iali   JilntUnhad. 
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FOREWORD. 


pis  treatise  on  ]?e  liigli  state  of  virginity  contains  so  many- 
coarse  and  repulsive  passages,  j'at  it  was  laid  out  for  printing 
wi])out  a  modernized  version ;  but  ]>e  printer  complained  j^at 
j^e  explanatory  footnotes  were  a  trouble  to  ]>e  compositors 
and  an  encumbrance  on  >e  page,  and  j'e  translation  became 
a  last  resource,  pe  most  objectionable  portions  have  been 
Latinized. 

In  bis  praise  of  Ipe  virgin  state,  ]>e  auj^or  has  given  such 
way  to  his  zeal,  as  to  fall  into  frequent  attacks  on  wedlock ; 
and  against  Ipem  ]>e  editor  has  sometimes  entered  a  lively  pro- 
test. No  age  of  Christianity  has  sanctioned  any  such  con- 
demnation of  "  marriage  honourable  in  all,"  and,  of  right,  holy. 
Where  any  fanatics  ventured  on  such  folly,  I'ey  were  quickly 
branded,  by  J^e  truer  sense  of  J^e  church,  as  unsound.  None, 
perhaps,  in  our  days  can  be  so  ignorant  as  to  declare  in  favour 
of  ])ose  notions.  In  ]>e  earliest  chm-ch  a  warning  example  is 
seen  in  Tertullianus,  who,  ^ough  a  warm  and  able  defender  of 
\>e  fai>,  lost  all  credit  by  adopting  Montanist  views.  Among 
])G  advocates  for  purity,  none  can  rival  Origcncs,  who  went  to 
a  leng^  which'  he  afterwards  himself  reprobated,  and  which 
his  editor,  Bishop  Iluet,  found  so  little  laudable,  >at  he  refused 


VI  FOREWORD. 

to  believe  of  his  au^or  \>at  he  used  ]>e  knife,  and  will  have  it 
l^at  he  resorted  to  refrigeratives,  such  as  hemlock  is  said  by 
Dioskorides  to  be.  Yet  Origenes,  devotee  as  he  was  to  ];>e 
"  purity "  doctrines,  damns,  wi^  a  full  and  due  sentence, 
partly  in  ])e  language  of  St.  Paul,  j^ose  "  forbidding  to 
marry,"  as  holding  "doctrines  of  devils;"  and  avers  j^at  while 
celibacy  is  a  state  of  grace,  marriage  is  also,  by  just  inference 
from  ]>e  apostolic  language,  a  state  of  grace  also.  For  ]>e 
readers  full  satisfaction,  I  add  J^e  words  of  j^e  original :  Kal 
eTrel  6  ^eo9  avve^ev^e,  Sia  rovro  'xapia/jbd  iariv  cv  toi?  vtto  Oeov 
a-vve^evy/jbevoi';,  oirep  6  TlavKo^  i7ri,(TTa/x€vo<i,  eVtcr?;?  tS  elvai  rrjv 
ar/vr}v  dya/ublav  ■)(^dpi(T/j,a,  (firjal  koX  tov  Kara  Xoyov  Oeov  ydfiov 
elvai  '^^dptafia,  (pdcTK(ov'  dekco  he  irdvra^  dvdpcoTrovi  elvai  co? 
ifiavrov  dXX  €/ca(7T0<;  tSiov  e^ei  ')(dpi(7^a  €k  Oeov,  09  jxev  ourco^, 
09  Se  oi/TCi)9.  He  ])en  quotes  Matth.  xix.  6 ;  1  Tim.  iv.  1,  2,  3, 
driving  home  his  protest  against  such  teachers  as  |'e  au^or  of 
Hali  Meidenhad  by  ]?e  words  kwXvovtcov  ov  iropveveiv  jmovov, 
dXKa  Kal  yajxelv,  "  forbidding  not  fornication  merely,  but  even 
marriage."  Hence  it  is  plain  ])at  to  sj)eak  evil  of  ])e  marriage 
estate  is  no  tenet  of  any  large  body  of  Christians,  or  of  ])q  early 
church,  and  in  editing  ]?is  work  it  was  fitting  to  declare  a  dis- 
sent from  such  teaching. 

I  assume,  from  ]?e  tone  of  j^e  tract,  its  eager  advocacy  of 
nunneries  and  profession,  its  mixture  of  advice  and  authority, 
]?at  ]>e  writer  was  of  no  less  j'an  ]?e  episcopal  order.  A  proba- 
biKty  is  visible  J)at  he  was  also  ]>e  au^or  of  j^e  Ancren  Riwle, 
of  \ie  life  and  passion  of  St.  Margaret,  St.  Juliana,  St.  Ka^arine, 
of  ]7e  piece  Si  Sciret  paterfamilias,  of  ]?e  Oreisun  of  St.  Mary, 
and  of  o]?er  tracts  now  lost.  ])e&Q  are  all  in  j^e  same  homely, 
terse,  eloquent  English  of  J'e  former  half  of  )?e  J^irteen]?  century. 
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and  are  all  of  a  devotional  character,  and  almost  all  addressed 
to  maidens,  professed  and  veiled,  pe  story  of  St.  Margaret  is 
distinctly  named  in  j?e  Ancren  Riwle  as  known  to  j^e  ladies 
to  whom  \>e  latter  piece  is  addressed,  and  in  J>e  tract  now 
printed  (p.  45)  j^e  examples  of  St.  Ka^arine,  St.  Margaret,  St. 
Agnes,  St.  Juliana,  St.  Lucy,  St.  Cecilia  are  recommended. 

If  it  be  probable  j^at  ]>e  present  tract  is  written  by  \>e  same 
hand,  and  addressed  to  j^e  same  ladies  as  \)e  "Ancren  Wisse," 
]>en.  it  is  also  probable  Jjat  J?eir  nunnery  was  at  Tarante  Kaines, 
in  Dorsetshire,  on  l^e  Stour ;  for  a  Latin  copy  of  ]?e  Rule,  at 
Oxford,  in  Magdalen  College  Library,  has  ])e  inscription,  "Hie 
incipit  prohemium  venerabilis  Patris  Magistri  Simonis  de 
Gandavo,  Episcopi  Sarum,  in  librum  de  vita  solitaria  quern 
scripsit  sororibus  suis  anachoretis  apud  Tarente."  pe  Latin 
Cottonian  copy,  Vitell.  E.  vii.,  once  had,  as  appears  from  Smiths 
catalogue,  1696,  ]>e  following  title  or  memorandum  upon  it, 
"Regulgo  vitse  Anachoretarum  utriusque  sexus  scriptao  per 
Simonem  de  Gandavo,  Episcopum  Sarum  in  usum  suarum  so- 
rorum.  Hunc  librimi  Frater  Robertus  de  Thorneton,  quondam 
Prior,  dedit  claustralibus  de  Bardenay." 

Mr.  Morton  sufficiently  proved  j^at  \>e  Latin  is  a  translation 
from  J^e  earlier  English,  and  \>e  testimonies  above  may  be  recon- 
ciled wi^  ]?e  date  of  J»e  language  of  ]?e  English,  by  under- 
standing Simon  of  Ghent  to  be  ])c  au^or  only  of  ]>e  Latin 
version.     He  was  bishop  from  1297  to  1315. 

It  remains  \>at  we  imagine  one  of  \)e  Poores,  bishops  suc- 
cessively of  Sarum,  Herbert  from  1194  to  1215,  and  Richard 
from  1217  to  1229,  to  be  j'c  writer  of  ]>e  original  English, 
addressed,  we  need  not  doubt,  to  ladies  at  Tarente,  in  Dorset. 
Richard,    ]?e    dean    of    Salisbury,    was   consecrated    (1215)   to 
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Chichester,  and  removed  to  Salisbury  (1217),  and  Durham 
(1229),  in  which  see  he  died  (1237).  Matthew  Paris  (p.  439) 
gives  an  edifying  account  of  his  dea^  bed.  ]pe  records  of  j^e 
foundation  at  Tarente  are  in  no  public  repository,  a  few  par- 
ticulars only  are  mentioned  by  Dugdale :  if  ])ey  exist,  j'ey  are 
in  private  hands,  possibly  jjose  of  j^e  owners  of  ])e  estates. 

London,  June,  1866. 
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HOLY   MAIDENHOOD. 

[modernized.] 


Text  of  the  dis-      Audi  filia  et  vide  et  inclina  aurem  tuam  et  obliviscere 

course. 

Psalm  xiv.  11.  populum  tuum  et  domum  patris  tui.  David  ])e  psalmist 
J7US  speaks  in  ]7e  psalter  to  ]>e  spouse  of  God,  J^at  is,  each 
maiden  J^at  has  maidens  manners;  and  he  sai^  :  "Hear 
me,  daughter,  behold,  and  bend  j^ine  ear,  and  forget  ]>j 

What  each  word  people   and   bv  fabers  house."     Take   notice   what  each 

means.  -^      ^  .       . 

word  here  separately  signifies.     "Hear  me,  daughter,"  he 
Why  he  calls  the  savs.     He  calls  her  daughter,  in  order  lat  she  may  under- 

maideudaughter.       "^  o  '  i  j 

stand  ]7at  he  is  teaching  her  affectionately  ]7e  love  of  a 
better  life,  as  a  fafer  should  his  daughter,  and  \sA,  she  may 
\q  more  cheerfully  listen  to  him  as  a  faj^er.  Hear  me, 
precious  daughter,  j^at  is  to  say,  diligently  listen  to  mc  wi^ 
\c  ears  of  fine  head;  "  and  behold,"  Jjat  is,  open  ]?e  eyes  of 
\\ne  heart  to  understand.  "And  bend  \mQ  ear,"  J^at  is, 
be  buxom  or  obedient  to  my  instruction.     She  may  answer 

She  asks  why  he  and  say,  What  is  \\&  lore  J^at  Jjou  admonishest  so  deeply, 
and  teachest  me  so  earnestly  ?    Lo,  J'is,  "  Forget  Jjy  people 

He  preaches  to  and  W  fabers  house."     David  calls  be  assembly  wibin  bee 

edification,  i  J       i  i  J         r       r 

of  fleshly  Noughts,  ]>j  people,  J^at  lead  and  draw  J7ee  wi^ 
]>eiY  prickings  of  fleshly  corruptions  to  carnal  lusts,  and 
entice  ]>ee  to  marriage  and  to  a  husbands  embraces,  and 
make  J'ce  to  ^ink  what  a  delight  J^ere  would  be  jjerein. 
and  meets  sup-  How  mucli  good  might  grow  out  of  be  ofi'spring  of  you 

posed  objections.  ^  o        o  r  i        o  j 

two !  Ah !  false  Noughts,  cease  a  suggestion  J^at  defiles  ]>j 
mou^  ;  while  ]>on  settest  for^  all  J^at  seems  good,  and 
concealest  all  J^e  bitter  mischief  j^at  lie^  below,  and  aU  ]>(i 
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Audi  filia  et  uide  et  inclina  aurem  tuam  et  obliviscere 
populum  tuum  et  domum  patris  tui. 

Dauid  ])e  falmwrihte  psalm,  B. 

fpeke^  ijre  fauter 

toward  godef  fpM«e  towart,  B. 

]>at  if  euch  meiden 

])at  haue^  meidene  J^eawes. 
1  feV6.    Her  me  dohter.    Bihald  T;  buh  ]?in  eare  T:  for  jet   ter,  B. 
ti  folc  T;  tine  fader  huf.     Nim  jeme  hwat  euch  word  beo   tinef,  B. 
funderlicbe  to  feggew.     Jber  me  dobter  be  sei^.     Dobter    ant,  B.  which 
be  clepe^  bire.  for  J^i  jiat  ba  underftonde  ]>at  be  bire  Hues   throughout. 
luue  luuelicbe  leare^  afe  fader  ab  bif  dobter.  T;  beo  him   feader,  B. 
afe  fader  Jje  bli^eluker  luftni.    Jher  me  deorewur^e  dobter.     [Foi.'n2rf.] 
]>at  if  jeorne  lustne  me  wi^  earen  of  j^in  beaued.  T.  bibald.    heauet,  B. 
]>at  if  opene  to  vnderftonde  J>e  ehne  of  J^in  beorte.     And 
bei  J^in  eare.  J^at  if  beo  bubfum  to  mi  lare.  Ho  mei  onfweren 
1  feien.     Hwat  if  nu  j^is  lare  ]>af  tu  uimeft  fe  deoplicbe. 
T,  learef  me  fe  jeorne  ?  low  J-if  forjet  ti  folc  T:  tine  fader   learst,  B. 
huf.  yi  folc  be  clepe^  dauid  l^e  oederunge  inwi^  j^e  of  flescb- 
licbe  J^obtes.  ]>at  leaded  ]>e  '~i  draben  wi^  bare  pricunges   ^®j.g*^^g|\ 
of  flescblicbe  ful^en  to  licomlicbe  luftes.  1  egge^  ]>e  to 
brudlac  1  to  weres  cluppinge.  T;  maken  ]>e  to  jjencben  bwuch   chippunge,  B. 
delit  were  J^rin.  bwuch  eife.  j^e  ricbedom  ]^at  tes  lauedis 
hauen.  Hu  muche  god  mibte  of  inker  ftreon  waxen.  A  fals 
folc  of  fwikef  read  af  ti  mu^  ule^  af  J7U  fcheaweft  for^  al 
}at  God  )?uncke«  T:  heleft  al  ]>at  bitter  bale  ]^ai  ter  li« 
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great  loss  Jat  Jjereby  arises.     Forget  all   J^is  people,  my 
precious  daughter,  sai^  David  ^e  propliet,  fat  is,  cast  out 

Hepreacheswith  of  J^ine  heart  all  Jjese  Noughts,  pis  is  j^e  people  of 
Babylon;  ]>e  army  of  J?e  devil  in  hell,  Jat  is  wi^  intent, 

He  edifies.  to    lead    j^e   daughter   of    Sion,    into    ]>e    service    of    ]je 

sionahightower.  world,  pe  high  tower  of  Jerusalem  was  sometime  called 
Sion,  and  Sion  in  ]ie  English  language  is  as  much  as  to 
say,  high  vision.      And  J^is   tower  typifies   \>e   elevated 

Maidens  in  more  state   of    virginity,    ]>at   beholds    as  from    on    high,    all 

and  wedded.  widows  and  Wedded  women,  bo^  of  J^em  benea^  it.  For 
J>ese,  as  trails  to  ]>e  flesh,  desu-e  j^e  service  of  J^e  world, 
and  remain  below  on  ear^.  But  she  stands  trough  her 
exalted  life  in  fe  high  tower  of  Jerusalem,  not  below 
on  ear^,  but  from  ]>e  high  tower  in  heaven,  pis  is 
typified  hereby.  From  jjat  Sion  she  looks  down  on  all 
])e  world  below  her,  and  by  J'e  life  of  angels,  ]>e  heavenly 
one,  J'at  she  leads,  J70ugh  in  ]7e  body  she  dweU  on  ear^, 
she  is,  as  it  were,  in  Sion,  ]>e  high  tower  in  heaven, 
free  beyond  ]>em  all  from  all  worldly  vexations.     Ah !  ]>e 

Babylon.  people  of  Babylon  j^at  I  named  just  now,  ]>e  host  of  J»e 

devil  in  hell,  ]7at  is,  lusts  of  \>e  flesh  and  eggings  on  of  ]>e 
fiend,  ever  war  and  warp  towards  )»is  tower  for  to  cast  it 
adown,  and  draw  into  servitude  J^e  maiden  J^at  stands  so 
high  ))erein,  and  hence  is  called  daughter  of  Sion.  And  is 
she  not  really  cast  down  and  drawn  into  servitude,  jiat  of 
60  very  high  a  place,  of  so  great  dignity  and  such  honour, 

A  nun  has  Jesus  as  it  is  to  be  Gods  spouse,  Jesu  Christs  bride,  leman  of  J^e 
lord,  before  whom  all  kings  bow,  lady  of  all  j^e  world,  as 
he  is  Lord ;  like  him  in  reverence,  immaculate  as  he  is, 
and  as  ]>e  blessed  maiden  his  precious  mo^er  is ;  like  his 
holy  angels,  ]>at  observe  his  behests ;  so  mistress  of  herself 
)7at  she  need  ^ink  nought  of  any  o^er  ^ing  but  of  her 
leman,  wi'S  true  love  to  please  him ;  for  he  will  care  for 
her,  he  Jjat  ha^  taken  heed  of  all  Jjat  she  wants,  while 
she  rightly  loved  him  wi^  true  fai^.  Is  not,  as  I  said, 
she  Jjen  sorely  cast  down  and  drawn  into  servitude,  j^at 
from  so  high  elevation  and   so  happy  a  fi-eedom,   shall 

Marriage  a  thrai-  descend  80  low  into  a  man's  service,  as  J^at  she  shall  have 
noting  as  mistress  of  herself,  and  barter  away  the  heavenly 
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under.  1  al  jiai  muchele  lure  ]>at  tor  of  arife^.  for  jet  al  j^is     [FoI.  ii3o.] 

folc  deorewur^e  dohter  fei^  dauid  j>e  witeje.  jtat  if  ]7eo8    J^eo,  B. 

jjohtef  warp  ut  of  J^in  heorte.  J^is  if  Babilonef  folc  Jje  deueles 

here  of  helle.  ]>at  if  umben  for  to  leaden  in  to  ])e  worldes 

)>eo\rdoui  Syonef  doliter.     Syon  waf  funi  hwile  iclepet  j>G 

hehe   tur  of  Jerusalem.      Aud   fei^   fyon  afe  muchel  on 

ewglische  leodene.  afe  heh  lih^e.     Aud  bitacne^  J-if  tur.  j>e 

hehfchii^e  of  meidenhad  ])at  bihtdd  as  of  heh  alle  widewen    hebnesse,  B. 

under  hire  T.  weddede  ba^e.  for  ]7eos  as  flefchea  ]7ralles 

beo^  in  worldes  Jjeowdom  T:  wuue^  lahe  on  eor^e.     Ah    wunie-5,  B. 

heo  ftont  ]7urh  heh  lif  ij^e  tur  of  ier«.s«lem  I^awt  of  lah      "    ''  ^^  ^^^' 

on  eor^e ;  ah  of  ])g  hehe  tur  in  heouene.  fat  if  bitacned 

]?urh  ]7if.     Of  ]>at  fyon  ha  bihalt  al  ]>e  world  under  hire.  1 

)>urh  englene  liflade  1:  heueulich  ])at  leades  j^ah  ha  licom-    ha  lead,  B. 

liche  wunie  up  on  eor^e.     And  if  as  in  fyon  )?e  hehe  tur  of 

hevene  freo  ouer  alle  fra?n  alle  worldliche  weanen.      Ah     fFoi.  luh.] 

babilones  folc  ])at  ich  ear  ne/npnede  Jie  deoueles   here  of   fiee,  B. 

helle.  ]>at  beo^  flesches  luftes  T;  feondes  egginge ;  weorre^    cggunge,  B. 

T;  warped  eau^r  toward  tif  tur  for  to  kaften  hit  adun  1 

drahen  hire  in  to  J^eowdom  \>at  ftond  fe  hehe  J^erin.  T:  if 

cleopet  for  ]>i  fyones  dohter.     And  nif  ha  wit^/'Kche  akafi: 

1,  in  to  Jjeowdom  idrahen  ]>at  of  fe  fwi'Se  heh  ftal.  of  fe    f«,  B. 

muche  dignete.  T:  fwuch  wur^fchipe  af  hit  if  to  beo  godes 

fpufe.   Jeshu.  c?-e'fl:es  brude.   ]>e  lauerdes  leoftnon  \>at  alle 

kinges  buhe^.  of  al  ]7e  world  lauedi  af  he  if  of  al  lanerd.    ^'"f.'^'D  " 

Jlich  hi;»  in  halfchipe.  vnwe»«met  af  he  is.   '\  tat  eadi 

meiden  his  deorewur^e  mod^r.     Jlich  his  hali  engles.  jiat 

his  heafte  halden.     Se  freo  of  hire  felf.  ]>at  ha  nawiht  ne    scolufn,  R. 

)7arf  of  o^er  J^ing  Jjenchen  bute  an  of  hire  leofmon  wi^    ane,  B. 

treowe  luue  ewemen.   for  he  wile  carien  for  hire  jiat  ha   carie,  B. 

haued  itakew  to  of  al  ]>at  hire  biheoue^  hwil  ha  riht  luued 

him  wi^  fo^e  bilcaue.     Nif  ha  ]>cnnc  sariHche  as  ich  fcide 

car  akaft.  1  in  to  ]jcwdom  idrahen  ]!at  fram  fe  muchel     ;fu1.  iu.-.) 

hehfcipc  T:  fe  fcli  freodom  fchal  lihte  fe  lahe  in  to  a  monncf 

J»eowdom.  fwa  ])at  ha  naue^  nawt  freo  of  hire  felut'«.  ~\ 

trukie  for  a  mon  of  lam  Jjc  heucnliche  lau^rd.  ~\  lutlin  hire 
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If  she  marries  lord  for  a  man  of  clay,  and  lessen  her  ladyship,  as  much  as 
dom^^and^'^high  her  second  husband  is  of  less  value  and  ha^  less  possessions 
^STiiij.  j,^^  }jgj.  former  one  had ;  and  instead  of  being  Gods  bride 

and  his  lady  daughter  (for  bo^  toge)7er  she  is),  shall 
become  a  servant  under  a  man,  and  his  ^rall,  to  do  all 
and  suffer  all  jjat  he  pleases,  go  it  howsoever  hard  wi^ 
her ;  and  instead  of  such  blessed  secui'ity  as  she  was  in, 
and  still  might  be  under  Gods  guardianship,  he  shall  put 
her  to  di'udgery  to  manage  house  and  hinds,  and  to  so 
many  troubles,  to  care  for  so  many  ^ings,  to  endure  vexa- 
tions and  anger  and  shame  near  every  hour,  to  endure 
so  many  woes,  for  hire  so  poor  as  J^e  world  ever  pays  at  j^e 
end.  Is  not  j^is  to  be  verily  cast  down?  Is  not  ^is 
enough  slavery  in  place  of  ]>e  frolic  freedom  she  had  while 
she  was  Sions  daughter?  And  yet  herein  is  mingled  no 
mention  of  j>e  heavenly  losses,  j^at  wi^out  comparison  pass 
all  o^ers.  Surely  so  goes  it.  Serve  God,  and  all  ^ings 
She  muBt  serve  shall  tuiTi  for  j^e  to  good.  Betake  j^yself  to  him  truly, 
"  *°°^'  and  J'ou  shalt  be  free  from  all  worldly  vexations,   nor 

Romans  riii.  28.  may  any  evil  harm  ]>ee ;  for,  as  St.  Paul  says,  all  ^ings 
turn  to  good  for  ]>e  good,  nor  can  any^ing  be  wanting 
to  J'ee  jjat  honourest  him  j^at  rule^  all  ^ings  wi^in 
j)j  breast.  And  such  sweetness  shalt  J'ou  find  in  his 
love  and  in  his  service,  and  have  so  much  enjoyment 
j7ereof  and  liking  in  J^ine  heart,  j>at  ]70u  wilt  be  unwilling 
to  change  ]>e  state  J^ou  livest  in,  to  be  a  crowned  queen. 
So  gracious  is  our  Lord,  who  is  not  willing  )>at  his  chosen 
ones  be  wi^out  J^eir  reward  here.  For  j^ere  is  so  much  com- 
fort in  his  grace ;  j>at  all  j^at  j^ey  see,  suits  ]>em.  well ;  and 
pough  to  ano^er  man  it  may  seem  j^at  ]>ej  suffer  hardships, 
it  giieve^  Jiem  not,  but  seemed  to  jiem  soft,  and  J'cy  have 
more  delight  j^erein  )>an  any  o^ers  have  in  ]>e  satisfactions 
of  ]>e  world.  J:is  our  Lord  give^  j^em  as  an  earnest  of  ]>e 
eternal  reward  J^at  shall  come  afterwards.  J7us  Gods 
Joy  in  God.  friends  have  all  jie  enjoyment  of  J?is  world,  which  J^ey  have 
forsaken,  in  a  wonderful  manner,  and  heaven  in  ]>e  end. 
Now  then,  on  j^e  o^er  side,  betake  J^yself  to  j^e  world,  and 
J»ou  shalt  find  j^at,  in  all  cases,  ]>e  more  jiou  hast,  ]>e  more 
Jjou  shalt  give  in  exchange ;  and,  since  ]>on  wouldest  not 
serve  God,  serve  this  fickle  and  frail  world ;  and  so  )?ou 
shalt  be  oppressed  under  it,  as  its  ^rall  in  a  ^ousand  ways  ; 
Vexations  in  mar-  to  have  in  place  of  one  satisfaction  two  disgusts,  and  to  be 
"*^^'  so  often  made  wretched  by  a  wordless  man,  )7at  ]70u  liest 
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lafdifchipe  afe  muchel  as  hii-e  latere  were  if  laffe  wur'S  1 

lefle  haue^  J>e?i  hauede  ear  hire  earre.  T;  of  godes  brude. 

T;  his  freo  dohter.  for  ba  to  oederes  ha  if;  bicume^  )jeow 

under  mon  T;  his  J>rel  to  don  al  T;  drehen  ]>at  him  like^.  ne 

fitte  hit  hire  fe  uuele.  T;  of  fe  fell  likerneife  af  ha  was  in  1, 

mahto  heon  under  Godes  warde.  de^  hire  in  to  drecchunge 

to  dihten  hus.  %  hinen  T:  to  fe  moni  earm^en  to  carien  for 

fe  feole  j^iwg  Teonen  )7olien  ^  gromen  T;  fchomen  umbe 

ftunde.     Drehen  fe  moni  wa  for  fwa  wac  huire  af  te  world   worlt,  B. 

forjelt  eauer  at  ten  ende.     Nif  )jeos  witerliche  akaft  ?    Nis 

tis  jJGOwdom  inoh  ajain  j^at  ilke  freolaic  ]>at  ha  hefde  hwil    [FoI.  ma.] 

ha  was  fyones  dohter  and  tah  nif  imunget  her  nawt  of  ^ah,  B. 

heouewliche  luren  j^at  paffe^  alle  o^re  wi^uten  eueniwge.    euenunge,  B. 

Sekerliche  fpa  hit  fare^.     Serue  Godd  ane.  ~t  alle  ]>inge 

fchulen  be  turnew  to  aode.    And  tac  be  to  him  treoweliche.    ^^'^"^®'    • 

T:  tu  fchalt  beo  freo  fram  alle  worldliche  weanew  ne  mei 

nan  uuel  harmen  ]>e.  for  af  fente  pawel  fei^.    Alle  ];inge 

turned  J^e  oode  to  god.  ne  mai  na  Jjing  wonti  )>e  ])af  hereft 

him  ]7at  al  welt  in  wi^  in  ]>!  breofte.    And  fwuch  fwetnelTe 

\)VL  fchalt  ifinden  in  his  luue  T;  in  his  feruife.  T;  habbe  fe 

muche  murh^e  J^rof  T;  likiwge  ijjin  heorte.  ]>at  tu  naldes   likunge,  B. 

chaungen  jjat  tu  liueft  in  for  to  beo  cwen  icrunet.     Se 

hende  if  ure  lauerd  jtat  nule  nawt  ]!at  hife  icorene  beo»    nule  he,  B. 

wi^ute  mede  her.  for  fe  muche  cowfort  if  in  his  grace.  ]>af   muchel,  B. 

al  ham  fit  ])at  ha  feo^.  and  tah  hit  Jjunche  o^re  men  j>at 

ha  drehen  harde ;  hit  ne  greue^  ham  nawt  ah  Jjunche^  ha?M     [FoI.  lUa.] 

fofte  1  habbe'S  mare  delit  j^rin  J^en  anie  o^re  habbe^    ei  o^er,  B. 

ilikinge  of  ]>e  worlde.  J-if  ure  lauerd.  jiue^  ham  her  af  on   ilicunge,  B. 

erles  of  J>e  eche  mede  ]>at  fchal  cume  )>rafter.  ]>us  hauen    habbe'5,  B. 

godes  freond   al   ]>e  fruit  of  j^is  world  ])at  ha  forfaken 

habbe^.  owunderliche  wife.    And  heuene  at  ten  ende.    Nu 

Jenne  on  o^er  half,  nim  J?e  to  j>e  worlde  T:  eaner  fe  jm    worlt,  B. 

mare  haues  fe  j^e  fchal  mare  trukie.  T;  feruen  hwen  j^u    tnikicn,  B. 

naldes  godd;  Jjis  fikele .world  T.  frakele.  T;  fchalt  beo  fare 

iderued  under  hire  af  hire  ]7ral  on  a  ])ufad  wifen.     Ajaines    J'uscnf,  B. 

an  likingc ;  habben  twa  of  Jjunchungcs.     And  fc  ofte  bcon    -unge,  B. 
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under,  for  nought  or  noting,  j^at  j'ou  shalt  loa)>e  ]>y  life, 
and  repent  )?y  condition,  )7at  ever  |70u  puttest  Jiyself  into 
such  a  servitude  for  a  worldly  joy  wMch  Jjou  expectedst  to 
secure,  and  (in  reality)  hast  found  J^erein  sorrow  and 
misery  rife.  And  J^at  which  Jjou  supposedst  to  be  gold  is 
turned  to  brass,  and  it  is  not  at  all  such  as  Jjy  people,  of 
whom  I  spake  above,  promised  thou  shouldst  find.  Now 
J^ou  seest  J^at  J^ey  have  tricked  J^ee  as  traitors  ;  for  under  a 
shew  of  happiness,  instead  of  joy  Jjou  hast  often  hell  here, 
and  except  )?ou  snatch  J'yself  away,  mayst  expect  j^e  future 
Ask  rich  ladies  hell.  Ask  jjcso  queeus,  J>ese  rich  countesses,  jiese  saucy 
of  life!"^  •Man'ier  j^^^^^^  about  jjcii  mode  of  life.  Truly,  truly,  if  J^ey 
rightly  be^ink  J^emselves  and  acknowledge  the  tru^,  I 
shall  have  fern  for  witnesses  J'at  J^ey  are  licking  honey  off 
)>orn3.  pej  buy  all  ])e  sweetness  wi^  two  proportions  of 
bitter,  and  fur)>er  on  in  j^is  writing  J^at  shaU  be  openly 
shewn.  It  is  by  no  means  all  gold  jiat  glitters  in  j^at 
station,  Jjough  no  man  knows  but  )?emselves  what  often 
pains  ]>em.  When  it  is  ]?us  wi^  J^e  rich,  what  Pinkest 
Undowered  jjou  of  ]>e  poor,  J'at  are  indifferently  dowered  and  ill 
easily  married,  provided  for,  as  almost  all  gentlewomen  now  are  in  ]>e 
world,  J^at  have  not  wherewi'S  to  buy  J>emselves  a  bride- 
groom of  J'eir  own  rank,  and  give  J^emselves  into  servitude 
to  a  man  of  low  esteem  wi^  all  )>at  ]>ej  have  ?  "Wellaway ! 
Jesu !  what  unworj^y  chaffer !  Well  were  it  for  ]?em,  were 
]>ej  on  ]>e  day  of  ]>eiv  bridal  borne  to  be  buried !  jJere- 
Hc  iniigts  on  his  fore,  secly  maiden,  forget  ]>j  people,  as  David  bidde^. 
Do  away  ]>e  Noughts  J^at  prick  j>j  heart  trough  carnal 
lusts,  and  teach  ]>ee  and  edge  fee  on  towai'd  a  suchlike  ser- 
vitude for  fleshly  Airinesses  ;  forget  also  ]>j  facers  house, 
as  David  afterwards  admonishes,  py  fa^er  he  called  ]>e 
Too    gross   and  impure  deed  bat  begat  bee  of  by  mo^er ;  idem  illud  carnis 

false    for    weak  •  j-  j      i.  •  j.  -i.  t 

sisters.  incendium ;    ai'dentem  istum  pruntum  camaus  concupis- 

centise,  qui  opus  istud  odiosum  prsecessit,  commercium 
istud   ferinum,   copulam   istam   impudicam,    sordes  istius 

itaepiscopus      facti   putidi  atque    pravi.      It   is    however   in  wedlock 

noster,  quasi  -^  i  i  i 

Montanista  hoe-  some  ways  to  be  tolerated,  as  men  shall  by  and  bye 
sanctfs'simas''  '^^  hear.  If  Jjou  askest  why  God  created  such  a  ^ing  to 
Sripture'  inter- ^6'  ^  answer  ])ee :  God  created  it 'never  such;  but  Adam 
poiated.  and  Eve  tui-ned  it  to  be  such  by  beir  sin,  and  marred  our 

Mentins,  epis-  ...  "^   ■'^ 

cop«-  nature ;    J^at  is,   it   is  j>e  house  of  immorality,   and  has 


HALI    MEIDENHAD.  9 

imaket  arm  of  an  e^eliche  mon  ]>at  tu  lift  under,  for  noht    canu,  B. 

o^er  nohtunge;  ]>at  te  fchal  la^i  J^i  lif  T:  bii-eowe  ]!at  fi^ 

yat  tu  eauer  clidef  te  into  fwuch  j^eowdom  for  worldliclie     [FoI.  \nb.] 

wunne  'j^ai  tu  wendes  to  bijeten.  1  haueft  ifundew  weane    -wcndest,  B. 

]>rin.  T;  wondra^e  riue.      And  if  j>at  tu  wendeft  Gold ;    wontre'Se,  B. 

iwTir^en  to  meaftHng.  T;  nia  nawt  af  ti  folc  of  hwam  ifpec   meastlung,  B. 

fruppe  bihet  te  to  ifinden.     Nu  fn  feft  fat  ha  habbe^ 

itricchet  te  af  treitres.  for  under  weole  in  wunne  ftude  ]>u 

haueft  ber  ofte  belle.  T;  bute  ]>u  wi^  breide  j>e ;  bredef  te 

fat  oder.     Afke  J^es  cwenes.  fes  ricbe  cuntaffes  fes  modie 

lafdis  of  bare  liflade.     So^licbe  fo^licbe  jif  ba  bijjencbe^ 

ham  ribt  T:  cnawleche^  fo^ ;  Jch  habbe  ham  to  witnefle 

ha  licked  buni  of  Jjomef.  ha  buggen  al  fat  fwete  wi^  twa 

dale  of  bittre.  T;  tat  fchal  for^re  ij^is  writ  beon  openlicbe 

ifcheawet.     Nis  hit  nower  neb  gold  al  fat  ter  fchine^.  nat 

tah  na  mon  bute  ham  felf  hwat  ham  ftiche^  ofte.     Hwen     [FoI.  ii4e.] 

fus  if  of  fe  riche.  hwat  wenef  tu  of  the  poure  fat  beo^    wenest,  B. 

wacliche  ijeouen  and  bifet  uuele  as  gentille  wimmen  meft   wummon,  B. 

alle  nu  oworlde.  fat  nabbed  hwerwi^  buggew  ham  brud- 

gume  onont  hatti  T:  jeoue^  ham  in  to  f  eowdom  of  an  e^e- 

licher  mon  wi^  al  fat  ha  habbe^.     "Weilawei  i^shu  godd 

hwuch  unwur^e  chaff  ere  wel  were  ham  weren  ha  on  hare 

brudlakes  dei  iboren  to  biburien.  for  ]7i  fell  meiden  forjet  ti 

folc  as  daui'^  bit.   Do  awei  fe  J^ohtes  fat  pn'kien  J'in  heorte 

J7urh  licomliche  luftef.  1  leare^  J^e  and  egge^  toward  jjulli   leadieS,  B. 

J^eowdom  for  flefchliche  fallen,  forjet  ec  J^i  fader  bus  af 

daui^  read  J^rafter.     pi  fader  he  cleope^  fat  unj'caw  fat 

ftreouede  J^e  of  );i  moder.  J^at  ilke  unhende  flescbes  brune. 

fat  beaminde  jcc^e  of  fat  licomliche  luft.  bifore  fai  wlatc-    }eoh•^'c,  B. 

fulle  were,  fat  beafteliche  Gederingc.  fat  fchomclefe  fom-     [Foi.  lurf.] 

nunge.  fat  ful^e  of  ful^e  ftinkende  T;  untohe  dedc.     Hit 

if  tah  in  wedlac  fummes  wcis  to  j^olien  af  mew  fchal  aft^r   mc,  B. 

iherew  ^if  f\i  afkef  hwi  Godd  fchop  fwuch  J^iwg  to  beon.    bcouuc,  B. 

Jch  Jjc  onfwerie.    Godd  ne  fchop  hit  neauer  fwuch.     Ah 

Adam  T;  euc  turndew  hit  to  boo  fwuch  Jjurh  hare  fiunic.  1 

mcrden  ure  cunde.  fat  if  tif  un]7cawcs  hus.  1  huuc'¥  marc    ti'  ^-  omits. 
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Jje  more  harm  in  it.  pere  is  all  too  much  lordliness 
and  mastery  J^erein,  in  J^is  nature  Jjus  man-ed,  which 
David  J7US  called  ]>j  facers  house,  )7at  is,  ]>e  lust  of 
lechery  ]?at  rule^  j^erein.    Forget,  and  go  out  of  it  wi^  a 

Gods  grace  to  hearty  will,  and  God  will,  after  J^at  will,  give  ])ee  a  streng^ 
assuredly  from  his  dear  grace,  pere  needs  not  but  J^at  j^ou 
will  and  let  God  work.  Have  tnist  in  his  help,  pou 
shalt  beseech  him  for  no]>mg  good,  nor  begin  any^ing  j^at 
he  will  not  end  it.  Ever  await  his  grace,  and  overcome 
wi^  help  of  it  j^at  same  weak  nature  Jiat  drawe^  into  ser- 
vitude and  caste^  so  many  into  miry  fil^.    Et  concupiscet, 

A  spiritual  bride-  etc.  And  ten  will,  sai^  David,  be  king  desire  W  beauty ; 
j>e  king  of  all  kings  will  desire  J7ee  for  his  leman ;  and  ]>en 
j>ovL,  seely  maiden,  )>at  art  allotted  to  him  wi^  ]>e  grace  of 
maidenhood,  break  not  J'ou  ]7at  seal  "pat  sealed  you  toge^er. 
Retain  fj  name  by  which  j^ou  art  wedded  to  him,  nor  ever 
quit  for  a  lust  and  for  a  trumpery  delight  of  a  moment  J'at 
same  ^ing  j^at  may  never  be  recovered.     Maidenhood  is  a 

Lost  maidenhood  treasure  bat,  if  it  be  once  lost,  will  never  again  be  found. 

irrecoverable.  .  .     . 

Maidenhood  is  j^e  bloom  ]>at,  if  it  be  once  foully  plucked, 
It  sometimes      never  again  sprouted  up ;  but  jjough  it  wi^er  some  time 

loses  some  of  its       .v^  •  v-ii'i  /iiii_-\r-i 

beauty  by  evu  wi^  vaiious  ^oughts,  it  uevcr  may  grow  after  pat.    Maid- 

t  oug  ts,  enhood  is  j^e  star  ]>at  if  it  be  once  gone  out  of  ]>e  east 

adown  to  J^e  west,  never  again  arise^.     Maidenhood  is  a 

but  once  lost  is  grace  granted  J^ee  from  heaven ;  if  ever  jjou  put  it  away 
once,  never  shalt  J^ou  recover  such  ano^er,  for  maidenhood 
is  queen  of  heaven  and  j^e  fai^  of  pre  world,  by  which  we 

Some  transcen-  are  protected.  Tis  a  virtue  above  all  virtues,  and  to  Christ 
]>e  most  acceptable  of  all.  "Whence  j^ou  hast,  maiden,  ever 
preciously  to  guard  it ;  for  it  is  so  high  a  ^ing  and  so 
very  dear  to  God,  and  so  acceptable.  Hence  it  is  a  loss 
pat  is  beyond  recovery.  If  it  is  dear  to  God,  J?at  is,  so  like 
himself,  no  wonder :  for  he  is  pe  loveliest  ^ing,  and  wi^- 
out  every  breach,  and  was  ever,  and  is,  pure  beyond  all 
^ings,  and  love^  purity  beyond  all  ^ings.  And  what  is  a 
more  lovesome  ^ing  and  more  to  be  extolled  among  ear^ly 
^ings  ban  be  virtue  of  maidenhood  ?     Wi^out  breach  and 

High  flving  no.  ,  y. 

tions.   ■  pure,  taken  from  himself,  who  make^  out  of  an  ear^lj* 
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harm  if  al  to  muchel  lauerddom  T;  meiftrie  J^rinne  j^is  cunde   muche,  B. 

imerred  tuf  fat  (V6  clepe^  ]>U8  ti  faderes  bus.  j^at  if  te  luft 

of  leccherie  ]7at  rixle^  Jjer  wi^  inne.  forjet  '\  ga  ut  Jjrof 

"wi^  wU  of  J-in  heorte.  Ht  Godd  wile  after  j^e  wil  jeoue  j^e 

ftrewg^e  fikerliclie  of  hif  deore  grace,  ne  j^arf  J^e  bute  wilnen 

T;  lete  Godd  wurchen.     Haue  truft  on  his  help,  ne  fchal  tu 

na  ymg  codes  bifechen  ne  bigunnen.  J^at  he  hit  nule  enden   ij^^Jj^",^^^    ""^ 

ea,ner  bide  hif  grace.  T;  ouerkum.  wi^  hire  help  ]>at  ilke     [Foi.  ii5a.] 

wake  cunde  ]>at  drahe^  into  j^eowdom  %  into  ful^e  fen-    ,  ^  ^    ' 

nHiche  akafte^   fe  monie.     At  concupifcet  rex  decorewi 

tu[um].     Ant  J^ewne  wile  fei^  d'S  J^e  king  wilni  ]>i  wlite. 

J?e  king  of  alle  kingef  defire  Jjb  to  leofmon.  1  ]?u  J^ewne 

feli  meidew  ]!at  art  Uote  to  him  wi^  meidenhades  mewske.    iioten,  B. 

ne  brec  ]>u.  nawt  tat  feil  ]>at  feiled  inc  to  cederef.  hald  ti 

noma  Jjurh  hwam  f  u  art  to  him  iweddet.  ne  leaf  ]>\x  neauer 

for  a  luft  '\  for  an  e^elich  delit  of  an  hond  hwile  ]>at  Uke 

J^iwg  ]!at  ne  mei  nener  beon  acouered.     Meidenhad  if  trefor   >c,  B. 

]>at  beo  hit  eanef  forloren.  ne  be^  hit  neaner  ifunden. 

Meidenhad  is  te  blofme.  ]>at  beo  ha  eanes  fuUiche  forcoruew. 

ne  fprute^  ha  neauer  eft.     Ah  ]>ah.  ha  falewi  fum  chere 

mid  mifliche  j^ohtes.     Ha  mei  eft  greuen  neauer  ]>e  latere.      [FoI.  ii56.] 

Meidenhad  if  te  fteorre  ]!at  beo  ha  eanes  of  ])e  eaft  igan    ^'^^  ^^' 

adun  to  J^e  weft,  neauer  eft  ne  arife^  ha.     Meidenhad  if  i'pe,  B. 

tat  an  jeoue  ijettet  te  of  heouene.  do  f  u  hit  eanef  awei.  ne 

schal  tu  neauer  nan  o^er  al  fwuch  acoueren  for  meide??had 

if  heuene  ewen  T;  worldes  alefnefle  furh  hwan  j^e  beon  alefendneffe,  B. 

iburhen.  mihte  oner  alle  mihtef  ^  cwemcft  crist  of  alle.  for 

jji  J7U  a  heft  meidew  fe  deorewurdliche  to  witen  hit.  for  hit 

if  fe  heh  J7iwg  T:  fe  fwi^e  leof  godd  '\  fe  licwur^c.  forj^i 

hit  if  an  lure  ])at  if  wi^ute  coumnge.  jif  hit  if  godd  Icof 

]>at  if  him  felf  fwa  ilich.  hit  nis  na  wundcr  for  he  if  leof- 

lukeft  J'ing.  T,  wi^utew  eauer  euch  bruche  T.  wef  eauer  1    buten,  B. 

if  cleane  ouer  alle  fing.  '\  oner  alle  jiing  luue^  cleannelfe.    j'ingo,  B. 

And  hwat  is  luffumre  ];ing  T.  mare  to  hcrien  bimong  eor^-     [FoI.  iisr.] 

liche  j^inges  ]/>en  ]>e  mihte  of  meidenhad  butc  bruche  and    I'iiig,  B. 

cleane  ibroidcn  on  himfeluen.  \>at  make^  of  eor^lich  mou 
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Ovir  flesh  may  be 
our  friend. 


A  maiden  as  good 
as  an  angel. 


Purity  the   only 
heavenly  virtue. 


Maidenhood  is 
balm. 


No  scripture  war- 
rant to  disparage 
wedlock. 


1>     is    libertines 
who  do  wrong. 


man  or  woman  a  heavenly  angel,  out  of  a  lowly  one  an 
exalted  one,  out  of  a  foe  a  fiiend,  a  help  out  of  what 
harmed.  Our  flesh  is  our  foe,  and  debases  and  harmed 
us  as  it  defiled  us.  But  if  it  keep  itself  wi^out  offence, 
pure,  it  is  our  very  good  friend  and  help,  out  of  true 
service ;  for  in  it  and  trough  it  j^ou  earnest,  maiden,  to  be 
equal  to  angels  in  l^e  high  bliss  of  heaven,  and  in  ]>c 
presence  of  God  justified,  in  case  J^ou  leadest  J^eir  life  in 
]>G  frail  flesh  wi^out  frailty.  An  angel  and  a  maiden  are 
equal  in  virtue  of  maidenhoods  excellence,  j^ough  in 
blessedness  j^ey  are  yet  separate  and  divided.  And  ]70Ugh 
J>e  maidenhood  of  );em  be  J^o  more  blessed  now,  J^ine  it 
demands  fc  more  streng^'  to  preserve,  and  it  shall  be 
requited  wi^  a  higher  reward,  pis  virtue  is  J^e  only  one 
]>a,t  in  Jjis  mortal  life  shewed  in  its  estate  of  jje  bliss  im- 
mortal in  ]7e  blessed  land,  where  bride  take^  not  bride- 
groom, nor  bridegroom  bride,  and  which  teache^  here  on 
car^,  in  its  mode  of  life,  ]>e  lifeleading  of  heaven ;  and  in 
]7is  world,  which  is  called  a  land  of  unlikeness,  maintained 
her  conduct  in  ])e  likeness  of  ])e  heavenly  nature,  ]70ugh 
she  be  an  outlaw  J^erefrom,  and  in  a  frame  of  clay  and  in  a 
body  of  a  beast,  almost  lives  as  a  heavenly  angel.  Is  not 
l^is  virtue  much  to  be  extolled  by  all?  pis  is  besides  ^e 
virtue  j^at  holds  our  fi-ail  vessel,  jjat  is  our  feeble  flesh,  as 
St.  Paul  teaches,  in  entire  holiness.  And  as  ]>e  sweet 
unguent  and  expensive  beyond  o^ers,  which  is  yclept 
balm,  preserves  J'e  dead  carcass  which  is  J^erewi^  rubbed 
from  rotting,  so  do^  maidenhood  a  maidens  living  flesh, 
maintain  wi'Sout  stain  aU  her  limbs  and  her  senses,  her 
sight  and  hearing,  her  taste  and  smelling,  and  every  limbs 
feeling ;  so  J'at  ]fej  spoil  not,  nor  melt  away  J?rough  carnal 
lusts  in  jie  fil^  of  ]>e  flesh.  So  ]7at  God  ha^  jjrough  his 
grace  granted  so  much  love,  J^at  ]>ej  be  not  like  ])em  of 
whom  it  is  wi'itten  by  ]>e  profet  j^at  j>ej  in  ]?eir  fil^  rotted 
like  boars,  pat  is  to  say,  eveiy  woman  ^at  is  her  hus- 
bands slave,  and  live^  in  fil^,  he  and  she  bo^.  But  it  is 
not  said  of  ]>ese  Jjat  j^ey  rot  J^erein  if  fey  lawfully  hold  to 
Jjeir  wedlock.  But  ]>e  same  sorry  wretches  j^at,  unwedded, 
wallow  in  jre  same  foul  mire,  are  ])e  devils  boars,  who 
rides  ]>em.  and  spurs  J^em  to  do  all  J7at  he  will,  pese 
wallow  in  mire,  and  rot  away  ]7crein,  till  ]>ej  arise  J'rough 


HALT    MEIDENHAD.  '  13 

1  wummow.  heouene  engel.  of  heane.  hine.  of  fa  freond. 

help,  of  ]?atte  harmed.     Vre  flesch  if  ure  fa.  T-  Leaned  uf 

T;  hai-nie^  fe  ofte  af  ha  uf  filled.     Ah  jif  ]^at  ha  wit  hire 

wi^ute  bruche  cleane.  ha  if  uf  fwi^e  god  freowd  T;  help  of 

treowe  hure.  for  in  hire  "t  furh  hire  ]>u  of  earneft  meiden 

to  beo  engle  eueniwg  ij^e  heje  blifle  of  heuene.  1  wvS  God    on  engle,  B. 

rihte  hwew  J^u  hare  liflade  1)^1  bruchele  flesch  wi^ute  bruche    bute,  B. 

leadeft.  engel  1  meidew  boon  eueniwg  in  uertu  of  meiden-    iuertu  i,  B. 

hades  mihte  J^ah  eadinefle  ha  twinni  jette  '\  to  tweane. 

And  tah  hare  meidenhad  beo  eadiure  nu^e.  j^in  if  te  mare 

ftrewg^e  to  halden.  '\  fchal  wi^  mare  mede  beon  ]>e  for-    jjgjjjjijgjjg  j 

juldew.     pis  mihte  if  \>at  an  ]>at  ij^is  deadlich  lif  fcheape^     [Foi.  iisrf.] 

in  hire  eftat  of  ]7e  blifle  undeadlich  ijiat  eadi  lond  af  brud   brude,  B. 

ne  nime^  gume.  ne  brudgume  bruide.  T:  teche^  her  on 

eor^e  in  hire  liflade  J^e  liflade  of  heuene.  T;  ijjis  world  j>at 

if  icleopet  lo?jd  of  unlicnefle  athalt  hire  bur^e  ilicnefle  of 

heuenliche  cunde  J7ah  ha  beo  utlahe  J^rof  1.  in  licome  of  jijcomg  g/    ' 

lam  T;  in  beaftes  bodi  neh  liue^  heuenlich  engel.     Nif  tif 

mihte  of  alle  fwi^e  to  herien.     pis  if  jet  J^e  uertn  fat  halt 

ure  bruchele  feat  ]>af  if  ure  feble  flefch  as  sente  pawel 

leare^  in  hal  haKnefle.     And  af  tat  fwote  finirles  T;  deoreft 

of  o^re  J^at  if  icleopet  bafme.  wit  ]^at  deade  licome  ]>ai  if 

ter  wi'S    ifmittet   from   rotunge.    alfwa    de^   meidenhad   ismiret,  B. 

meidenef  cwike  flefch  wi^ute  wemmuwge  halt  alle  hire 

limen  T:  hire  fif  wittes.  f\\v6e  T;  heringe.  fmecchu«ge  T.  fmeal- 

luwge  T:  euch  limes  feluHge.  ]!at  ha  ne  merren  ne  formeal   flegci^iicjie  b 

ten  J7urh  licomliche  luftes  i  flefches  ful^e  ]!at  godd  haue^     [Foi.  nen.] 

]jurh  hif  grace  fe  muche  luue  vnned  ]>at  ha  ne  beo^  of  jia,  iunnen,  B. 

iliche  bi  hwam  hit  if  iwriten  ]>i(s  J^urh  ]>e  prophefe  ]>at  ha 

in  hare  wur^unge  as  eaueres  forroteden.  ]>at  if  eauer  euch 

wif  ]^at  if  hire  were  J^ral  T;  liue^  iwur^inge  he  1  hoe 

ba^e.     Ah  nif  hit  nawt  bi  ]7eose  iseid  ]>at  ha  forrotie^ 

]7rin  jif  ha  hare  wedlac  lahcliche  haldew.     Ah  j^a  ilke  fari   halJe-S,  B. 

wrecches  ]>at  i\at  ilke  fule  wur^inge  unweddede  walewi^.    K  i^e,  B. 

beo'S  \q  deueles  caueres  \at  rit  ham  I  fpure^  ha?H  to  don 

al  \at  he  wile,  jjeos  walewi^  in  wur^inge  1  forrotc^  jrin    forrotifS,  B. 
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repentance,  and  heal  ]jemselves  by  a  true  shrift  and  by 
amends  made.  Blessed  maiden !  understand  in  how  high 
dignity  ]>e  \az-tue  of  maidenhood  holds  jtee.     But  J^e  higher 

The  devil  would  jion  standest,  ]>e  more  sorely  be  afraid  to  fall  from  so  high 

from  their  high  a  degree,  as  J7e  fall  is  so  much  jie  worse,  pe  spiteful  devil 
has  his  eyes  on  j^ee,  so  high  mounted  up  towards  heaven 
J>rough  maidenhoods  power,  which  to  him  is  J^e  most  odious 
of  virtues ;  for  trough  our  Ladys  maidenhood,  who  began 

Mary  the  virgin,  it  first,  ]>e  maiden  Mary,  he  lost  J^e  dominion  over  mankind 
on  ear^,  and  Jjus  also  hell  was  robbed  of  its  prey,  and 
heaven  will  be  filled.  She  sees  J^ee  follow  her  steps  ; 
maiden,  do  as  she  did,  who  ofi'ered  her  maidenhood  first  to 
our  Lord,  when  he  chose  her  among  all  women  to  be  his 
mo)>er,  and  by  her  maidenhood  redeem  all  mankind.  Now 
J7e  old  fiend  beholde^  jjee,  and  see^  ]>ee  stand  in  );is  virtue 
so  high,  like  to  her,  and  her  Son  too,  as  an  angel  in  heaven 

The  devil  beholds  in  maidenhoods  gi'ace ;  and  he  swelled  wi^  rage,  and 
eewi  rage.  gj^Q^^g^  night  and  day  his  arrows,  dipt  in  a  venomous 
imguent,  toward  J»y  heart,  to  wound  J^ee  wi^  weakness  of 
will,  and  make  fee  to  faU,  as  Christ  forbad  j^ee  to  do.  And 
ever  as  }70u  standest  stronglier  against  him,  so  out  of  vexa- 
tion and  rage  he  j^e  madlier  warred ;  for  J?e  more  odious  it 
seems  to  him  to  be  overcome :  J'at  a  ^ing  so  feeble  as  flesh 

Does  not  like  to  is,  and  especially  j^at  of  women,  shall  overpass  him.    Every 

TToman!'  ^  ^^  wiU.  of  ])e  flesh,  and  every  lust  of  lechery  J^at  arisQ^  in 
\>j  heart  is  j^e  fiends  arrow.  But  it  wounded  not  except 
it  fasten  on  j^ee,  and  remain  so  long  ]7at  j^ou  wish  jjat  ]>y 
will  were  carried  into  execution.  While  J^y  intellect 
stands  firm,  and  chastise'6  ]»y  will,  so  fat  ])j  lust  bear  ]>ee 
not  to  what  would  be  agreeable  to  jjee,  it  harmed  free  not, 
nor  soile^S  ]>j  soul,  for  intellect  is  her  shield,  under  Gods 
grace.  While  J^e  shield  is  hole,  j^at  is,  fe  wisdom  of  jjy 
wit,  so  f&t  it  break  not  nor  bend,  ])ough  ^y  fleshly  will  be 
tmder  it  false ;  and  do  as  it  please,  j^e  fiends  arrows  fly 

Reason  Gods  away  again  upon  himself.  And  observe  for  what  reason : 
our  bodys  lust  is  ]>e  fiends  fosterchild ;  our  intellect  is 
Gods  daughter,  and  bo^  are  wi^in  us;  hence,  j^ere  is  a 
conflict,  and  needs  must  be  always,  for  fej  cease  never 
more,  whQe  here  wed  well,  to  war  one  wi^  o^er.  But 
'tis  well  wi^  him,  who  followed  wit,  God's  daughter,  for 
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a  j^at  ha  arifen  Jjurh  birewfunge  T;  healew  ham  wi^  fo^S 

fchrift  1-  wi^  deadbote.     Eadi  meiden  underftowd  in  hu 

heh  dignete  j^e  mihte  of  meidenhad  halt  te.     Ah  fe  ]>u 

herre  Itondeft.  beo  larre  offearet  to  fallen  for  fe  herre  degre. 

fe  )7e  fal  is  wui-fe.     pe  ondfule  deuel  bihalt  te  fe  hehe     [Foi.  iie*.] 

iftihew  toward  heuene  Jjurh  meidewhades  mihte  jiat  him  if  istihe,  B. 

mihte  ladeft  for  ]7urh  ure  lafdi  meidenhad  ])at  hit  bigon    J'e,  B. 

earft  j)e  meiden  marie,  he  forleas  te  lauerddom  on  moncun 

on  eor^e.  T:  "wef  helle  irobbed  T:  heuene  be^  ifulled.     He 

fe^  ]>e  folhen  hire  treoden.  meiden  can  af  heo  dude  ]>al    >e,  B. 

offi'ede  hire  meidewhad  earft  to  ure  lauerd  for  hwew  jiaf  he 

cheas  hire  bimo?ig  alle  wimmen  for  to  beow  his  moder.  T; 

jjui'h  hire  meidenhad  moncun  alefen.  nu  bihalt  te  aide 

feo«d  T;  feo^  J'e  in  ]>if  mihte  ftowden  fe  hehe  ilich  hire.  '\ 

hire  fune  af  engel  in  heuene  in  meidewhades  menfke.  T:  to 

fwoUe^   of  grome.  '\   fchote^   niht  T:  dai  hife  earewen   his,  B. 

idrewcte  of  an  attri  haliwei  toward  tin  heorte  to  wu^jdi  ]>e 

wi^  wac  wil  T;  makien  to  fallen  af  cri&  te  forbede.     And     [foI.  ii6c.] 

eaxier  fe  ]7U  ftrowgluker  ftondeft  ajain  him.  fe  he  o  tene  1 

ogrome  wodeluker  weorre^.  for  fwa  muchel  ]>e  hokerlucher   muche,  B. 

him  Jjunche^  to  beow  ouercumen  ]>at  j^ing  fe  feble  as  flefch 

if.  '\  nomeliche  of  wummow ;  fchal  him  ouerftiken.     Euch 

flefchef  wil  T;  luft  of  leccherie  ]Kit  arife^  ij^in  herte ;  if  ]>e   fleschlich,  B. 

feondes  flan.     Ah  hit  ne  wunde^  ]>e  nawt  bute  hit  feftni   fla,  B. 

ojje.  T;  leaue  fe  longe  ]>at  tu  waldeft  ]>at  ti  wil  were  ibroht 

to  werke.     Hwil  yi  wit  atftond  '\  chaifte^  ]>i  wil.  ]>at  ti   edstent,  B. 

luft  ne  beore  J^e  to  ^ai  te  lef  were;  ne  harmed  hit  te 

nawiht.  ne  fule^  ]>i  fawle  for  wit  if  hire  fcheld  under 

godef  grace.     Hwil  J^e  fcheld  if  hal  ])at  is  te  wifdom  of  J^i 

wit.  ]>at  hit  ne  breke  ne  beie.  ]>ah  ]>i  flefchliche  wil  falf  beo 

]>ex  under  T;  walde  as  hire  luste  ;  ]>e  feondef  flan  fleo^  awei   ^es,  B. 

ajain  on  him  feluew.     And  loko  hwarfore.  vre  licomes  luft     [FoI.  iierf.] 

if  te  feondes  fofter.  vre  wit  if  godes  dohter  1  ba^e  beo^    Jes,  B. 

uf  inwi^.  for  ]>i  J^er  if  a  fcht.  '\  mot  beon  aa  node  for  ne 

truke^  neautfr  mare  hwil  we  here  wunie^  weorre  ham 

bitwenen.     Ah  wel  if  him  ]>at  folhe^  wit  godef  dohter.  for 
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she  holds  wi^  maidenhood  j^at  is  her  sister.  But  on  ]>e 
Lechery  against  o'Ser  side,  ]>j  wiU,  out  of  camal  lust,  holde^  wi^  lechery, 

which  is  Jje  devils  offspring,  as  she  is,  as  sin  is  her  mo^er. 

Lechery  makes  war  on  maidenhood  wi^  ]>e  help  of  \>e 

fleshly  wiU,  and  warred  in  ]?is  wise.  Her  first  support  is 
The  lechery  of  sight ;  if  tou  gazest  often  intently  upon  any  man,  lechery 

the  eyes.  •■  -m   ,  ■,  %  •      •    -i j 

anon  prepares  herself  to  make  war  on  fy  virgimty,  and 

Of  conversation,  fijst  peers  upon  it  face  to  face.  Speech  is  her  second  help. 
If  afterwards  ye  talk  toge^er  in  an  idle  way,  and  speak  of 
unprofitable  matters,  lechery  sai^,  "Shew  me  \q  grace  of  J^y 
maidenhood,"  and  draws  it  towards  mischief,  and  J^reatens 
to  do  it  shame  and  harm  afterwards.     And  she  keeps  her 

Of  kisses.  promise,  for  soon  \q  kiss  come^S,  )7at  is  her  ^ird  support ; 

jjen  lechery,  to  shame  and  to  disgrace,  spits  in  maiden- 
hoods face,     pe  four^  support  towards  ruining  maiden- 

of  romping.  hood  is  improper  handling.  Guard  her,  \en.  For  if  ye  \en 
put  hands  in  any  place  improperly,  \en  lechery  smite^  on 

Then  is  virgimty  J>e  virtue  of  maidenhood,  and  wounded  it  sore  :  at  last  it 
give^  fat  dreary  deed,  J^at  dint  of  dea^.  Wellaway!  for 
J»at  rueful  work.  Never  do^  maidenhood  come  alive  again 
after  )jat  wound.     "Whosoever  j^at  should  J^en  see  how  \q 

The  angels  dis-  augels  are  fluttered,  who  see   beir  sister  so  sorrowfully 

turhed,  the  devils  -it.i-i  -ii         i-ii  i    ■,       , 

dance.  fallen,  and  how  pe  devils  hop  and  laugh  aloud,  and  beat 

J^eir  hands  toge^er,  stony  were  his  heart  if  it  melted  not 
in  tears.  "Ware  \ee,  seely  maiden.  It  is  said  |>at  oppor- 
tunity makes  \q  ^ief.  Flee  from  and  carefully  avoid  all 
Jjings  of  which  J^is  irremediable  loss  may  arise ;  J^at  is,  first 

Avoid  opportu-  of  all,  \e  place  and  \e  time,  j^at  might  induce  J^ee  to  do 
amiss.  Against  o^er  immoralities  men  may  fight  standing. 
But  against  lechery,  ]70u  must  turn  \q  back,  if  J^ou  wilt 

Flee.  overcome,  and  fight  by  retreating.     And  in  tru^  if  J70U 

J^inkest  and  lookest  up  towards  J^e  great  reward  J^at 
awaited  maidenhood,  jjou  wilt  pass  lightly  by,  and  blij^ely 
endure  fe  damage  J^at  \oxl  sufferest  as  regards  Jjy  fleshly 
will,  and  camal  lust,  which  \o\x  restrainest  here,  and  in  a 
while  wilt  leave,  for  bliss  j^at  corned  J^erefrom,  wi]?out  any 
ending.  And  what  is  j^e  bliss  ?  Lo,  God  himself  sai^  j^rough 
]7e  profet,  "  ]7ey  J'at  have  cast  off  from  J^em  \q  lusts  of  )>e 
flesh  and  keep  my  sabba^,"  j'at  is  to  say,  keep  Jjem  resting 
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ha  halt  wi^  meidcnhaci  ]>af  if  hire  fuftcr.     Ah  J^i  wil  on 
o^er  half  of  ]>at  licomliche  lull  halt  wi^  leccherie.     pat  if 
]>e  clcouclef  ftrcon  af  heo  if  T;  funne  hire  moder.    Leccherie 
0  meidc?jhad  wi^  help  of  flescliliche  wil ;  weoiTe^  o  j>i{ 
"vrife.     Hii-e  forme  full!  if  fih^e.     ^if  J^u  bihaldef  ofte  ftike-    stikelunge,  B. 
linde  on  eni  mon ;  leccherie  ananriht  grci^e^  hire  wi^  ]>at 
to  weorrew  oj^i  meidenhad.  '\  feche^  earfl  upon  hire  nebbe 
to  uebbe.     Speche  if  hire  o^er  help,     ^if  je  J^rafter  j^enne 
Ipeken  toeedere  foUiche.  1  talked  of  unnet.  leccherie  fei^ 
fcho  me  ]>e  menfke  of  J^i  meidenhad.  '\  tuke^  hire  al  to     [FoI.  ii7a.] 
wundre  T:  ]7reat  to  don  hire  fchome.  T:  harmen  J^rafter.  1 
hald  hire  foreward.  for  fone  fe  cos  cumc^  for^  fat  if  hire 
fridde  fulft;  fcnne  fint  leccherie  to  fchome  T:  to  bifmere 
meidenhad  o]?e  nebbe.  J;e  feor^e  fulft  to  mcn'e  meidenhad 
]>at  if  unhende  felunge.  wite  hire  ])e)me.  for  jif  je  ]?cnne 
hondlen  ow  in  ani  ftude  untoheliche.  j^enne  fmit  leccherie    hondli^,  B. 
o]>e  mihte  of  meidenhad  T;  wunde^  hire  fare.  ]>at  dreori 
dede  on  ende  jiue^  j>at  dea^es  dunt.     "Weila  J>at  reow^e. 
ne  acwike^  neauer  meidenhad  after  ]>at  wunde.     Hwa  ]>at   "Wei  ]ic,  B. 
fehe  Jjewne  hu  j^e  engles  beo^  ifweamed  ]>at   feo^  hare    >e,  B. 
fufter  fwa  forhfulliche  afaUet.     And  te  deoueles  hoppen  T: 
kenchinde  beaten  hondes  to  eederes ;  ftani  were  his  heorte 
jif  ha  ne  mealte  iteares.     "Wite  J7C  feli  meiden.     Man  fei^      [FoI.  nn.] 
j>at  eife  make^  j^eof.  fleh  alle  thi?igef  T:.  forbuh  jeorne  j>at 
tus  unboteliche  lure  of  mahe  arifen.  j>at  if  on  aire  earft  j>e 
ftude  T;  te  time  ]>at  mahtew  bringe  fe  on  mif  for  to  donne. 
Wi^  o^re  unjjcawcf  men  mai  ftondinde  fehten.     Ah  ajain 
leccherie  ]>u  moft  twrne  fo  rug  jif  fix  wult  ouercumen  T: 
wi^  fluht  M\tcn.     And  fo^ef  jif  fn  J»enchef  1.  bihaldeft  on    jiencbest,  B. 
heh  to  ward  te  muchcle  mede  fat  meidenhad  abided  ;  fu. 
wult  lete  lehtliche.  T;  abeore  bli^eliche  fc  derf  fat  tu 
drehcft  onont  ti  flefchliche  wil  T;  ti  licomef  luft  fat  tu 
forberef  her.  T:  ane  hwile  leaueft  for  blille  fat  cume^  j^rof 
wi^uten  ani  ende.     And  hwuch  is  te  blilfe ;  low  godd    j-e,  B. 
himfelf  fei^  J-urh  Jjc  prophcte.  J^eo  fat  habbi¥  fram  ham    yc,  B. 
icoruen  flefchcf  luftes  1  halde^  mine  fabaz  fat  if  haldcn    forcoruen,  B. 

2 
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from  fleshly  work  and  hold  to  my  covenant,  "I  promise 
Isaiah M. 5.       J^cm,"  he  sai^,  "to  give  j^em  in  my  kingdom  a  place  and  a 

name  better  J^an  of  sons  and  of  daughters."  "Who  could 
Dwells    on  the  wish  for  more?    Who  can  Hnk  of  be  weal,  be  joy  and  J^e 

text,  interpreting- 

it  of  the  after  bliss,  be  exalted  nature  of  be  reward,  which  bese  same  few 

life.  '  ^  .  '.  . 

words  comprehend ?  "I  wUl,"  he  sai^,  " give  J^em  a  place 
and  a  name  better  J'an  of  sons  and  of  daughters."  Such 
is  his  promise,  and  it  is  as  ]70ugh  it  were  promised  j^em  to 
sing  wi^  angels,  whose  fellows  }7ey  are,  by  j'eir  heavenly 
mode  of  life,  J'ough  as  yet  here  ]>ej  dwell  in  )7e  flesh  on 
ear^.     To  sing  J7at  sweet  song  and  j^at  heavenly  music, 

Tumsit  to  maid- especially  meny,  which  no  saints  may  sing,  but  maidens 
only,  in  heaven :  and  to  follow  God  Almighty,  full  of  every 

Kev.  xiv.  9.  good,  whi^ersoovcr  he  turned,  as  j>c  o^ers  must  not,  ]?ough 
]>ey  all  be  his  sons  and  his  daughters.  Nor  do  any  of  ]>c 
o^ers  wear  ci'owns,  nor  can  J^eir  beauty,  nor  can  J^eir  vest- 

An  insight  into  ments  Compare  to  j^eirs,  ]>c  maidens,  so  immeasurably  bright 
J>ey  be,  and  sheen  to  look  on.  And  what  shall  be  J^eir 
song,  ]7eirs  alone,  and  j>eii  progress  after  God,  whi^crso- 
ever  he  turned  ?   and  J^eir  condition  so  fair  beyond  all 

What  song  in  o^ers  ?  Understand  and  take  heed.  All  j>eiY  song  in 
heaven  is  to  jtank  God  for  his  grace  and  goodness,  pe 
wedded  yank  him  j>a,t  when  J^ey  would  have  fallen  at  once 
utterly  downwards,  j>ej  fell  not  utterly  (so)  down,  for  wed- 
lock preserved  j^em,  J>at  same  law  which  God  ha^  established 
for  Jje  unstrong.  Por  well  our  Lord  knew  ]>at  all  could 
not  maintain  ]?cmselves  in  J^e  height  of  j^e  grace  of  maiden- 
hood :  but  he  said  when  he  spake  jjereof,  "Kot  all,"  quo^ 

Matt. xix.  12.  he,  "receive  J^is  word.  Whosover  can  receive  it,  let  him 
receive  it,  I  counsel  him,"  quo^  he.    "What  God  commands 

Distinction    be-  is  one  bing,  what  he  counsels  is  ano^er.     "What  bings  he 

tween    duties   of  ■•      °  j      o 

obligation     and  commands  bem  a  man  must  needs  keep,  if  he  will  be  saved. 

that     which     is         ,   ,  . 

more  expedient,  and  pey  are  common  alike  to  all  men  alive :  his  counsels  are 
of  high  matters,  and  are  to  his  dearest  friends,  which  are 
vile  in  )>is  world  and  hard  to  fulfil,  )'ough  light  to  aU  who 
have  a  due  love  towards  him  and  a  true  fai^.  But  who- 
soever keepe^  j'ese  counsels,  earne'S  a  measure  of  heavenly 
reward  filled  overfull  and  running  over.    Such  is  jie  counsel 
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ham  ircftc  from  j^at  flcfchliche  were.  T.  haldcn  me  forcwarcl ;     [FoI.  ii7f.] 

Jch  behate  ham  he  lei^  imi  kincriche  to  jiuen  ham  Ihicle      '      '''    ' 

T;  beterc  noma  ]?en  fimcn  T;  dohtrcn.     Hwa  mihte  wilni 

mare ;  Eunuch?^s  qui  leruau^rit  fabbata  mea  &c.    Hwa  mei 

Jjence  j^e  weole.  ]>e  winne  T:  te  blille  jje  hehfcipe  of  ]}o 

mede  ]>at  tif  ilke  lut  wordef  bicluppen  abutew  JchuUe  he   bccluppeS,  B. 

fei^  jeouen  ham  ftude  1  nome  betere  J^en  {nnen  1.  dohtrcn. 

pnlli  bihcafte  1  hit  if  ilich  fat  \at  ham  if  bihatcw  to 

fingen  wi^  englef  hwaf  felahef  ha  bco^  \uxh  Made  of 

heueno.  \at  jet  j^er  he  wune^  flefchliche  on  eor^e  to  finge   j'e,  B. 

\at  fwote  fowg  T:  fiat  englene  dream  ut  nume  murie  \at 

nana  halwes  ne  mahew  bute  meidenef  anc  fingen  in  heiiene.    °^^^  -^       "^^ 

T:  folhen  godd  almihti  euch  godes  ful  hwider  fe  he  eauer 

wended  af  \q  o^re  ne  mahe?^  nawt  j^ah  ha  heon  alle  hife   his,  B. 

funnen  T:  alle  hife  dehtren.     Ne  nan  of  \c.  o^ref  crunew  ne 

hare  wlite.  ne  hare  wcden  ne  mahen  encnen  to  h'are  fe  unimete     [FoI-  md.'\ 

brihte  ha  beo^  T:  fchene  to  bifeon  on.     And  hwat  bi^  hare 

anef  fowg.  T:  after  godd  hare  anef  gong,  hwider  fe  he  eauer   ?ong,  B. 

tt^rne^  ?  and  hare  fare  fo  feire  beforen  alle  o^re  ?    Vndcr- 

ftowd  '\  nim  jeme.     Al  hare  fojzg  in  heuene  if  for  to  \ovl\\   IJ*^^  ^'i;  ?.' 

godd  of  hif  gmce  T;  of  hif  goddede.     pe  iwcddede  ];onkcn 

him  \at  ha  lanhure  hwew  ha  alles  walden  fallew  duneward ; 

ne  felle?2  nawt  wi^  alle  adun  for  wedlac  ham  ikepte  \at    \ie,  B. 

ilke  lahe  \at  godd  haue^  iltald  for  j^e  unllronge.  for  wcl    ])e,  B. 

wiile  ure  lauerd  \at  alle  ne  mihten  nawt  haldew  i\Q  hehe 

of  mcidcnhadef  mihte.  ah  feidc  ])a  he  fpec  Jrof  Non  omwcf 

capiu^it  hoc  uc/'bum  Ne  underncome^  nawt  (\uo^  he  y\i  underuoS,  B. 

ilke  word  alle.     Qlui  potell  capere  capiat.     Hwafe  hit  me 

undcrneomoi ;  und^rneome  ich  rcade  q^  he.     O^er  if  ])at 

godd  hat ;  T:  o^er  if  tat  he  reades.     pa  ilke  Jiiwges  \at  he    rcat,  B. 

hat ;  J'eo  mot  mon  nede  haldcn  \at  wile  bcow  iburhen.  T:     [loi.  usn.] 

}7C0  boon  to  alio  men  oliuc  iliche  mcane.  hif  readef  beo^  of  imeauc,  B. 

hah  )7ing.  T:  to  hife  leoucll  friewd  j^e  lut  ij^is  worlde.  T: 

dcrue  beo^  to  fullcw  T.  lihtc  j^ah  hwafe  hauc^S  riht  luuc  to 

him  T;  treowo  bileaue.     Ah  hwafe  halt  \a  ;  ho  earned  him 

ouerfullct  ful  T:  oucreornindc  met  of  hcue^Jliche   mode. 
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Maidenhood  not  of  maiclenhood,  whicli  God  commanded  not,  but  counsels. 

a  '^recommenda-  "Whosoever  will  be  oue  of  J^e  troop  of  his  dearest  friends, 

^'°"'  and  as  it  were  his  darling,  let  him  do  his  counsel  and  earn 

himself  crown  upon  crown.     So  Saint  Paul  glve^  counsel 

1  Cor.  vii.  26.  to  maidens  to  be  as  he  was,  and  sai^  j^at  it  is  well  for  J'era 
who  so  can  keep  J^emselves  :  nor  does  he  order  it  any  o^er- 
wise.  For  always  as  aught  is  more  precious,  it  is  harder 
to  preserve.  And  if  it  were  commanded  and  yet  not  ob- 
served, 'pe  breach  would  be  deadly  sin.     Hence  was  wed- 

fo/the'^weak'^^"^  ^^^^  legalised  in  holy  church  as  a  bed  for  J^e  sick,  to  sustain 
J^e  unstrong,  so  Jjat  nojiing  can  stand  in  ))e  high  hill  so 

Wedlock  less  spi-  near  to  heaven  as  be  virtue  of  maidenhood,     pis,  ben,  is  be 

ritual  than  maid-  ^  n      •,  i     z-t    j 

enhood.  song  of  ]>em  who  are  in  j>e  law  of  wedlock,  to  J^ank  (roa 

and  glorify  him,  for  j^at  he  at  once  prepared  Jjem,  when 
jiej  fell  short  of  maidenhoods  elevation,  to  alight  in  such  a 
place  jrnt  J^ey  were  not  hurt,  J^ough  J^ey  were  brought  lower, 
and  fat  whatsoever  in  jiat  got  hurt  J^ey  should  heal  wi^ 
almsdeeds.     fis,  ]>en,  ])e  wedded  sing,  ^at  J^rough  Gods 

Song  of  praise  by  gooducss  and  mercy  of  his  grace,  ])ough  J^ey  have  driven 
downwards,  J^cy  halt  in  wedlock  and  softly  alight  in  |je  bed 
of  its  law,  for  whosoever  failed  out  of  the  grace  of  maiden- 
hood so  fat  fe  cui'tained  bed  of  wedlock  hold  fern,  not,  drive 
down  to  fe  ear^  so  terribly  j^at  fej  are  dashed  limb  from 

Fornicators.  limb  :  bo^  joint  and  muscle,  pese  shall  never  sing  a  song 
in  heaven,  but  shall  sing  fe  song  of  fe  lamenter  evermore 
in  hell,  except  repentance  raise  j^em  to  life,  and  J^ey  heal  j^em- 
selves  wi^  true  shrift  and  repentance,  for  if  fej  are  in  fe 
circle  of  fe  widowed,  and  must  in  j^e  circle  of  fe  widowed 

Song  of  the  'wi-  sing  before  be  wedded  in  heaven,  bis  ben  is  beir  song  to 

dowed.  ,  .  '   /       /  J  *-' 

glorify  J7eir  lord,  and  J7ank  him  heartily  fat  his  power 
kept  l^em  chaste  in  purity,  J^at  J^ey  had  tried  J^e  fil^ 
of  fe  flesh,  and  J^at  he  had  gi-anted  j^em  in  j^is  world  to 
amend  j^eir  sins.  Sweet  are  J^ese  songs.  But  fe  maidens 
Songof  themaid-  song  is  altoge^er  unlike  J^ese,  being  common  to  fern,  wi^ 
angels.  Music  beyond  all  music  in  heaven.  In  j^eir  circle 
is  God  himself ;  and  his  dear  mo^er,  fe  precious  maiden,  is 
hidden  in  j^at  blessed  company  of  gleaming  maidens :  nor 
may  any  but  j^ey  dance  and  sing,  for  J-at  is  ever  ]>eir  song, 
to  ]jank  God  and  glorify  him  jiiat  he  gave  J^em  so  much 
grace  from  himself,  ]?at  for  him  j^ey  renounced  every  ear^ly 
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Swuch  if  meidenliadef  read  jtat  godd  ne  hat  na^vi; ;  all 

read.     Hwuch  fe  wile  beon  of  ]>e  lut  of  hif  leouefte  freond 

T;  af  hif  deore  dcrli?2g ;  don  hif  read  T;  earnin  hi?;i  crune 

•upo  crune.     Alfwa  fente  pawel  jiue^  read  to  mcidenes.  to    he    mcidenef 

beow  as  he  was.  '\  sei^  ]>a,t  wcl  if  ham  ]>at  fwa  ham  mahen  ' 

haldew.  ne  hat  he  hit  nan  o^ref  weis.  for  eauer  fe  deore    opov,  B. 

]>ing.  fe  if  derure  to  biwitene.     And  jif  hit  were  ihatcn  '\ 

nawt  ta  ihalden  ;  ]>e  bruche  were  deadliche  funne.  for  J^i  was     [Foi.  1186.] 

wedlac  ilahet  in  hali  chirche  af  bed  to  feke.  to  ihente  J^e 

unftronge.  ]>af  ne  malite?i  nawt  fto?jden  hi  jje  hehe  hul  T:  fe  J^ene  mahen,  B, 

neh  heuene  af  meidenhades  milite.     pif  if  tenne  hare  fo?ig    )>eiine,  B. 

yat  beon  ilahe  of  wedlac.   J>o«ki   godd  I  hericn  'pat   he 

grei"6ede  ham  lanhure  ]>a,  ha  walden  of  meidenef  hehfcipe. 

a  fwuch  ftude  in  to  lihten  J^at  ha  nerew  nawt  ihurt  )>ah  ha 

weren  ilahet.     And  hwat  fe  ha  Jjrin  hurte?^  ham  ;  wi^ 

ealraes  deden  healden.     pis  linge^  j^ewne  iweddede.  ]^at  ha 

J>urh  godes  milce  T;  merci  of  his  grace  ]7a  ha  driuen  du«e- 

ward  ;  i  wedlac  at  ftuttew.  T:  in  ]>e  bed  of  his  lahe  fofteliche 

lihtew.  for  hwafe  fwa  failed  of  meidewhedef  menfke  fat 

wedlakef  heueld  bed  nawt  ham  ne  ihente  ;  fe  ferliche  ha    heuel,  B. 

driuen  dun  to  be  eor^e  ]>at  al  ham  if  tolimet  li^  ba  T;  lire. 

Jieos  ne  fchulew  neau^r  fo«g  fingen  in  heuene  ah  fchulcn 

weimeres  leod  ai  mare  in  belle,  bute  jif  bireowfinge  areare     [Foi.  nsc] 

ham  to  line.  T;  heale  ham  wi^  fo^  fchrift  T:  wi^  deadbote. 

for  }if  ha  beo^  iwidewene  ring.  T;  fchulew  iwidewcne  ring  acwiket  &  iraa- 

bifore  J^e  iweddede  fingen  in  heuene  ]>at  if  tenne  hare  foHg  ■^^^^.^'  b.  adds. 

to  hericn  hare  drihtin  T:  Jionken  him  jeorne  ])at  hif  mihte 

ham  icleanfchipe  chafte  after  ]>ath3i  hefden  ifondet  flefchef 

ful^e.  T;  jettede  ha/«  iwif  world  to  bete  hare  funne?i.   Swote    bcten,  B. 

beo^  jjeos  fongef    Ah  al  if  meidenef  fo?ig  unlich  J'cofe  wi^ 

englef  imeane.  dream  ouer  al  J^e  dreamef  in  heuene.     Jn 

heore  ring  ]>ev  if  godd  felf  T:  hif  deore  moder  fc  dcore- 

wur^e  meidon  jm  heucnliche  cwen  Icat  i  ]>at  cadi  trume  of 

fchimerinde  meidenef.  ne  motew  nane  bute  hco  boppcn  no    butcn,  B. 

fingen.  for  j^at  if  ai  hare  fo»g  j^onkcn  godd  T;  hcrie»  ]>at  he  a  i,  B.,  and  so 

on  ham  fc  muche  grrtce  jef  of  hbn  feluen  ]^at  ha  forfokeu 
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man  and  kept  j^emselves  clean  ever  from  carnal  defilements 
in  body  and  in  breast :  and  instead  of  a  man  of  clay  took 
j^e  lord  of  life,  ]>e  king  of  J^e  high  bliss,  whence  he  shewed 
]>em.  grace  before  all  o^ers,  as  ]>e  bridegroom  do^  his  wedded 
spouse,  pis  song  none  but  ]'ey  may  sing.  All,  as  I  before 
Maidens    follow  said,  follow  our  Lord,  and  yet  none  entirely  so :  for  in  ]>o 

Christ  in  heaven.  ...  „  ,, 

Kev.  xiv.  i.  grace  of  maidenhood  and  m  its  virtue,  none  may  loUow 
him,  nor  ]>e  blessed  maiden,  ])C  lady  of  angels,  and  grace  of 
maidens,  but  maidens  only.  And  hence  is  J^eir  attire  so 
bright  and  sheen  beyond  all  o^ers,  )?at  ]>ej  always  go  next 
to  God  whiter  soever  he  turned.  And  ]>ej  all  aie  crowned 
and  rewarded  in  heaven  wi^  champions  crowns.  But 
maidens  have  beyond  j^at  which  is  common  to  all  alike,  a 

Maidens  auiioic.  diadcm  shining  shecncr  j^an  j^e  sun.  Aureola  it  is  called 
in  ]>e  Latin  language.  It  is  not  for  human  speech  to  tell 
of  ]>o  like  of  ]>c  iiowers  j^at  are  drawn  J;ereon,  nor  of  )>e  gcm- 
stoncs  ]7erein.  So  many  privileges  shew  full  plainly  who 
are  j^e  maidens,  and  separate  Jjem  from  the  o^ers  wi^  so 
many  graces,  world  wi^out  end.  Of  J^ese  J^ree  sorts, 
maidenhood  and  widowhood,  and  j^irdly,  wedlockhood,  j^ou 
mayst  know  by  j^e  degrees  of  ]7cir  bliss,  which  and  by  how 
much  it  surpasses  J^e  o^ers.     For  wedlock  has  its  fruit 

Maidenhood  ic-  J^irtyfold  in  heavcu,  widowhood  sixtyfold ;  maidenhood  wi^ 

dredfoid.  a  hundredfold  overpasses  bo^.    Consider,  J'en,  hereby,  who- 

soever from  her  maidenhood  descended  into  wedlock,  by 
how  many  degrees  she  failed  downward.  She  is  a  hun- 
dred degrees  elevated  towards  heaven,  while  she  holds  to 
maidenhood,  as  J^e  reward  proved,  and  she  leaped  into 

Wedlock  lower  in  wedlock  )jat  is  downward  to  fe  J^irtie^  over  ]>ree  twenties 
and  yet  more  by  ten  (60  +  10=70).  Is  not  ]7at  a  big  leap 
downward  at  one  turn  ?  And  yet  it  must  be  endured.  And 
God  ha^  made  it  low,  as  I  before  said,  lest  any  one  should 
leap :  and  ]7en  at  once  be  not  what  belongs  to  him,  and 
should  dive  down  headlong,  wi^out  regard,  deep  into  hell. 
Of  such  as  Jiese  we  are  not  to  speak,  for  ]iej  be  scratched 
out  of  j^e  book  of  life  in  heaven.     But  observe  more  ex- 

sorrows  of  wed-  actly,  as  we  before  bad,  what  J^e  wedded  sufier,  j^at  j^ou 
mayst  know  J^ercby  how  merry  ]70u  mayst  live,  a  maiden 
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for  hi»i  euch  eor^lich  mon  '\  heldew  ham  cleane  ai  fra     [FoI.  usrf.] 
flefchliche  fallen  ibodi  1  ibreollc.  T;  i  ftude  of  mon  of  lam ; 
token  Hues  lanerd  ]>e  kiwg  of  ]>e  hehe  bliffe.  for  liwi  he 
menfke^  ham  fe  muchol  biforen  alle  fje  o^re.  as  te  brud- 
gume  de^  hif  weddede  fpMse.  pif  loHg  ne  mahcn  nanc  butc 
heo  fingen.    Alle  afich  feide  ear  folhen  ure  lauerd.    T;  tah   foii^ig  g, 
nawt  oner  al.  for  i]>e  menfke  of  meiden  had  T:  in  hire  mihte 
ne  mahe  nane  folhen  him.  ne  ]>af  eadi  meidew  englene  lafdi 
T:  meidenef  menfke.  bute  meidenef  menfke/  butc  meidenef  i  So  in  MS. 
ane.     And  for  J?i  if  hare  aturn  fe  briht  T:  ie  fchene  bifore?i 
alle  o^re  ]>at  ha  ea^  eauer  nell  godd  hwiderfe  he  t?0'ne^. 
And  alle  ha  beo^  icruned  ])at  bliffed  in  heuene  wi^  kem- 
pene  crune.     Ah  ]>e  meidenef  habben  upo  fat.  fat  if  to    ]7eo  fe,  B. 
alle  Oiche  imeano  a  gerlaundefche  fchinende  fcheni'e  fen  fe 
funne.     Auriole  ihatew  olatinef  ledene.  fe  flurf  fat  beo^ 
idrahe  ]?ron.  ne  j^e  jimftanes  J^rin  to  tellen  of  hare  euene  ne     [foI.  iioa.] 
if  na  mownef  fpeche.     pus  feole  prmilegef  fcheawe^  ful   nis,  B. 
futelliche  hwucche  beo»  j^e  meidnef  T;  fundre^  ham  fram 
fe  o^re  wi^  fus  feole  menfken  world  buten  ende.    Of  feos 
fre  had  meidewhad  T:  widewehad  1  te  J^ridde  wedlached 
J7U  maht  bi  J^e  degrez  of  hare  bliffe  icnawen  hwuch  '\  bi 
hu  muchel  j^e  an  palled  fe  o^re.  for  wedlac  haue^  hire 
frut  ];rittifald  in  heuene.  widewehad ;  fixti  fald.    Maiden- 
had  wi^  hundred  fald  ouer  oea^  ba^e.  loke  J7e;me  her  bi 
hwa  fe  of  hire  maidenhad  lihte^  in  to  wedlac  ;  bi  hu  moni 
degrez  ha  failed  duncward.     Ha  is  an  hundred  degrez 
ihehct  toward  heuene  hwil  ha  meideuhad  halt  af  fat  frut 
preoue^  T,  leaped   in  to  wedlac  fat  if  duneward  to  J-e  dun  ncoSev,  B. 
J?rittu^e  oner  J^rie  twenti  '\  jot  ma  bi  tene.  nif  fat  at  an 
chere  a  muche  lupe  duneward.  T:  tah  hit  if  to  ]7olicn.    And    [FoI.  n9i>.] 
godd  haue^  ilahed  hit  as  ich  ear  feide.  lefte  hwa  fe  leope. 
T:  tennc  lahure  nawt  nere  hwat  kep  to  him  1  driue  adun 
fwirefor^  wi^uten  ikepunge  deope  in  to  helle.     Of  j^oos 
nis  nawt  to  fpeken  for  ha  beo^  ifcrepte  ut  of  Hues  writ  in 
heuene.     ^  Ah  fcheawe  witerlukcr  as  fe  car  bihctcn  hwat 
drchcn  fe  iwcddcdc  fat  tu  icnawc  Jicrbi  hu  miuio  j^u  maht 
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in  J7y  maidenhood,  beyond  what  ]^ey  live,  in  addition  to  J^e 
mir^  and  grace  in  heaven  which  mou^  cannot  name.  Now 
)'ou  art  wedded  and  from  so  high  estate  alighted  so  low : 
from  being  in  likeness  of  angels,  from  being  Jesus  Christs 
leman,  from  being  a  lady  in  heaven  (fallen)  into  ]>e  fil^  of 
]>e  flesh,  into  j^e  manner  of  life  of  a  beast  [Bona  verba, 
katafryx],  into  j^e  ^ralldom  of  a  man,  and  into  ]>e  sorrows 
of  j^e  world.  Yea  now!  what  fruit  has  it  and  for  what 
pui-pose  chiefly  is  it?  All  for  ])at,  or  partly  for  )7at.  13e 
now  well  assured,  to  cool  j^y  lust  wi^  fil^  of  J^i  body,  to 
have  delight  of  ]>j  fleshly  will  from  mans  intercourse,  before 
God  it  is  a  nauseous  J'ing  to  ^ink  )^oreon,  and  to  speak 
J:'ereof  is  yet  more  nauseous.  Consider,  ]7cn,  of  what  sort 
is  l^at  same  j'ing  and  ]?at  deed  to  be  done.  All  j^at  foul 
delight  is  in  fil^  ended,  (in  a  moment,)  as  'pon  tui'nest  ]>me 
hand.  But  )'at  loa^some  beast  remains  and  lasts  on ; 
and  ]>e  disgust  at  it  long  after.  If  it  be  illegitimate  it 
haunted  O^e  doers)  in  an  inward  hell ;  for  ]'at  temporary 
pleasure  j  ere  is  an  endless  pain  except  J-ey  abandon  it  and 
bitterly  atone  for  it  on  car^  under  direction  of  J^eir  con- 
fessor, unless  ]>ej  scorn  to  do  what  j^ey  ^ink  wrong  and  ill 
to  hear  of.  Por  when  it  is  such,  and  by  far  more  loa^some 
j^an  any  well-conditioned  mou^  for  shame  may  tell  of,  what 
make^  it  loved  among  beastly  men,  except  j'cir  great  im- 
morality which  beared  ]>em.  as  beasts  to  all  J'at  pleases  ]>em, 
as  Jjough  J7ey  had  not  in  fern,  any  wit  nor  power  of  distin- 
guishing fe  two,  good  and  evil,  as  a  man  ha^,  nor  what  is 
comely  and  uncomely,  any  more  j^an  beasts  have,  wi^  j^oir 
dumb  mou^s.  Yea,  even  less  j^an  beasts,  for  J7ese  do  j^eir 
natural  bidding  wi^out  wit,  ]70ugh  J^ey  be  restrained  to  one 
time  of  ]>e  year.  Many  of  j^em  keep  to  one  mate,  and  after 
loss  of  J'at  will  take  to  no  oj'er.  And  man  j^at  should 
have  wit  and  do  all  j^at  he  do^  according  to  its  direction, 
followed  J7at  fil^  at  every  time :  and  takes  one  after  ano]7er, 
and  what  is  worse,  many  toge^er.  See  how  j^is  immorality 
brings  ])ee  to  J^e  level,  not  only  of  witless  beasts  dumb  and 
brokenbacked  {prone),  bent  towards  ]>o  ear^  ;  Jiee  J'at  ai't 
in  intellect  created  in  ];e  image  of  God,  and  erected  bo^ 
body  and  head  towards  heaven;  because  ]>ou  shouldest 
raise  ]>j  heart  towards  ]7at  place  where  jjine  heritage  is ; — 
take  notice  how  }?is  immorality  make^  ]>ee  not  only  an 
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liuen  meidcM  ij^i  raeidenhad  oner  ]>at  heo  libben.  tcke  ]>e    libben,  B. 

murh^e  T;  te  menfke  in  heuene.  ]!at  mu^  ne  mai  nummnon 

Nu  jju  art  iwedded.  T:  of  fe  heh  fe  lahe  iliht.  of  engleno 

ilicnefle.  of  ih'u  cr/ftef  leofmow.  of  leafdi  in  heuene  ;  in  to 

flefchef  ful^e.  in  to  beaftef  liflade.  in  to  mownef  ]?eowdom 

T:  in  to  worldes  weane.    ^^i  nu-  hwat  frut  T;  for  hwuch  j^ing 

meaft  hit  is.  al  for  j>i.  o^er  ane  deale  J^er  fore,  bco  nu  fo^ 

cnawef.  for  to  kele  ]>i  luft  wi^  ful^e  of  J?i  licome.  for  to     [Foi.  iioc] 

habbe  delit  of  ]>i  flefchliche  wil  of  mownef  imeane.  for  gode 

hit  if  wlateful  ]>ing  for  te  J^enke  j^ron  T:  for  to  fpeke  Jierof ;  jet 

wlatefube.  loke  ]>enne  hw[u]ch  beo  j>at  felue  j^iwg.  T:  J^at  dede 

to  donne.    Al  j^at  fule  delit  if  wi^  ful^e  aleid  af  tu  twrnefl 

ym  hond.  Ah  ]}at  la^liche  beaft  leaned  1  laft  for^.  And  te 

of]7unchi«ge  ]>Yoi  longe  j^er  after.     Aut  te  unseli  horlinges  T.  has  here  an 

unlaheliche  hit  haunted  in  inwarde  helle  for  ^at  hwilewde  ^'■'*^"'^'^- 

luft  endelef  pine  bute  jif  ha  hit  leauen  T;  hit  on  eor^e 

under  fchrift  bitterliche  beten.  forhohe  for  to  don  hit  fat  te 

)7unche^  uuel  of  T;  eil  for  ta  heren.  for  hwen  hit  if  J^ullieh 

T:  muche  dale  la^luker  Jien  eni  welitohe  mu^  for  fehome 

mahe  feggen.  hwat  make^  hit  iluued  bituhhe  beaftliche 

men  bute  hare  muchele  unj^eaw  ]>at  bere^  af  beaftef  to  al 

]>at  ham  lufte^  as  tab  ha  nefden  wit  in  ham  ne  tweire     [FoI.  ii9rf.] 

fchead  as  mon  haue^  ba  of  god  T:  of  uuel.  of  cumelich  T;  of 

uncumelich  na  mare  ]>en  beaftes  ]>af  dumbe  neb  habbe^. 

Ah  leaffe  jjen  beaftes  jet.  for  );eos  do^  hare  cunde  wi^ute    bute,  B. 

•wit  ]?ah  ha  beon  in  a  time  of  ]>e  jer.     Moni  halt  hi/«  tU.  an 

make,  ne  nule  after  jiat  lure  neauer  nimen  o^er.    And  mon 

]>at  fchulde  haue  wit  %  do  al  ]>at  he  dude  after  hire  wiftinge.    ^'•"jlm/o-c  b 

folhe^  ]>at  ful^e  in  eauer  cuch  time.  T:  nime^  an  after  an. 

T:  monie  ])at  if  wurfe  ;  monie  to  cederef.  loke  hu  ]>i{  un- 

]7caw  ne  eucne^  ]>o  nawt  ane  to  witlcfe  beaftes  dumbe  T; 

broke  rugget  ibuhe  toward  te  eor^c.  ]>g  \at  art  iwit  iwraht 

to  godef  ilicnclTe.  1   iriht  ba  bodi  up  '\  heaued  toward 

heuene.  for  \i  \at  tu  fchuldeft  ]7in  herte  heouew  Jjiderward 

as  tin  heritage  if  1  eor^c  forhohien.     Nim  jcmc  hu  j^if   J'in,  B. 

un]7eaw  no  make^  \q  nawt  ane  cucniwg  ne  ilich  him  ah    [FoI.  i20n.] 
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The  animal  na-  equal  and  like  to  \>em,  beasts,  but  do^  much  more  odiously, 
'  and  what  is  more  to  be  guarded  against,  ]7ee,  j^at  misshapest 
jjyself,  wilfully  and  purposely,  into  j^eir  nature ;  J'at  for- 
feitest  so  high  a  destiny,  J^e  virtue  and  fitness  of  maiden- 
hoods grace,  for  so  foul  a  fil^  as  was  above  exposed.   Who- 

Carnai  pleasures  soever,  from  being  an  angel,  alighted  to  become  lower  tan 

make  one  "lower        ,  ,      r.  i      >^  i,  i  i 

than  a  beast."      a  beast,  lor  recompense  so  loa^some,  sec  now  pey  speed. 

Nay,  )70u  mlt  say,  as  for  ]7at  fil^,  it  is  nought,  but  a  mans 

She  arpues  for  vigour  is  wor^  much,  and  I  need  his  help  for  maintenance 

the  prudence  of        t   j,      t         n  i  uii 

a  match.  and  food ;  01  a  womans  and  mans  commerce  worldly  weal 

arises,  and  a  progeny  of  fair  children  J'at  must  give  joy  to 
Jjeir  parents.  Now  ]>\is  hast  ]?ou  said,  and  Pinkest  j^at  J^ou 
sayest  soo^.     But  I  will  shew  ];at  j^is  is  all  made  smoo^ 

He    replies    by  ^[i,  falsehood.     But  first  of  all,  now,  whatsoever  weal  or 

strong  language.        /  ... 

win  come  out  of  it,  it  is  all  too  dear  bought,  for  which  jjou 
soilest  Jjyself  and  surrenderest  j'ine  own  dear  body  to  be  so 
given  up  to  ill  usage,  and  dealt  wd]?  so  shamefully,  wij?  so 
irrecoverable  a  loss  as  ]>e  grace  of  maidenhood  is;  and 
made  prolific  also  for  worldly  profit.  "Wo  wor^  j^at  barter, 
to  give  away  for  any  temporary  weal  maidenhood,  which  is 
Loss  of  virginity  queen  of  heaven,  since  as  of  bis  loss  here  is  no  recovery,  so 

irreparable.  ^  '  ... 

every  value  is  valueless  in  comparison  of  it.  )7ou  sayest 
jjat  a  wife  ha^  much  comfort  of  her  husband,  when  fey  are 
■well  consorted,  and  each  is  well  content  wij»  j^e  o]7er.    Yea. 

weSock  de^ed.  ^ut  tis  rarely  seen  on  ear^.  Be  it,  however,  so  :  wherein 
is  ]7eir  comfort  and  delight  for  ]>e  most  part  but  in  j^e  &VS 
o£  ]>e  flesh  or  worldly  vanity,  which  turns  all  to  sorrow 
and  care  in  ]>e  end.     Not  only  in  J^e  end,  but  ever  and 

Mamedfoikhavc  anon :  for  many  Mngs  shall  anger  and  vex  bem,  and  make 

differences.  j    j      o  o  j        ? 

yem  careful  and  sorry,  and  sigh  for  each  oj^ers  ills.  Many 
J^ings  shall  separate  and  divide  j^em  which  annoy  loving- 
persons  :  and  J^e  dint  of  dea^  at  ^^e  end  sever  one  from  j^e 
oj'er.  So  it  cannot  but  be  j^at  J^at  vigour  must  end  in 
misery,  and  J^e  greater  was  j^eir  satisfaction  toge^er  ])e  sorer 
is  ]?e  sorrow  at  parting.  Wherefore  woe  is  jieva.,  since,  as 
eaithiy^joj's!'^  ^^*  ^^^tin  sai^,  as  to  what  is  tied  wij?  excess  of  afi'ection 
to  any  ear^ly  object,  the  delight  is  bought  for  ever  wij?  a 
double  dole  of  bitterness,  and  a  false  joy  wi]?  many  a  sore 
pain.     But  well  is  she  j^at  love^  God :  for  she  can  never 
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dc^  muchel  etilukcr  ^  mare  to  witew  ]>at  forfchuppef  te    yc,  B. 

fclf  willef  T;  -wraldef  in  to  hare  cunde.  ]>at  leofe^  j^ewne  fe    j^e,  B, 

hch  ymg  \)e  mihte  T:  tc  biheoue  of  meidcnhadef  menfke  for 

fe  ful  ful^e  as  if  ifclicawot  Jjruppe.    Hwafe  of  engel  lihte^ 

to  iwur^en  lahere  ]>e}i  a  beaft.  for  fe  la^li  chaffere  ;  loke 

hu  ha  fpede.     Nai  ]7U  wult  fegge?i  for  ]>at  ful^e  nif  hit 

nawt.     Ah  mownef  sine  if  muche  wur^.  T;  me  beheoue^ 

hif  help  to  fluttunge  T;  to  fode.     Of  wif  T;  weref  Gedcringe 

weorldef  wele  awakened  T;  ftreon  of  feire  children  ])at 

gladien  muchel   >e  ealdren.     Nu  >u   haueft  ifeid  tus  1;   glcadie«,  B. 

hauest  iscid,  B. 
j^unched  jiaf  tn  leggef  fo^.    Ah  JchuUe  fcheawciL  hit  alwi^ 

falschipe  ifme^et.     Ah  on  aire  earft  nu  hwat  weole  o^er    B.  omits  nu. 

hwat  wunne  fe  J^er  eaner  of  cume  ;  to  deore  hit  beo^  aboht. 

]>at  tu  j^efelf  fuleft  fore.  T:  jeueft  Jjin  ahne  dere  bodi  to     [Foi.  1206]. 

tiiken  fwa  to  wimdre.  T:  fare  wi^  fe  fchomliche  wi^  fwuch   ahur'dere  ^°^ 

uncoue?-lich  lure  af  meidcnhadef  mewfke  if.  T;  temede  ba^e 

for  worldliche   bijeate.    wa  wur^e   ))at   chaffere  for  eni 

hwilewde  weole   fullen  meidenhad  awei   ])at   cwen  if  of   I'e,  B. 

heuene  for  al  fwa  as  of  J'if  lure  nis  nan  acoue/-inge ;  al 

fwa  if  euch  wur^  unwur^  her  toward.  ]>u.  feift  ]^at  muche 

fowfort  haue^  wif  of  hire  were  ]iaf  beo^  wel  ioedered  T:    ]>Ci  B. 

ei^er  if  allef  weif  paied  of  o^er.    ^ea.    Ah  hit  if  felt  fene   ipaiot,  B, 

on  eor^e.     Beo  nu  J^ah  fwuch.  hare  confort  T;  hare  delit 

hwerin  if  hit  al  meafi:  bute  iflefchef  ful^e  o^er  in  weorldef  butcn,  B. 

uanite  ]!at  wur^e^  al  to  forhe  T:  to  care  on  ende.  nawt  ane    ]ic,  B.  sar,  B. 

on  endc ;  ah  eauer  umbehwile.  for  moni  J>i«g  fchal  ham 

wra^^cn  T:  gremcn  T:  makie  to  caricn  T;  for  hare  o^ref 

uuel  forhen  T:  fiken.     Moni  ]>ing  ham  fchal  twinnen  '\     [FoI.  i20r.] 

tweinen  ]>at  la^ef  leouie  men.  T;  dea^ef  dunt  on  ende  ei^er    laJSis,  B. 

fram  o^er.     Swa  ]>at  ne  be^  hit  nauef  weis  ]>at  tat  elne 

ne  fchal  enden  in  earm^e.  T;  eauer  fe  hare  mur'Se  wef  mare 

tooedercf ;  fe  ]>e  forhe  if  farre  at  to  twinniHgc.  wa  if  hi/« 

forjji  as  fei«t  Auftin  fci^  ]>at  if  wi^  to  muche  luuo  to  eni 

eor^liche  J^iwg  itciet.  for  eaucr  be^  ]>at  fwete  aboht  wi'S 

twa  dale  of  bittre.  '\  a  falf  wunne  wi^  moni  fur  tenc.    Ah   soJi,  B. 

wel  hire  ]>(it  luuo^  godd.  for  hi«i  ne  mai  ha  uaucs  weis 
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lose  him  any  wise,  except  she  play  false  to  him  and  quit 
his  love.     But  she  will  find  him  ever  sweeter  and  more 
savoury  from  age  to  age,  for  ever  and  ever. 
Opposes  himself      Thou  spakest  above  of  a  mans  help  towards  subsistence 

to  the  prudential        ^   n      i        a  iti 

argument.  and  food.     See  now  I  little  needst  J'ou  care  about  J'lne  own 

living,  a  meek  maiden  as  j>on  art  and  his  dear  leman  who 

is  lord  of  all  ]'ings,  nor  doubt  but  he  is  easily  able  and 

gladly  will  find  J^ee  abundantly  all  J^at  J^ou  hast  need  of. 

And  )70ugh  jjou  hadst  want,  or  sufi'eredst  any  distress  for 

Christ  tries  his  Jiig  precious  love,  as  otcr  women  do  for  a  mans,  for  by  wel- 
spouses  love.  '■  .       .  . 

fai'e  he  permits  it  to  try  whe^er  jjou  be  true,  and  he  is 
preparing  \j  reward,  many  times  greater,  in  heaven.  Under 
a  man's  protection  j^ou  shalt  be  sore  vexed  for  his  and  )»e 
worlds  love,  which  are  bo^  deceptive,  and  must  lie  awake 
in  many  a  care  not  only  for  J^yself  as  Gods  spouse  must, 
but  for  many  ojjers,  and  often  as  well  for  \e  detested  as  J^e 

wives?^°^^°"^^"  dear;  and  be  more  worried  ]7an  any  drudge  in  J^e  house,  or 
any  hired  hind,  and  take  j^ine  own  share  often  wi]?  miseiy, 
and  bitterly  purchase  it.  Little  do  blessed  spouses  of  God 
know  of  \cQ  here,  J^at  in  so  sweet  ease  wij^out  such  trouble 

Spouses  of  Christ  in  Spiritual  grace  and  in  rest  of  heart  love  \c  true  love,  and 

spiritual  ease,  in  his  only  service  lead  ]?eir  life.  Tis  well  enough  wij; 
j'cm  here  and  far  different  elsewhere.  AU  j^e  worlds  weal 
is  rife  enough  for  J;em.  pey  have  of  it  all  jjat  ]7ey  much 
desire.  "Whatsoever  God  sees  will  be  of  advantage  to  ]-em. 
Nor  may  any  worldly  mishap  bereave  ]7em  of  \g\x  weal,  for 
\ej  are  rich  and  weal^y  wij^in  in  \e  heart.  All  \e  deli- 
cacy and  all  J^e  ease  is  on  ear^  as  \q  oj^er  ]?ings  of  ear^, 
godless  and  impaired  (have  Jjeir  possessors  never  so  much 
of  Jiose  external  worldly  advantages),  for  \ej  are  always 
alarmed  about  losing  \cxa,  and  yet  itch  after  much  more : 

Wealth  is  hard  bey  gain  it  wi^  grief,  bey  watch  over  it  wi^  fear,  bey  quit 

to  keep,  and        ..       .-^  \,  •,  •       •  .    •'^   ^^    , 

causes  anxiety,  it  wi^  sorrow.  pey  toil  to  acquire  it,  pey  acquire  to  lose 
it,  jjey  lose  it  to  son-ow  over  it.  pus  it  is  \q  worlds 
wheel  j^at  whirled  \Qm.  about,  pieves  steal  it  from  j^em. 
Rievers  rob  it  from  J^em.  peir  superior  lords  punish  and 
enrage  j^em.  pe  mo^  fretted  \q  clo)?es,  and  plague  slaye^ 
\e  cattle,  and  j^ough  none  of  ]7ese  ]'ings  make  weal  to 
perish,  whenever  ]7ere  is  much,  l^e  more  \exe  is,  J^e  more 
is  yoX  which  wasted  it.     And  I  know  not  why  men  say 
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bute  jif  ha  like  him  '\  his  luue  leaue  ;  neauer  mare  loofen. 

Ah  fchal  ifinden  hi;»  a  fwettere  T;  fauurure  fra;»  worlds  in    i  i,  B. 

to  worlde  a  on  ecncfle. 

pn  fpeke  J^ruppe  of  monef  help  to  fluttu?2ge  T;  to  fode. 

Weila  lutel  j^arf  J>e  cariew  for  ])m  anes  liuene^  a  meke    Wala,  B. 

meiden  af  tu  art  T;  his  dcore  leofmow  ]>af  is  ahre  J^iwgc 

lauerd.  jiat  he  ne  mahe  lihtliche.  T:  ])af  he  nule  gladluche    je,  B. 

iiinde  ]>e  lai'geliche  al  ]>at  te  biheoue^.    And  tah  )>u  wone 

hefdeft  o^er  drehdeft  ani  derf  for  his  deorewur^e  luue  af  ]>e     [FoI.  i2orf.] 

o^re  do^  for  monnes.  to  goderheale  J^in  he  hit  ]?ole^  to 

fonde  ]>e  hwe^er  ]>u  beo  treowe.  T:  grei^e^  j^i  mede  moni- 

fald  171  heuene.     Ynder  mownef  help  ])\i  fchalt  fare  beo» 

iderued   for  his  1   for  ]>e  worldes   luue  ]>at   beo^   ba^e    J'e,  B.    ba,  B. 

fwikele.  1  wakien  imoni  care,  nawt  ane  for  ]>e  folf  as  j^arf 

godef  s^use.  ah  fchalt  for  monie  o^re.  afe  "wel  for  \)e  la^e 

ofte  af  for  J>e  leue  T:  mare  heon  idrecehet  J^en  eni  driuel  ijie 

htis  o^er  eni  ihured  hine  T:  tin  aaef  dale  brukcn  ofte  wi'S 

bale.  T;  bitterliche  abuggen.  litel  witen  her  of  ]>e  felie  godes 

fpufes  ]>at  ife  fwote  eife  wi^ute  fwuch  trubuil.  in  gaftelich    ^e,  B. 

efte  T:  ibreofte  refte  luuie^  j^e  fo^e  luue.  T;  in  his  anef  feruife 

hare  lif  leaded  Jnoh  wel  ham  if  her.  T;  unilich  elleshwer.    Ah,  B. 

Alle  worldes  wele  ham  is  inoh  riue.     Al  ha  habbe^  Jjerof 

]^at  ha  wel  wilne^.     Al  ]>at  eauer  godd  ifeo^  ]>at  ham 

wule  framien.     Ne  mei  na  worldlich  unhap  bireaueji  ham 

hare  weole.  for  ha  beo^  riche  T;  weolefule  iwi^  ij^e  herte.     [FoI.  i2ia.] 

Al  ]>e  efte  T:  al  ]>e  eife  if  her  af  ]>e  or6re  beo^  godlefe  T; 

ignahcne.  nabben  ha  ncner  fe  muchel  wi^ute^z  i]>e  worlde  j 

for  ]iat  ha  beow  eaner  feard  for  to  lofen  T;  jifce^  jjah  after   ^1°^'  ^'^ 

muchele.  deale  mare  wi^  earm^e  biwinne^  hit  wi^  fearlac 

biwite^  hit.  forlcofen  hit  wi^  forhe.    Swiuken  to  bijeotene.    forlcoseS,  B. 

Bijeten  for  to  leofen  leofen  for  to  forhen.     ]pus  tif  worldef  biieoteS,'  B. 

hweol  wai-pe^  haw  abuten.  beoues  hit  ftelen  ham.    Roaucref  l^aseS,  B. 

steleo,  B. 
hit   robbed.      Hare  oue/'herrc?i  witi^   ham  T:   wra^^e^. 

Moh^e  fret  te  cla^of.  T:  cwalm  fla'S  j!at  ahte.  1  tah  nan  of 

]>eos  ne  makie^t  to  forwur^en  weole.  Jjer  af  muchil  is  eau<r 

fe  ]>eT  mare  is  ;   fe  ma  beo^  ]>((i  hit  wafted.  1  nat  ich 
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J'at  j>ej  rule  it  at  all,  who,  will  ]7ey  nill  ]>ej,  guard  it 
A  rich  man  is  for  SO  many  oj^ers,  not  merely  for  J'eir  Mends,  but  for  j^eir 
and  only  takes  a  ^orough  foes,  and  who  cau  have  no  more  of  it,  tough  tey 

small     share    to  i  -i      i      j     i     •  i  i  -i.-       • 

himself.  have   swom  it,  but   peir  own   share  only,     pis  is   now 

stated  because  of  what  j'ou  saidst  above,  J^at  of  ]>e  union 
of  man  and  wife  would  arise  riches  and  worldly  weal :  J;at 
]70u  understand  how  little  it  profited  jiem  even  here,  in 
)7is  world,  besides  j^at  it  robs  j^em  of  ]>e  high  kingdom  of 
heaven,  unless  amidst  J^eir  weal^  j^ey  be  poor  wi^  holi- 
ness of  heart,  pus,  woman,  if  Jjou  hast  a  husband  to  jij 
miad  and  enjoyment,  also,  of  worldly  weal,  must  needs 

Suppose  thyself  happen  to  ]>e.  And  what  if  it  happen,  as  ]>e  wont  is,  J^at 
jiou  have  neij'er  Jjy  will  wi^  him,  nor  weal  ei'pCT,  and 
must  groan  wi^out  goods  wi^in 'waste  walls,  and  in  want 
of  bread  must  breed  fj  row  of  bairns ;  and  still  furj^er, 

A  husband  not  viro  qucm   summo  odio  habes,   succumbere,  who,   ]70ugh 

enjoyment  of  j^ou  hadst  all  wcal^,  Will  turn  it  to  sorrow ;  for,  sup- 
pose now,  J^at  power  and  plenty  were  rife  wi^  ]>ec,  and 
]>j  wide  walls  were  proud  and  well  supplied,  and  sup- 
pose ]'0U  hadst  many  under  j^ee,  herdsmen  in  hall,  and  ]>j 
husband  were  wra^  wi^  J^ee,  and  should  become  hateful, 
so  ]>at  each  of  you  two  shall  be  exasperated  against 
Jie  o^er,  what  worldly  good  can  be  acceptable  to  J^ce? 
When  he  is  out,  ]>o\i  shalt  have  against  his  return  sorrow, 

Husband  and      care,  and  dread.     While  he  is  at  home,   by  wide  walls 

wife  on  ill  terms  n        ■,  ■■  •      i      i  •  ,  ,  , 

described.  secm  too  narrow  tor  pee ;  his  looking  on  pee  makes  pee 

aghast ;  his  loa^some  voice  and  his  rude  grumbling  fill  j^ee 
wi^  horror.  He  chide^  and  jawe^  jjee,  and  he  insults 
j^ee  shamefully ;  he  make^  mock  at  ]?ee,  as  a  lecher  wi^ 
his  hore  ;  he  beate^  j^ee  and  mawle^  ]>ee  as  his  bought 
'Srall  and  patrimonial  slave,  py  bones  ake,  and  pj  flesh 
smarted,  pj  heart  wi^in  j^ee  swelled  of  sore  rage,  and  Jjy 

Concubitus  no     face   externally  burned  wi^   vexation.      Qualis   denique 

e  ig  en.  ^^,^^  conventus  vester  in  lectulo  ?  Illi  autem,  qui  summo 
amore  inter  se  diligunt,  sajpe  in  hac  re  se  abstinent,  quod 
tamen  mane  surgentcs  dissimulant ;  atque  non  raro  multi, 
homines  nauci,  nunquam  invicem  inter  se  amant,  tarn 
acerbe  alter  alteram  vexat,  et  alteram  altera.     Ilia  autem 

Schemata.  nolens,    quod    vult  vir,    tolerabit,    idque    saepius    multa 

repugnans.  Eius  omnes  impuritates  atque  ludos  indccoros, 
quantumvis  cum  spurcitia  excogitates,  in  lectulo  nempe, 


HALI    MEIDENHAD. 


31 


neauer  hwi  mon  fer6  ]>at  heo  hit  al  "welded  ]^at  wullew   mc,  B. 
ha  nullcw  ha  T;  biwite^  hit  to  fe  monie  o^re.  nawt  ane  to   biwinncS,  B. 
hare  freond ;  ah  to  hare  fulle  fan.  ne  habben  ne  mahen 
]>Toi  ]7ah  ha  hit  hefdcn  fworn  bute  hare  anes  dale,     pis  is     [FoI.  1216.] 
nu  forj^i  ifeid  fat  tu  feidef  j^ruppe.  ]>at  ter  walde  -wakenen    scidest,  B. 
of  wif  1  weref  fomniwge  richefcc  T.  worldes  weole.  ]>at  tu 
underftonde  hu  lutel  hit  framed  ham  jet  her  ij^is  worlde 
teke  fat  hit  reaue^  ham  ]>e  hehe  riche  of  heuene  bute  ha 
poure  beow  ]?rin  wi^  halineffe  of  heorte.      pus  wummo?j    ]ier  in,  B. 
jif  ]>u  haueft  were  after  ]>i  wil  T;  wunne  ba  of  weorldef 
weole.  fe  fchal  nedc  itiden.     And  hwat  jif  ha  beo^  fe 
wone  fat  tu  habbe  j^i  wiL  wi^  him.  ne  weole  now^er.  T: 
fchalt  greni  godles  inwi^  walle  wahes.  T.  in  breades  wone   gi-cuin,  B. 
brede  ti  barnteam.  T:  teke  J^is  liggen  under  la^eil  mon.  )7at   bredes,  T. 
tab  ]7U  hafdeft  alle  weole :  went  him  te  to  weane.  for  beo  he  went  hit,  B, 
hit  nu  fat  te  beo  richedom  riue.  T:  tine  wide  wahes  wlonke 
T:  welefuUe.  T;  habbe  monie  under  fe  hirdmen  in  halle  T:  ti     [FoI.  121c.] 
were  beo  fe  wra^  '\  iwur^e  fe  la^  fwa  fat  inker  ei^er 
heafci  wi^  o^er.  hwat  worldlich  weole  mei  beo  J^e  wunne ; 
Hwen  he  beo^  ute  ;  haueft  ajain  his  ham  cume  far  care  T; 
eie.    Hwil  he  bi^  at  hame  ;  alle  J^ine  wide  wahef  j7UMche^ 
fe  to  narewe.    His  lokinge  on  fe  agafti^  j^e.    His  la^Hche 
nur^  1  hif  untohe  here  make^  fe  to  agrifen.     Chit  te  T:   mirhS,  T. 
cheeped  fe  T;  fchent  te  fchomeliche  tuke^  j^e  to  bifmere  as 
huler  his  hore.     Beate^  fe  T:  bufte^  fe  af  hif  ibohte  J^rel 
T:  hif  e^ell  ]7eowe  ]?ine  banef  ake^  fe.  1  fi  flcfch  fmerte'S 
Jjin  heorte  in  wi^  J^e  fwelle^  of  far  grome.  1  ti  neb  ute 
wi^  tendre^  ut  of  tene.     Hwuch  fchal  beo  Jjc  fomnunge 
bituhhen  ow  ibcdde  ?    Me  ]?eo  fat  beft  luuic^  haw*  tebeore^    ]>c,  B. 
ofte  jjrin  Jjah  ha  ];erof  na  fcmblaund  ne  makicw  i?me  mar- 
hen.  T;  ofte  moni  nohtuwge  no  luuien  ha  ham  neauer  fwa 
bitterliche  bi  ham  felf  teone^  ei^er  o^er.     Ha  fchal  his   IIco,  B. 
wil  muchcl  hire  unwil  drchen  ne  luue  ha  hiw*  ncau^v  fwa    [Foi.  12U/.] 
wel  wi^  muchc  weane  ofte.     Alio  hife  fulitohefchipcf  '\ 
hife  unhende  gomenes.  ne  beow  ha  noau^r  fwa  wi'S  ful^o 
bifundera  nomcliche  ibcdde.  ha  fchal  wullo  ha  nullo  ha 
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nolens  volens  perferet.     May  Christ  shield  every  maiden 

A  filthy  subject,  from  inquiring  or  wishing  to  know  what  J^ese  be ;  for  J^ey 

jidt  try  ]>em.  most,  find  j^em  most  odious,  and  hate  what  ]iej 

haunt,  and  call  ]>ose  happy  who  know  not  what  all  j^is 

means.     But  whosoever  lie^  in  foul  pools,  deep  sunken, 

J?ough  he  be  conscious  he  is  badly  off,  never  shall  recover 

himself  when  he  would.     Look  around,  seely  maiden,  if 

No  escape  from  ]>e  knot  of  Wedlock  be  once  knotted,   let  j^e  man  be  a 

husbmd.^^    ^   dump  or  a  cripple,  be  he  whatever  he  may  be,  J^ou  must 

keep  to  him.     If  ])ou  art  fair,  and  wi^  fair  cheer  fairly 

salutest  all,  in  no  wise  shalt  J^ou  protect  j^yself  against 

depreciation  and   evil  blame.     If   Jjou   art  of   no   great 

esteem  and  illtempered,  ]70u  mayest  bo^  to  o^crs  and  to 

jjy  husband  become  of  still  less  esteem.     If  ]iou  become  of 

Then  hatred  is  so  Small  esteem  to  him  and  he  of  as  little  to  j^ee,  or  if  J'ou 

men"^  resort  "^to  love  him  much  and  he  regards  ]>ec  little,  it  will  grieve  ]>ee 

poison,  gQ  strongly  J^at,  quick  enough,  jjou  wilt,  as  many  cursed 

women  have  done,  make  poison,  and  give  him  a  dose  of 

dea^  in  place  of  remedy.     Or  whosoever  will  not  act  so, 

or  to  witches,     may  deal  wi^  witches,  and  to  draw  his  love  towards  her, 

will  forsake  Christ  and   Christianity,  and  J^e  true  fai^. 

Now  what  bliss  can  fis  woman  enjoy,   who   love^   her 

husband  well,  and  ha^  his  detestation,  or  who  conquers 

his  love  in  such  a  manner  as  ]7at  ?     When  should  I  have 

told  of  all  ])e  ill  J^at  springe^  up  between  j^em  J^at  are  j^us 

A  barren  woman  associated?     If  she  cannot  breed,  she  is  called  gelt.     Her 

ge  .         j^^^  love^  her  less  and  respects  her  less,  and  she  as  one 

J>at  is  very  bad,  weepe^  at  her  fate,  and  called  J^em  glad 

and  happy  jiat  breed  a  family.     But  now  suppose  it  all 

happen  J^at  she  have  her  wish  of  offspring,  as  she  pleases, 

and  fen  let  us  see  what  amount  of  joy  aiises  ]?erefrom. 

Objections  to      In  concipiendo  caro  eius  sordibus  istis  inquinatur,  as  was 

family?^  '^         before  shewn.     In  the  gestation  is  heaviness  and  hard  pain 

every  hour ;  in  ]>e  actual  bir^  is  of  all  pangs  J^e  strongest, 

and  occasionally  dea^  ;  in  j^e  noimshing  J>e  child,  many  a 

miserable  moment.     As  soou  as  it  appears  in  j^is  life,  it 

trhe  tr9ubie  the  bringe^  wi^  it  more  care  Jjan  joy,  namely,  to  its  mo^er ; 

)  for  if  it  is  a  misshapen  bir^,  as  often  happens,  and  if  it 

df  a  misshapen  wauts  any  of  its  limbs,  or  if  somewhat  be  amiss,  it  is  a 

'^  ?   ■  sorrow  to  her,  and  a  shame  to  all  its  kindred,  a  reproach  in 

an  evil  mou^,  a  talk  among  all  men.     If  it  is  wellshapen 
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jjoliew  ham  alle.     Crill  fchilde  euch  meide/i  to  freinen  o^er 

to  wilnew  for  to  wite  hwucche  ho  beow,  for  f  ea  )?a<  fonde^    Jie,  B. 

ham  meaft ;  ifindo^  ham  forcudeft.  T:  clepe^  ham  felie  iwif 

j>e  nuten  neauer  h"wat  hit  is  ^  hatie^  ]>at  ha  haunted.    Ah 

hwafe  li^  ileinew  deope  biiunken  j^ah  him  Jjuwche  uuel  j^rin   ileifen,  B. 

he  ne  fchal  nawt  up  acoueren  hwen  he  walde.     Bifih  ]>& 

feli  meiden  beo  ]>e  cnot  icnute  anef  of  wedlac  beo  he  cangun   cnotte,  B. 

o^er  crupel  beo  he  hwuch  fe  he  eauer  beo  ;  Jju  moft  to  hi7» 

halde».  jif  Jju  art  feir  1  wi^  glad  chere  biclepeft  alle  feire ; 

ne  fchaltu  onane  wife  wite  j^e  wi^  unwor^  ne  wi^  uuel 

blame,     ^if  ]>n  art  unwur^lich  T;  wra^eliche  ilatet.  fu 

maht  ba  to  o'Sre  T:  to  ]>i  were  iwur^en  \>e  unwur^ere.     ^if    [Foi.  122a.] 

Jju  iwur^eft  him  unwur^.  1  he  afe  unwur^  ]>e.  o^er  jif 

Jju  hhti  muche  luueft  1  he  let  lutel  to  J^e  hit  greuc^  ]>e  fe 

fwi^e  ]>at  tu  wilt  inoh  ra^e  as  monie  awariede  do^  makiew 

puifun  '\  jeouew  bale  ibote  fhide.     O^er  hwa  fe  fwa  nule 

don ;  medi  wi^  wicchen  T;  forfaken  for  to  drahen  his  luue 

toward  hire ;  criA  I  hire  cr^^ftendom  T:  rihte  bileaue.     Nu 

hwat  bliffe  mei  j^eos  brukew  \>at  luue^  hire  were  wel  1    j^e,  B. 

habbes  his  la^^e  o^er  cuncweari  his  luue  oj7ulliche  wife  ? 

Hwenne  fchulde  ich  al  habbe  ii-ekened  ])at  fpringe^  bituhhe 

J?eo  ]^at  tus  heon  ieedered.  jif  ha  ne  mei  nawt  teamen ;  ha   ),e,  B. 

is  iclepet  gealde.     Hire  laue?'d  luue^  hire  '\  wur^chipe^    wiir*5ge^,  B. 

J?e  leaffe  T:  heo  as  J^eo  ]>at  wurft  is  j^rof  biwepe^  hire  wurdef 

T,  cleope^  ham  wunne  T;  weolefuUe  j>at  teamen  hare  toamef.    \>e,  B. 

Ah  nu  iwur^e  hit  al  ]>at  ha  habbe  hire  wil  of  ftreon  ]>at 

ha  wilne^.  1  loke  we  hwuch  wunne  J^er  of  cume    Jj^c     [FoI.  1226.] 

ftreonuwge  J^rof ;   if  on  earft  hire  flesch  wi^  ]>at  fuldew   anan,  B. 

ituked  as  hit  if  ear  ifcheawet.     Jj^e  burj^erne  ]>eT  of;  is 

heauinelTe  T:  hard  far  eau^r  umbo  ftunde.     Jn  his  iborcnefle 

aire  ftiche  ftrongeft  '\  dea^  o^er  hwiles.     Jn  his  foftrewge 

for^ ;  moni  arm  hwile.     Sone  fe  hit  lihtes  ij^is  lif ;  mare   lihte'S,  B. 

hit  bringe^  wi^  him  care  ]>en  blifTc  nomeliche  to  jic  moder. 

for  jif  hit  is  mifborn  as  hit  ilome  limped  T;  wont  eni  of   wonti  ei,  B. 

his  limen  o)>er  sum  miffarc ;  hit  if  forhc  to  hire.  T:  to  al 

his  cun  fchome  vpbrud  in  uuel  mu^.  tale  bimowg  alle.  jif 
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and  seemed  likely  to  live,  a  fear  of  ]>e  loss  of  it  is  instantly 
Anxiety  about    born  along  wi^  it,  for  she  is  never  wij'out  fear  lest  it  go 
wrong,  till  one  or  oj^er  of  J7e  two  lose  ye  o^er.     And  often 
it  occurs  ]>at  ]>e  child  most  loved  and  most  bitterly  pur- 
chased,   sorrows   most   and  disturbs  his  parents  at  last. 
!N"ow  what  joy  ha^  jie  moj^er  ?    She  ha^  from  j>e  misshapen 
child  sad  care  and  shame,  bo^,  and  for  J^e  driving  one,  fear, 
tiU.  she  lose  it  for  good,  J^ough  it  never  would  have  been 
in  being  for  ye  love  of  God  nor  for  ]>e  hope  of  heaven  nor 
for  \>e  dread  of  hell.      Woman !    )?ou  oughtest  to  have 
A  husband  is  to  shunned   J^is   pain    beyond   all   ^ings,    for   J7e   welldoing 
of   ]>j  flesh,   for  ]>e  love   of   fine   own  person,   for   J;e 
A  text  (Romans  hcal^   of  j^y  body,  for   as   S.  Paul   sai^,   every  sin   J^at 
fornicaiionf'^Tp-  &  man  do%  is  wi^out  ]7e  body,  but  J^is  one.      All  o]7er 
ranter,  to  mar-  ^^^  are  noting  but  sins,  but  I'is  is  a   sin  and  besides 
^^se-  denaturalises  J>ee  and  dishonoured  ]>j  body.     It  soiled  j^y 

soul,  and  make^  it  guilty  before  God,  and,  moreover, 
defiled  j>j  flesh.  It  is  guilty  in  two  respects :  it  make^ 
wra^  ye  omnipotent  wi^  j^at  sooty  sin,  and  J^ou  dost 
wrong  to  j^yself,  yat  yon  so  shamelessly  treatest  j'yself. 
Now  let  us  proceed.  Consider  we  what  joy  arise^  from 
Troubles  of  gea-  gestation  of  children,  when  j^e  offspring  in  j^ee  quickene'S 
and  growe^.  How  many  miseries  immediately  wake  up 
)»erewi^,  and  work  J^ee  woe  enough,  fight  at  j^ine  own 
flesh,  and  wi^  many  sorrows  make  war  upon  j^ine  own 
natiire.  py  ruddy  face  shall  turn  lean  and  grow  green  as 
grass,  pine  eyes  shall  be  dusky,  and  under  tem  be  spots, 
and  by  J?e  giddiness  of  ]>y  brain  yj  head  shall  ake  sorely 
Painful  descrip-  "^^i^in  w  belly  be  uterus  shall  swell  and  strut  out  like  a 

tion  of  maternal  f  J  J   i 

distresses.  water  bag ;  yj  bowels  shall  have  pains,  and  yere  shall  be 

stitches  in  yj  flank,  and  pain  rife  in  yj  loins,  heaviness 
in  every  limb,  pj  breasts  shall  be  a  burden  on  jjy  paps, 
and  ye  milk  in  di-ops  which  trickle  out  of  j^em.     All  yj 

Matri  lonpra  de-  boauty  is  over^rowu  wi^  a  wi^ering.     pj  mou^  is  bitter, 

fastidia  menses,  and  rolls  over  all  yat  you  chewest,  and  wi^  disgust  ac- 
cepts whatever  meat  it  can ;  j^at  is,  wi^  want  of  appetite, 
^rows  it  up  again.  "Wi^  al  yj  pleasui-e,  and  J>y  husbands 
joy  yon  art  perishing.  Ah !  wretoh,  J>e  anxiety  about  yj 
suJffering  pain  deprived  fee  of  fe  nights  sleep.  "WTien  it 
come^  to  fat  at  last,  fere  is  f e  sore  sorrowful  anguish,  f e 

cWidbLrth  '°  strong  piercing  pang,  fe  comfortless  ill,  fe  pain  upon  pain, 
fe  miserable  wail.     "V^Tiile  f ou  art  in  trouble  f erewi^,  in 
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hit  wel  iborn  if  T:  jjunche^  wel  for^licli ;  fearlac  of  hif 

lure  is  anan  wi'S  him  iboven.  for  nif  ha  neaner  wi^ute  care   bute,  B. 

lefte  hit  ne  miffeare  a^at  ow^er  of  ham  twa  ear  lofe  o^er. 

And  ofte  hit  time^  jtat  tat  leouefte  beam.  T:  iboht  bitter-    tet,  B. 

lukert  forhe^  %  fweame^  meall  his  ealdren  on  ende.     Nu 

hwat  wuwne  haue^  ]>e  moder.    Ha  haue^  of  j^e  forfchuppet   of  j^at,  B. 

beam  far  care  T:  fchome  ba^e.  T-  fearlac  of  fat  for^lich     [Foi.  i22c.] 

a^at  ha  hit  leofe  for  gode  j;ah  hit  neauer  nere  for  godef 

luue  ne  for  hope  of  heuene.  ne  for  dred  of  helle.  ])\i  ahteft 

wummow  f  if  were  for  J^i  flefchef  halfchipe  for  j^i  licomef 

luue  T:  ti  bodies  heale  ouer  alle  ymg  to  fchunien.  for  as   ase,  B. 

s.  pawel  fei^  euch  fuwne  ]>at  men  de^  is  wi^ute  ]>e  bodi   me,  B. 

bute  ]?is  ane.     Alle  o^re  funne;^  ne  beo^  bute  fuwnen.  ah   Alle  ye,  B. 

j^is  if  funne.  T;  eke  imcunneliche^  ]>e  T;  unwur^ehe^  ]>i    ec,  B. 

bodi.     Sule^  J^i  fawle.  T:  make^  fchuldi  toward  godd  T; 

fule^  ]7i  flefch  ec.     Gulte^  o  twa  half,  wra^^e^  j^en  al   wreaSest,  B. 

wealdent  wi^  ]>at  futi  fuwne  1  doll  woh  to  ]>e  felf  fat  tu  fe    dest,  B.     fat 

fchomeliche  tukeft.     ^  Ga  J^e  nu  for^re.  loke  we  hwuch  ' 

wunne  arife^  j^et  after  ibur^erne  of  bearne  hwen  ]>at  ftreon 

ij^e  awakened  T;  waxe^.  Hu  moni  earm^en  anan  awakened 

Jjer  wi^  ]>at  wurche^  j^e  wa  inoh  fehte^  oj^ifelue  flefch  T;    >e,  B. 

weorre^  wi^  fele  weanen  oj^in  ahne  cunde.     pi  rudi  neb     [foi- 122^.] 

fchal  leanen  T:  as  gref  grenen.     piwe  ehne?^  fchulen  dofkin    J'in,  T. 

1  under  ]7on  wo?men  1.  of  breinef  tt^rnunge  J^in  heaued  ake  uuderneo^Se,  B. 

fare  Jnwi^  j^i  wombe  fwelin  jre  bitte  ]>at  bcore^  for^  as  a   butte  pe,  B. 

water  bulge,  j^ine  Jjarmef  j^ralinge  T:  ftiches  ij?i  lonke.  1 

ijji  lendene  far  eche  riue.     Heuinelfe  hi  euch  lime,     pine 

breftef  bui-^en  oj^ine  twa  pappes.  1  te  mile  ftrunden  ]>at  te    ^"^7'^' g^'  ^' 

of  ftrike^    Al  is  wi^  a  welewunge  ]>i  wlite  oner  warpen. 

pi  mu^  if  bitter  %  walh  al  ]>at  tu  cheowelt.  '\  hwit  mete   liwct,  B. 

fe  ]>i  mahe  hokerliche  undorfe'S.  j>at  if  wi^  unlull;  warped 

hit  eft  ut.    Jnwi^  al  ]>i  wel  1  ti  weref  wuwne ;  forwur^cft   weolc,  B. 

a  wrecche.     pe  care  ajain  ]>[  pinunge  j^rahen  binimc^  ]>o 

nihtef  llepes.     Hwen  hit  j^er  to  cume^  \>at  far  forhfulo  an- 

goife.  ]>ai  ftrowge  T.  ftikinde  ftiche  ]>(it  unrotes  uuel  ]>ai  pine 

upo  pine.  \>a(  wondrende  jeomcrunge.     Hwil  ]>n  fwencholl      roi.  izsn.] 
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OflSce  of  the  mid- 
wife.   Inflcete 
episcope ! 


Why  he  calls  up 
these  topics. 


Child  squalls. 


Wants  caudle. 


His  mother 
anxious  about 
his  life. 


I.  Corint.  vii.  28. 


These  arguments 
irrefragable. 


Maidens   do   not 
anticipate  all 
these  troubles. 


Housewifely 
anxieties. 


]>e  dint  of  dea^,  shame  J>ere  is  to  increase  ]'at  sorrow ;  wi%" 
\>e  old  wives  indelicate  skiU,  who  know  of  j^at  untoward  case. 
Consider  whose  help  )70u  must  have,  be  it  never  so  unbe- 
coming, pej  must  needs  know  all  l^at  herein  occurs.  Yet 
let  it  not  seem  amiss  to  ]>ee  Jiat  we  so  speak  ;  for  we  reproach 
not  women  wi^  j^eir  sufferings,  which  J^e  movers  of  us  aU 
endured  at  our  own  bii'^s;  but  we  exhibit  j^em  to  warn 
maidens,  J^at  ])ej  be  ]ie  less  inclined  to  such  ^ings,  and 
guard  J^emselves  by  a  better  consideration  of  what  is  to  be 
done.  After  all  J^is  J'ere  corned  from  ]>e  child  jjus  bom  a 
wanting  and  a  weeping,  ]7at  must  about  midnight  make  j^ee 
to  waken,  or  her  J^at  holds  ]>j  place,  for  whom  J'ou  must 
care.  And  what  are  j>e  o]>ev  nasty  offices  and  matters  about 
]>e  bosom  ?  to  swaddle  and  to  feed  j^e  child  for  so  many  un- 
happy moments.  And  consider  his  late  gi'owing  up  and 
his  slow  driving,  and  j^at  J^ou  must  even  have  an  anxiety  in 
looking  for  ]>e  time  when  ]>c  child  will  perish,  and  bring  on 
his  mo^er  sorrow  upon  sorrow,  pough  )70u  be  rich,  and 
have  a  nurse,  j^ou  must,  as  a  mo^er,  care  for  all  Jiat  to  J>e 
nurse  belonged  to  be  done,  pese  and  o^er  miseries  which 
wedlock  awakened  S.  Paul  comprehended  in  one  group  of 
words :  J^ey  J^at  be  of  ]>at  sort  shall  suffer  tribulation.  Who- 
soever ^inke^  of  all  ]jis,  and  of  more  J^at  J^ere  is  unmen- 
tioned,  and  will  not  scorn  ])e  deed  from  which  it  all  arise^, 
she  is  harder  hearted  than  stone  of  adamant ;  and  more 
mad,  if  ]jat  can  be,  Jjan  madness  itself.  She  is  her  own 
foe  and  her  own  enemy,  and  hate^  herself.  Little  knowe^ 
a  maiden  of  all  ]>is  same  trouble  of  wives  woe,  in  her  rela- 
tion to  her  husband ;  nor  of  ]>eii  work  so  nauseous  J^at  j^ey 
in  common  work ;  nor  of  J^e  pain,  nor  of  ]7e  foul  incidents 
in  J7e  gestation  and  parturition  of  a  child ;  nor  of  a  nurses 
watches,  nor  of  her  sad  trials  in  ]>e  feeding  and  fostering : 
how  much  she  must  at  once  put  into  its  mou^,  neij^er  too 
much  nor  too  little  ;  ]70Ugh  J^is  be  to  speak  of  ^ings  not  of 
any  importance,  J^ough  ]>ej  display  still  furj^er  in  what 
slavery  wives  be,  J^at  must  endure  jre  like,  and  in  what 
freedom  maidens  be,  j^at  are  free  from  J^em  all.  And  what 
if  I  ask  besides,  ]>at  it  may  seem  odious,  how  ]>e  wife  stands, 
]?at  beared  when  she  corned  in  her  child  scream,  sees  ])e  cat 
at  ]>e  flitch,  and  ]>e  hound  at  ]>e  hide ;  her  cake  is  burning  on 
Jje  stone  hear^,  and  her  calf  is  sucking  (all  J^e  milk  up),  jie 
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te  j'er  wi'S  ij^i  dea^es  dute.     Schome  teke  J^at  far.  wi^ 

alle  ]>e  aide  wiues  fchome  creft  Jjat  cunnen  of  )7at  waii^. 

Hwas  help  ]>e  bihoue^.  ne  beo  hit  nener  fe  uncumelich. 

Ha  mo  ten  nede  witew  al  ]>at  te  far  in  time^.  ne  ]?unche  )>e 

nan  uuel  of  for  we  ne  edwiten  nawt  wiues  hare  weanen  ]>at    edwite'S,  B. 

lu'e  ah'e  modres  drehden  on  us  feluen    Ah  we  fcheape^ 

ham  for^  for  to  wearnen  meidnes  ])at  ha  beow  ]>e  laffe  after-  forte  warai,  B. 

ward  fwuch  ]>mg  T:  witen  her  J^urh  }?e  bcter  hwat  ham  beo 

to  don.   After  al  J^if  cume^  of  Ipat  beam  iboren  ]7iis  wanuwge   iK^i."^'B  ' 

1  wepnuwge  ]>at  fchal  abiite  midniht  makie  to  wakien.  o^er    >e,  B. 

]>eo  \at  ti  ftede  halt.  \at  tu  moil  fore  'carien.     And  hwat  te    ^^' ,  ^"  ^ 

ea^er  fallen  %  barmes  umbe  ftunde  to  felkin  T;  to  foilren 

hit  fe  moni  earm  hwile.  T:  his  waxunge  fe  lat  1  fe  flaw  his 

J^rifti ;  And  eauer  habben  far  care  '*t  loken  after  al  ]?is  hwe«     [FoI.  1236.] 

hit  forwur^e.  %  bringe  on  his  moder  forhe  up  o  forhe.   pah 

J?u  riche  beo  T:  nurice  habbe  ;  ]7U  moft  as  moder  carien  for 

al  \at  hire  limped  to  donne.     peos  T;  o^re  arm^en  fat  of   I'e,  B- 

wedlac  awakened  st.  pawel  biluke^  in  ane  hit  wordef. 

Tribulationes  carnis  &c.  fat  is.  on  engiich.     peo  fat  f\x\- 

liche  beo^  ;  fchulew  derf  drehen.     Hwa  fe  j^enche^  on  al 

)>is  T:  omai-e  fat  ter  is  T:  nule  wi^huhe  fat  f'm^  fat  hit  al 

of  awakened  ;  Ha  is  hardre  iheorted  J^en  adamantines  flan. 

T;  mare  amad  jif  ha  mei  beo  ;  fen  if  madfchipe  felf.     Hire    amead,  B. 

ahne  fa  "X  hu'e  fend  Hate^  hire  feluen.     Lutel  wat  meide^e 

of  al  ]jis  ilke  weane  of  wiuef  wa  wi^  hire  were,  ne  of  hare 

were  fe  wlateful  fat  ha  imeane  wurchen.  ne  of  J^at  far  ne 

of  J^at  futi  ifa  bur^erne  of  beam.  T:  his  iborenefTc  of  nuricef    [FoI.  123c.] 

wecches  ne  of  hire  wafi/Ses  of  fat  fode  fotlru?jgc  hu  muchel 

ha  fchule  at  eanes  in  his  mu^  famplcw  now^er  to  muchel 

ne  to  lutel.     pah  J^is  beo  of  to  fpeken  unwur^liche  Jjinges.    no  his  la^"cr 

pah  fa  marc  ha  fchawe^  ihwuch  ]?eowdom  wiues  beo«  fat  "^ 

Jjullich  motew  drehe.    And  meidnes  ihwuch  fredom  fat  freo    '"ote  drehen, 

beo^  fram  ham  alle.     And  hwat  jif  ich  eafki  jet  j'at  hit 

jjunche  egede  hu  fat  wif  flonde  fat  iherc^  hwcM  ha  cume¥    \c,  B, 

in  hire  beam  fcrcamcM  Sco^  J^c  cat  at  tlio  flichc.  1  to  hand 

at  te  huide.     Hire  cake  beamed  0  |?c  (lau.  1   hiic  calf 
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ear^en  pot  is  running  into  J^e  fire,  and  J^e  churl  is  scolding. 
All   this   is   to  pough  it  be  an  odious  tale,  it  ought,  maiden,  to  deter  tee 

alarm  the  maid-  ^       °  .„.  .      { 

ens.  more  strongly  from  marriage,  for  it  seems  not  easy  to  her 

Jjat  trie^  it.  pe  seely  maiden  J^at  ha^  fully  removed  her- 
self out  of  ]iat  servitude  as  free  daughter  of  God,  and  his 
Sons  spouse,  need  not  suffer  any  ^ing  of  J^e  like.  "Wherfore, 
seely  maiden,  forsake  all  such  soitow  for  ])e  meed  reserved 
\>ee,  as  ]7ou  oughtest  to  do  wi^out  any  fee.     Now  I  have 

He  sums  up  much  kept  my  promise  above:  J^at  I  would  show  it  to  be  wi^ 

to  the  disiidvim-  n  t      i         t       i  i  ij  -v-  tn^-i^*- 

tage  of  wedlock,  falsehood  glozcd  ovor,  what  many  one  sai^  and  ^mke^ 
Ad^scaias  Gemi-  -^  ^^^^ — ^^  ^^  happiness  and  sweetness  which  \>e  wedded 
have  ;  jjat  it  fare^  not  so,  as  ]>ose  ween  who  look  from  J^e 
outside ;  but  it  goes  quite  o^erwise,  wi^  poor  and  wi^ 
rich,  wi^  J'ose  who  loaj^e  and  J'ose  who  love  one  ano^er; 
J'at  ]>e  vexation  in  every  case  exceeds  j^e  joy,  and  ]>e  loss, 
beyond  all,  passes  J'e  gain. 

l^ow,  Jjen,  seely  maiden,  whom  David  called  daughter, 
hear  ]>j  fa^er,  and  hearken  to  his  advice,  which  iu  ]>e  be- 
Text  of  David  re-  ginning  of  fiis  Wilting  he  gave  : — Forget  ]ij  people  J'at  lie^ 
^^^  ^  '  to  J^ee  about  J'C  joy  of  a  husband  and  of  ]>e  world  ;  ])y  people, 

Jjat  is  to  say,  ]>i  Noughts,  J^at  deceitfully  lead  ]>ce  toward 
all  vexation,  and  forsake  j^y  facers  house,  as  was  before 
explained,  and  betake  Jiee  to  him  truly.  "Wi^  him  ]>o\i 
shalt  enjoy,  as  wi^  ]>j  wedded  husband,  world  wi^out  end, 
Transcendental  hcaveuly  joys.  Blcsscd  is  ]fe  spousc  of  Him,  whose  maid- 
niysticism.  enhood  is  untouched,   quando  ille  super  ilia  gignit,  ilia 

autem  ea  illo  parit  absque  labore  et  sine  dolore.     Happy  is 
J^e  husband  when  none  can  be  a  maiden  except  she  love 
him,  nor  free  except  she  serve  him ;  whose  offspring  is  im- 
mortal, and  whose  morrow  gift  is  j^e  kingdom  of  heaven. 
Exhorts  to  such  Now,  J^cu,  sccly  maiden,  if  it  is  lief  to  j^ee,  take  him  for  ]>y 
band';*  '"^     "^'  ^^^^^)  li'^^  rule^  all  jiat  is,  and  was,  and  ever  shall  be ;  for 
l^ough  he  be  richest,  he  alone  beyond  all,  ])e  poorest  of  all 
Jjat  choose^  him  for  a  husband  is  acceptable  to  him.     If 
whom  he  extols.  ]>ou  wishest  for  a  husband  Jiat  ha^  much  beauty,  take  him 
at  whose  beauty  J^e  sun  and  J^e  moon  are  astonished,  to  look 
upon  whose  countenance  J^e  angels  are  never  satiated,  for 
when  he  give^  fairness  to  all  ])at  is  fair  in  heaven  and  in 
ear^,  much  more  he  ha^,  wi^out  all  conjecture,  retained 
for  himself;  and  jjough  ho  is  )7us  fairest  of  all  ^ings,  he 
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fuke^.  J^e  croh  eorne^  i]>e  fur  T;  te  cheorl  chicled,     pah 

hit  be  egede  fahe ;  hit  ah  meidew  to  eggi  ]>e  fpi^re  ]>eY 

framward.  for  nawt  ne  bunche  hit  hire  egede  hat  hit  fended    frommart,  B. 

j^c,  a. 
Ne  J'arf  ]>at  feli  meiden  "^at  haue^  al  idon  hire  ut  of  jjullich 

l^eowdom  afe  godes  fre  dohter  ""t  his  fanes  fyuse  dreho  nawt     CFoI.  1234.] 

fwucches.  for  ]?i  feli  meidew  forfac  al  ];ullich  forhe  far  ut-    J'ulli,  B. 

nume  mede  hat  tu  ahef  to  don  "wi^ute^i  euch  huire.     Nu    ]>e  \>u  ahtest, 

ich  habbe  ihaldew  mine  biheafte  J^ruppe.  ]>at  ich  walde 

fcheawew  wi^  falfchipe  ifme^et  ]!af  te  moni  an  fei^  T; 

Jjuwche^  ]>at  hit  fo^  beo  of  ]7e  felh^e  T:  te  fwefe  \at  te 

iweddede  habbe?j  \at  hit  ne  fare^  nawt  fwa  as  wene^  ]>at   habbe?!,  B. 

ifeo^  utewi^  ah  fare^  al  o^er  weis  of  poure  ba  1;  riche  of 

la^e  T.  ec  of  leoue.  \at  te  weane  eihwer  pafle^  )7e  "winne. 

1;  te  lure  ouer  al ;  al  \q  bijeate. 

Nu  Jjewne  feli  meiden  \at  diaui^  cleope^  dohter.     Jher 

J7i  fader.  T:  hercne  his  read  \at  he  ij^e  frum^e  of  jjis  writ 

readde.  forjet  ti  folc  \at  lihe^  \e  of  weres  '~\  worldes  wuwne. 

\at  beo^  Jiine  J^ohtes  ^at  fwikeliche  leaded  J^e  toward  alle    >e,  B. 

weane.  T:  forfac  \i  fader  hws.  as  hit  is  Jjeruppe  iopenet.  T. 

tac  Je  to  hi»i  treowliche.  wi^  hi?^  I'u  fchalt  wealdera  as 

wi^  \i  were  iwedded  world  butew  ende  heuewriche  winnen.     [FoI.  n\a.] 

Eadi  if  his  fp«<se  hwas  meidewhad  if  unwemmed  hwe^  he 

on  hire  ftreone^  T;  hwe;i  ha  teamed  of  him  ne  fwinke^  ne 

ne  pine^     Eadi  if  te  were  hwe;^  nan  ne  mei  beo  meiden 

bute  jif  ha  him  luuie.  ne  freo  bute  jif  ha  hi«j  ferui.    Hwaf  heo  (twacc),  B. 

ftreow  if  undeadlich.  1  hwas  marhejiue  if  te  kinedo;;t  of 

heuene.     Nu  J^ewne  feli  meide?^  jif  )iq  is  weolc  leof.  nim  \q    is  J^e,  B. 

hi^rt  to  lauerd  \at  wealde^  al  \at  is  T;  was  1  Qvoier  fchal 

iwur^en.  for  \dh.  he  beo  richeft  him  ane  oner  alle ;  \(i  aire 

meall  poure  \at  him  to  were  cheofe^  ;  is  hi/«  wel  icweme.    I'e,  B. 

jif  \at  tu  wilneft  were  \at  muche  wlite  habbe  ;  nim  hi»i  of 

hwas  wlite  beo^  awundret  j^e  funne  T:  te  mono,  upo  hwas 

nebfchaft  \q  engles  ne  bco^  neau^r  fuUe  to  bihalde».  for 

hwcw  he  jiue^  feirlec  to  al  \at  is  feir  \n  heuene  T:  i« 

ear^e;  muche  mare   ho   haue^  wi^utcw  cni  etlungo  at    inudK-le,  B. 

halden  to  hxm  felue/«.  "I  tah  hwew  ho  ^us  is  aire  H'/ge      foI.  \nh.\ 
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received  bli^ely,  and  embraced  openly,  J^e  loaj^liest  of  all, 
and  make^  J^em  seven  times  sheener  J^an  J^e  sun.  If  off- 
Haye  for  off-  spring  be  desirable  to  ]>ee,  take  Jiyself  to  him,  under  wbom 
tues  of  the  soul,  J^ou  shalt  in  ]>y  maidenhood  bring  for^  daughters  and  sons 
of  spiritual  teamings,  J^at  never  can  die,  but  shall  ever 
and  these  shall  before  j^ee  play  in  heaven ;  j^at  is  to  say,  J7e  virtues  Jjat  he 
in  heaven.  begette^  in  ]?ee  by  his  sweet  grace,  such  as  righteousness, 

and  being  wary  against  improprieties;  moderation,  and 
temperance,  and  spiritual  streng^  to  wi^  stand  ]>e  devil 
and  against  sin;  simplicity  of  manner,  and  affability  and 
tranquillity,  endurance  and  sympa^y  for  every  mans  sorrow, 
joy  in  j^e  Holy  Ghost,  and  in  ]>e  breast  peace  from  envy  and 
wra^,  from  covetousness  and  every  immoral  error;  meek- 
ness and  mildness,  and  sweetness  of  heart,  Jjat  belonged  of 
all  ^ings  best  to  maidenhoods  virtues.  Such  is  J^e  offspring 
of  maidenhood,  ]>e  spouse  of  ]>e  Son  of  God,  J^at  shall  for 
But,  thedepravi-  evcr  live  and  play  wi^out  end  before  her  in  heaven.  But, 
aie  mishegotten  maiden,  )?ough  jjou  be  intact  of  body,  and  have  pride,  spite, 

children,  born  of  ^  ,  •   i      j        -n         -v       •       i        i         .j. 

fornication  with  or  wra^,  covetousness,  or  wicked  will,  wi^in  m  py  heart, 
J70U  dost  fornication  wi^  J>e  evil  one  of  hell,  and  he  be- 
gette^  on  ]>ee  ]>e  offspring  J>at  ]>ovl  bearest.      "VNTien  ]>j 
husband,  ]>e  Almighty,  to  whom  j^ou  hast  wedded  J'yself, 
see^  and  understande^  )'is,  ]7at  his  enemy  lie^  wi^  j^ee, 
and  ]7at  J^ou  breedest  of  him  an  offspring  to  him  most  loa^- 
some,  he  despised  Jjee  at  once,  as  is  no  wonder,  and  sur- 
renders j^ee  fully  to  him  of  whom  jjou  breedest,  nor  does  he 
God  tolerates  no  keep  wi^  any  man,  and  least  of  all  wi^  his  foeman,  any 
ness.  ""  ^^^   "    ^^if  measures.     "WTiosoever  love^  aught  but  him,  or  any- 
^ing  except  for  his  sake,  she  enrages  him  much.     Above 
Pride  is  the  devils  all  ^ings  know  ]?at  Jjou  brecdest  pride  by  J^e  devils  beget- 
and  if  thou  art  ting,  for  of  all  viccs  J^at  one  is  his  eldest  daughter,     pat 

its  mother,  what  ^      ,  /"-l-imi  i    •      ■• 

mayst  thou  ex-  first  sprang  trom  him  while  he  was  yet  in  heaven,  nearly 
^^^^ '  of  ]>e  same  age ;  and  so  it  cast  its  fa^er,  as  soon  as  it  was 

bom,  from  ]7e  highest  heaven  into  J7e  abyss  of  heU  wi^out 
recovery,  and  made  out  of  an  archangel  a  most  odious  devil. 
pe  daughter  )jat  ]7us  dashed  her  heavenly  fa^er  down,  what 
will  she  do  wi^  her  ear^ly  mo^er,  ji  at  breeder  her  in  bore- 
dom of  ]>e  loa^some  being,  )7e  devil  of  hell  ?  When  God 
so  vengefully  doomed  his  archangel  J7at  begat  her  in  heaven, 


i 
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feirest ;  he  vnderfe^  bli^eliche  '\  bicluppc'S  fwoteluche  ]>q 
aire  la^lukefl;  T;  make^  ham  feouefi^e  fchewre  Jjcw  J^e  fuwne. 
^if  ]>e  were  ftreow  leof ;  nim  J>e  to  him  under  hwam  J)u 
fchalt  ijji  meidewhad  teamen  dohtren  T;  funen  of  gaftliche 
teames  ^at  neauer  ne  deiene  mahen.  ah  fchulen  ai  bifore  J^e    >c,  B.    aa,  B. 
pleien  in  heuene.  ]>at  heoti  ]>e  uertuz  ]>at  he  ftreone^  in  j^e 
J7urh  his  fwete  grace.    As  rihtwifhefle  '\  warfchipe  ajaines 
unj^eawes  Mefure  T:  mete  T;  Gaftliche  ftreng^e  to  wi^ftonde 
]7e  feond  T:  ajain  funne.     Simplete  of  femblaunt.  T;  buhfu?^j- 
nefle  T;  ftH^e.  )»olemodnefle  1;  reowfulnefle  of  euch  mownes 
forhe.     Gladfchipe  ij^e  haH  gaft.  T;  pes  i))!  breofte  of  onde 
T.   of  wra^^e.  of  jifcinge  '\   of  euch  un)>eawe8  worre.    jisceunge,  B. 
Mekelec  T;  mildfchipe  T;  fwotneffe  of  heorte  ])at  limped  aire 
J»inge  beft  to  meidenhades  mihte.  jjis  is  meidenef  team  godes     [foi.  i24t.] 
funes  fpwse  'j^ai  fchal  hire  ai  Hbben  T:  pleien  bute/i  ende   aa,  B. 
bifore  hire  in  heuene.     ^  Ah  jjah  j>\i  meide/i  beo  wi^ute 
bruche  of  >i  bodi  T:  tu  habbe  prude  onde  o^er  ma}6^e  %^  ^n^^uche, 
jifcinge  o^er  wac  wil  inwi^  i]>hi  heorte ;  j>u  forhoref  te    forhorest,  B. 
wi^  J^e  unwiht  of  helle.  %  he  flreone^  on  ]^e  jie  teames  j>at   team,  B. 
tu  teameft.    Hwew  J^i  were  al  wealden  in  \at  tu  J^e  to  wed-   wealdent,  B. 
deft,  fe^  T;  underftond  tis  \at  his  fa  forli^  \q,  1  }^at  tu 
teameft  of  him  '^at  him  if  teame  la^eft ;  he  forhohe^  j^e  forhecchetJ,  B. 
anan  as  hit  nis  na  wonder.  T;  cwe^e^  J^e  al  cwite  him  \at 
tu  of  teameft.  ne  kepe^  he  wi^  na  mon  1  hure  wi^  his 
famon  na  half  dale,  hwa  ]iat  luue^  eawiht  bute  him.  "X   naii,B.  ]>e,  B. 
hwat  fe  ha  for  him  ne  luue^  ha  wra'S^e^  hi»i  fwi^e.    luuicS,  B. 
Ouer  alle  J^ing  wite  J^e  \ai  tu  ne  teami  prude  bi  \e  dcoulef    {Vo\.  i2irf.] 
flreonuwge.  for  heo  of  alle  unj7eawes  if  his  ealdefte  dohter. 
Earst  ha  wakenede  of  him  ^a  jet  J7a  he  wes  in  heuene.  for 
neh  wi^  him  euen  hald.  T:  fwa  ha  caft  hire  fader  fone  fe 
ha  iborew  wes  fraw  J^e  hehfte  heuene  in  to  helle  grunde 
wi^ute  coueninge  T,  makede  of  heh  engel  eatelukcft  deouel.    butc,  B. 
Heo  \at  tus  adufte  hire  hcuenliche  fader  adun ;  hwat  wile 
ha  don  bi  hire  eor^liche  modres  \at  teamed  hire  in  bore- 
dom of  \c.  la^e  vnwiht  j^c  hcllcnc  fchucke.     Hwe7»  Godd  fo    J^on,  B. 
"wracfulliche  fordewide  his  heh  ewgel  \at  ftreoncde  hire  in    I'"',  B. 
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what  will  he  do  wi^  J^e  woman  of  clay,  meat  for  worms, 
who  of  ]7e  devil  breeder  her  on  ear^  ?    If  wi^  maidenhood 
J'ou  hast  meekness  and  mildness,  God  is  in  jjy  heart.     But 
Pride  and  God  if  in  it  is  presumption  or  any  pride,  he  is  an  outlaw  from 
gether.  ^^    °'  it,  for  J?ese  must  no  wise  bed  in  one  breast,  J^ey  must  not 
dwell  toge^er  in  heaven,  pence  God  cast  pride  as  soon  as  it 
was  bom,  and  as  it  knew  not  which  way  it  came  J>i^erward, 
it  can  never  more  find  its  way  j^i^er.    But  dwelling  here  on 
car^,  she  promises  as  a  dwelling  place  all  her  movers — yea, 
movers,  J»ough  maidens — to  her  accursed  fa^er  in  inmost 
Pride  is  bom  of  hell.    Be  on  guard,  maiden,  against  her.    She  arose  of  a  pure 
race,  jre  angels  equals,  and  in  ptirest  breasts  she  breeder  yet. 
pe  best  she  has  beguiled,  and  well  she  may  hope  to  be 
victor  over  man,  since  she  once  overcame  an  angel.     She  is 
not  in  clojjes,  nor  outwardly,  in  pai'ticoloured  dress,  jjough 
jjis  be  a  mark  and  a  proof  of  her  presence  at  o^er  times ; 
She  is  found  un-  but  Under  white,  or  under  black,  and  likewise  under  gray, 
habits.  and  under  green  and  dark  gray,  she  hide^  in  J^e  heart.    As 

soon  as  fou  accountest  ]'yself  better  )7au  ano^er,  for  what- 
soever cause,  and  hast  contempt  of  any,  and  hast  uncourte- 
compirenotthy- ous  and  coutemptuous  ^oughts,  of  aught  that  it  is  said, 

self  with  others.  ,  ,  . ,      .  °  ®  ' 

the  ofev  do^  take  pride  m,  jion  marrest  ]>j  maidenhood 

and  breakest  ]fj  wedlock  towards  God,  and  breedest  by 

Look  not  down  his  foe.     Hold  not  bou  cheap,  bough  bou  be  a  maiden,  be 

on   wedded   wo-       _  ,  /  -,     «  ,  ,      . 

men.  widow  uor  pe  wedded,  for  as  a  carbuncle  is  better  pan  a 

jacinct  in  pe  average  of  each  sort,  and  yet  a  bright  jacinct 
is  better  pan  a  pale  carbuncle  ;  so  a  maiden,  as  regards  pe 
grace  of  maidenhood,  ovei-passe^  pe  widowed  and  pe 
wedded ;  and  yet  a  mild  wife  or  a  meek  widow  is  better 

Penitents  better  ]ian  a  proud  maiden  :  for  bese  by  reason  of  beir  sins  and 

than  proud.  ■'  ^  i  j  r 

pat  pej  follow  pe  fil^  of  pe  flesh,  bow  j^emselves  doAvn  as 
low  and  vile,  and  are  sore  afraid  of  Gods  awful  anger ;  and 
as  pe  humble  sinner,  Mary  Magdalene,  wi^  bitter  weeping, 
pej  lament  j^eir  guilt,  and  most  inwardly  love  God,  as  she 
did,  for  peir  forgiveness ;  and  pe  one  sort,  J^at  keep  J^em- 
selves  wi^out  guilt  and  pure,  are  as  secure,  live  lustless 
and  lukewarm  in  Gods  love,  wi^out  any  heat  from  j^e  Holy 
Ghost,  which  burned  so  light,  wi^out  a  wasting  combustion 
in  all  his  chosen ;  while  pe  o^ers,  in  a  heat  of  a  moment, 
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heuene ;  hwat  wile  he  don  bi  ]>at  lam  1  wurmene  mete. 
j>ai  of  j^e  deouel  teamed  hire  on  eor^e ;  jif  j^u  haues  wi^ 
meidenhad  meokelec  T.  mildfchipe ;  godd  is  ijjin  hcorte.  Ah 
jif  ]>eT  is  oU(?>-hohe  o^er  eni  prude  in ;  he  is  utlahe  Jrof. 
for  ne  muhen  ha  nanes  weis  bedden  i;i  a  breollc.  ha  ne 
muhen  nawt  fomen  earden  in  heuene.  j^eone  godd  warp 
hire  fone  fe  ha  iboren  wes  :  T;  as  ha  nuste  hwuch  wei 
ha  come  jjeneward ;  ne  con  ha  neauer  mare  iflnden  na 
wei  ajainward.  Ah  eardinde  her  on  eor^e  bihat  ache 
wununge  alle  hire  modres  al  beon  ha  meidnef  wi^  hare 
awariede  fader  hi  iwwarde  belle.  "Wite  j^e  meidew  wi^  hire. 
Ha  cwikede  of  cleane  cunde  af  if  in  englef  euene  '\  clen- 
nefte  breften  brede'S  hire  jette.  pe  belle  ha  af  ajile^.  1 
wei  ha  dar  hopein  to  beo  ke?;?pen  oner  mon  "pat  oU(?rcom 
engel.  Nis  ha  nawt  in  elates  ne  in  feahunge  utewi^  J'ah 
hit  beo  merke  J^rof  1  munegunge  o^er  hwiles.  Ah  under 
hwit  o^er  blac.  '\  af  ewel  vnd^r  grei  as  under  orene  T:  gra. 
ha  lute^  i])e  heorte.  Sone  fo  ])u.  telles  te  bet^re  ]>eti  an 
o^er.  beo  hit  hwerfore  fe  hit  eaner  beo  '\  hauefl  of  eni 
ouerhohe  T;  Jjunche^  hofles  T:  hoker  of  ewt  fat  mow  fei^  ]>e 
o^er  de^S  jette ;  ])vl  ra«rres  ti  meide??had  1  brekes  ti  wedlac 
toward  godd  ^  of  his  fa  temes  Ne  telle  ]>n  nawt  e^elich 
al  beo  ])u  meidew  to  widewen  ne  to  iweddede.  for  alfwa  as 
a  charbucle  if  bet^'re  ]>en  a  iaeinct  ij^e  euene  of  hare  cunde. 
T;  tah  is  betere  a  briht  iaeinct  ]>en  a  charbucle  won.  Alfwa 
pafle^  meideu  ono»t  te  mihte  of  meide?ihad ;  widewen  T; 
iweddede  T:  tah  is  hetere  a  milde  wif  o^er  a  mcoke  widewe 
J?en  a  prud  meide?«.  for  Jjgos  for  hore  funnen  ]>at  ha  iflefches 
ful^e  folhen  leoten  ham  lahe  %  e^elichc.  1  beo^  fare 
offeared  of  godcs  Inhere  eie.  And  as  te  eadi  fimegild  marie 
magdalene.  wi^  bittre  wopes  bireowfe^  hare  gultcs.  T:  in- 
wardlukeft  luuie^  godd  al  fwa  as  heo  dide  for  hare  for- 
jeoucneffe.  And  te  o'Sre  ]>at  balden  ham  vnforgult  T:  cloanc  ; 
beon  afe  fikere  unluftie  T:  wlecche  liuc^  igodcs  luue  wi^- 
Mten  euch  heate  of  \)Q  hali  gaft  ]>at  beamed  fe  lihtc  wi^uto 
waftinde  brune  in  alle  hife  icorene.    And  te  o^re  in  a  hoate 


Jie,  B.  ineaw- 
bruclie,  B. 
[Fol.  125a.] 


ne  ue  maken, 

B. 
somet,  B. 


earm'Se,  B, 
bihalt,  B. 


[Fol.  1256.] 
asaile"S.  B. 


mahunge,  B. 
aa,  B. 
tellest,  B. 

eawt,B.  me,B, 
-est,  B. 
[Fol.  125c.] 


>ah,  B. 


hare,  B. 
folhiS      oj^er 
fuliecN,  B. 


he,  B. 
[Fol.  125rf.] 

unuoaiNe,     B. 

for  liueS. 
j^e,  B. 

an,  B. 
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are  more  melted  and  liquefied  into  good,  j^an  J^e  first  in 
J^eir  lukewarmness  all  J^eir  lifetime.     'Wherefore,  blessed 

Be  not  overcon-  maiden,  spouse  of  ]>e  Son  of  God,  be  not  )'0U  too  confident 

mawLhwd.  ^^^  in  ]>J  maidenhood  only  wi^out  o^er  good  and  moral  virtues, 
and  especially  mildness  and  mGekness  of  heart,  after  ]>e 
example  of  j>at  maiden  blessed  beyond  all  o^ers,  Mary,  \>e 
mo^er  of  God.  For  when  ]7e  archangel  Gabriel  greeted 
her,  and  brought  her  ]>e  tidings  of  Christs  conception,  ob- 
serve how  low  she  let  herself  be  when  she  answered  ]>us  of 

Luke  i.  38.  herself:  "Behold,  J^e  ^rall  of  pe  Lord;  according  to  ]>j 
word,"  said  she,  "  may  it  be  to  me."  And  ]70ugh  she  were 
full  of  all  good  manners,  she  only  said  of  her  meekness  and 
sang  to  Elizabe^,  "  For  now  my  Lord  ha^  regarded  ]>e  low 

Luke  i.  48.  estate  of  his  hand  maiden.  All  people,"  said  she,  "shall 
caU.  me  blessed."  Take  heed,  maiden,  and  understand 
hereby,  ]7at  more  for  her  meekness  ]?an  for  her  maidenhood, 
she  believed  she  experienced  such  grace  from  our  Lord. 

Meekness  indis-  To  all  maidenhood  meekness  is  wor^  much,  and  maiden- 

pensable.  ....  .  .  i        . 

hood  wi^out  it  is  vile  and  wor^  noting  ;  for  a  maiden  in 
her  maidenhood  wi^out  meekness  is  just  like  oil  in  a  lamp 
wi'Sout  light.     Blessed   spouse  of   God!    have   J^is   same 
virtue,  J^at  j^ou  seem  not  darksome,  but  shine  as  )>e  sun  in 
]>j  husband's  sight.     Yary  ]>j  maidenhood  wi^  all  good 
Think  of  Mary  manners,  which  seem  to  him  fair.     Have  ever  in   yme 
a^^^the  virgin  -^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  blessed  of  maidens  and  mo^er  of  maiden- 
hood, and  ever  beseech  her  to  enlighten  j^ee  and  give  J>ee 
love  and  streng^  to  follow  in  maidenhood  her  excellencies, 
pink  of  St.  Ka^arine,  St.  Margaret,  St.  Agnes,  St.  Juli- 
ana, St.  Lucy,  St.  Cecilia,  and  of  j^e  o^er  holy  maidens  in 
heaven ;   how  J^ey  not  only  refused  kings  sons  and  earls 
and  of  theii-  con-  -^1^  all  woi'ldly  wcal^  and  ear^ly  joys,  but  endured  strong 
pains  ra]7er  J^an  accept  ]?em  and  a  sorrowful  dea^  at  last, 
pink  how  well  J^ey  are  off  now,  and  how  J»ey  revel  now  in 
Gods  ai*ms  as  queens  of  heaven.     And  if  it  ever  happens 
)7at  jjy  bodys  lust,  trough  ]>e  false  fiend,  leaded  J^ee  towards 
carnal  fil^,  answer  ]>j  Noughts  ])us :  "  pon  makest  no  pro- 
Combat  the  flesh  gress,  dcceivor !     Such  will  I  be  in  a  maidens  life  as  is  an 
and  resolution,    angel  in  heaven.    I  will  keep  myself  intact  trough  j^e  grace 
of  God,  as  nature  me  made,  Jjat  ]>e  joys  of  paradise  may  re- 
ceive me ;  such  as  were,  before  j^ey  sinned,  its  first  cultiva- 
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of  a  hondhwile  beow  imealt  mare  ^  iptten  in  godd  ]>en  ]>e   an,  B, 

o^re  in  a  wleccliunge  al  hare  liffi^e.     Forjii  eadi  meidew   lifsrSen,  B. 

godef  fune  fpMse  ne  beo  ]>\i  nawt  tu  trufti  ane  to  J>i  meiden-    sunes,  B. 

had  wi^utew  o^er  God  T;  J^awfulle  mihtes  %  oner  al  milt- 

Ichipe  T;  meokefchipe  of  heorte  after  J^e  bisne  of  ]>at  eadi   forbisne,  B. 

meidew  oner  all  o^re.  marie  godes  moder.  for  ^a,  j^e  hehe 

engel  oabreel  grette  hire.  T;  brohte  hire  ]>e  tidinge  of  godes    tire  to,  B. 

akeweffe;  loke  hu  lah  ha  lette  hire  ]>a  ha  onfwerede  'pus  bi     LFoI-  i26a]. 

hire  felue.  low  her  mi  lauerdes  J^ralle ;    After  j^i  word  qwod 

ha  mote  me  iwurden.     And  tah  ha  ful  were  of  alle  gode 

jjeawes ;  ane  of  hire  mekelec  ha  feide  '\  fong  to  Heliza- 

beth.  for  mi  lauerd  bifeh  his  jjufftenes  mekelac  me  fchulew 

clepien  quod,  ha  eadi  alle  leoden.    Nim  jeme  meiden  T;  nn- 

derftond  herbi.  pat  mare  for  hire  mekelec  pen  for  hire 

meidewhad  ha  lette  pat  ha  ifowd  fwnch  grace  at  ure  lauerd. 

for  al  meidewhad ;  mekelec  is  muche  wur^.  T:  meidewhad 

wi^utew  hit  is  e^eliche  T;  unwnr^  for  al  fwa  is  meidew 

imeidewhad  wi^ute  mekelec  ;  as  is  wi^ute  liht  eoUe  in  a     giypJ^^B  ^' 

laumpe.     Eadi  godef  fpwse  haue  j^is  ilke  mihte  pat  tu  ne 

Jjunche  Jjeoftri.  ah  fchine  as  te  fuwne  ij'i  weres  fih^e.  feahe 

J^i  meidenhad  wi^  alle  gode  J^eawes.  pat  J»uwche^  him  feire.    ]>e,  B. 

Haue  eauer  ij^in  herte  pe  eadiefte  of  meidnes  T:  meide?jhades     [FoI.  i266.] 

TuorSer.  T;  bifech  ai  hire  pat  ha  pe  lihte  T;  jiue  luue  T:    aa,  B. 

ftreng^e  for  to  folhe  in  meidenhad  hire  J^eawes.     peneh  o.  forte  folhen,B. 

st.  katerine.  o.  st.  margarete.   st.  enneis.  st.  Juliene.  st. 

lucie.  st.  (ffecille.  T,  0)70  o^re  hali  meidnes  in  heuene    Hu 

ha  nawt  ane  forfoken  kingef  funnes  T:   eorles  wi^  alle 

worldliche  weolen  '\  eor^liche  wunnew ;  ah  jjoleden  llrowge 

pines  ear  ha  waldew  nimen  haw*  '~i  derf  dea'S  on  ende. 

jjench  hu  wel  ham  is  nu.  T,  hu  ha  blifle^  Jierfore  bituhhe 

godes  armef  cwenes  of  heuene.     And  jif  hit  eaner  time^ 

pat  ti  licomef  lull  jjurh  pe  falfe  feond  leaded  pe  toward    leadie,  B. 

flefchliche  ful^e ;  onfwere  ij^i  Jjoht  tus.    Ne  oeinc^  pe  nawt   i>ns,  B. 

fweoke.  JjuUich  ichuUe  been  imeidenes  liflade.  Jlich  heuene 

engel.  Jchulle  haldc  me  hal  ]7urh  pe  grace  of  godd  af  cundo 

me  makede.  pat  paraife  felh^e  underfo  me  all  fwuch  af    [FoI.  mcc.i 
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tors.    Altoge^er,  such  I  will  be  as  is  my  dear  leman,  my 

precious  Lord,  and  as  is  j^at  blessed  maiden,  ])at  he  chose  to 

Resolve  to   re-  himself  for  mo^er.     Such  will  I  keep  myself,  truly  unpol- 

mam  a  maiden,  .  .  •i-rnii.i> 

luted,  since  I  am  to  him  wedded.  Nor  will  I  for  a  lust  of 
a  little  while,  J^ough  it  seems  a  delight,  cast  away  J>at  ^iag, 
])e  loss  of  which  I  should  repent  wi^out  recovery,  and  pay 
for  in  hell  wi^  every  burning,  pou  wretched  wight !  all 
for  nought  Jjou  provokest  me  to  commit  sin,  and  forego 
])e  bliss  upon  bliss,  J^e  crown  upon  crown  of  a  maidens 
as  if  the  aiterr.a-  reward :  and  hast  a  wish  and  a  will  to  cast  me  as  a  wretch 

tive  were  hell.       .  .         „  .  >  i       o 

into  J>y  pit  of  punishment;    pat  instead   of  pe  song  of 
angels  out  of  maidenhoods  grace,  greet  and  groan  ever  wi^ 
J»e  and  wi^  j^ine  in  j^e  eternal  horror  of  hell."     If  ]>ovl  Jjus 
answerest  to  ]>j  bodys  lust  and  to  ]>e  fiends  attempts,  he 
shall  flee  from  J^ee  wi^  shame.  And  if  he  still  after  ]jis,  soon 
enough,  come  to  Jiee  and  continue  to  irritate  J^y  flesh  and 
prick  j^y  heart,  J^y  Lord  God  pennitte^  J^is  to  enlarge  )»y 
1  Corinth,  ix.  25.  reward ;  for,  as  St.  Paul  sai^,  none  is  crowned  except  who- 
soever fights  stoutly  in  j^at  fight,  and  wi^  strong  combating 
overcome^  her  flesh ;  for  j^en  is  )>c  devil,  wi^  his  own 
Hide  thyself  in  guile,  shamefully  overgrown.     When  j^ou,  as  ]>e  apostle 
sai^,  shalt  not  be  crowned,  except  j^ou  be  assailed,  for  God 
will  crown  J7ee ;  he  will  permit  jie  evil  one  to  assail  J^ee  J^at 
Champions  or     J^cuce  )jou  mayst  Cam  crown  upon  crown.   Hence  it  is  of  most 
according  to  B.    benefit  to  ]iee  ]>at  when  he  grieved  J'ee  most,  and  wi^ 
temptations  warred  more  madly  upon  ]>ee,  if  ]>o\i  hidest 
jjyself  well  under  Gods  wings :  for  by  j^is  war  he  prepared 
j>ee  in  spite  of  his  tee^,  ])e  bliss  and  ]>e  crown  of  Christs 
chosen  ones.     And  may  Jesu  Christ  grant  j^ee  trough  his 
blessed  name,  and  all  j^em  j^at  quit  }7e  love  of  man  of  clay, 
He  prays  his  ex-  to  be  his  leman,  and  grant  j^at  J^ey  so  retain  )>eir  hearts 
avaif.  '""^    ™^^  wi^  him,  jjsit  neij^er  ]>e  promptings  of  jieir  flesh,  nor  temp- 
tations of  fe  fiend,  nor  any  of  his  ear^ly  imps,  daze  Jjeir 
heai-ts  wit,  nor  twist  J^em  out  of  ]>e  way,  on  which  J^ey 
have  entered  :  and  may  He  help  j^em  so  in  Him  to  hasten 
to  heaven,  till  ]>ey  be  thi^er  mounted,  as  ]?eir  bridal  shall 
be,  into  all  )»at  ever  blissful  is,  to  sit  wi^out  end,  wi^  ]>e 
blessed  bridegroom,  from  whom  all  happiness  is  derived. 
Amen. 
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weren  ear  ha  Gulten  his  earfte  hearmen.     Alluwge  fwuch 

ichulle  beoM  as  if  mi  deore  leofmow  mi  cleorewur^e  laiierd. 

T:  as  if  tat  eadi  meidew  ]>at  he  liim  cheaf  to  moder   Al    >e,  B. 

fwuch  ichulle  "wite  me  treowliche  un"wcmmct  af  ich  am 

him  iweddet.  ne  nul  ich  nawt  for  a  lufi:  of  a  lute  hwile  J»ah   ane,  B. 

hit  Jjuwche  delit  awai  warpe  ]>at  ]>ing.  hwas  lure  ichulle 

bireuien  wi^ute  coueru?2ge.  '\  wi^  eche  brune  abuggen  in 

helle.  J7U  wrechwile  ful  wiht  al  for  nawt  ]>u  prokeft  me  to 

forgultew  T;  forgan  Jje  bliiTe  upo  bliffe  j^e  crune  upo  crune 

of  meidenef  mede  T;  willes  1  waldes  warpe  me  as  wrecche 

ij'i  learwite.     ibid  for  ]fat  englene  fong  of  meidenhades     [Foi.  uea.] 

menfke :  wi^  j^e  T;  wi^  j^ine  gredew  ai  T:  granen  i)>e  eche    aa,  B. 

grure  of  helle.     ^if  ]>u  ]>\is  o?^fweres  to  ]>i  licomes  luft  T;  to    -est,  B, 

]>e  feondes  fondiage;  he  fchal  fleo  Jie  wi^  fchome.     And 

jif  he  alles  after  j^is  inoh  ra^e  atftonde  T:  halt  on  to  eili  J'i 

flefch  T;  prokie  j^in  herte.  j^i  lauerd  godd  it  J'ole^  him  to 

muccli  ]>i  mede.  for  as  fente  pawel  fei^.  ne  be^  nar  icrunet 

biite  hwafe  treoweliche   ij^ulle  feht  fihte.  T:  wi^  flrowg 

cockunge  ouercume  hire  flefch  for  J^ewne  if  te  deouel  wi^ 

hif  ahne  turn  fchomeliche  awai'pen.    Hwe?^  ]7U  af  te  apoftle    Je,  B. 

fei^  ne  fchalt  beon  icrunet  bute  Jju  beo  afailjet.  for  godd   jef  for  For,  B. 

■wile  crMni  J^e  ;  he  wile  leote  ful  wel  )>e  unwiht  afailje  J^e.     [FoI.  127a.] 

hat  tu  earni  ber  bui'h  crune  upo  crune  for  H  hit  if  he  meaft    J'^""^  ^??^" 
'  '       '  '  '  pene,  B. 

god.  \at  hwew  he  greue^  \e  meail.  T;  toward  ]ie  wi^  fondinge   te,  B. 

wodeluker  weorre^.  jif  \m  wel  hilef  te  under  godes  wengef.  "^^^  ^'^^  'h.^lea, 

for  ]>urh  j^if  weorre  he  jarke^  \e  unjionc  hife  te^  \e  bliffe 

T:  te  crune  of  cr/ftes  icorene.    And  ihesu  cr^'fl:  leue  \e  jjurh 

his  blefcede  nome.  T;  aUe  J^eo  ]iat  leauen  luue  of  lami  mon  ;    K,  B. 

for  to  beow  his  Icofmow.  T;  leue  fwa  hare  heorte  haldew  to 

him.  \at  hare  flefches  eggunge.  ne  ]70  feondes  fo?2dunge.  ne 

nan  of  his  eor^liche  limen ;  ne  weorri  hare  heorte  wit.  ne 

wrenche  hem  ut  of  J^e  wei  \at  ha  beo^  in  gongen  And  helpe 

ham  fwa  in  him  to  hihen  toward  heuene.  a^at  ha  boon 

iftihe  J?idcr  af  hare  brudlac  fchal  in  al  ]>at  eoxicr  fcl  if  wi^ 

fene  fell  brudgume  \at  fihc^  alle  felh'Se  of;  fittcn  buten 

ende.     AMEN. 
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[The  main  part  of  the  forms  of  words  in  this  treatise  is  easily  traced  in  the  Saxon  : 
and  howbeit  our  dictionaries  be  defective  and  grammars  incomplete,  yet  iu  the  loss 
of  genders  and  terminations,  which  the  language  had  suffered  iu  the  thirteenth  cen- 
tury, these  deficiencies  are  of  less  importance.  The  translation  and  the  explanations 
at  the  end  of  St.  Marherete  supersede  a  larger  glossary,  and  only  a  few  points 
present  themselves  for  notice.  In  some  instances  a  reexamination  of  the  text  has 
suggested  improvements.  Thus,  on  p.  43,  the  reading  of  B.  asaileS,  might  have 
been  admitted  into  the  text.  On  p.  46,  Hue  7,  for  every  read  eternal,  as  it  stands  a 
few  lines  lower.  In  p.  11,  1.  28,  ahest  means  oughtest.  In  the  first  line  of  fol.  \21a, 
for  cruni,  which  the  MS.  presents,  perhaps  cunni,  try,  would  be  a  better  reading.] 


Auriola,  p.  23. 

Bore,  voice,  p.  31. 

Cangun,  a  broad  short  built  man, 
p.  33.  CoNGEoif,  one  of  low  sta- 
ture or  a  dwarf.  Bailey  (1759). 
The  cammecle  kongons  cryen 
after  col,  col,  And  blowen  here 
bellewys  that  al  here  brayn 
brestcs.  Eel.  Ant.  I.  240.  The 
crooked  conguns  cry  after  coal, 
coal,  And  blow  their  bellows  till 
their  brains  crack. 

Cheowan,  to  jaw,  p.  31. 

Cockling,  p.  47.  Standing  like  a 
game  cock  to  a  fight,  uppish- 
ness.  So  Cocksy,  uppish.  (Baker 
Nor^hants.) 

Cuncwcari,  conquirere.  We  have 
here  a  proof  that  iu  1230  the 


English  pronunciation  of  Latin 
was  in  accordance  with  that  of 
other  nations. 

Erles,  earnest,  p.  7. 

Euening,  p.  7. 

E^elichc,  of  no  great  value,  fol. 
113t;,  125c,  126rt;.  Wyrta  sind 
ea^elice  gesceafta  (Saxon  Homi- 
lies, vol.  ii.,  p.  464).  TForts  are 
things  of  not  much  value.  j?e 
rihteoiscgoddwule  |'atwc  demon 
us  e^eliche  aut  lahe  (Si  scirct, 
fol.  5^).  The  righteous  God 
willeth  that  tve  deem  ourselves 
low  and  of  small  esteem. 

Famplcn,  p.  37. 

Forhohc,  p.  25,  from  Forhogian, 
here  Eorhohien. 

Frukelc,  frag  His,  p.  7. 
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Goderheale,  p.  29. 

Halschipe,  p.  5. 

Hearmen,  p.  47,  1.  1. 

Heueld,   p.   21.     Saxon  H^feld, 

Licium. 
Huler,  p.  31.   ^ef  alle  lu]?er  holers 

were  yserved  so,  Man  sclmlde 

fynde  \q  les  such  spouse  breche 

do.    (Robert  of  Gloster,  p.  26, 

Heame.) 
Kenchinde,     p.     17.       Cinkende 

hleahter  rims  excessus  in  Rule  of 

Mynchens.    See  Lye  in  cincung, 

cdchinnatio. 
Leirwite,  p.  47,  (so)  for  Leger  wite, 

pimishment  lair. 
Menskian,  p.  23,  to  ha/ce  mercy. 
Mis  for  to  donne,  p.  l7=for  to 

misdonne. 
Onont,  p.  9. 

Smirles  for  Smirels,  p.  13. 
Stikelinde,   p.  17.     Sticol  occurs 


in  the  Saxon,  though  not  in  the 
dictionaries. 

Strunden,  p.  35. 

Sunegild,  guilty  of  sin  (?),  p.  43. 

Sutelliche,  p.  23.  Saxon  Sweotol- 
lice. 

Sweamen,  pp.  17,  35,  to  flutter, 
disturb.  SeeEgilssoninSveimur, 
Sveimr ;  also  Caedmon  and  Codex 
Exoniensis;  and  compare  the 
Dansk  Svseve.  Dietrichs  view 
seems  erroneous. 

Smrfor^,  p.  23.  Cf.  "To  come 
down  cock's  neckling,  i.e.  head 
foremost.     "Wilts"  (Grose). 

Tricchet  in  itricchet,  p.  9. 

Truckie,  pp.  5,  7. 

^ettede,  p.  21.  See  Glossary  to 
Layamon. 

^iscian,  p.  29,  or  siyh.  See  Boet, 
p.  2,  1.  27. 

JJuflftenes,  p.  45,  Ge]7oftan. 
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PREFACE. 


The  treatises  which  follow,  now  for  the  first  time  printed,  are 
taken  from  a  miscellaneous  collection  of  Poems,  Tracts,  Prayers, 
and  Medical  Receipts,  made  by  Robert  Thornton,  archdeacon  of 
Bedford,  in  the  earlier  half  of  the  fifteenth  century^  These 
religious  tracts  are  especially  valuable  in  two  ways.  First,  as 
illustrating  the  teaching  given  to  the  people — the  unlered  or  leived 
folke — in  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centuries;  next,  as  being 
genuine  specimens  of  the  old  Northumbrian  dialect — perhaps  the 
finest  form  of  the  ancient  English  tong-ue.  The  publications  of 
the  E.  E.  T.  S.  have  already  furnished  several  excellent  speci- 
mens of  religious  teaching  for  the  unlettered,  written  in  verse;  an 
opportunity  is  now  afforded  for  comparing  these  with  the  prose 
of  about  the  same  period  on  similar  subjects.  The  present  volume 
contains  only  those  which  are  attributed  to  Richard  Rolle,  the 
hermit  of  Hampole;  but  another  selection  from  the  same  MS., 
of  religious  treatises  by  other  hands,  is  intended  to  follow.  The 
date  of  those  here  printed  may  be  assigned  to  the  earlier  jiart  of 
the  fourteenth  century.  The  Hermit  died  in  1349,  as  is  mentioned 
in   several  ancient  MS.   copies  of  treatises  of  his.      Now,   as  an 

»  See  Preface  to  Morte  Artlivire,  E.  E.  T.  S.  18(i5. 
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immense  number  of  MS.  works^  both  in  English  and  Latin,  are 
ascribed  to  Richard  Rolle,  and  as  there  is  good  reason  to  suppose 
that  very  many  thus  attributed  are  not  genuine,  it  is  perhaps 
necessary  to  say  a  few  words  to  explain  why  these  English  frag- 
ments are  put  forth  as  the  true  productions  of  Richard  Rolle.  The 
writer  of  the  manuscript,  Robert  Thornton,  was,  if  not  actually 
connected  mth  Richard  Rollers  birthplace',  at  any  rate  a  neigh- 
bour of  it,  and  though  a  century  later  in  date,  must  have  without 
doubt  heard  much  and  known  much  about  the  famous  Yorkshire 
Hermit.  During  Robert  Thornton^s  lifetime  the  prioiy  of  Ham- 
pole  was  the  favoured  resort  of  pilgrims  who  came  to  the  shrine  of 
the  Hermit ;  and  an  old  authority  informs  us  that  his  works  were 
kept  at  the  priory  "in  cheyn  bondes,''^  to  preserve  them  from 
being  tampered  with^.  Robert  Thornton  would  therefore  have 
every  facility  for  obtaining  genuine  extracts  from  the  Hermit^s 
writings,  and,  as  one  proud  of  the  fame  of  his  fellow-countryman, 
would  probably  take  care  to  transcribe  him  faithfully.  Now,  of 
the  pieces  here  printed  as  Rollers,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7  are  given 
by  name  in  Thornton's  MS.  to  Richard  Hermite.  Nos.  8,  10  are 
without  heading  in  the  MS,,  but  are  assigned  to  Rolle  on  the 
ground  of  the  internal  evidence  of  style  and  matter^.  No.  9,  which 
has  lost  its  earlier  part,  is  the  treatise  "  De  Vita  Activa  et  Con- 
templativa,''  which  exists  also  in  the  British  Museum  and  in 
Cambridge  University  Library  in  another  dialect,  and  is  usually 
attributed  to  the  Hermit.  A  difficulty  as  to  the  genuineness  of 
the  English  of  No.  1  ma}'  be  thought  to  arise  from  the  fact  of 
its  existing  also  in  Latin.  But  it  is  clearly  ascertained  that 
Richard  Rolle  was  in  the  habit  of  writing  the  same  matter  both 
in  Latin  and  in  English,  and  this  in  all  probability  is  one  of  the 


'  Richard  Rolle  was  born  at  Tliomton  in  Yorkshire,  probably  Tliornton-le-Street. 
Robert  the  archdeacon  was  bom  at  East  Newton,  or  Oswaldkirk,  but  his  family  may 
have  been  of  the  very  place  where  the  Hermit  was  born. 

2  MS.  Bodl.  (Laud.  286). 

'  When  Sir  F.  Madden  examined  the  Thornton  MS,  he  assigned  No.  8  to  Richard 
RoUe. 


PREFACE.  Vll 

instances  of  this  practice.     Thus  he  himself  says  in  the  "  Prickc 
of  Conscience/^  which  also  exists  in  a  Latin  form:  — 
"  Tharfore  this  huk  cs  on  ynglysche  drawen, 

Of  sei'c  matters  that  er  unknawon. 

Til  laiidc  men  that  cr  uukunninid 

That  cau  ua  Latyn  luiderstand." 

And  in  the  Preface  to  the  English  "Exposition  of  the  Psalms/' 
of  which  there  is  also  a  Latin  version,  it  is  said  hy  a  very  early 
wi'iter : — 

"  But  for  the  Psalms  ben  full  darke  in  many  a  place  who  wol  take  hede, 
And  the  sentence  is  full  merke — who  so  wol  rede. 
It  needeth  exposicyon  written  wel  with  cunning  honde 
To  strive  toward  devocyon  and  hit  the  better  understonde, 
Therfore  a  worthy  holy  man  called  Rychard  Hampole 
Whom  the  Lord  that  all  can  lered  lelely  on  his  scole, 
Glo5ed  the  sauter  that  sues  here  in  English  tong  sykerly, 
At  a  worthy  recluse  prayer  call'd  Dame  Marget  Kirkby." 

(From  MS.  in  Bodleian  Library— Laud.  286.) 

Of  the  Treatise  No.  1  there  is  at  least  one  other  copy  (in  Brit. 
Mus.  Harl.  1022),  and  in  this  the  spelling-  is  somewhat  more 
archaic  than  in  the  Lincoln  MS.,  while  the  main  peculiarities 
of  the  Northumbrian  dialect  remain  the  same.  It  would  seem 
to  follow  from  the  substantial  but  not  absolute  identity  of  the 
two  MSS.  that  the  version  here  given  cannot  have  been  a  trans- 
lation made  by  R.  Thornton  from  Hampole's  Latin,  but  must 
have  been  the  original  composition  of  the  Hermit,  transcribed, 
with  a  few  modifications  of  spelling  and  inflexion,  by  his  country- 
man in  the  next  century.  It  will  further  strengthen  this  view 
if  we  take  into  consideration  that  the  quotations  made  by  Thorn- 
ton from  the  Hermit's  works  arc  not  all  in  English, — which,  if 
it  had  been  the  case,  might  rather  suggest  the  inference  that  he 
himself  had  translated  them  from  the  Latin, — Init  arc  some  of 
them  in  Latin,  some  in  English.  Probably,  therefore,  the  ex- 
tracts here  printed  are  a  genuine  specimen  of  the  true  English 
style   of  the   Yorkshire    Hermit   of  the   fourteenth   century.     It 
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must,  however,  be  remembered  that  they  are  no  more  than  a 
specimen ;  and  one  of  the  chief  objects  which  it  is  hoped  mil 
be  served  by  this  publication  is  the  leading-  to  further  tran- 
scripts of  genuine  English  works  of  Rollers  which  may  be 
found  in  our  great  libraries,  and  few  of  which  have  as  yet  been 
printed.  In  foreign  collections  of  mediaeval  writers  his  name 
indeed  figures  as  the  writer  of  Latin  treatises  under  the  sin- 
gular disguise  of  Pampolitanus ;  but  neither  Latin  nor  English  of 
his  has  been  published  in  this  country,  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  collection  of  devotional  writings  printed  by  Wynkj'n  de 
Worde,  and  the  poem  of  the  "  Pricke  of  Conscience,^^  published  re- 
cently by  the  Philological  Society.  A  cursory  glance  at  the  manu- 
script, catalogues  of  our  chief  collections  will  at  once  reveal  the  fact 
that  Richard  Rolle  of  Hampole  was  one  of  the  most  prolific  writers 
of  his  day ;  and  the  fact  of  the  preservation  of  so  large  a  mass  of 
MSS.,  either  his  or  attributed  to  him,  testifies  to  the  great  esti- 
mation in  which  he  was  once  held.  Who  then  was  this  man  who 
had  in  his  time  so  much  to  do  with  controlling  and  influencing 
the  opinions  of  his  fellow-countrymen?  Can  we  in  any  way 
realize  and  identify  him?  Can  we  discover  any  personality  for 
the  author  of  these  numerous  works,  and  in  any  way  evoke  him 
from  the  shadowy  past  as  a  li^^ng  and  acting  man  ?  Certainly 
Richard  Rolle  (usually  called  Hampole,  from  the  priory  where 
his  death  and  burial  took  place)  was  an  enigma  and  a  puzzle 
to  the  various  writers  who  have  professed  to  give  an  account  of 
the  ancient  authors  of  England.  These  gentlemen  usually  tread 
very  faithfully  in  the  track  of  one  another;  and  it  is  amusing 
enough  to  follow  the  same  mistake  reappearing  in  a  slightly 
different  form  in  one  grave  folio  after  another  through  several 
centuries.  Thus,  if  we  look  for  Richard  de  Hampole  in  Pitz, 
Leland,  Tanner,  Wharton,  Cave,  or  any  other  of  the  bibliographers, 
or,  hoping  for  fresh  information,  hunt  him  up  in  more  modern 
works,  as  in  the  "Archseologia"  or  in  "  Hunter's  South  Yorkshire,'' 
we  find  just  the  same  account  of  the  Hermit,  equally  baseless 
and    conjectural.      It  has  been  attempted  to  construct  a  life  for 
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the  saint  without  having  any  materials  to  make  it  out  of,  and 
the  deficiency  has  been  sought  to  be  supplied  by  eonjecturing 
what  a  hermit  who  wrote  books  would  be  likely  to  be^  and  then 
attributing  this  as  the  real  account  to  the  actual  hermit.  Thus, 
in  the  sketches  alluded  to,  Richard  Rolle  is  described  as  belonging 
to  the  Augustinian  order,  as  a  doctor  of  divinity",  and  as  one 
who  had  seen  mxich  of  the  world,  but  who,  disgusted  with  its 
emptiness  and  sinfulness,  retired  into  solitude  to  pray  and  medi- 
tate. Hunter,  in  his  laborious  and  accurate  work,  thus  sketches 
the  Hermit: — "Few  persons,  who  have  written  so  much,  have 
left  so  little  memorial  of  themselves.  The  place  of  his  birth  is 
unknown,  the  seat  of  his  education,  the  scenes  in  which  he  passed 
the  active  part  of  his  life,  and  the  places  in  which  he  witnessed 
that  luxury  and  extravagance  which  he  so  much  deplores.  It 
is  only  conjectured  that  he  was  born  in  this  neighbourhood  (Don- 
caster),  and  if  that  is  admitted,  we  may  conclude  that  he  was 
educated  in  the  Carmelite  convent  of  Doncaster.  But  all  that 
appears  to  be  with  certainty  known  respecting  him  is  that  some 
time  about  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  Richard 
withdrew  himself  from  a  world  with  whose  manners  he  was  dis- 
gusted, and  devoted  himself  to  a  life  of  austerity  and  divine 
meditation  in  a  cell  not  far  from  the  monastery  of  Hampole. 
More  might  perhaps  be  recovered  concerning  him  if  we  had  the 
"  OfRcium  de  Sancto  Heremita,"  for  he  was  admitted  among  the 
sancti  confessores  of  the  Church.  This  office,  of  which  there  was 
a  copy  in  the  Cotton  Library,  destroyed  by  the  fire  in  which 
that  library  suffered  so  much,  contained  some  j)articulars  de  ijisius 
vita  et  miraculis^ ." 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  contribute  somewhat  towards  the 
more  accurate  delineation  of  Richard  Rolle  by  supplying  the 
deficiency  here  lamented.  A  copy  of  the  "  Officium  et  Legenda  de 
Vita  Rieardi  Rolle"  exists   in    the   library  oi'  Lincoln  Cathedral, 

'  Archaeologia,  vol.  xix.  p.  319  ;  Cave,  Hist.  Lit.  ;  Pitz  ;  Tanner  ;  Wharton, 
A.-S.  V. 

''■  Hunter'ti  South  Yuriishiro,   i.  358. 
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being"  probably,  since  the  destruction  of  the  Cotton  MS.,  the 
only  copy  remaining-  of  this  curious  document.  This  is  here 
printed  in  its  entirety,  so  far  as  it  can  be  deciphered^,  and  the 
account  of  Richard  Rolle  which  it  furnishes  will  be  seen  to  differ 
altogether  from  the  conjectural  sketches  made  of  him  by  the 
bibliographers.  It  is  not  indeed  contended  that  the  "  Legenda  de 
Vita  Ejus"  is  trustworthy  in  all  its  statements.  We  do  not  concede 
to  our  saint  the  miraculous  powers  claimed  for  him,  nor  do  we 
treat  as  grave  matter  of  fact  his  continual  contests  with  devils. 
The  life,  however,  such  as  it  is,  gives  a  personality  to  the  Her- 
mit, hitherto  the  most  shadowy  of  existences,  which  will  be 
found  to  accord  very  well  with  his  admitted  works.  It  supplies 
us  with  facts  about  his  birthplace,  his  education,  his  early  adop- 
tion of  the  eremite  life,  the  way  in  which  he  practised  that  life, — 
not  li^ang  solitary,  but  journeying  from  one  place  to  another  to 
instruct  the  people, — the  scenes  of  his  earlier  labours,  and  his 
ultimate  retirement  to  Hampole,  none  of  which  facts  were  hit 
upon  by  the  conjecturers.  It  shews  us  that  he  was  neither  an 
Augustinian  friar,  nor  a  doctor  of  divinity,  nor  in  any  degree  of 
holy  orders;  that  he  was  altogether  an  irregular  sort  of  teacher, 
and  in  a  great  measure  self-instructed ;  all  which  considerations 
must  needs  increase  our  wonder  at  the  learning  and  power  of 
his  numerous  waitings. 

To  give  any  adequate  account  of  these  writings  would  occupy 
too  much  space  for  this  place.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  so  far  as  the 
Editor  has  examined  them  he  believes  that  the  matter  and  manner 
of  the  Hermit^s  teaching  are  very  well  illustrated  by  the  extracts 
here  printed.  Few,  it  is  thought,  can  fail  to  be  struck  by  the 
terse  and  vivid  way  in  which,  in  the  passages  here  given,  the  Her- 

'  The  first  two  or  three  images  of  the  MS.  are  extremely  faded  through  the  action 
of  damp,  and  a  part  of  one  leaf  has  been  torn  oflP.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  plan 
of  the  service  is  to  recite  a  short  piece  of  the  saint's  historj^,  and  then  to  break  off 
into  liymns  and  jisalins,  thus  giving  the  audience  an  opportunity  of  expressing  the 
devout  feelings  which  are  supposed  to  be  stiri'ed  up  by  the  hearing  of  the  perfect 
virtue  of  the  Hermit.  A  long  list  of  miracles  follows  the  Officium,  which  are  not 
printed  here. 
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mit  enforces  his  view  of  the  truth,  and  the  devout  ardour  which 
animates  his  words.  The  two  stories  about  Shrift  are  especially 
remarkable,  as  g-iving"  a  clear  testimony  against  the  opus  operatum 
view  of  religion  which  is  g-enerally  attributed  to  all  mediaeval 
writers.  Nor  less  striking  is  the  strong  way  in  which  Eolle  con- 
tends for  the  paramount  importance  of  the  duties  of  active  over 
contemplative  life  in  the  case  of  those  whose  position  gives  them 
influence  or  power  of  assisting  their  fellows.  This  for  his  age  and 
profession  is  highly  creditable  to  the  Hermit.  Of  course  the  con- 
templative life  is  in  his  view  the  higher  state,  but  it  is  much  to 
find  an  anchorite  and  an  ecstatic  allowing  even  any  possibility  of 
merit  to  the  despised  active  life.  And  this  we  find  Richard  Rolle 
doing,  not  only  in  the  treatise  here  printed,  but  also  in  divers 
other  passages.  For  instance,  in  "  The  boke  maad  of  E-ycharde 
hampole  heremyte  to  an  ankeresse^"  he  thus  writes:- — '^  Thou 
shall  understonde  that  ther  ben  in  Holy  Chyrche  twey  maner  of 
lyves  in  the  whyehe  cristen  men  schul  bee  saaf,  that  oon  is 
clepyd  actyf  and  that  other  contemplatyf.  Vi  ithout  oon  of  these 
two  may  no  man  be  saved.  Actyf  lyf  lyeth  in  love  and  cheryte 
schew^d  outward  by  goude  bodili  werkys,  in  fulfillynge  of  Godis 
commandmentis  and  of  the  seven  dedis  of  mercy  bodili  and  gostly 
to  a  manys  euen  cristen.  This  lyf  langys  to  alle  worldly  men 
which  han  rychesse  and  plenti  of  worldly  goude.  And  also  to  alle 
other  men  that  han  goudis  for  to  spend,  lerned  or  lewid,  temporal 
othere  spiritual,  and  generally  al  worldly  men  ben  bounden  to 
fulfille  it  bi  ther  myght  and  ther  kunnyng,  ther  reson  and  dis- 
crecion.  '  If  he  mocho  have  moche  doo,  if  he  a  litell  have  litell  or 
lasse  do,^  and  if  he  nought  have  that  he  have  thane  a  goude  wille. 
There  beth  workys  of  actyf  lyf  othere  gostly  othere  bodil3\''  It 
will  be  observed  that  this  passage  is  one  of  the  numerous  instances 
in  which  the  English  of  Rolle  has  been  re-wi'ittcn  in  a  more 
southern  dialect.  Another  quotation  from  the  same  treatise  will 
further  illustrate  the  practical  and  truly  devout  character  of  the 
Hcrmit^s  mind: — "Wyte  thou  wel  a  bodili  turnyng  to  God  witlioul 
'  MS.  Bodleian  (Laud.  602). 
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thyne  liert  foln'yng'  is  but  a  figure  and  a  lykeiiesse  of  vertuce  and 
of  ne  sothefastenesse.  Whar-for  a  wreched  man  or  woman  is 
thylke  that  leeveth  al  the  yn\yard  kep}  ng-es  of  hym-self  and 
chareth  hyra  with-out  forth  only  a  fourme  and  a  lykenesse  of 
holynesse  in  habyte  other  clothyng-  in  speche  and  in  bodili  werke, 
by-hooldyng  other  mennys  dedys  and  demyng  there  defautys, 
wenyng  hym-self  to  be  ought  whanne  he  is  rigt  nougt  and  so 
begyle3  hymself.  Do  thou  not  so  but  turne  thyn  harte  with  thy 
body  prineipalli  to  God  and  shajie  thee  withynne  in  His  lykenesse 
by  mekenesse  and  charite  and  other  gostly  vertues  and  thane  art 
thou  trewly  turnj'd  to  Hym."  The  man  who  could  write  this  in 
an  age  of  monkery  and  amidst  the  deifications  of  the  principle  of 
asceticism  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  without  some  insight  into 
the  true  divine  life.  Yet  the  wildest  extravagances  of  mysticism 
are  also  to  be  found  in  plenty  in  the  Hermit^s  writings.  In  the 
book  "  De  Incendio  Amoris^"  he  tells  us  that  amidst  the  rigours 
of  his  ascetic  devotions  he  became  conscious  of  an  actual  physical 
heat  and  burning.  At  first  he  believed  that  this  was  due  to  some 
bodily  eausC;,  but  he  soon  discovered  that  this  was  not  so — that  it 
was  an  inward  spiritual  power  making  itself  felt  on  the  body  by  its 
excessive  strength.  He  experienced  sensations  of  inconceivable 
pleasure,  and  was  kindled  to  such  a  love  of  God  that  his  whole 
being  seemed  to  be  dissolved  in  it ;  and  the  more  he  mortified  the 
flesh  by  fast  and  vigil,  the  greater  was  his  spiritual  joy.  He  was 
often  in  ecstasies  and  absent  from  the  body  in  spirit,  and  so  great 
was  his  absorption  in  contemplation  that  his  friends  were  able  to 
take  away  the  ragged  dress  which  he  wore  and  to  put  on  him  a 
more  decent  garment  without  attracting  his  attention.  Under 
these  circumstances  we  are  not  surprised  to  hear  what  he  tells  us 
in  his  book  '^  De  Amore  Dei/^  that  many  thought  him  mad ;  nor 
was  it  an  unreasonable  prudence  on  the  part  of  Sir  John  de  Dalton 
(his  patron  as  he  is  represented  in  the  Life)  to  require  to  be  satis- 
fied of  his  sanity  before  he  extended  to  him  his  protection.  Indeed, 
the  thoughts  and  images  that  were  present  to  the  Hermit^s  mind 

'  The  passage  will  be  found  printed  in  the  Latin  Life. 
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were  of  so  gloomy  and  awful  a  character  that  they  might  easily 
have  overborne  his  reason.  In  his  view  the  thought  of  death  was 
ever  to  be  present ;  and  the  death  even  of  the  righteous  woidd  be 
accompanied  with  such  fearful  terrors,  the  manifestation  and  sight 
of  devils  and  the  consciousness  of  their  struggles  for  the  departing 
spirit,  that  the  mind  quails  at  the  contemplation.  This  is  brought 
out  with  terrible  vigour  in  his  poem  of  "  The  Pricke  of  Conscience/' 
and  in  a  short  treatise  of  his  called  "  The  thre  Arrows  in  the 
Dome/'  which  represents  the  terrors  of  the  last  day\  There  was 
by  no  means  a  cheerful  tone  about  the  religion  of  the  Hermit,  yet 
at  the  same  time  he  did  not  arrive  at  such  an  utter  Manichean 
hatred  of  everything-  material  as  is  to  be  found  in  some  of  his  con- 
temporaries. He  was  not  one  of  those  eremites  satirized  by  the 
author  of  Piers  Plowman,  who 

"  Clothed  them  in  copis  to  be  knoAve  fro  otliire 
And  made  themselves  eremites  thare  eise  to  have." 

Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  he  was  no  Simeon  Stylites,  to  court 
and  practise  bodily  austerities  simply  for  their  own  sakes.  On 
the  contrary,  our  Hermit  was  a  travelling  preacher,  intensely 
devoted  to  the  work  of  the  instruction  of  his  fellow-creatures. 
In  the  performance  of  this  office  we  are  told  that  he  travelled 
about  through  the  northern  parts  of  Yorkshire,  and  his  bio- 
grapher thinks  it  necessary  to  apologize  for  his  migratory  habits 
lest  he  should  be  confounded  with  the  crowd  of  careless  and 
debauched  hermits  who  went  about  collecting  alms  from  the 
people.  We  are  not  informed  in  the  Life  at  what  period  Richard 
E-olle  left  Richmondshire  and  its  neighbourhood  and  went  south- 
ward towards  Doncaster.  We  arc  also  left  to  conjecture  what  it 
was  that  drew  him  to  Hampole,  his  ultimate  dwelling  and  the 
place  of  his  death  and  burial.  At  this  place  was  a  Cistercian  nun- 
nery, founded  by  William  de  Clairefai  in  the  year  1170,  for  fourteen 

'  Bodleian  MSS.  (Douce  13).  Tliis  treatise,  together  with  tiiat  called  "  The  Ride  of 
maiinis  bodi,"  has  been  cast  into  a  longer  one  called  "The  Gostly  Bivtell,"  usually 
attributed  to  Hampole,  but  not  his  genuine  work.     (MSS.  Douce  322.) 
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or  fifteen  nuiis\  The  Life  tells  us  that  on  his  death  at  this  place 
his  "  g"ostly  suster/^  Dame  ^Margaret  Kyrkby,  the  anchoress  of 
Ander1)y,  to  whom  he  had  addressed  the  treatise  quoted  above, 
being  miraculously  informed  of  the  event,  hastened  to  assist  at  his 
funeral  at  Hampole ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Officium 
and  Legenda  and  the  account  of  the  miracles  which  follow  \vere 
drawn  up  by  the  pious  care  of  the  Hampole  nuns,  to  whom  the 
fame  of  Richard's  sanctity  was  a  source  of  great  profit  and  honour. 
Crowds  flocked  to  pray  at  the  tomb  of  the  saint,  to  whose  inter- 
cession the  greatest  miracles  were  granted,  while  the  nuns  were 
careful  to  preserve  authentic  copies  of  their  patron's  works,  which 
'^  yvel  men  of  Lollardry"  had,  as  they  alleged,  in  many  cases  per- 
verted to  their  own  base  purposes,  feigning  to  "leude  soles''  that 
their  noxious  compositions  were  the  works  of  Richard  Hampole, 
and  thus  propping  up  theii*  mischievous  heresies  by  the  support  of 
his  great  and  honoured  name^ 

As  regards  the  peculiarities  of  the  dialect  in  which  Richard 
Rolle  wTote,  the  Editor  feels  that  he  is  unable  to  add  anything  to 
the  excellent  remarks  made  by  Mr.  Morris  in  his  Prefaces  to  "  The 
Pricke  of  Conscience"  (Philol.  Society)  and  "  Early  English  Allitera- 
tive Poems"  (E.  E.  T.  S.)  It  is  hoped  that  the  fm-ther  publications 
intended  to  be  made  from  the  Thornton  MS.,  both  in  prose  and 
verse,  will  still  further  illustrate  this  most  terse  and  nervous  form 
of  early  English  speech,  which  in  spite  of  the  censure  of  Hj'gden, 
that  it  "  is  soe  scharp,  slittyng  and  frotyng  and  unschape,  that  we 
southerne  men  may  that  language  unnethe  understonde'^,"  seems 
to  have  had  more  influence  on  the  structure  of  oiir  language  as  it 
now  stands  than  any  of  the  more  southern  forms. 


^  The  last  prioress  was  Isabella  Arthington,  who  had  been  elected  in  1518,  and 
who  surrendered  the  house  on  the  10th  of  November,  31  Henry  YIII.,  upon  which 
she  had  a  pension  of  101.  per  annum.  At  the  Dissolution  the  gross  annual  value  of 
the  Hampole  Priory  was  83i.  Qs.  \ld.     (Lawton's  Religious  Houses  of  Yorkshire.) 

^  See  Ehyming  Preface  to  R.  de  Hampole's  Exposition  of  the  Psalms,  MS.  Bod- 
leian (Laud.  286). 

^  Hygden's  Polychronicon. 
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OXFORD: 

BY   T.  COMBE,  M.A.,    E.  PICKAED   HALL,   AND  H.  LATHAM,  M.A. 
PRINTERS  TO  THE  UNIVERSITY. 


NOTICE. 

The  Officium  de  Sancto  Ricardo  de  Hampole  with  the  Legenda 
de  vitd  ejus  having  been  imperfectly  transcribed  and  arranged 
in  the  Preface  to  the  Short  Treatises  edited  for  the  Early 
English  Text  Society,  a  more  accurate  version  is  now  pub- 
lished. The  Editor  regrets  that  he  is  still  obliged  to  leave  a 
few  lacunce,  but  trusts  that  the  Officium  will  now  be  found 
substantially  com2)lete,  as  the  different  canonical  Hours  are  now 
defined  and  made  distinct.  The  words  about  which  any  doubt 
exists  have  been  marked  with  an  asterisk.  The  Editor  is 
greatly  indebted  to  the  Very  Rev.  Canon  Toole,  of  St.  Wilfrid's, 
Manchester,  for  kind  assistance  in  preparing  this  revised 
edition. 

GEORGE   G.  PERRY. 

Waddington, 

Marc?i,  1867. 
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OFFICIUM  de  Sancto  llicardo  liercmita,  postquam  luerit 
ab  ecclesia  canonizatus,  quia,  interim,  n'on  licet  publice 
in  ecclesia  cantare  de  eo  lioras  canonicas,  vel  solemnizare 
festiim  de  ipso.  Potest  tamen  homo  euidentiam  huius 
sue  eximie  sanctitatis  et  vite  egregie"^  venerari,  et  in 
orationibus  priuatis  eius  suffrag-ia  petere,  et  se  suis  pre- 
cibus  commendare. 

Ad  Vesperas  Primas. 
Antiphonce  super  jisalmos^. 
A.     Exultet  sancta 
Mater  Ecclesia, 
Resultet  plaudens 
Nona  leticia, 
Letetur  felix 
Anglorum  patria, 
Sanctus  Ricardus 
Dotatur  Ecclesise.  \ 

A.     Sanctus  Ricardus, 
Doctus  per  Spirituni, 
Pius,  ac  vitans* 
Omne  prohibitum, 
Ut  sic 

A.     Bellum  gerit 

Contra  nequicias, 
Carnem  terit, 
Si)ernit*  diuicias, 

Celi  delicias. 

•  The  Psalms  are  not  marked  ;  the  Psalmi  unius  confessor  if  are  intended 
to  be  used. 
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A.     Amat  ardenter, 
In  astra  rapitur, 
Orat  sequenter 


...  figitur. 

A.     Monstrat  sui 
Virtutcm  operis, 

...  morbos 
Cuiuslibet  generis. 

Capitulum. 
Quemaclmodum  desiderat  ceruus  ad  fontes  aquarum  ita  desi- 
derat  anima  mea  ad  te,  Deus.      Sitiuit  anima  mea   ad  Deum 
fontem  viuum,  quando  veniam  ct  apparebo  ante  fociem  Dei  ? 

jR'«  F"*  Amor  monstrat  ^ 

Ym2)nus. 
Totis  prsecordiis 
Festum  tam  inclitum, 
Ricardi  prsemiis 
Prseclari  prteditum, 
Canamus  fortiter, 
Cogit  nos  debitum, 
Orat  pro  nobis  jugiter. 

Cuncta  carnalia 
Vinceus  edomuit 
Pessima  demonia, 
Mundana  respuit, 
Qusesiuit  celica, 
Superna  sapuit, 

Huius  dona  magnifica. 

^  In  the  Sarum  Breviary  Responses  were  inserted  in  this  place  :    this 
indicates  the  Response  and  Versicle  which  were  to  be  said  here. 
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Calens  incenditur 
Amoris  facula, 
Sentit  et  patitui- 
Amoris  jacula, 
Amore  languit 
Vir  sine  macula, 

Sec  amore  preualuit. 

Labor  dulcissimus 
Apis  eligitur 
Instructor  optimus, 
Mellita  loquitur, 
Docet  dulcissona, 
Factis*  exprimitur, 

Vita  fit  verbis  consona. 
Mortalis  rapitur 
Factus  extaticus, 
In  celo  figitur 
Homo  seraphicus, 
Orat  attentius 
Mente  magnificus, 

Leuans  manus  frequentius. 
Firmus  proposito, 
Constans  in  opere, 
Cupidus*  in  merito 
Diuino  excellere*, 
Semper  sollicitus 
Bonis  insistere, 

Instinctu  Sancti  Spiritus. 
Te*,  Trina,  Deitas, 
Frequenter  petimus, 
Ut  nobis  probitas 
Et  purus  animus, 
Insint,  et  caritas, 
Qui  te  percolimus, 

Et  vite  Veritas.     Amen. 
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Versiculus. 
Sub  umbra  illius  quern  desideraui,  sedi. 

BesjJonsoriuTn. 
Et  fructus  eius  dulcis  gutturi  mco. 
[Ad  Magnificat]  Antiplwna. 
O  quara  te  magnificant 

Exempla  caritatis, 
Scriptis  tuis  emicant 

Fomenta  sanctitatis, 
Facta  luira  prsedicantur 

Tue  potestatis, 
P^gris  multis  applicantur 
Medele  suauitatis. 
[Psahnus. 
Magnificat.] 
Oratio. 
Deus,  qui  per  exemplum  sanctissimi  heremite  Ricardi,  docu- 
isti,      ...  ...  ...      sincero  corde  ad  celestis 

Ad  Matutinum. 
\Inuitatoriuvi\ 

[  Venite}.] 

Ymipnus. 

Pange  lingua  graciosi 

Ricardi  prccoiiium, 

Pii,  puri,  preciosi, 

Fugieutis  vicium. 

Celsi,  sancti,  gloriosi, 

Felicis  per  premium. 

Famam  mundi  marcescentem 

Habebat  contemptui, 

Carnem  fecit  fatiscentem 

*  Four  lines  illegible  between  ending  of  the  Prayer  of  Vespers  and 
beginning  of  the  Hymn  of  Matin.s,  in  which  it  is  probable  that  the 
Invitatorium  and  Venite  may  be  indicated.  The  words  '  sui  famuli  sancti' 
can  be  traced  where  the  Invitatorium  should  be. 


ET  LEGEND  A  DE  VITA  EIUS. 

Seruire  spiritui, 

Muiidam  semper  seruans  menteni 

Bono  datam  actui. 

Scamnum  sibi  lecti  locus, 
Ut  sic  vigil  fieret ; 
Fames  ipsa  sibi  cocus, 
Ne  gula  suauesceret ; 
Odiosus  fuit  jocus, 
Qui  boni  quid  vesceret.* 

Dum  deuota  meditatur 
Eapitur  in  iubilum ; 
Vana  cuncta  detestatur 
Reputat  in  nicliilum  ; 
Totus  Deo  dedicatur, 
Vitans  vite  nubilum. 

Deo  Patri  Genitori 
Laus,  et  Eius  Genito, 
Sit  Spiritui  Creatori 
Honor,  pari  debito ; 
Qui  Ricardo  Confessori 
Celum  dat  pro  merito.     Amen. 

In  primo  Nocturno. 

A  ntiphona. 
In  lege  stans  Domini 

Ricardus  meditatur, 
Et  seruitio  sancto 

Totus  dedicatur. 

Psalmus. 
Beatus  vir. 

A  ntiphona. 
In  monto  Dei  constitutus 

Ricardus  sul)limntur, 
Ab  insultu  semper  tutus, 

In  scriptis  letalur. 
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Psalmus. 
Quare  fremuerunt. 

Antiphona. 
Susceptor  suus  Dominus 

Ipsum  exaltauit, 
Vitse  suae  termini  s, 

Eternam  inchoauit. 

Psalmus. 
Doruine  quid  multiplicati  sunt. 

Versiculus. 
Amauit  eum  Dominus \ 

Lectio  prima. 
Sanctus  Dei  heremita  Eicardus  in  villa  de  Thornton  Ebur. 
Dioc.  acccpit  sue  propagacionis  originem.  Oportuno  auteni  tem- 
pore, de  parentum  industria,  positus  est  ad  literas  ediscendas. 
Cumque  adultioris  setatis  fieret,  Magister  Thomas  de  Neuille, 
dim  Ai-chidiaconus  Dunolmensis,  ipsum  honeste  exhibuit  in 
Universitate  Oxonie,  ubi  valde  proficiens  in  studio  progreditur. 
Desiderauit  plenius  et  perficudius  imbui  theologicis  sacrse  Scrip- 
turjB  doctrinis,  quam  phisicis  aut  secularis  scientie  disciplinis. 
Demum,  decimo  nono  vite  sue  anno,  considerans  tempus  vite 
mortalis  incertum  et  tenninum  tremebundum,  maxime  hiis  qui 
vel  vacant  carnis  lasciuiis,  vel  solum  laborant  perquerendis  diui- 
tiis,  et  pro  hiis  student  dolis  atque  fallaciis,  (fallentes  tamen 
maximb  semet  ipsos,)  cogitauit,  Deo  inspirante,  provide  de  seipso 
memorans  sua  nouissima,  ne  peccatonini  laqueis  caperetur,  pro- 
inde  de  OxoniS.  redisse  ad  domum  paternam.  Una  dierum 
allocutus  est  sororem  suam  qua?  ipsum  tenera  affectione  dilexit  ; 
'  Soror,'  inquit,  *  michi  dilecta,  duas  babes  tunicas,  unam  albam, 
alteram  gresiam,  quas  auide  concupisco.  Eogo  te  quatenus  velis 
has  mihi  grate  couferre,  et,  crastina  die,  ad  illud  nemus  vicinum 

^  The  remainder  of  this  Versicle  [et  ornauit  euin]  together  with  the 
Response  [stolam  glorise  induit  eum]  is  doubtless  intended  to  be  suggested, 
though  only  the  words  in  the  text  are  written  in  the  MS.  So  also  in 
several  other  places  in  the  Office. 
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defeire  michi,  untl  cum  pluviall  capucio  patris  mei.  Annuit  ilia 
gratanter,  et,  juxta  promissa,  ad  dictum  nemus  ea  in  crastiuo 
deportauit,  ignorans  omnino  quid  intenderet  frater  eius.  Ut 
autem  ipse  accepisset  ea,  illico  grisie  manicas  detruncauit,  et 
albe  tunice  butones  abscidit,  et,  modo  quo  poterat,  albe  tunice 
manicas  consult,  ut  suo  proposito  aliqualiter  adaptarcntur. 
Deposuit  igitur  vestes  pi-oprias  quibus  ei'at  indutus,  et  albam 
sororis  tunicam  ad  carnem  iuduit,  griseam  autem  detruncatis 
manicis  superuestiuit,  et  per  truncationis  aperturam  exposuit 
brachia ;  capuciavit  quoque  se  pluviali  capucio  superducto,  ut  sic 
aliquautulum,  juxta  modum  sibi  pro  ilia  bora  possibilem,  effigiaret 
confusam  similitudinem  heremite.  Quum  bee  igitur  soror  eius 
intuita  fuisset,  stupefacta  clamauit  '  frater  mens  insanit,  frater 
meus  insanit.'  Quo  audito,  comminatorie  fugauit  eam  a  se,  et 
ipse  protinus,  sine  mora,  ne  comprenderetur  ab  amicis  et  notis, 
aufugit. 

Responsoriwrn . 
Sanctus  fugit  ad  solitudinem, 
Intrat  ibi  celestem  ordinem, 
*Sancte  vita  querens  dulcedinem. 

Versiculus. 
Illuc  tenet  pei-fectam  regulam 
Abbas  amor,  dat  mox  formulam, 
Sancte  vite  &c. 

Lectio  secunda. 
Post  accepcionem  igitur  habitus  heremite,  et  relictionem  pa- 
rentum,  perrexit  ad  quandam  ecclcsiam,  in  vigilia  assumptionis 
beatissimiB  virginis  matris  Dei,  in  qud  se  posuit  ad  oraudum  in 
loco  ubi  consols  cuiusdam  probi  armigeri  Johannis  de  Dalton 
more  consueuit  orare.  Postquam  autem  ilia  ad  audiendas  ves- 
peras  intrauit  in  ecclesiam,  familiares  de  domo  armigeri  ipsum 
de  loco  sue  dominc  amoucre  uolebant,  sed  ilia,  ex  humilitato,  ne 
internimperetur  orantis  deuocio,  non  permisit.  ffinitis  vero  ves- 
peris,  dum  surrexisset  ab  oratione,  iilii  ])rc(licti  armigeri  (|ui  crant 
scholares,  et  in  univcrsitate  Oxonic  studucrunt,  ipsius  noticiam 
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clixerunt,  quod  ipse  esset  filius  Willelmi  RoUe  quern  ipsi  in 
Oxonia  agnouerunt.  In  die  autem  predict!  festi  assumptionis 
iterum  intrauit  eandeni  ecclesiam,  et,  sine  mandate  cuiuscunque, 
suppellicium  induens,  matutinas  et  officium  missse  cum  aliis 
decantauit.  Quum  autem  in  missa  euangelium  esset  lectum, 
petita  prius  benedictioue  presbiteri,  pulpitum  predicautium  adiit, 
et  sermonem  mire  edificationis  fecit  ad  populum,  in  tantum  vt 
multitude  audientium  sic  esset  de  ipsius  predicatione  compuncta, 
vt  se  non  posset  a  lacrimis  continere,  dicebantque  omnes  se  ser- 
monem tante  virtutis  et  efficacie  per  antea  non  audisse.  Nee 
mirum,  cum  ipse  esset  speciale  sancti  Spiritus  organum,  et  eius 
afflatu  resonans,  cuius  est,  ut  ait  Apostolus  ad  Romanos,  gracias 
dividere  prout  vult,  et  gemitus  inenarrabiles  procurare. 

RespoTisoriuTn. 
Ardet  pectus 
Ex  flamma  spiritus, 
Calor  fortis 
Sentitur  aiforis, 
*Ex  quo  patet 
Feruoris  exitus, 
Et  quod  amor  sit 
Magni  roboi-is. 

Versiculus. 
Melos  canorius 
Ardorem  sequitur, 
Et  dulcor  ingens  ; 
Deo  laus  redditur. 
Ex  quo  &c. 

Lectio  tertia. 
Post  missam  igitur  predictus  armiger  ipsum  ad  prandium 
inuitauit,  cum  autem  intrasset  eius  manerium,  posuit  se  in 
quadam  domo  subiecta  et  antiqua,  nolens  aulam  intrare,  sed 
pocius  doctrinam  euangelicam  adimplere  curauit,  que  dicit,  '  cum 
inuitatus  fueris  ad  nupcias  recumbe  in  nouissimo  loco,  et  cum 
venerit  qui  te  inuitauit,  dicat  tibi  "  amice  ascende  superius," ' 
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cjiiod  in  eo  completum  est.  Nam  ipso  diligeuter  requisito,  et 
tandem  in  predicta  domo  reperto,  armiger  ipsum  su})er  i)r()prios 
filios  coUocauit  ad  mensani.  Ipse  autem  in  praudio  tani  per- 
fectus  custos  erat  silentii  ut  nee  veibum  quidem  de  ore  eius 
procederet.  Cum  vero  ad  sufficieutiam  comedisset,  surrexit 
priusquam  meusam  subtralierent,  et  abire  disposuit.  Armiger 
autem  qui  eum  vocauerat,  dixit  hoc  non  esse  consuetudinis,  et  sic 
iterato  eum  residere  coegit.  Finito  vero  praudio,  itcrum  voluit 
abscessisse,  sed  armiger  querens  cum  eo  priuatum  habere  collo- 
quium, ipsum  detiuuit,  donee,  euacuatis  aliis  qui  afluerunt  in 
domo,  interrogasset  eum  an  esset  filius  Willelmi  Rolle,  at  ille, 
satis  illibenter,  et  cum  difficultate  . . . 

[desunt  linear  nonnullse  abscissae] 
. . .  plus  Deum  quam  patrem    carnalem    diligens    statum    ilium 
assumpsit. 

Resjjonsorium. 

Dum  Ricardus 

Spirat  suspiria, 

Orat,  plorat, 

Petens  solacia, 

*Christus  donat 

Optata  gaudia. 

Versiculus. 
Transit  in  jubilum 
Luctus  et  gemitus. 
Mens  sentit  sibilum 
Diuini  spiritus, 
Christns  donat  &c. 

In  secundo  Nocturno. 

A  nti2)hona. 
Exaudiuit  Dominus 

Ricardum  dcprecanteni, 
Dedit  ei  protiiius 

Fei'iKiiX'JH  nl)Icc( .111 torn. 
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Psalmus. 
Cum  inuocarem. 
A  ntipho7ia. 
Verba  sua  percipit, 

Quod  linguam*  Deus  prsestat, 
Sic  mercedem  recipit, 
Qui  beatus  restat. 
Psalmus. 
Verba  mea. 
Antipho7ia. 
Coronatur  gloria, 

Honor  ei  datus, 
In  beata  patria 
Semper  collocatus. 

Psalmus. 
Domine,  Dominus  meus. 

Versiculus. 
Justum  deduxit. 

Lectio  qua/rta. 
Postquam  autem  predictus  armiger  earn  in  secreto  exami- 
nasset,  ct  ex  perfectis  evidenciis  cognouisset  sanitatem  sui  pro- 
positi, vestiuit  eum  sumptibus  suis  juxta  voluntatem  suam,  ves- 
tibus  convenientibus  beremite,  et  ipsum  in  domo  sua  diu  retinuit, 
dans  slbi  locum  mansionis  solitarie,  et  prouidens  sibi  de  omnibus 
necessariis  sui  victus  et  vite.  Tunc  itaquc  cepit,  cum  omni  dili- 
gentia,  die  et  nocte  perfectiori  vite  studere,  et  quomodo  oppor- 
tunius  posset  in  vita  contemplatiua  proficere,  et  in  amore  diuino 
feruere.  Quam  excellentem  autem  pei-fectionem  in  hac  arte 
Deum  ardenter  amandi  tandem  obtinuit,  ipsemet,  non  ad  sui 
jactantiam,  aut  vanam  gloriam  conquerendam,  sed  pocius  exemplo 
gloriosi  et  humilis  Apostoli  Pauli  enarrantis  raptum  suum  ad 
tertium  coelum  ubi  audiuit  archana  quae  non  licet  homini  loqui, 
qui  etiam  fatetur  magnitudinem  reuelationimi  sibi  factarum, 
adeo  et  publice  pretulit  labores  suos  omni^  aliorum  apostolorum 
*  ?  omnibus. 
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laboribus,  que  omnia,  ad  tiliorum  profectum  et  edificacioueni,  in 

epistolis  suis  scripsit  et  aliis  legenda  i-eliquit 

[desunt  linete  nonnullje  abscissae] 

que  ad  adipiscendum  huiusmodi  perfeccionem  desiderabi- 

lissimani  ordinantur,  et  impedimenta  contemplation  is  velud  vc- 
ncnimi  ubliorreant  et  abscindant. 

Responsorium. 
Patent  optato  hospitio*, 
Pulchra,  mira,  suavia, 
Excedunt  omni  precio, 
Mundana  visibilia. 
Conduntur  cordis  intimo* 
*Mulcent  sua  presencia. 

Versiculus. 
In  eis  que  tantum  eminent, 
Cor  Ricardi  detinent, 
Et  firmant  in  leticia, 
Mulcent  &c. 

Lectio  quinta. 
In  libro  siquidem  predicto^  sic  ait,  '  Admirabar  amplius  quam 
enuncio  quando  sentiui  cor  meum  primitus  incalescere,  et  verb, 
non  ymaginarie,  sed  quasi  sensibili  igne  estuare.  Eram  equidem 
attonitus  quemadmodum  eruperat  ardor  ille  in  animo,  et  de 
insolito  solatio  propter  experienciam  huius  babundantie,  sepius 
pectus  meum,  si  forte  esset  feruor  ex  aliqua  causa  exteriori, 
palpaui.  Quumque  cognouissem  quod  ex  interiori  solummodo 
efferbuisset,  et  non  esset  a  came  incendium  illud  amoris,  sed 
donum  esset  conditum,  letabundum,  liquefactus  sum  in  affcctu 
amphoris  dilectionis,  et  precipu^  ])ropter  influentiam  dilcctationis 
suauissime  et  suauitatis  integre,  que  cum  ipso  caumati  spirituali 
mentem  meam  meduUitiis  irrorauit.  Nee  enim  putaui  prius 
talem  ardorem  mcllifluum,  et  cousoluto  plenum,  in  lioc  oxilio 
cuenire.'    Ecce  vero,  ex  biis  verbis,  qualiter  proticiat  in  adcpciono 

'  The  book  De  Incendio  Amoris.     Part  of  the  title  can  V)c  traced  in  the 
torn  part  of  the  M8. 
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suavissimi  amoris  dei ;  quia  autem  multa  preparatoria  ad  accen- 
sionem  liujusmodi  amoris,  vt  puta  ea  qute  diminuunt  et  tolluut 
amores  contrarios,  ideo,  saucius  iste,  carnis  attriuit  lasciui^  uias, 
in  quai'um  amorem  multi  impetu  bestiali  et  vesano  feruntur, 
mundum  etiam  spreuit  cum  suis  diuitiis,  solum  contentus  arcis" 
vite  necessariis,  vt  liberius  vacare  posset  amoris  veri  deliciis. 
Hiis  igitur  ex  causis,  macerauit  carnem  suam  multis  jejuniis, 
crebris  vigiliis,  insistendo  singultibus  atque  suspiriis,  deserens 
omnem  strati  moUiciem,  scamnum  durum  habens  pro  lecto, 
brevem  casellam  pro  domo,  mentem  semper  figens  in  celo, 
cupiens  dissolvi  et  esse  cum  Cbristo  dilecto  suo  dulcissimo. 

ResponsoHum. 
Amor  monstrat  mentis  incendium, 
Sacris  factis,  scriptis,  alloquiis, 
Amor  tollit  omne  dispendium, 
Quod  turbaret  nmndanis  tediis, 
Amor  vite  sue  compendium, 
*Quo  repletm*  summis  deliciis. 

Versictdus. 
Amor  dilecti  cor  ejus  vulnerat. 
Amor  zelotis  langorem  generat, 
Quo  repletur  &c. 

Lectio  sexta. 
Admiraude  autem  et  utiles  imprimis  erant  huius  sancti  ocu- 
pacyones,  in  Sanctis  exbortationibus  quibus  quam  plurinios  cou- 
vertit  ad  Deuni,  in  scriptis  etiam  suis  mellifluis,  et  tractatibus,  et 
libellis  ad  edificacionem  proximoi'um  compositis,  quse  omnia  in 
cordibus  deuotorum  dulcissimam  resonant  armoniam  ;  et  inter 
cetera  vebementis  admiracionis  esse  videtur,  quod  dum  semel 
sederet  in  cella  sua  in  uno  postprandio,  venerunt  ad  eum 
domina  domus  et  multe  alie  persone  cum  ea,  et  inuenerunt  eum 
scribentem  multum  velociter,  petiueruntque  ab  eo  vt  a  scribendo 
desisteret,  et  eis  verbum  edificationis  proponeret.  Qui  statim 
faciens  eis  exliortationes  optimas  ad  virtutes,  et  ad  declinandum 

^   ?  kisciuto.  '   i  arcUb. 


ET  LEGENDA  DE  VITA  EIUS.  XXXI 

scculi  vanitatcs,  et  ad  firniaiKlum  amorem  cordis  ad  Dcum,  in 
iiullo  tameu  propter  hec  destitit  a  scribcndo  per  duas  lioras  con- 
tinuas,  sed  equc  vclociter,  sicut  prius,  continuauit  scriptui-am, 
quod  nuUo  modo  fieri  potuisset  nisi  Spiritus  eo  tempore  di- 
rexisset  et  manum  et  linguain,  presertim  cum  essent  occupa- 
ciones  ab  inuicem  distrahentes,  et  sermo  omnino  discrepans  a 
significacione  vcrborum  quse  scripsit.  Adeo  etiam  erat  interdum 
sanctus  iste  in  spiritu  dum  oraret,  quod  alii  pallium  ejus  dila- 
ceratum  quo  opertus  erat,  detraliebant,  nee  sensit,  quod  post- 
quam  resarsitum  erat  atquc  consutum,  et  super  ipsum  repositum, 
non  aduertit. 

Responsorvu/m. 
Solui  cupit  a  carnis  carcere, 
Clamat,  mors  veni,  festina  propere, 
*Curre,  vola,  noli  pigrescere. 

Versiculus. 
Dulcis  mors,  en,  diu  langui  ! 
Fac  me  meo  dilecto  perfrui, 
Curre  &c. 

In  tertio  Nocturno. 

Anti2)hona. 
Ingressus  sine  macula, 

Loquens  veritatem, 
Ai'debat,  quasi  facula, 

Monstrans  caritatem. 

Psalmus. 
Domiue  quis  habitabit. 

Antq^hona. 
])atur  quod  desiderat, 

Quod  anima  sitiuit, 
Dum  ad  Deum  propcrat, 

Et  in  celum  iuit. 

Psalmus. 
Doniiuc  in  virtuto. 
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Antijihorui. 
Junctus  celi  ciuibus, 

Carens  omni  sorde, 
Innocens  hie  manibus, 

Scandit  mundo  corde. 

Psahmus. 
Domini  est  terra. 

Versiculv^. 
Justus  ut  palma  florebit. 

Euangeliv/m. 
Sint  lumbi  vestri  preciucti. 

Lectio  sej)tima. 
Quanto  autem  beatus  iste  heremita  Ricardus  operosius  effica- 
cius  studiiit  ad  pcrfectionem  sanctitatis  vite  quercndam,  tauto 
callidius  humani  generis  inimicus  diabolus  ipsum  suis  decep- 
toriis  laqueis  impedire  curauit.  Vnde  ex  scriptura  manOs 
propria  huius  sancti,  rcperta  post  mortem  in  vno  libcllo  de 
suis  operibus  compilato,  ipsum,  per  speciem  cuiusdam  mulieris, 
funiculis  libidinis  et  concupiscentise  conabatur  subuertere.  Vnde 
in  predicto  libello  sic  ait.  '  Dum  ego  propositum  singulare 
pcrcepissem,  et,  relicto  habitu  seculari,  Deo  potius  quam  bomini 
deseruii'e  decreuissem,  contigit,  quod,  quadam  nocte,  in  principio 
conuersionis  mese,  michi  in  stratu  meo  quiescenti,  apparuit  que- 
dam  iuuencula  valde  pulchra  quam  ante  vidcram,  etiam  que  me 
in  bono  amore  non  modicum  diligebat.  Quam  cum  intuitus 
essem,  et  mirarer  cur  in  solitudine  ad  me  etiam  in  nocte  venerat, 
subito,  sine  mora  vel  loquela,  iuxta  me  se  immisit.  Quod  ego 
sentiens,  et  ne  me  ad  malum  alliceret  timens,  dixi  me  velle  sur- 
gere  et  uos  signo  crucis  benedicere  invocata  Sancta  Trinitate. 
At  ilia  tarn  fortiter  me  strinxit,  vt  nee  os  ad  loquendum,  nee 
manum  in  me  sentirem  ad  mouendum.  Quod  videns  perpendi 
ibi  non  mulierem,  sed  diabolum  in  forma  mulieris  me  temptasse. 
Verti  igitur  me  ad  Dcum,  ct  cum  in  mente  mca  dixisscm  '  O 
Ihesu,  quam  prcciosus  est  sanguis  tuus,'  crucem  imprimens  in 
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pectorc  cum  digito,  qui  quodammodo  jam  mobilis  esse  inccperat, 
ct  ecce  subito  totum  disparuit,  et  ego  gracias  egi  Deo  qui  mc 
liberauit.  Deiuceps  ergo  lesum  amare  quesiui,  et  quanto  in 
amore  eius  profeci,  tanto  nomen  Ihesu  michi  dulcius  et  suauius 
sapiebat,  ct  etiam  usque  hodie  non  recessit  a  me.  Ergo  bcnc- 
dictum  sit  nomen  Jesu  in  secula  seculoi-um.'     Amen. 

Responsorium. 
Mcntem  simul  diuersis  applicat, 
Manu  scribens,  verbis  edificat, 
*Actum  mentis  sic  Deus  dupplicat. 

Versiculus. 
Audientes  verbi  vis  attrabit, 
Nee  loquela  scribentem  distrahit, 
Actum  mentis  &c. 

Lectio  octava. 
Sanctus  etiam  istc  heremita  Ricardus,  ex  haljundantia  caritatis 
sue,  sollicitus  erat  se  intimum  familiarem  exbibere  reclusis  et  biis 
qui  spirituali  indigebant  consolatione,  et  qui  turbaciones  ct  vexa- 
ciones,  operatioue  et  malignitate  malorum  spirituum,  paciebantur 
in  anima  vel  in  carne.  Contulitque  sibi  Deus  graciam  siugu- 
larem  subueniendi  taliter  tribulatis ;  unde  semel  contigit,  quod 
cum  quedam  domina  appropinquaret  ad  mortem,  in  cuius 
manerio  idem  Ricardus  cellam  habebat  longe  a  familia  sepa- 
ratam,  ubi  solitarius  residere  consueuit  et  eontemplacioni  vacarc, 
couuenit  ad  cameram  ubi  domina  decumbebat  magna  dcmonum 
borribilium  multitudo,  propter  quod,  nee  mirum,  ipsa,  dum  cos 
apcrtc  conspiceret,  incidit  in  timorem  summum  ct  trcmorem, 
Aspcrgunt  assistentes  aquam  benedictam  in  camera,  orationes 
deuotas  faciunt,  nee  tameu  illi  discedunt,  sed  inccpte  vexatioui 
vehementer  insistunt.  Tandem,  prouido  et  sano  amicorum  con- 
silio,  vocatua  est  beatus  Ricardus  ad  cameram,  vt,  si  posset,  eidcm 
dominffi  consolacionis  et  quietacionis  rcmedium  adbibcret ;  qui 
cum  ad  cam  consolandam  acccssissct,  ct  ci  sacras  a(bnoiiicioncs 
fecisset,  ac  ad  spcm  omncm  poncndam  in  supcrbabundanti  I>ci 
miscricordia,  ct  ipsius  cxubcrautissima  gracia  concitassct,  (lonuiui 
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ad  orandum  Deum  feruenti  corde  se  contulit,  petens  ut  aufen-et 
al»  ea  terrorem  demonum  et  aspectum.  Exaudiuit  eum  illico 
Domiuus,  et  oracione  delecti  sui  Ricai'di  placatur,  omnem  illam 
turmam  terribilem  coegit  ad  fugam,  fugientesque  demones  reli- 
querunt  transitus  siii  stupenda  vestigia.  Viderunt  siquidem 
omnes  assistentes,  quod  in  fundo  camere  consparso  paleis,  ubi 
transierant,  palee  apparuerunt  combuste  et  in  cineres  nigros 
redacte,  in  ipsis  quoque  cineribus  figuras  quasi  pedum  bouina- 
rum  impressas.  Cmn  autem  predam  quam  ibidem  concupiue- 
raut,  demoues  perdidissent,  moUicbantur  viudictam  accipcre  de 
suo  fugatore  Ricardo.  Unde  ad  ipsius  cellam  protinus  accesse- 
runt,  et  adeo  eum  inquietauerunt  ad  terapus,  quod  locus  ille 
contemplacioni  sue  redderetur  ineptus.  Sanctus  autem  Dei, 
constans  in  fide,  ad  presidium  oracionis  itei-atb  confugiens,  illo- 
rum  iteratam  fugam  a  domino  suis  precibus  impeti-auit.  Ad 
consolacionem  autem  amicorum  domiue  memoratc,  nunciauit 
eis  eam  saluam  esse,  et  regni  celici  coheredem  futuram  post 
exitum  ab  bac  vita.  Post  hec  sanctus  Dei  Ricardus  ad  alias 
partes  se  transtulit,  non  dubium  ex  diuina  prudencia,  ut  in 
multis  demoratus  locis  multis  proficeret  ad  salutem,  et  interduni 
eciam  ut  sibi  impedimenta  contemplacionis  auferret,  sicut  in 
libro  de  vitis  propriis  multi  sanctissimorum  patrum  in  beremo 
fecisse  leguntur.  Nee  enim  crebra  loci  mutatio  semper  ex  leui- 
tate  procedit,  prout  calumniantur  quidam  homines  proni  et 
faciles  ad  peruerse  iudicaudum  de  proximis,  propter  quorum 
tamen  prauas  interpretaciones,  et  consuetudincm  detrahcndi, 
nuUus  sensatus  debet  pretermittere  ea,  que  per  expcrienciam 
sibi  percipit  esse  bona,  et  promouentia  ad  virtutem.  Siquidem 
in  canone  et  decretis  ecclesie,  plures  assignantur  cause,  pro  qui- 
bus  est  aliquando  loci  mutacio  facienda,  quarum  vna  est  cum 
necessitas  persecutionis  loca  eorum  grauauerit.  Secunda,  cum 
difficultas  locorum  fuerit.  Et  tertia,  cum  sancti  malorum  socie- 
tate  grauantur.  Cum  itaque  sanctus  iste,  ex  causis  bonis  et 
multum  vtilibus,  se  ad  inorandum  in  comitatu  Richmondio 
transtulisset,  contigit  dominam  Margeritam  olim  reclusam 
apud  Au derby  Ebor.  Dioces.,  in  ipsa  die   ceue  Domini,  gi'uui 
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nimis  passione  iufirmitatis  vrgeri,  ita  vt  pei'  tresdecim  dies  con- 
tinuos  pcnitus  priiiaretur  potestatc  loquendi.  Et  pi'opter  hoc 
tot  siistinuit  cruciatus  ct  puncturas  in  corpore,  quod  nullicubi 
valebat  consistere.  Quidam  igitur  paterfamilias  eiusdem  ville, 
sciens  sanctum  heremitam  Ricardum  cam  pcrfccta  caritatis 
affeccione  diligere,  utpote  qui  ipsam  dc  arte  amoris  Dei  con- 
sueuit  instruere,  et  in  modo  viuendi  sua  sancta  institutionc 
dirigere,  ad  ipsum,  qui  per  duodecim  miliaria  ab  habitacione 
recluse  tunc  temporis  morabatur,  celeriter  properauit  in  equo) 
rogans  quod  ad  eam  festinanter  accederet,  et  sibi  consolacionem 
in  tanta  necessitate  prsestaret.  Veniens  itaque  ad  reclusam, 
inuenit  eam  mutam,  et  vexacionibus  acerrimis  perturbatam, 
Quumque  resideret  ad  fenestram  domus  eiusdem  reclusam,  et 
simul  comederent,  contigit  vt  completo  prandio  reclusa  desi- 
deraret  dormire.  Opi'essa  itaque  sompno  capud  suum  decidit 
ad  fenestram,  ad  quam  se  reclinauit  sanctus  Dei  Ricardus. 
Et  sic  cum  modicum  dormiuisset,  apponendo*  se  aliqtialiter  super 
ipsum  Ricardum,  subito  cum  impetu  veliementi  apprehendit  eam 
in  ipso  sompno  tam  gi-auis  vexatio,  vt  videretur  velle  violenter 
fenestram  domus  sue  dirimere,  et,  in  ipsa  vexacione  tam  forti, 
euigilauit  de  sompno,  et  cum  magna  deuocione,  potestate  loquendi 
sibi  concessa,  in  hec  verba  prorupit  '  Gloria  tibi  Domine,'  et 
beatus  Ricardus  versum  inceptum  compleuit  diccns  '  Qui  natus 
de  virgine'  et  que  secuntur  completorum  vsu.  Ait  illi  '  niodo 
restitutum  est  tibi  labium,  vtere  eo  sicut  mulier  bene  loquax.' 
In  brevi  eciam  postea,  iterum  cum  ea  comedeiis,  ad  fenesti'am 
predictam  per  omnem  eundem  modum  ut  prius,  post  prandium 
incidit  in  soporem,  se  ad  predictum  sanctum  apponens*,  reuersa 
est  ad  eam  eadem  vexatio,  et  quasi  aniens  facta  est,  et  seipsam 
miris  et  violentis  modis  agitabat.  Quum  autcm  Sanctus  Ri- 
cardus quereret  modo  quo  potuit  eam  suis  nianil)us  detinere, 
ne  se  ipsam  discerpcret,  vel  alia  domus  incomoda  moliretur, 
subito  dilapsa  est  de  manibus,  et  in  dilapsu  de  sompno  exci- 
tata  est  vigil  effecta.  Et  tunc  ait  ad  eam  Ricardus,  'putaui 
veraciter,  quod  si  fuisses  diabolus  ego  tc  tenuissem,  vertum- 
tamcn  hoc  vcrbum  consolacionis  tibi  dcnuncio,  quod  qiuundiu 
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ego  in  liac  mortali  vita  superstes  fuero,  nunquam  vexacionem 
huius  egritudiuis  pacieris.'  Transactis  tameu  postea  quibusdam 
annorum  curriculis,  reuersa  est  ad  earn  pi-edicte  egritudinis 
passio,  preterquam  quod  linguam  liberam  habuit  ad  loquendum, 
vocari  ergo  fecit  reclusa  predictum  pati-emfamilias,  rogauit 
eum  ut  in  in  equo  coucitato  properaret  apud  domuiu  Sancti- 
monialium  de  Hampole,  qui  locus  niultuni  a  sua  habitacione 
distabat,  uln  dictus  Eicardus  illis  dicbus  solitariam  vitam  cgit, 
vt  videret  quid  accidisset  de  eo,  quia  non  dubitauit  quin  de 
mundo  migrasset.  Sciuit  enim  ipsuni  in  promissis  fidelem, 
promiserat  autem  ei,  quod,  eo  viuente,  ne  carne  talem  vexacio- 
nem nullatenus  pateretur.  Venit  itaque  dictus  homo  ad  Ham- 
pole,  et  ipsum  huic  mundo  mortuum  comperit,  dumque  dili- 
genter  de  hora  sue  migracionis  perquireret,  iuuenit  quod  parum 
post  horam  sancti  transitus  redisset  ad  cam  egritudo  prcdicta. 
Postea  autem  eadem  reclusa  se  transtulit  apud  Hanq)ole,  ubi 
sacrum  corpus  eiusdem  heremite  i'uit  traditum  sepulture,  et 
nunquam  dcinceps  grauata  est  ilia  horribili  egritudinis  pas- 
sione. 

Responsorium. 
Dum  ...  magnus  aduehitur, 
Fit  clamor  populi,  victor  oj^primitur, 
...  miraculi  fomes(l)  efficitur. 

Versiculus. 

Deus  suspendit 

Sic  ostendit  vim  soUicitudinis, 

Lectio  nona. 
Verum  tamen  ne  lateat  homines,  maxime  eos  qui  deuotis  et 
attentis  studiis  circa  vite  perfeccionem  adipiscendam  insistunt, 
qualiter  et  quibus  mediis,  beatus  ipse  Dei  zelotipus  heremita 
Ricardus,  gradum  et  perfecti  amoris  et  caritatis,  prout  permittit 
status  mortalium,  adeptus  est,  ita  ut  omnis  alius  amor  ei  vilesce- 
ret,  et  ad  hon-orem  abominabilem  generaret.  Est  sciendum  quod 
ipsemet  in  libro  suo  primo  de  Incendio  amoris  Cap.  XIIIo  ita 
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dicit  '  Per  processus,'  inquit, '  tcmporum,  niagnus  datus  est  michi 
profectus  spiritualium   gaudioruni.      Ab   iuicio   namquc  altcra- 
cionis  vite  inec  et  mentis,  usque  ad  apercionem  hospitii*  celestis, 
vt,  reuelata  facie,  oculis  cordis  superos  contemplaretur  et  vi- 
deret  qua  via  amatum  suum  quereret,  et  ad  ipsum  anhelaret, 
effluxerunt   tres   auui,    cxccptis    tribus   vel    quatuor   mensibus. 
Manente  siquidem  aperto  liospitio*,  usque  ad  tempus  in  quo  in 
corde   veraciter   senciebatur   calor   eterni   amoris,    annus   vnus 
\>ene  pertransiuit.     Sedcbain  quippe  in  quadam  capella,  et  duui 
suauitate  orationis  vel  meditacionis  multum  delectarer,  subito 
sensi  in  me  ardorem  insolitum  et  iocundum.      Sed  cum  prius 
fluctuarer,  dubitando  a  quo  esset,  per  longum  tempus,  expertus 
sum  non  a  creatura  sed  a  creatore  esse ;  ipsum  fervenciorem  et 
iocundiorem  inueni.      Flagrante  autem  sensibiliter  calore  illo 
inestimabiliter  suavi,  vsque  ad  infusionem  et  percepcionem  soni 
celestis  vel  spiritualis,  qui  ad  canticum  pertinet  laudis  eterne,  et 
suavitatem  inuisibilis  melodic,  quia^  fari  et  audiri  non  potest  nisi 
ab  eo  qui  accepit,  quern  oportet  esse  mundatum  ct  segrcgatum 
a  terra — dimidius  annus  et  tres  menses  et  aliquot  ebdomade 
effluxerunt.     Dum  enim  in  eadem  capella  sederem,  et  in  nocte 
ante  cenam  Pascheos,  prout  potui,  decantarem,  quasi  tumultum 
psallentium  vel  potius  canentium  super  me  auscultaui.    Cumque 
cclestibus  et  orando  toto  desiderio  intenderem,  nescio  quomodo, 
mox  in  me  concentum  mirum  sensi,  et  delectabilissimam  armo- 
niam  celitus  excepi  mecum  manentem  in  mente.     Nam  cogitatio 
mea  continuo  in  carmen  canoris  commutabatur,  et  quasi  odas 
liymni  meditando.     Ac  etiam  in  orationibus  ipsis  et  })salmodia 
eundem   sonum   edidi,   deincepsque    ad    canendum    que    prius 
dixeram,    pi-e   affluentia   interne   suauitatis    prorupi.       Occultc 
(piidem,    quia   tantunimodo   coram    conditore.       Non    cognitus 
eram  ab  hiis  qui  me  tcnebant,  nc,  si  sciuissent,  super  moduin 
me  honorassent,  sic   perdidissem   partent   glurie  imlcherimi,   et 
decidissem   in   dcsolacionem.     Interc^,  mirum    mo   anipuit,  eo 
(piod  assumptus  cssem,  et  <piia  dodcrat  iniclii  Dcus  dona  tpie 
petere  nesciui,  nee  putaui  tale  quid  eciam  ncc  sauctissinnim  in 

1  ?qua). 
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hac  vita  accepisse.  Proinde  ai'bitror  hoc  nulli  datum  meritis, 
sed'  gratis  cui  voluit  Christus.  Puto  tamen  nemiuem  illud 
accepturum  nisi  spiritaliter  nomen  Jhesu  diligat,  et  in  tantum 
houoret,  ut  ab  eius  memoria  nunquam,  excepto  sompno,  recedere 

permittat.     Cui  autem  hoc  facere  datum  est quod  et  iUud 

assequetur.  Vnde  ab  inicio  mutati  animi,  usque  ad  suprenuim 
amoris  Christi  gradum  quern  ego  attingere,  Deo  donaute,  vale- 
bam,  in  quo  gi-adu  cum  canoro  iubilo  diuiuas  laudcs  pcrsonui, 
quatuor  annos  et  circa  tres  menses  habui.  Hie  nempe  cum 
prioribus  dispositis  ad  ipsum  status  permanet  usque  in  finem, 
veram  et  post  mortem  erit  perfectior,  quia  hie  gaudium  amoris 
et  caritatis  incipitur,  et  in  celesti  regno  gloriosissimam  accipiet 
cousummacioueui.' 

Responsoriimi. 
Mersos  in  aquis 

Vite  rcstituit, 
Mutis,  contractis, 

Medelas  tribuit. 
Lex  amoris 

Ad  Deum  allicit. 

Versiculibs. 
Que  vult  Eicardus, 

Hec  Deus  efficit, 
Pib  petentibus* — Gloria  Patri — 

Pi^  petentibus*. 

Te  Deum  laudarnvs. 

Versiculus. 
Juveni  quem  diligit  anima  mea. 

Besponsorium. 
Testor  eum  non  dimittam^. 

'  The  Sarum  Breviary  has  a  Versicle  and  Responsory  here.     There  is 
none  in  the  Breviary  as  now  used. 


ET  LEGENDA  DE  VITA  EIUS.  XXXIX 


In  Laudibus. 

Antipliona. 
Regem  regum  omnium 

Videt  ill  decore. 
Qiieiii  

...  sue  labore. 

Psalmus. 
Domiuus  regnauit. 

AntiphoTia. 
Seruiuit  in  leticia, 

Deo  jubilauit, 
Exultat  nunc  in  anima*, 

Habens*  quod  amauit. 

Psalmus. 
Jubilate. 

Antlphona. 
Ad  te,  de  luce  vigilans, 

Sitit  came,  mente, 
Nunc  est  in  celo  rutilans 

Luce  refulgente. 

Psalmus. 
Deus,  Deus  mens. 

Antipliona. 
Benedicit  Domiuum 

Gratias  agendo, 
Laudat  patrem  luminum 

Ympnos  concincndo. 

Psalmus. 
Beucdicitc. 
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Antiphona. 
Prseclara  laudis  themata 

Viuus*  prolibauit, 
Tolluntur  jam  enigraata, 

Videt  quod  laudauit. 

Psalmus. 
Laudate  Dominum  de  celis. 

Capitidum.     Sicut  in  primis  Vesperis. 

Ympnus. 
Verbum  eteniura  cxplicat 

llicardus  digiium  laiulihus, 
Duni  ipsum  sic  magnificat, 

Fama,  signis,  virtutibus. 

In  vita  totus  innocens, 
Carnem  affligit,  macerat, 

Ultro  deuotos  cdocens, 
Amore  Deo  foderat. 

Que  sunt  superna  sapuit, 
Coufonnans  sc  celestibus, 

In  illis  semper  studuit, 

Crescens  sacris  profectibus. 

Sanctitatis  comjiendio, 

Fit  mundo  pulchrum  speculum, 

Caritatis  inccndio, 

Inflammat  Dei  populum. 

Omnipotcnti  Domino 

Salus,  honor,  impcrium. 
Qui  nobis  sine  termino 

Det  cum  Ricardo  premium. 

Amen. 
Versiculus. 
Ego  dilecto  meo,  et  dilectus  milii. 

Responsormm. 
lam  pascitur  inter  lilia. 
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[Ad  Benedictus]  Antiphona^. 
O  pulchcr  flos  Libani 

Laiiguesco  ex  amore, 
Tui  melos  organi 

Sonat  cum  clulcore. 
Ignis  tui  clibani 

Flammat  ex  arclore, 
Nos  qui  sumus  orpliaui 

Poscas  tecum  fore. 

Fsahmis. 
Benedictus. 

Oratio.     Sicut  supra. 

Ad  Primam. 
Regem  regum  &c. 

Ad  Tertiam. 
Gax>itulum  ut  in  jyi'imis  Vesperis,  ac  in  Laudibus. 
Eesponsoria  Hwa/ruin   de   communi  unites   confessaris   non 
pontifids. 

Ad  sextam. 

Ca2ntidum. 
Adiuro  vos,  filie  Jerusalem,  si  inueneritis  dilcctum  meum  vt 
nuncietis  ei  quia  amore  languco. 

Ad  nonam. 

Capitidu77i. 
Qualis  est  dilectus  tuus  quia  sic  adiurasti  nos  1    Dilcctus  mcus 
candidus  et  rubicundus,  electus  ex  millibus. 

'  In  the  MS.  there  is  here  written  In  euangelio  yE,  but  as  there  does 
not  appear  to  be  any  explanation  of  this,  it  is  assumed  to  be  an  error  of 
the  scribe,  and  the  Antiphon  to  the  Benedictus,  for  which  this  is  the  proper 
phice,  is  taken  to  be  indicated. 
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Ad  secuxdas  Vesperas. 
Antiphonoi   de  Laudibus.     Psalmi   unius  Confessm'is.     Re- 
sjjonsoria,  Va'siculi,  Tmjynus,  &c.,  ut  in  2)Twiis  Vesperis. 
Ad  Magnificat  Antiphona. 
0  custos  innocentijfi, 

Coniscans  gemmis  mortem, 
O  lumen  sapientite, 

Solamen  deuotorum, 
O  fotor  contineutife, 

Forma  perfectorum, 
Sis  nostre  concientie 
Luna  (lelictorum. 
Psalmus. 
Magnificat. 
Oratio,  ut  supra. 

AD   MISSAM   OFFICIUM. 

Introitus. 

Os  justi  meditalntur  [sapientiam.] 

Collecta. 

Ut  sv/pra. 

Ejyistola. 

Optaui  et  datus  est  michi  sensus. 

CrradvMe. 

Domine  peruenisti.    Alleluia. 

Versiculus. 

Pater  olim  heremita, 

Nunc  ciuis  celoi-um, 

Fac  nos  puros  hie  in  vita, 

Et  bonorum  morum. 

Sequencia. 

Laudis  odas  decantemus, 

Toto  corde  iubilemus, 

Festum  est  leticie. 


ET  LEGENDA  DE  VITA  EIUS.  xliii 

Pauper  oliin  lieremita 
Nunc  prediues  est  in  vita, 
Et  in  statu  glorias. 

Vitam  illam  hie  mercatus, 
Carnis  tulit  cruciatus, 

Datus  peuitencie, 
Mundi  pompas  abhorrebat, 
Cuncta  vana  contemnebat, 

Dono  sapiencie. 
Ai'dens  intus  cai'itate, 
Foris  fulsit  pietate, 

Docens  moris  regulam. 
Amor  tliema  fit  doctrine, 
Et  celestis  discipline, 

Cor  vertens  in  fauilam. 

Tons  dulcoris,  pir  feruoris, 
Vox  canoris,  vis  amoris, 

Sanctum  istum  efferunt. 
Miris  vita  persignata, 
Mens  mellita,  mors  invitata*, 

Celum  ei  conferunt. 

Dulces  voces  ad  aures  intonant, 
Miri  meli  ympnorum  resonant, 
Melis  cantus  Ricardi  consonant, 

O  sancta  suauitas  ! 
Hiis  intentus  exultans  iubilat, 
Amena  lux  in  mente  rutilat, 
Sacros  flatus  Deus  insibilat, 

Dans  instinctus  optinios. 
Studet,  legit,  scribit  et  supplicat, 
Deo  totum  so  factis  dcdicat, 
Mundi  dolos  et  carnis  abdicat, 

Veri  hostes  nequissinios. 

I'langit  hiiius  vito  nioram, 
Citam  petit  mortis  horani, 
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Vocem  orationis  dat  sonoram, 
'  Deue,  lucem  da  decoram, 

Fac  ut  tibi  placeam. 
Summa  merces  te  videre, 
Tibi  semper  inhserere, 
Tu  es  dulcor  vite  vere, 
Fons  felicitatis  mere, 

Fac  ut  tibi  placeam.' 

Meditando  raptus  abstrahitur, 
Mente  nietas  carnis  e<i^reditur, 
Ut  Helias  in  sursum  veliitur, 

Curru  amoris  igneo. 
Rote  cnrrus  sunt  euangelia, 
Venter  curi'iis  vite  mundicia, 
Curnmt,  trabunt,  Christi  consilia 

Motu  multuni  idoueo. 

Pellit  nocens  detriraentum, 
Prestat  potens  iuramcntum, 
Status  reddens  firmamentum, 
Ilinc  est  patens  argumentum, 

Quod  celuni  bereditat. 
Sauat  morbos,  fauet  mestis, 
Et  succurrit  in  molestis, 
Signa  supplent  vicem  testis, 
Ccdit  ei  mortis  pestis, 

Defunctos  resuscitat. 
Potens  pater  nos  attcnde, 
Nos  acceude,  nos  dcfende, 
Ad  nos  mauum  tu  cxtende, 
Bona  nobis  tu  impende, 

Sanctis  tuis  precibus. 
Fac  nos  Deo  seruitores, 
Da  dulcores,  auge  mores, 
Pande  nobis  poli  fores 

Miscens  celi  ciuibus. 
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Euanyelmm. 
Sint  luuibi  vestri  prccincti. 

Offertorium. 
Desiderium  anime  eius. 

Secreta. 
Has  nostras  oblationes,  Domine,  precatio  I)eati  Ricardi  tihi 
roddat   acceptas,    ut   et   eariuii    virtute   a   cunctis   protcgamur 
pericuHs,  et  indeficienter  in  tui  noniinis  amore  firmemur ;  per 
Dominum  nostrum  Jesum  Christum. 

Communio. 
Beatus  seruus. 

Post-Communio. 
Sacri  corporis  et  sanguinis  Jesu  Christi  repleti  libamine,  to*, 
pater  omnipotens,  vt  beati  heremite  Ricardi  precibus  tam  pre- 
ciosum  comniunium  nobis  salubre  reddatur,  petimus*,  quasi* 
nobis*  medulla  suauissimae  caritatis  et  pacis,  quouiam  superna 
sacrificia  representantur  3  per  eundem. 

[Incipiunt  miracula  beati 
Ricardi  heremite,] 


Note.  An  attempt  is  now  being  made  by  the  Committee  of  the  Early 
English  Text  Society  to  obtain  a  perfect  list  of  the  English  writings  of 
Richard  Kolle,  with  beginnings  and  endings.  Any  information  or  assist- 
ance in  this  matter  will  be  thaulifully  received  by  the  Editor  of  this 
work. 


EICHARD  EOLLE  DE  HAMPOLE. 


I. 

Of  the  VERTU5  ^^  '^^^  haly  name  of  Inesv. 

Eicardus  hei'imita  super  versiculo  '01eu«i  effusu?;*-  iionicu  tuu?/?..' 
Cautic.  I.  3. 

rphat  es  on  Inglysce  '  Oyle  owt-5etticle  es  tlii  name.'  The 
-*-  name  of  Ihesu  com'??iys  in-to  the  worlde  and  als  sone  it 
smellys  Oyle  out-5etted.    Oyle  it  es  takyne  for  ay-lastande  salua-  Tiie  words 

eiiuivalent  to 

cyone  es  hopede.      Sothely  Ihesu  es  als  mekyll  to  be  mene  als  lesu  is  thy 
saueoure  or  helefulP.      Thare-fore   what   menys    it    Oyle    owt- 
5ettide  es  thy  name  bot  Ihesu  es  thy  name  ?    This  name  es  Oyle 
owte-2ettyd,  ffor  Ihesu  the  Worde  of  God  has  tane  manes  kynde.   ^^y  'poured 

-^  ''  out'  is  meant 

Ihesu,  thou    fulfillis  in  warke  that    thow  es    called^  in    name,   theincama- 

'    tion. 

sothely   sauys  man,   ]>ht   wham^   we    calle   saueoure,  thare-fore  lesu  is  Savi- 
Ihesu  es  thy  name.     A !  A  !  that  wondyrfull  name  !     A  !  that 
delittabyll  name  !     This  es  the  name  bat  es  abowne  all  names  :  ''"'''•'  '^  *''" 

•^  >  '    highest  and 

name    althirhegeste,  withowttene  whilke    na    man   hopes   hele"*.   '""s' "''es^^ed 

"  '  1  of  names. 

This  name  es  in  myn  ere  heuenly  sowne^,  in  my  mouthe  hoiiy- 
fuU  swetnes.  Thare-fore  na  wondyrc  J)ofe  I  luf  })at  name,  the 
whylke  gyffes  comforthe  to  me  in  all  angwys.  I  can  noghte 
pray,  I  cane  noghte  hafe  mynde  bot  sownnande  the  nam  of  Ihesu. 
I    sauyre    noghte  joye   that    witA   Ihesu    es    noghte   mengede. 

The  reailings  in  tlie  foot-notes  f'roin  a  MS.  of  tlie  Treatise  in  the 
Harleian  Collection. 

'   Harl.  MS.  1022,  helpful.  -  l.«t  at  I'ou  art  cald. 

'  Sothly  man  sauys  J^ou  qwam. 

*  [bis  name  es  swete.  fk  Toyful  gyfand  sothfast  coniforth  vnto  mans  hcrti] 
'•"  Sothle  I'o  name  of  ihesu  es  in  my  mynde  joyus  saiiy,  in  my  nere  heuenly 
Rounde. 


THE  VIRTUES  OF  THE  NAME  OF  JESUS. 


Tliis  name 
will  I  ever 
cherish  and 
love. 


My  love  to  it 
is  so  strong 
that  it  causes 
me  to  faint. 


lesu  is  the 
source  of  all 
my  joy. 


Have  mercy 
then  upon  me 
O  lesu  ! 


Great  is  the 
power  of  that 
sweet  name. 


WTiare-so  I  be,  whare-so  I  sytt,  what-so  I  doo  the  mynd  of  the 
sauoyx-e  of  the  name  Ihesu^  departis  noghte  £ra  my  myude. 
I  haf  sett  my  mynde,  I  haf  sett  it  als  ta-kyunynge  appone  vajne 
arme^,  for  luf  es  strange  als  dede.  Als  ded  slaas  all,  Swa  lufe 
ouer-comes  all.  Ay-lastande  lufe  has  ouer-comemyne  me,  noghte 
fer  to  sla  me,  hot  for  to  qwykk)Ti  me.  Bot  it  has  wondyde  me 
ffor  it  sulde  leche  me.  It  has  thurghe-fychede  my  herte,  ))at 
merghly  ere  it  be  helyde.  And  now  ouer-comene  I  fayle.  Un- 
nethes  I  lyfe  for  joye.  Nerehand  I  dye  ffor  I  suffyce^  noghte  in 
delycyouseste  swettnes  and  ay  to  be  dronkenede.  It  falles  the 
flesche  may  noghte  of  his  vertu  noghte  defaile  ay  whils  \>e  saule 
in  swylk  joyes  is  rauyste  for  to  joyc.  Bot  whene  ^'Tl-to  me 
swylke  joye  bot  for  Ihfi^u'?  The  nam  of  Ihesu  has  taughte  me 
for  to  syngc,  and  has  lyghtenede  my  mynde  vfith  the  hete  of 
vn-made  lyghte.  Thare-fore  I  syghe  and  cryc  Wlia*  sail  schewe 
to  J>e  lufede  Ihesu  ]>at  I  langwys  for  lufe.  My  flesche  has  faylede 
and  my  herte  meltes  in  lufe  3arenande  Ihesu.  All  jje  herte 
festenede  in  Jje  5ernynge  of  Ihesu  es  turned  in-to  ]>e  fyre  of  lufe 
and  with  ]>e  swettnes  of  J)e  Godhede  fullyly  es  it  fillide.  Thare- 
fore,  A  gude  Ihesu,  hafe  mercy  of  j)is  wrcche,  schewe  ]>e  to  pis 
lauguessande,  be  \>ou  leche  vn-to  J)is  wouj^dyde  !  If  ]>ou  come 
I  am  hale,  I  fele  me  noghte  seke  bot  lang^vy'ssande  for  \)i  lufe  ; 
late  my  saule  takande,  sekande  ]>e,  Ihesu,  whaym  it  lufes,  vrith 
whas  lufe  it  es  takyn,  whaym  anely  it  couaytes.  Sothely  jje 
mynd  towchede  wit  A  jje  souerayne  swettnes  and  es  for  to  waxe 
hate  in  the  lufe  of  ]>e  makare  qwhyls  it  enforthis^  for  to  halde 
besyly  in  it  the  swetteste  name  of  Ihesu.  Sothely  fra  thythen 
inryses^  a  gret  lufe  and  what  thynge  ))at  it  trewely  towches  it 
rauesche  it  vtterly  to  it.  It  inflawmes  \>e  affeccyone,  it  byndis 
]>e  thoghte,  3a  and  all  }ie  name'^  it  drawes  to  |^e  serues*  of  it. 
Sothely,  Ihesu,  desederabill  es  thi  name,  lufabyll  and  comfort- 

'  )>o  mynd  of  l>o  name  of  ihesu. 

^  I  haue  set  it  as  a  takenyngc  open  my  ho-t.  als  takenyngc  apon  myn 
Arme. 

^  I  suffice  noghte  in  ):>is  febul  flesche  for  to  here  so  flowand  swetnes  of  so 
mykel  a  mageste  i>er  skrjiihes  in  to  my  mjTide  delyciost  swetnes. 

*  swa.  ^  enforces.  ''  ryses.  '  man.  "  .semys. 
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abyll.     Nane^  swa  swete  joye  may  be  consayueJe.     Nane  swa  iteivestiie 

hi;<liest  and 

swete  sauge  may  be  herde.    Nane  swa  swete  and  del}tabyll  solace   i-urest joy. 
may  be  hade  in  mynde.     Thare-fore  what-so-euer  \ou  bee  \zX 
redies  the  for  to  lufe  Gode,  if  |jou  will  noAvthire  be  dyssayuede  ne 
dyssayue,  if  \ou  wyll  be  wysse  and  noghte  vnwysse,  if  \ou  will   Therefore 

whoever 

stande  cmd  nosfhte  fall,  haue  in  mynde  besely  foi'  to  halde  be  would  serve 

°_         _  •'  *'  '^       God  should 

name  of  Iliesu  in  J)i  mynde,  and  jjane  thyn  enemy  sail  fall  and  ^^er  have  it 

\ou  sail  stande,  thyne  enemye  sail  be  made  wayke  j^ow  sail  be 

made  strange.     And  if  \ou  will  lelely  doo  this^,  ferre  fra  drede^, 

\oxh  sail  be  gloryows  and  lowuabyll  oue?'com?nere.     Seke  ))e?'-fore 

the  name  of  Ihesu  and  halde  it  and  for-gette  it  noghte.     Sothely  now  ir.fi- 

iiitelj'  great 

na  thynge  slokyns  sa  fell  flawmes,  dystroyes  ill  thoghtes,  puttes  are  its 

powers ! 

OAvte  venemous  affeccyons,  dos  a-waye  coryous  and  vayne  ocupa- 
cyons  fra  vs.  This  name  Ihesu,  lelely  haldyne  in  mynde,  drawes 
by  \e  rote  vyces,  settys  vei'tus,  inlawes*  charytee,  in-5ettis'' 
sauoure  of  heuenly  thynges,  Avastys  discorde,  reformes  pese, 
gyffes  inlastande  ryste,  dose  away  greuesnes  of  fleschely  desyris, 
tiu'nes  all  erthely  thynge  to  noye,  fyllys  \e  luffaude  of  gastely 
joye.  So  \at  wele  it  may  be  saide,  '  Et  gloriabuntur  omnes  qui 
deligunt  nomen  tiium,  f/uonia^^  tu  benedices  justo.'  That  es 
'  All  sail  joye  \>at  lufes  yi  name  for  \>ou  sail  blysse  ]>e  ryghtwyse.'  aii  shall 
Thare-fore  be  ryohtwyse  has    dysseruede  to  be  blyssede  if   be  '"^'^  t''"* 

r         J  o         J  J  J  t       name. 

name  of  Ihesu  trewly  he  hafe  lufFede.  And  J^are-fore  es  c.ald 
ryghtwyse  ffor  he  enforssede  hym  trewly  to  lufe  Ihesu.  Whare- 
fore,  what  may  do  faile  vn-to  hym  Jjat  couaytcs  vn-cessandly  for 
to  lufe  J?e  name  of  Ihesu  ]     Sothely  he  lufes  and  he  5arnes  for  to   The  more  one 

loves  the 

lufe  ffor  we  haue  knawene  bat  be  lufe  of  Gode  standis  in  swylke   "we  one 

desires  to 

manerc  ['at  in  als  mekyll  als  we  may''  lufe  ]>e  mare  vs  langes  for  '"^c. 
to  lufe.  ffor-why  it  es  saide  '  Qui  edimt  me  adhiic  esurient'  et 
qui  bibunt  me  adhuc  sciciunt^V  jjat  cs  to  say  that"  ettys  mo 
jitt  hungres  thaym,  and  jiay  \>at  drynkes  me  3itt  thristcs  thaym. 
Thare-fore  be  it-selfe  delitabill  and  coua}i;abill  cs  \>e  name  of 
Ihesu  and  \>e  lufe  of  it.    Thare-fore  joye  sail  noghte  faile^"  vn-to 

'  nane  so  delital>ul  solace  may  he  harl  in  mynde. 

'  do  lele  his.  •""  synne.  *  insaweis.  '  ?ette«.  '''  niair. 

'  esuriujit.  «  siciunt.  *  bei  bat.  '"  want. 
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Angels  desire 
to  look  into 
the  virtues  of 
this  name. 


This  is  infi. 
nite  joy. 


He  that  love 
not  cannot 
iiavejoy. 


His  name 
must  be  our 
dehglit  in 
this  life. 


The  way  to 
find  Ihc.m  is 
in  jioverty 
and  penance. 


hym   ]jat    couaj^es  besyly  for  to    lufe   hym   in   whayin  angells 
5ernys  for  to  be-lialde.    Angels  ener  sese  and  euer  )jay  3erne  for 
to  see,  and   swa   are  )jay   fild  \at^  Jjaire   fiUynge  duse  noglite 
awaye  jiaire   desyre,  and^  so  jjayi-e  desjTe  duse  noghte  awaye 
jjaii^e  fillynge.     This  es  full  joye,  this  es  endles^  jfy^,  this  es 
glorious  joye,  \e  whylke  \q  fylde  vses*  lastandly  witA-owtten 
noye,  and  if  we  vse"  it  we  sail   be  fyllyde    euer  withowttyne 
lessjTige.     Thai'e-fore,  Ihesu,  all  sail  joye   |jat  lufes  thi  name. 
Sothely  ]?ay  sail  joye  nowe  be  in-3ettynge  of  g?'ace,  and  in  tym 
to  come  be  syghte  of  joye,  and  thare-fore  J)ay  sail  joye*"  for  why 
joy  comes  of  lufe.     Thare-fore  he  \at  luffes  noghte  he  sail  euer 
mare  be   witA-owttyTi  joye.     Thare-fore   many   wreches   of  \e 
worlde  trowande   Jjam  to  joye   wtt/i  Criste    sail    sorowc    wit/t- 
owtt^Ti  ende.     And  why"?     Ffor  thay  lufede  noghte  Jje  name 
of  Ihesu.     "Wliat  so  56  doo,  if  5e  gyfe  all  ))at  50  liafe  vn-to  \e 
nedy,  bot  5e  lufe  \e  name  of  Ihesu  5e  trauelle  in  vayne.     All 
anely  ]?ay  may  joye  in  Ihesu  }iat  lufes  hym  in  ]?is  lyfc,  and  thay 
\at  files  ])am  witA  vices  and  venemous  delittes  na  drede  \at  ne^ 
jjay  ere  putt  owte  of  joye.     Also  wi'tA"  all  \at  \e  name  of  Ihesu 
es  helefull  fruytfull  and  glorious.     Thare-fore  wha  sail  haue  hele 
J)at  lufes  it  noghte,  or  wha  sail  here  ])e  frwj'tt  be-fore  Criste  J>at 
has  noghte  the  floure,  and  joye  sail  he  noghte  see  that  joyeande 
luffede  noghte   \e  name  of  Ihesu.      The  ^^'^■kkyde  sail  be  done 
a-waye  |;at  he  see  noghte  \e  joye  of  God.     Sothely  \e  ryghtwyse 
sekys  ])e  joye  and  \e  lufe  and  j^ay  fynd  it  in  Hiesu  whaym  j^ay 
luffede.      I  ^ede  abowte  be'"  couaytyse  of  rcches  and  I  fande 
noghte  Ihesu.     I  i-ane'^  the  wanntoxwies  of  flesche  and  I  fand 
noghte  Ihesu.     I  satt  in  companyes  of  worldly  mjTthe  and  I 
fand  noghte  Ihesu.     In  all  thire  I  soghte  Ihesu  bot  I  fand  hym 
noghte^  ffor  he  lett  me  wyete  by  his  grace  J^at  he  ne  is  fundene 
in  |je  lande  of  softly  lyfande.     Thare-fore  I  turnede  by  anothire 


'  of.  -  |>at  heir  desire.  '  endyngc.  *  vysibul  joyes.  *  \dse. 

*  for  J>ei  luf  J^i  name.     Sothly  warn  \>&\  lufd  jiei  myghte  not  loy  :  &  J^ei 
I'at  lufs  mare  sal  Toy  :  for  qwi  joy  cummes  of  luf. 

^  &  J>at.  "  \>ai  hei  are.  ^  witte  alle.  '"  about  couaytys. 

'*  ran  be  ho  wantonei?. 


A  TE.MPTATIOX  THAT  BEFELL  THE  HEILMIT.  O 

waye,  and  I  rane  a-bowte  be  pouer^e  and  I  fande  Ihesu  pure, 
borne  in  Jje  worlde,  laid  in  a  crybe  and  lappid  in  clathis.  I  3ode 
by  sufferynge  of  wcrynes^  and  I  fand  Ibesu  wery  in  ))e  way,  tur- 
ment  with  hungre,  thriste  and  calde,  fild  wit/t  repreues  and 
blames.  I  satt  by  mine  ane  fleeande  \e  vanytes  of  \e  worlde 
and  I  fande  Ihe^u  in  deserte,  fastande  in  J)e  monte,  ancly  pray- 
ande.  I  va,ne  by  jje  payne  of^  penau?ice  and  I  fand  Ihesu 
bowndene,  scourgede,  gyffene  galle  to  drynke,  naylede  to  \e 
Crosse,  hyngand  in  ))e  Crosse  and  dyeand  in  })e  Crosse.  Thare- 
fore  Iliesu  es  nogbte  fu/idene  in  reches  bot  in  pouerte,  noghte 
in  delytes  bot  in  penance ;  nogbte  in  wautoue  joyeynge,  bot  in 
bytte?*  gi'etynge,  nogbte  emange  many  bot  in  anelyues^.    Sothely  Tiie  wicked 

cannot  find 

ane  euyll  mane  fyndis  noghte  Ihesu  for  bare  be  es  be  sekes  hym   inm  nor 

•'  JO  r  J  know  Him. 

nogbte.  He  enforces  hym  to  seke  l\\es\x  in  ^e  joy  of  Jje  woi-lde 
whare  neuer  he  sail  be  fu?idene.  Sothely  thare-fore  ))e  nam  of 
Ihesu  es  helefuU*  and  nedys  by-houys  be  lufed  of  all  couaytande 
saluacyone.    He  couaytes  wele  hys  saluacyone  bat  kepis  besyly  in   ah  that  de- 

'  sire  salvation 

hym  jje  name  of  Ihesu.  Sothely  I  haue  na  Avondyr  if  |)e^  temptid  must  love 
fall  ])at  puttes  noghte  ]>e  name  of  Ihesu  in  lastande  mynde. 
Sek}Tly  may  he  or  scho  chese''  to  lyfe  anely  ]jat  has  chosene  J)e 
name  of  Ihesu  to  thaire"  specyalle  fFor  thare  may  na^  wykked 
spyrite  noye  Jjare  Ihesu  es  mekyll  in  mynde  or  is  nenjienyd"  ia 
mouthe^'*. 

II. 

A    TALE    THAT    RyCIIERDE    HERJIET    MADE". 

When  I  had  takene  my  syngulere  p«?'pos  and  lefte  })e  seculere  Huijard  lUr- 
habyte,  and  I  be-gane  mare  to  serue  God  \&\\  mane,  it  fell  one  a  |;g","ji'(':/,'[fgig 
nyghtc  als  I  lay  in  my  ryste,  in  Jje  bcgyunyngc  of  my  conue/-- 


'  scharpnesse.  *  &.  "in  aloncs.  *  helpful.  '  he. 

"  he  chese.  '  hys.  *  ne.  ^  neuend. 

^'  \>€r  for  it  is  to  hald  in  mynde  bysele  J>o  name  of  ihc«u. 

"  In  the  Life  of  the  Hermit  (printed  in  Preface)  it  is  said  that  this  nar- 
ration was  found  after  liis  death — 'in  una  libcllo  dc  tuiis  ojierlbiis  comiiilato.' 
In  the  Harlcian  IMS.  it  is  written  as  one  with  tlio  foregoin;;,  and  williout 
title. 


temiited  by 
an  apparition 
ofa  fair  young 
woman. 


A  STORY  OF  ONE  TO  WHOM  SCHMFT  DID  NOT  AVAIL. 


He  discovers 
that  it  is  the 
tiend  and 
vanquishes 
him  by 
prayer. 


Tliis  leads 
him  to  love 
Jesu  more 
ardently. 


syone,  J^are  appei-ed  to  me  a  full  faire  5onge  womaue  ])e  wliilke  I 
had  sene^  be-fore  and  \>e  whilke^  luffed  me  nogt  lytill  in  gude 
lufe.  And  when  I  had  be-haldyn  h}Te  and  I  was^  wondyrde 
Avhy  scho  com  swa  on  nyglite  in  \e  wyldyrnes,  sodanly,  Vfiih- 
owttyne  any  mare  speche,  scho  laid  hire  be-syde  me,  and  when 
\>at  I  felyd  hir  thare  I  dred  \>at  scho  sulde  drawe  me  to  iuell,  and 
said  Jjat  I  Avald  ryse*  and  blesse  vs  in  \>e  name  of  )?e  Haly  Try- 
nytee,  and  scho  sti-enyde  me  so  stalhvorthely  \at  I  had  no 
mouthe  to  speke,  ne  no  hande  to  styrre ;  and  whene  I  sawe  \&i, 
I  perceyuede  well  jjare  was  na  womane^  hot  jje  deuell  in  schappe 
of  womane.  Thare-fore  I  turnede  me  to  Gode  and  wtt/i  my 
mynde  I  said  'A  Jhesu  how  p?-ecyou9  es  thi  blude  !'  makand  \e 
crosse  wiih  my  fyngere  in  my  bi-este,  and  als  faste  scho  Avexe 
Avayke  and  sodanly  all  A\'as  awaye;  and  I  thankked  Gode  J>at 
dclyuerd  me,  and  sothely  fra  jjat  tym  furthe  I  forced  me  for  to 
luf  Jhesu,  and  ay  ))e  mare  I  profette  in  )je  luf  of  Jhesu  ])e"  swette?' 
I  fand  it,  and  to  ))is  daye"  it  Avent  noghte*  fra  my  mynde. 
Thare-fore,  blysside  be  J)e  nam  of  Jhesu  in  the  Avorlde  of  Avorldes  ! 
Amen" — Amen — Amen  ! 

lesu  \e  sone  of  jje  gloriotts  virgyne, 

NoAA-  Lord  haue  mercy  one  all  thyne — Amen. 

Amen — Pro  charytc — Amen. 


III. 


De  in-perfecta  contricione. 


The  storj-  of 
the  wicked 
Canon  of 
Paris  who 
made  imper- 
fect sclirift 
and  was 
damned. 


Eecharde  hermyte  reherces  a  dredfuU  tale  of  A'n-perfitte  con- 
trecyone  ))at  a  haly  mane  Cesarius  tellys  in  ensample.     He 

says  ]5at — 

A  5onge  mane,  a  chanone  at  parys,  vn-chastely  and  delycyousely 
Ij'faude    and  full  of  many  synnys  laye  seke  to   J)e  dede.     He 


lufd.  *  sche.  ^  I  wondred. 

no  womaji  Jif/'for  I  titrned  me  to  god. 
&  fra  hat  day.  ^  ncucr. 


ryse  vp. 
*  omitted. 
'  The  rest  omitted. 


A  STORY  Of  ONE  WHO  WAS  FORGIVEN  BEFORE  ABSOLUTION.  7 

schrafe  hym  of  bis  gret  synnys,  lie  hyglite  to  amende  liym,  he 
rescbeyiiede  J)e  sacrament  of  Jje  antre  and  anoyute  liyni,  and 
swa  he  dyede.  Till  his  grauynge  it  semyde  als  J^e  ayere  gafe 
se?-uese.  Eftyi-  a  faa  dayes  he  apperyde  till  ane  ]>at  was  famy- 
liare  till  hym  in  hys  lyfe,  and  sayde  jjat  he  was  dampnede  for  ))is 
enchesone.  '  Thofe  I  ware,'  quod  he,  '  schreuen  and  hyghte  to 
doo  penance,  me  wantede  verray  contrycyone,  wythowtten  J)e 
whilke  all  othere  thynges  avayles  noghte.  ffor-thy  if  I  hyghte  to 
lefe  my  foly  my  co?icyens  sayde  ])at,  if  I  lefede  tham,  3et  walde 
I  hafe  delyte  in  myn  aide  lyfe.  And  till  Jjat  my  hei-te  heldede 
mare  and  bowghede,  thane  to  restreyne  me  fra  all  thoghtes  J)at  I 
knewe  agaynes  Goddes  will.  And  for-thy  I  had  na  stabyll 
pwrpos  in  gude,  na  pe>-fite  contrycyone,  tharefore  sentence  of 
dampnacyone  ffelle  one  me  and  wente  agaynes  mee.' 

All-swa  he  reherces  a-notbyre  tale  of  verray e  cowtrecyone  Ipat 

jje  same  clreke  Cesariws  says.     He  tellys  Jjat — 
A  scolere  at  pares  had  done  many  full  synnys,  be  wliylke  he   The  stoo'  of 

the  scholar  of 

hade  schame  to  schryfe  hym  of.      At  the  last  gret  sorowe  of  Paris  whose 

•'  ''  "-'  gi-eat  sins 

berte  ouercome  bis  schame,  and  whene  he  was  redy  to  schr^'fe   were  blotted 

'  •'  "^         out  from  the 

hym  till  Jje  priore  of  ]>e  Abbay  of  Saynte  Victor,  swa  mekill  con-  5IJiJ]ch*the 
tri clone  was  in  his  berte,  sygbynge  in  his  breste,  sobbynge  in  his  ^^'^""^  written, 
throtte,  ]>iit  be  moghte  noghte  brynge  a  worde  furtbe.  Thane 
the  pj-ionre  said  till  hym,  Gaa  and  wrytte  thy  synues.  He  dyd 
swa,  and  come  a-gayne  to  J^e  pryoure  and  gafe  hym  j^at  he  hadde 
wretyn,  ffor  3itt  he  myghte  noghte  scln-yfe  hym  with  moutbe. 
The  prioure  saghe  the  synnys  swa  grette  pat  thurgbe  Icuc  of  \<e 
scolere  he  schewede  theyme  to  ])e  abbotte  to  hafe  couccylc.  The 
abbotte  tuke  ]>at  byll  ]Ktt  jjay  ware  wi-ettyn  in  and  lukede  thare- 
one.  He  fande  na  thynge  wretyn  and  sayd  to  Jje  pn'our  \Vliat 
may  here  be  redde  ))are  noghte  es  wn-etyne  1  That  saghe  Jje 
pryour  and  wondyrdc  gretly  aiid  saide  Wyct  30  \hU  bis  syn»is 
here  warre  wi'etyn  a7id  I  redde  thaym,  bot  now  I  see  \>at  God 
has  sene  hys  contrycyone  ami  forgj'fcs  hym  all  bis  synnes.  Jjis 
]ie  abbot  a7id  jic  pr/onrc  toldo  |h'  scolere  and  be  wUh  gret  joyc 
thanked  God. 


THE  LESSOXS  TO  BE  LEARNED  FROM  THE  BEE. 


The  three 
qualities  of 
the  bee — 
(i)  She  is 
never  idle. 

(2)  She 
weights  her- 
self by  carry- 
ing earth 
when  she 
flies, 

(3)  She  keeps 
her  wings 
clean  and 
bright. 
Thus  right- 
eous men  are 
never  idle. 


And  hold 
themselves 
vile  and  low 
and  so  avoid 
pride. 

And  keep  the 
wings  of  their 
souls  clean  by 
charity. 
As  the  bees 
fight  against 
those  who 
would  rob 
their  honey, 
so  should  we 
against  devils. 

Earthly 
friends  often 
an  impedi- 
ment to  the 
divine  life. 


As  some  birds 
fly  well  and 
some  badly,  so 
is  it  with  men 
in  the  service 
of  God. 


IV. 

MORALIA    KiCARDI    HEREMITE    DE    XATURA    APIS. 

The  bee  has  thre  kyndis.  Aue  es  ])at  sclio  es  neuer  ydill,  and 
scho  es  noghte  with  thayin  ]?at  will  noghte  wyrke,  bot  castys 
thaym  owte  and  puttes  thaym  awaye.  A-nothire  es  J)at  when 
echo  flyes  scho  takes  erthe  in  hyr  fette  jjat  scho  be  noghte 
lyghtly  ouer-hcghede  in  the  ayere  of  wynde.  The  thyrde  es 
that  scho  kepes  clene  and  bryghte  hire  winges.  Thus  ryghtwyse 
men  ))at  lufes  God  are  never  in  ydillncs,  ffor  owthire  ))ay  ere  in 
trauayle,  prayand,  or  thynkande,  or  redande,  or  othere  gude 
doande,  or  witA  takand  ydill  mene  and  schewand  thaym  worthy 
to  be  put  fra  \>e  ryste  of  heueue  ffor  thay  will  noghte  t?'auayle. 
Here  ]jay  take  erthe,  ]jat  es  J)ay  halde  jjam  selfe  vile  and  erthely 
that  thay  be  noghte  blawene  wttA  J)e  wj'ude  of  vanyte  and  of 
pryde.  Thay  kepe  thaire  wynges  clene,  that  es  J>e  twa  com- 
mandementes  of  charyte  ])ay  fulfill  in  gud  cowcyens,  and  thay 
hafc  othyr  vertus  vubleudide  yvith  \>e  fylthe  of  syne  and  vnclene 
luste.  Aristotill  sais  ))at  ]>e  bees  are  feghtande  agaynes  hym  jjat 
will  drawe  Jjaire  hony  fra  tliaym,  swa  sulde  we  do  agajTies 
deuells  }jat  afForces  tham  to  reue  fra  vs  |)e  hony  of  poure  lyfe 
and  of  grace,  fibr  many  are  ]>at  neue?-  haue  halde  \>e  ordyre  of 
lufe  ynesche  ))aire  frcndys  sybbe  or  ffrcmcdc,  bot  outhire  J)ay 
lufe  J)a}Tii  oucj*  mekill  or  thay  lufe  Jjam  ouer  lyttill,  settand 
thaire  thoghte  vnryghtwysely  on  thajnn,  or  Jjay  lufe  thaym  ouer 
lyttill,  yf  J)ay  doo  noghte  all  as  ]>ey  wolde  till  jjame.  Swylke 
kane  noghte  fyghte  for  thaire  hony  ffor-thy  \te  deuelle  trtrnes  it 
to  wormes  and  makes  jjeire  saules  ofte  sythes  full  bitter  in 
angwys  and  tene,  and  besynes  of  vayne  thoghtes  and  o^er 
wrechidues,  for  thay  are  so  heuy  in  erthely  frenchype  J>at  ])ay 
may  noghte  flee  in-to  \>c  lufe  of  Ihesu  Criste,  in  ]>e  Avylke  jjay 
moghte  well  for-gaa  ]>e  lufe  of  all  creaturs  lyfandc  in  erthe. 
Whare-fore,  accordandly,  Arystotill  sais  put  some  fowheles  are  of 
gude  flyghyng,  \>at  passes  fra  a  land  to  a-notliire.  Some  are 
of  ill  flyghynge  for  heuynes  of  body  and  for  Jjaire  neste  es 
noghte  ferre  Ira  j^e  erthe.     Thus  es  it  of  thaym  J^at  turnes  jjam 
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to  Godes  seruys.  Some  arc  of  giule  flyeghynge  for  thay  flye  fra 
erthe  to  heuene  and  rystes  tliaym  thare  iu  thoghtc,  and  are 
fedde  in  delite  of  Goddes  lufe,  and  has  tlioghte  of  na  lufe  of  \>e 
worldfc.  Some  are  ]>at  kan  noglite  flye  fra  Jjis  lande  bot  in 
J)e  waye  late  tlieyre  herte  ryste  and  delyttes  )?ayni  in  sere  lufes 
of  mene  and  womene,  als  jjay  come  and  gaa,  uowe  anc  and  nowe 
a-nothire.     And  in  Ihesu  Criste  bay  kan  fynde  na  swettnes,  or  if  some  can  find 

•'■'•'  no  sweetness 

\>aj  any  tyme  fele  oglite  it  es  swa  lyttill  and  swa  schorte,  for  'l}^-^^^ 
otliire  thoghtes  |)at  are  in  thaym,  }>at  it  brynges  thayni  till  na 
stabylnes.    Or  bay  are  lyke  till  a  fowle  bat  es  callede  strucyo  or  They  are  like 

'    •'  ''  '  the  Stork  that 

storke,  ))at  lias  wenges  and  it  may  noglite  flye  fur  charge  of  body,   jj^^^^^'g^'*'  ^°^ 
Swa  ))ay  hafe  vndirstandynge,  and  fastes  and  wakes  and  semes 
haly  to    mens    syghte   bot  thay  may  noghte   flye   to   lufe   and 
conteniplacyone  of  God  j>ay  are  so  chargede  wyth  otliyrc  aflec- 
cyons  and  othire  vanytes. 

Y. 

A    NOTABILL   TRETYS    OFF    THE    TEN    COMANDEMENTYS 
DRAWEXe    BY    RiCHERDE    THE    HERMYTE    OFF    HaMPULL. 

The  fyrste  comandement  es  '  Thy  Lorde  God  pou  sail  loute 
and  til  Hym  anely  bou   sail  serue.'     In  this   comandement   es  Tiie first Com- 

^  mandment. 

forbode/i  all  mawmetryse,  all  wychecrafte  and  charemynge^,  the 
wylke  may  do  na  remedy  till  any  seknes  of  mane  woman  or 
bestc,  ffor  ]>ay  errc  ]>e  snarrys  of  J)e  deuelle  by  Jjc  whilke  he 
affbrces  hym  to  dyssayue  manekynde.     Alswa  in  |)is  coniande-   Forbids 

witclicraft. 

ment  es  forbodyn  to  gyffe  trouthe  till  socerye  or  till  dynynyngcj  sorcery,  di- 

-'  '^J  •'  J    J    J    o  ;}    viMins,  and 

by  sternys  or  by  dremys  or  l)y  any  swylke  thynges.  Astrono-  astrology, 
myenes  by-haldes  \->e  daye  and  ]>e  houi'e  and  ))e  poyntc  ))at  man 
es  borne  in,  and  yndir  whylke  syngnc  he  es  borne,  and  \)e  poyute 
jjat  he  begynnes  to  be  in,  and  by  ))ire  syngnes  and  oJ)er  }>ay  saye 
\)at  J)ay  say  that  sail  be-fall  ]>e  man  aftyrwarde,  bot  theyi-e 
crrowrc  es  repi'ofFede  of  haly  doctowrs.     Haly  crosses  men  sail  Men  may 

■"■  riverence 

liolv  crosses 
'  Thus  Eobcrd  de  Brune  on  the  first  Commandment : —  and  images. 

3yf  b"ti  yii  swerde  other  yn  bacyn, 

Any  chyldc  niadest  loke  theryii, 

Or  yn  tliumljc,  or  yn  cristal, 

Wycchccraft  men  dtpcn  byt  alio. — IlamUyncj  Synni,  i^i. 
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AN  EXPLANATION  Or  THE  TEN  COMMANDUENTS. 


The  second 
Commaiid- 
nient  (third 
in  Decalogue). 


Forbids  vain 
and  wicked 
oaths. 


The  name  of 
(lod  taken  in 
vain  in  many 
manners. 


New  preacli- 
ing,  formal 
prayer,  and 
hypocrisy. 


The  third 
(foui-tlil  Cnm- 
mandment. 

Its  general 
meaning. 
Special  mean- 
ing for  con- 
templative 
men. 


The  fourth 
(fifth)  Com- 
mandment. 

Duty  to 
parents 
bodily  and 
ghostly. 


lowte  fFor  thay  are  in  syngne  of  Cryste  crucyfiede.  To  yraages 
e.s  \->e  louyuge  J)at  es  till  tliaym  of  ■\vhaym  |)aire  are  \>e  ymages, 
ffor  ])at  eutent  auely  J>aire  are  for  to  lowte.  The  totliire 
comanclement  es  '  \iou  sail  noghte  take  jje  name  of  God  in 
vayue,'  Here  es  forbodene  athe  witA-owttene  cheson.  He  ))at 
neueues  God  a7icl  swei-is  fals  dlspyse  God.  In  tbre  mauers 
mane  may  syne  in  swerynge  ;  that  es  if  he  swere  agayne 
his  concyence,  or  if  he  swere  be  Cryste  Avondes  or  blude, 
that  es  enermare  gret  syne  ]>ofe  it  be  sotbe  J^at  he  sweris, 
ffor  it  sounes  in  irreuence  of  Ibesu  Cryste.  Also  if  be  com 
agaynes  bis  athe  nogbt  fulfilland  jjat  he  has  sworne.  The  nam 
of  Gode  es  takjTi  in  vayne  one  many  maners.  AVi'tA  berte,  with 
mouthe,  with  werke.  With  berte  takes  false  crystyn  mene  it  in 
vayne  jiat  rescbeyues  ]>e  sacrement  witA-owttene  grace  in  sawle. 
With  moutbe  es  it  tane  in  vayne  with  all  atbes  brekynge,  of  new 
precbyiige  ])«<  es  vanyte  and  vndcvocyone ;  prayerc,  wben  we 
honour  God  witA  oure  lippys  and  onre  bertys  erre  ferre  fra  Hym. 
WitA  werke  ypocrittes  takes  Goddes  nam  in  vayue,  ffor  they 
fcyne  gud  dede  witA-owttene,  and  J^ey  erre  AVitA-owtten  cbaryte 
and  vertue  and  force  of  sawle  to  stand  agayne  all  ill  styiTynges. 
The  thirdc  comandement  es  '  Vmbetbynke  the  |)at  thou  balowe  ]>i 
balydaye.'  This  comandement  may  be  takyn  in  tbre  maneres. 
ffirste  generally  ))at  we  sesse  of  all  vyces  jjat  lettys  deuocyone  to 
God  in  prayenge  and  tbynkynge.  Tbe  thyrde^  es  specyall,  als 
in  contemplayt}-fe  men  ]>&t  departis  J>a}Tn  fra  all  werdly  tbjTiges 
swa  })at  \>ey  bally  gj'fe  })aym  till  God.  Tbe  fyrste  manere  es 
nedfull  vs  to  do,  the  tothire  we  awe  to  do,  tbe  tbirde  es  perfec- 
cyone.  ffor-tbi  one  ]>c  balydaye  men  awe,  als  God  byddys,  to  lefe 
all  syne  and  do  na  w'erke  jjat  lettis  thaym  to  gyffe  Jniire  berte  to 
Godd,  tbatt  jjay  balowe  ]>e  daye  in  ryst  and  deuocyone  and  dedys 
of  cbaryte.  Tbe  fertbe  comandement  es  *  Honoure  thy  fadyre 
and  ]?i  modp-e.'  That  es  in  twa  tbynges,  )>at  es  bodyly  and 
gastely.  Bodyly  in  sustenance  |)at  ]>ay  be  belpede  and  sus- 
taynede  in  j^aire  elde,  and  wben  J>ay  are  unmygbtty  of  jjayme 
selfe.     Gastely  in  reuercnce  and  bouxomnes  J>at  J^ay  say  to  ]>am 

^  The  second  is  omitted. 
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na  wordes  of  myssawc  uc  vnhoneste  ne  of  displesance  vnauys- 

sedly,  bot  se?*ve  J)ame  niekely  and  gladly  and  lawlyly  Jnit  J)ay  may 

wyne  [noghte]  ))at  Godde  hygbte  to  swylke  barnes  J)at  es  laude  of 

lygbte.     And  if  ]jay  be  dede  tbaym  awe  to  belpe  jjaire  sawlcs   if  they  are 

yfith  almous  dedes  and  jirayers.     The  fifte  coniandemcnt  es  J)at   f,'p]'',p,]","f  ^^ 

'  thou  slaa  na  man,  nowtbire  •with  assente    ne  with  worde   or   ;'',"'^!l.!f'^** 

'  J  lie  liltli 

fauowr.'     And  also  here  es  forboden  vn-ryghtwyse  hurtynge  of  ,^',^,'11,^,6,°"' 
any  persone.     Thay  are  slaers  gastely  bat  will  noghte  feede  be   Spiritual 

murderers. 

pouer  in  nede,  and  Jjat  defames  men,  and  ]>at  cojifoundes  inno- 
centys.     The  sexte  commandement  es  '  Thou  sail  be  na  lichoure'   The  sixth 

(seventh) 

bat  es  thou  sail  haue  na  man  or  womane  bot  bat  bou  has  taken   comuiaud- 

'  '         '  nieut. 

in  fourme  of  Haly  Kyrke.    Alswa  here  es  forbodeue  all  maner  of  Forbids  aii 

manner  of 

wilfull  pollusyone  procurede  one  any  maner  agaynes  kyndly  oys   pollution. 
or  oher  sates.     The  seuende  comandement  es  '  Thou  sail  noghte   The  seventh 

I        >=>  *=  (eighth)  t'om- 

do  na  thyfte.'     In  the  whylke  es  forboden  all  maneye  of  with-  niaudment. 
draweynge   of  oj^er  men  thynges  wrang-wysely  agaynes    Jjaire 
wyll  jjat  aghte  it,  bot  if  it  ware  in  tyme  of  maste  nede  when  all 
thynces  erre  comone.     Also  here  es  forbodene  gillery  of  weghte   ah  cheating 

•'     o  o  J  o  .jiij  impos- 

or  of  tale  or  of  mett  or  of  mesm-e,  or  thorow  okyre,  or  violence   t'""^  forbid- 

or  drede.     Als  bedells  and  foresters  duse  and  mynystyrs  of  J)e 

kynse,  or  thurghe  extorcyone,  as  lordes  duse.      The  aughtene   The  eighth 

J     o    ■>  b  J  o  (ninth)  C'oin- 

commandement  es  that   '  thou  sail    noghte   bere   false  wyttnes  niandmeut. 

agaynes  thi  neghteboure'  als  in  assys  or  cause  of  matremoyne. 

And  also  lyenges  ere  forboden  in  ])is  com?/iandement  and  forswer- 

rynge.     Bot  all  lyenges  are  noghte  dedly  syn,  bot  if  J>ay  noye  ah  lyins  is 

till  som  man  bodyly  or  gastely.     The  nynde  comjjiandement  es  sin. 

'Thou  sail  noghte  couayte  ])e  hous  or  o]>er  thynge  mobill  or  (part  of  tenth) 

in-mobill  of  ]>i  neghtbottr  with  wrange,'  ne  ]wic  sail  noghte  bald  ment. 

1      •!•  Ill  11-         •  ""''  "6igh- 

o]jer  mens  gude  it  ]>ou  may  3elde  thaym,  ellis  yi  penance  saues  ^e  hour's  goods 

not  to  be 

noghte.     The  tend  comandement  es  '  Thou  sail  noghte  couayte   wrongly  co- 

.  .  .  ^'^'ed. 

hi  neghtebotws  wyefc,  ne  his  seruande,  ne  his  mayden,  ne  mobylls   The  tenth 
of  his.     He  lufes  God  ]?at  kepis  thire  com«iandementcs  for  lufc.    I'landmeut. 
His  neghteboMr  hym  awe  to  lufe  als  hym  selfe  hat  es  till  be  same   we  ought  to 

love  our 

gude  bat  he  lufcs  hym-selfe  to,  na  thynge  till  ill :  and  bat  he  lufe   neighbour  as 

,  '  "^  'Jo  >  i  ourselves. 

his    ncghtbo??r  saule   mare   jian   his  body   or  any   gudcs   of  )»e 
worldc. 
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THE  SEVEN  GIFTS  OF  THE  HOLY  GHOST. 


VI. 

Also  of  the  gyftes  of  the  Haly  Gaste. 


The  seven 
gifts  of  the 
Holy  Ghost. 


(i)  Counsel, 
which  is  the 
taking  up  the 
contempla- 
tive life. 

(2)  Under- 
standing, 
which  teaches 
us  how  to  dis- 
tribute to  the 
needy. 

(?)  AVisdom, 
which  makes 
us  think  of 
Heaven. 


(4)  Strength, 
which  is  sted- 
f.ustness  in 
good  purpose. 

(.0  Pity, 
which  makes 
a  man  humble 
to  receive  tlie 
teaching  of 
Holy  Writ. 

(6)  Cunning, 
which  makes 
a  man  peni- 
tent and  clia- 
ri  table. 

(7)  The  fear 
of  God,  which 
makes  us  fear 
to  sin. 


pe  seuene  gyftes  of  ]>e  Haly  Gaste  ]>at  ere  gyfene  to  men  and 
wymmene  J)at  er  ordaynecle  to  ]>e  joye  of  heuene  and  ledys  thaire 
lyfe  iu  this  worlde  ryghtwysely.  Thire  are  thay,  Wysdome,  Un- 
d3Tstandynge,  Counsayle,  Strenghe,  Connynge,  Pete,  The  drede 
of  God.  Begynne  we  at  Consaile,  for  Jjare-of  es  myster  at  the 
begynu}Tige  of  oure  werkes  ))at  vs  myslyke  noghte  aftyrwarde. 
yVith  thire  seuene  gyftes  j)e  Haly  Gaste  teclies  sere  mene  serely. 
Consaile  es  doynge  awaye  of  worldes  reches,  and  of  all  delytes  of 
all  thynge5  pat  mane  may  be  tagyld  wtt/i  in  thoglite  or  dede, 
and  ]>at  w  itAdrawynge  in-till  contemplacyoue  of  Gode.  Undyr- 
standynge  es  to  knawe  whate  es  to  doo  and  whate  es  to  lefe,  and 
))at  that  salle  be  gyffene  to  gyfte  it  to  thaym  )>at  has  nede,  noghte 
till  o]>er  pat  has  na  myster.  Wysedome  es  foi'getynge  of  erthely 
thynges  and  thynkynge  of  heueu  yviih  discrecyone  of  all  mene 
dedys.  In  |)is  gyfte  schynes  contemplacyone,  pat  es,  Saynt 
Austyne  says,  A  gastely  dede  of  fleschely  affeccyones  thurghe  pe 
joye  of  araysede  thoghte.  Strenghe  es  lastynge  to  fuUfill  gude 
piwpose  ])at  it  be  noghte  lost  for  wele  ne  for  m  aa.  Pete  es  pat  a 
man  be  mylde  and  gayncsay  noghte  haly  writte  when  it  smyttes 
his  syuuys,  whethire  he  vndyrstand  it  or  noghte,  bot  in  all  his 
myghte  purge  he  pe  vilte  of  syn  in  hyme  and  o|jer.  Connynge 
es  pat  makes  a  man  of  gude,  noglite  ruysand  hyme  of  his  reght- 
wysnes,  bot  sorowand  of  his  synuys,  and  Jjat  man  gedyrs  erthely 
gude  anely  to  the  honour  of  God,  and  prow  to  o])er  mene  })ane 
hym  selfe.  The  drede  of  God  es  jjat  we  turne  noghte  agayne 
till  oure  syne  thurghe  any  ill  eggyng.  And  Jjat  es  drede  perfite 
iu  vs  and  gastely  when  we  drede  to  wrethe  God  in  pe  leste  syne 
})at  wc  kane  knawe  and  flcsc  it  als  vcnyme. 


OF  DELIGHTING  IN  GOD.  13 

VIL 

Also  of  ]>e  same,  delyte  and  3Ernyng  op  Gode. 
Sernyng  and  delite  of  Ihesu  Criste  ]>at  has  na  tliyn^,'  of  worldes  "vvimt  delight 

in  God  is. 

tboghtes,  es  wondyrfull  pure,  haly,  aud  faste,  and  whene  a  man  felis 
hym  in  jjat  degre  tliau  es  a  man  circumsysede  gastely.  Thene 
all  oper  besynes  and  affeccyons  and  thoghtes  are  drawene  away 
owte  of  his  saule  that  he  may  hafe  ryste  in  Goddes  lufe  with- 
owttene  tagillynge  of  o]>er  thynges.     The  delyte  es  wondirfull,   ita  wonderful 

power. 

It  es  sa  heghe  ])at  na  thoghte  may  reche  )jar-to  to  bryng  it  doune. 
It  es  pure  when  it  es  noghte  blendid  ycith  na  thynge  J)at  es 
cojitrayrie  thare-to.  And  it  es  faste  whene  it  es  clenc  and  stabill 
delitande  by  it-selfe.     Thre  thynges  makes  delite  in  Gode  heglie.   Three  things 

which  in- 

Ane  es  restreynynge  of  fleschely  luste  in  co??2pleccione.     Anojie?'  p»"ease  delight 

es  restreynynge  or  repressynge  of  ill  styrrynge  and  of  tempta- 

cione  in  will.     The  thirde  es  kepynge  or  hegheynge  of  ]>e  herte 

in  lyghtenynge  of  pe  Haly-gaste,  ])at  haldis  his  herte  vpe  fra  all 

erthely  thoghtes,  J^at  he  sette  nane  obstakill  at  the  comynge  of 

Criste  in-till  hyme.     Ilkane  Jiat  couaytes  endles  hele  be  he  besy 

nyghte  and  daye  to  fulfill  j^is  lare  or  clles  to  Cristes  lufe  he  may 

noghte  Wynne,  ffor  it  es  heghe,  and  all  Jmt  it  duellis  in  it  lyftes 

ahowne  layery  lustes  and  vile  couaytes,  and  abowne  all  affeccyons 

and  thoghtes  of  any  Ijodily  thynge.      Twa  thynges  makes  ourc   Two  tilings 

which  make 

delyte  pure.     Ane  es  teruynge  of  sensualite  to  the  skyll.     ffor  tins  delight 

pure. 

whene  any  es  tornede  to  delite  of  hys  fyve  wittes  alsoune 
vnclennes  entyrs  in-to  his  saule.  Auo])er  es  ]>at  Jie  skyll  mekely 
be  vssede  in  gastely  thynges,  als  in  medytacyons,  and  orysou7^s, 
and  lukynge  in  haly  bukes.  ffor-thy  ]>e  delyte  jjat  has  noghte  of 
vnordaynde  styrrynge,  and  mekely  has  styrrynge  in  Criste,  and 
in  whilke  ]>e  sensualite  es  tournede  to  Ipe  skyll  all  scttc  aud 
oysede  tyll  God,  makys  a  mans  saule  in  ryste  and  sekirnes 
and  ay  to  duell  in  gude  hope,  and  to  be  payede  with  all  God 
sandcs  wit/i-owttene  gruchynge  or  heuyncse  of  thoglite5. 
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THE  UXIOX  OF  GOD  WITH  THE  SOUL  OF  MAX. 


VIII. 


The  rnion  of 
God  with 
man's  Soul  is 
the  highest 
perfection. 


This  Union 
may  not  be 
fuUy  re.iched 
in  this  life. 


The  nature  of 
God. 


The  nearer  a 
soul  can  he 
brought  to 
this  nature 
the  higher  its 
advance. 


[The  Anehede  of  Godd  with  ma>"Nis  saule.] 

^Dere  ffrende  wit  ]>(ni  wele  Jjat  ]>e  eiide  and  ]>e  soueraynte  of 
pej-feccione  staades  in  a  veiTay  anehede  of  Godd  and  of  manes 
saule  by  pe>-f}i;e  charyte.  This  ende  ))an  es  ven-ayly  made  whene 
jje  myghtes  of  \>e  saule  er  refourmede  by  grace  to  \)e  dignyte  and 
Jje  state  of  j^e  firste  condieione,  )>at  es  whene  ]>e  mynde  es  stablede 
sadely  with-owttene  changynge  and  vagacyone  in  Godd  and 
gastely  thynges,  and  when  the  resone  es  cleryde  fra  all  worldly 
a7id  fleschely  behaldynges  and  imagycyones,  fygours  and  fan- 
tasyes  of  creatures,  and  es  illuminede  with  gi'ace  for  to  be-halde 
Godde  and  gastely  thynges,  and  when  J)e  will  and  ]>e  afiPeccyone 
es  puryfiede  and  clensede  fi'a  all  fleschely  lustes,  kyndly  and 
werldly  lufe,  and  es  enflawmede  witA  brennande  lufe  of  ))e  Haly 
gaste.  Bot  jjis  wondii-fuU  anehede  may  noghte  be  fuUfiUede 
ipei'fytelj,  contenually,  ne  hally  in  ))is  \yfe  for  corrupcyone  of  \>e 
flesche,  bot  anely  in  Ipe  blysse  of  heuene.  Neue?'-J)e-lattere  \>e 
nen-e  |)at  a  saule  in  ))is  presente  lyfe  may  come  to  ))is  anehede 
J^e  mare  perfite  it  es,  ff'or  Jjat  it  es  refownnede  by  grace  till  Ipe 
ymage  and  ]>e  lyknes  of  his  creatoure  here,  one  ]>\s  manei-ewyse 
\^e  moi'e  joy  and  blysse  sail  it  hafe  in  heuene.  Oure  Lorde  Godd 
es  ane  endles  beynge  witA-owttene  chaungynge,  all-myghty  wttA- 
owttcne  faylynge,  souerayne  wysdome,  lyghte,  sofastenes  vfith- 
owtten  erroM?-  or  mjn-knes  ;  souerayne  gudnes,  lufe,  pees  and 
swetnes ;  Jjan  ]>e  mare  j^at  a  saule  es  anehede,  festened,  con- 
fo?MTnede  and  joynede  to  om-e  Lorde  Godd,  \)e  mare  stabill  it  es 
and  myghty,  \>e  mare  wysse  and  clere,  gude,  peyseble,  luffande, 
and  mare  vertuous,  and  so  it  es  mare  pe^-fite.  ffor  a  saule  Jjat 
haues  by  grace  of  Ihe^u  and  lange  trauayle  of  bodyly  and 
gastely  excercyse  ouercomene  and  dystroyede  concupyscens  and 
passiou?i3,  and  vnskillwyse  stpTynges  witA-in  it-selfe  and  witA- 


'  Tliis  treatise,  which  is  without  heading  in  the  MS.,  was  ascribed  hy 
Sir  F.  Madden  to  Richard  Rolle  when  he  examined  the  Thornton  MS.  in 
1835. 
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owttene  in  \>e  sensualite,  and  es  clede  in  vertus,  as  in  niekencs 
and  myldnes,  in  pacyence,  in  sothefastnes,  in  gastely  strenghe  and 
ryghtewisenes,  in  cojitynence,  in  wysdome,  in  trouthe,  Lope,  and 
cliaryte,  ])an  es  it  made  perfite  als  it  may  be  in  jjis  lyfe.     Mekill   The  comfort 

a  soul  lliiu 

comforthe  it  reschayiies  of  oure  Lorde,  nogte  anely  inwardly  in  s^ins. 
his  preue  substance,  be  l^e  vertu  of  J)e  anehede  to  oure  Lorde  j^at 
lyes  in  knawynge  and  lufynge  of  Godd,  in  lygbte  of  gastely 
bryn?iynge  of  liym,  in  transfottrmynge  of  jje  saule  in  )je  Godhede, 
bot  also  in  many  o]>er  comfortlies,  and  sauowrs,  swettnes,  and 
wondirfull  felynges  one  sere  maners.  Aftir  oure  Lorde  vouches 
safe  to  vesete  his  creatom-s  here  in  erthe,  and  cftyre  ]>e  saule  p?'o- 
fytes  and  waxes  in  charyte,  some  saule  by  vertue  of  charyte  Jjat 
Godd  gyffes  it  es  so  clensede,  )jat  all  creaturs  in  all  ]jat  he  heris, 
or  sese,  or  felis  by  any  of  his  wittes  turncs  hym  till  co3>^forthe 
and  gladnes,  and  jje  sensualite  rccej^ues  newe  savowr  and  swetnes 
in  all  creaturs,  and  righte  als  before  \)e  lykynges  in  jje  sensualite 
ware  fleschely,  vayne,  and  vecyous,  for  Jje  payne  of  J)e  orygynalle 
synn,  righte  so  now  j^ay  ere  made  gastely,  and  clene,  wttA-owtten 
bitternes  and  bytynge  of  cowcyence.     And  ]>is  es  ])e  gudnes  of  Tiie  flesiiiy 

Ti  1  ii'i  i>-i     nature  made 

oure  Lorde,  ])at  sen  ]ie  saule  es  puneschede  m  the  sensualite,  and   to  minister  to 

(11  p  1  r>  •  '**  delight. 

\>e  flesche  es  pertynere  of  ]>e  payne,  that  eftirwarde  jje  saule  be 
comforthede  in  hir  sensualite,  and  Jje  flesche  be  felawe  of  |)e  joye 
and  comforthe  vfith  \>e  saule,  noghte  fleschely,  bot  gastely,  als  he 
was  felawe  in  tribulacione  and  payne.     )jis  es  \>e  fredom  and  he   For  this  the 

.  dignity  of  tlie 

lordchipe,  dygnyte  and  ]>e  wyrchipjo  fiat  a  manes  saxile  base  oiier  soul  is  shown. 
all  creaturs,  the  whylke  dygnyte  he  may  receyue  by  grace  here, 
Jiat  ilk  a  creature  sauoure  to  hym  als  it  es,  and  j)at  es  when  by 
grace  he  sese,  or  he  heres,  or  he  felys  anely  Godd  in  all  creaturs. 
One  |)is  maner  wyse  a  saule  es  made  gastely  in  pe  sensualite  by 
abowndance  of  charite  ))at  es  in  |)e  substance  of  the  saule.     Also   Also  our  Lord 

comforts  .T 

oure  Lorde  cowiforthes  a  saule  by  aungells  sangc.     Bot  what  hat   souibyangeu* 

song. 

sange  es  it  may  noghte  be  dyscryncde  be  no  bodyly  lykncs,  for  it 
es  gastely  and  abowne  all  manere  of  ymagynacyone  and  mans 
resone.     It  may  be  perccyuede  and  fcHde  in  a  saule  bot  it  may   Tins  cnnnot 

he  fully  dc- 

noghte  be  spokcnc.     Neucr-be-lattcre  I  spekc  bare-of  to  be  als  scribed,  but  i 
o  i  r  1  r  r  win  speak  of 

me  thynke.     When  a  saule  es  puryfyede  by  |)e  lufe  of  Godd,   itnsitiiink. 


IG  THE  SOUL  IS  MADE  TO  HEAR  THE  SOXG  OF  ANGELS, 

illumynede  l>y  wysedome,  stabled  by  mygbte  of  Godd,  than  es  J)e 
eglie  of  J)e  saule  opyned  to  be-halde  gastely  thynges,  as  vertus, 
aungells,  and  haly  saules,  and  heuenly  thynges.  Thane  es  \)e  saule 
abill  by  cause  of  clennes  to  fele  ]>e  toucheynge,  ]>e  spekynge  of 
gude  aungells.  This  touchyng  and  spekynge  es  gastely,  noghte 
bodyly  :  ffor  when  ]>e  saule  es  lyffcede  and  raysede  owte  of  J)e 
sensualyte,  and  owte  of  mynde  of  any  erthely  thjTiges,  than  in 
gi*et  feruoure  of  lufe  and  lyghte  of  Godd,  if  oure  Lorde  vouche- 
safe,  J>e  saule  may  here  and  fele  heuenly  sowune,  made  by  jje  pre- 
sence of  aungells  in  louynge  of  Godd.  Noghte  ]jat  J)is  sange  of 
aungells  es  souerajme  joy  of  \>e  saule  bot  a  deffercncc  jjat  es 
by-twyxe  a  manes  saule  in  flesche  and  ane  aiingelle  be-cause  of 
The  way  to  *    unclcnues.     A  saule  may  noghte  here  it  bot  by  rauyschynge  in 

hear  it  is  by 

an  excess  of  lufe,  and  nedis  for  to  be  puryfiede  full  clene,  and  fuUfillide  of 
mekyll  charyte,  are  it  ware  abyll  for  to  here  heuenly  sowune. 
ffor  Jje  souerayne  and  \>e  escencyalle  joy  es  in  Jje  lufe  of  Godd  by 
hym-sclfe  and  for  hym-selfe,  and  ]>e  secundarye  es  in  comonyngc 
and  byhaldjTige  of  aungells  and  gastely  creaturs.  ffor  ryghte  as 
a  saule  in  vndirstandynge  of  gastely  thynges  es  of  ofte  sj'thes 
touched  and  kenuede  thurghe  bodyly  ymagynacyone,  by  wyrkynge 
of  aungells  (as  E3echielle  ]>e  profete  sawe  in  bodily  }Tnagynacyone 
\>e  sothefastnes  of  Goddes  preuates).  Righte  so,  in  pe  lufe  of 
Godd,  a  saule  be  ]>e  presence  of  aungelles  es  raueschede  owte 
of  all  mynde  of  erthely  and  fleschely  thynges  in-to  a  heuenly  joye, 
to  here  aungells  saunge  and  heuenly  sowune  eftir  ]x(t  \>e  charite 
63  mare  or  lesse.  Nowe  thane,  thynke  me,  Jjat  ]>er  may  no  saule 
fele  verreyly  aungells  sange  ne  heuenly  sowne  bot  it  be  in  perfite 

And  not  all      charitc.      And  noghte  for-thi  all  ]jat  are  in  perfite  charyte  ne 

those  wlio  are 

in  perfect        basc  uoghtc  fclydc  it,  bot  anely  J)at  saule  |)at  es  purede  in  Jje 

hear  it.  fyj-g  of  lufc  of  Godd,  ))at  all  erthely  sauoure  es  brynte  owte  of  it, 

and  all  mene?  lottande  be-twyx  })e  saule  and  \e  clennes  of  angells 

es  brokene  and  put  awaye  fra  it.     pan  sothely  may  he  synge  a 

newe  sange  and  sothely  may  he  here  a  blysfuU  heuenly  sowne 

Our  Lord        and  aungells  sange  wit/i-owtten  dessayte   or  feynynge.      Oure 

knows  tlie 

soul  that  for     Lordc  watc  whare  hat  saule  es  J)at  for  abowndance  of  brynnande 

burning 

love  is  worthy  lufe  es  wortlii  to  here  aungells  sange.      \\ha-so  ban  will  here 

to  hear  angels' 
song. 
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aungells  sangc,  and  noghte  be  dyssayucde  by  feynynge,  ne  by 
ymagynacyone  of  hym-selfe,  ue  by  illusyone  of  ]>e  enemy,  hyni 
behoues  hafe  perfite  charite,  and  )jat  es  when  all  vayne  lufe  and 
drede,  vayne  joy  and  sorowe,  es  casten  owte  of  pe  herte,  Jjat  he 
lufes  na  thyuge  l)ot  Godd,  ne  dredis  na  thynge  bot  Godd,  ne 
joyes  ne  sorowes  na  thynge  bot  in  Godd,  or  of  Godd.  Whoso 
myghte  by  J)e  grace  of  Godd  go  jjis  way  he  sulde  noghte  erre. 
Neuer-be-lattere  som  men  ere  disceyued  by  baire  awenn  ymagy-   Rome  are  de- 

ceived  by 

nacyon,  or  by  illucyone  of  he  enemy  in  bis  matere.     Some  man  their  own 

"'''•'  '  J  r  imaKiiiatioii 

when  he  hase  lange  trauelde  bodily  and  gastely  in  dystroynge  of  iotiiis matter. 

synnes  and  getynge  of  vertus,  and  perauentwre  hase  getyn  by 

grace  a  som  dele  r}\ste  and  a  clerete  in  cowcyence,  onone    he 

leues  p?'ayers,  redyngs  of  haly  writte,  and  meditacyons  of  ]>e 

passione  of  Criste,  and  Jje  mynde  of  his  wrechidnes,  and,  are 

he  be  callede  of  Godd,  he  ged)Ts  his  wittys  by  violence  to  seko 

and  to  be-halde  heuenly  thynges,  are  his  eghe  be  made  gastely 

by  grace,  and  ouert?-auells  by  ymagynacions  his  wittes,  and  by 

vndiscrete  trauellynge  turnes  \>e  braynes  in  his  heuede,  and  for- 

brekes  ]je  myghtes  and  Ipe  Avittes  of  pe  saule  and  of  \)e  body ;  and 

ban,  for  febilnes  of  be  brayne,  hym  thynkes  bat  he  heres  woiindir-   And  are 

'  I  ''''''  >  ^       under  delu- 

fuU  sownes  and  sanges,  and  bat  es  no  thynare  ells  bot  a  fantasie  sions  arising 

o     '  r  .'     »  ^  from  physical 

caused  of  trubblyng  of  ]>e  brayne,  as  a  mane  ]>at  es  in  a  frensye  causes. 

hym  thynkes  }jat  he  herys  or  sese  Jjat  na  nojjer  man  duse,  and  all 

es  bot  vanyte  and  fantasie  of  J)e  heued  ;  or  elles  by  wyrkyng  of 

Jje  enemy  bat  fenys  swylke  sowune . . .  ffor  if  a  mane  hase  any  pre-   Tiiis  is  the 

1  •  •   1  1  1       p  1  craft  of  the 

sumpcione  in  his  fantasies  and  in  his  wirkynge,  and  pare-be  falles  Devu. 
in-to  vndiscrete  ymagynacyone,  as  it  ware  a  frensye,  and  es 
noghte  kennede  ne  rewlede  of  grace,  ne  comforthede  by  gastely 
strenghe,  \>e  deuelle  entirs  ]>an  by  fals  illuraynacyons,  and  fals 
sownnes  and  swetnes,  and  dyssaues  a  mans  saule.  And  of  jjis 
false  grounde  sprynges  erro?<rs  and  herysyes,  false  p?'ophesyes, 
presumpcyons  and  false  rufyngs,  blasfcmycs,  and  sclandrynges, 
and  many  oper  inysclicfos.      And  jjare-foi-e  if  |)0?t  se  any  mane   And  no  true 

hearing  of 

gastely  ocupiede  ftalle  in  any  of  ))ise  synnes,  and  ))ise  dissaytes,  angels' song. 
or  in  ft-ensycs,  wit  ]>ou  wele  jjat  he  herde  neuer  ne  felide  aungells 
sange,   ne  heuenly  sownc.    ffor  sothcly  he    Jjat  verreyly  heres 
aungcls  sange  he  es  made   so  wyse  })at  he  sail  iiouey  orre  by   „ 
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fantasye,  ne  by  iudiscrecyone,  ne  by  no  sleglite  of  \>e  deuelle. 
other  deiu-      Also  som  meu  felis  in  theire  hertes  as  it  ware  a  gastely  sowne  and 

sions  that  °  *^ 

may  arise  in     swctc  sangcs  of  dyuerse  maners  and  ])is  es  commonly  gude,  and 

somtjTiie  it  may  turne  tyll  dissayte.     ))is  sowne  es  felide  one  ))is 

Danger  aris-     wTse.     Some  maue  settis  be  tho<>-hte  of  his  herte  anely  in   be 

ing  from  an  "^  r  o  j  j 

intense  devo-    uame  of  Ihesu,  and  stedfaatlv  haklis  it  bare-too,  and  in  schorte 

tion  to  the  J  r  ' 

Jesus  °^  tym  hym  tbynkes  that  J)at  name  turnes  bym  till  gret  comfortbe 

and  swetnes,  and  bym  tbynkes  \>at  \>e  name  sowunes  in  bis  berte 
delitably  as  it  were  a  saunge,  and  ]>e  vertu  of  ]>is  likjmge  es  so 
mygbty  )jat  it  drawes  in  all  ]je  wittes  of  \>e  saule  j^ai'e-to.  Who 
so  may  fele  ])is  sowne  and  J)is  swetnes  ven*ayly  in  bis  berte  wite 
be  wiele  ])at  it  es  of  Godd,  and  als  lange  als  be  es  meke  be  sail 

Difference  be-  nogbtc  be  dissavuede.     Bot  bis  es  nojjbte  auwgells  sange,  bot  it 

tween  angels'  ®  •'  r  o  o  &   ' 

song  and  tiie    es  a  sau?ige  of  be  saule  be  vertu  of  be  name,  and  by  toucbynge  of 

songs  of  the  r>  r  i  ^  j  j     a 

Lord.  jje  gude  aungels.      ffor  wben  a   saule  offirs  it  to  Ibesu  trewly 

and  mekely,  puttande  all  bis  traiste  and  bis  desp-e  in  bym,  and 
besily  kepis  in  bis  mynde,  oure  Lorde  Ibesu,  wbene  be  will, 
puris  ]>e  affeccione  of  ]>e  saule  and  fillis  it  and  fedis  it  with 
swetnes  of  bym-selfe,  and  makes  bis  name  in  \>e  felynge  of  \>e 
saule  as  bony,  and  as  sange,  and  as  any  tbynge  )jat  es  delitabill. 
So  ]jat  it  lykes  \>e  saule  euer  mai'e  for  to  cry  Ibesu,  Ibesu,  and 
nogbte  anely  be  base  co7?ifortbe  in  )jis,  bot  also  in  psalmes  and 
ympnes  and  antyms  of  Haly  Kyrke,  J)at  j)e  berte  synges  jjam 
swetely,  deuotly,  and  frely,  wit/i-owtten  any  trauelle  of  ^e  saule, 
or  bitternes,  in  ]>e  same  tyme,  and  note3  Jjat  Haly  Kp-ke  vses. 
This  es  ]>e  gude  and  of  jje  gyfte  of  Godd,  ffor  \>e  obstance  of  J)is 
felynge  lyes  in  \>e  lufe  of  Ibesu  wbilke  es  fedde  and  hgbtenede 

Danger  from    by   swilkc    mauer   of  sanges.       Neuer-be-lattere    in    bis    maner 

vain -glory.  o  j  j 

felynge  a  saule  may  be  distreynede  by  vayne  glorye,  nogbte  in 

jjat  tyme   \>at    \e  affeccione   synges   to   Ihesu    and   loues   Ibesu 

in  swetnes  of  bym,  bot  eftyrwarde,  whan  it  cesses,  and  ]>e  berte 

Danger  from    kclis  of  louc  of  Ibesu,  thane  entp'S  in  vayne  glorie.     Also  sum 

a  mere 

raeciianicai      man  68  dcssayucde  on  bis  wy^ese.     He  heris  wele  say  bat  it  es 

remembrance  _  _  ' 

ofthenaraeof  gude  to  bauc  Ibesu  in  bis  mynde,  or  any  ober  eude  worde  of 

Jesus.  °  .  '  ./        r        o 

Godd,  and  J^an  be  streynes  bis  berte  mygbtyly  to  jiat  name  and 
by  acostome  be  base  it  nerebande  alway  in  bis  mynde.  Nogbte 
ffor-tbi   he  felis    non}?er   ))are-by  in  his    affeccyone  swetnes,  ne 
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This  is  no- 
tliiiig  but 
blindness  and 
folly. 


Our  safety 
lies  in  hu- 
mility. 


These  are  my 
views,  though 
others  may  be 
able  to  say 
more. 


lighte  of  knawynge  in  his  resoun,  bot  anely  a  uakede  iiiyud  of 
Godd  or  of  Ihe^u,  or  of  Mary,  or  of  any  oJ)er  glide  word.  Here 
may  be  disceyte,  noghte  for  it  es  ill  to  bafe  Ihesu  in  mynde  on 
l^is  wysc,  bot  if  be  this  . .  and  mynde,  Jjat  es  anely  his  awene  wyi-k- 
ynge  by  custome,  halde  it  a  sjiecyalle  vesytacyon  of  oure  Lorde, 
and  thynke  it  mare  |)an  it  es.  ffor,  wite  ^ou  wele,  ))at  a  nakede 
mynde  or  a  nakede  ymagycione  of  Ibesu  or  of  any  gastely 
thynge,  w?"t/i-owtten  swetnes  of  Infe  in  ]>e  affeccione,  or  with- 
owtten  lyghte  of  knawynge  in  resonne,  es  bot  a  blyndnes,  and  a 
waye  to  dessayte,  if  a  mane  halde  it  iu  his  awene  mare  })ane  it  es. 
Thare-fore  I  halde  it  sekyre  jjat  he  be  meke  in  his  awene  felynge, 
and  halde  )jis  mynde  in  regarde  noghte  till  he  mowe  be  custome 
and  vsynge  of  J)is  mynde  fele  })e  fyre  of  lufe  in  his  afFeccione,  and 
\>e  lyghte  of  knawynge  in  his  resoue.  Loo  !  I  haue  tolde  Jje  in 
jjis  mater  a  lyttill  as  me  thynke  ;  noghte  affermande  jjat  jjis  suf- 
fisches,  ne  jjat  ]jis  es  \)e  sothefastnes  in  ])is  mater.  Bot  if  ]>e 
thynke  it  ojjer-wyse,  or  elles  any  o\>er  man  sauowr  by  grace 
\>e  contrarye  here-to,  I  leue  ])e  sayiwg  and  gyfe  stede  to  hym.  It 
sufficeth  to  me  for  to  lyffe  in  trouthe  princypally  and  noghte  in 
felyng. 

IX. 

[Active  and  Contemplative  Life^] 
[Brethirne  and  susteryne  bodely  and  goostely,  two  maner  of  The  two  states 

Church, 

'  The  Lincoln  manuscript  of  this  treatise  being  imperfect,  the  beginning  i.odily  and 
is  supplied  from  a  British  Museum  MS.  (Bibl.  Eeg.  17.  C.  xviii.)  This,  as  el'ostly. 
will  be  observed,  is  in  a  different  dialect  from  the  Thornton  MS.,  being 
more  modem,  and  according  to  Mr.  Morris's  test  of  the  verbal  plurals,  of 
Midland  dialect.  There  is  also  a  MS.  of  the  treatise  in  Cambridge  Uni- 
versity Library,  which  differs  in  dialect  from  both  the  above,  and  aj^jiears 
to  be  of  still  later  date.  We  give  a  sentence  from  each  by  way  of  com- 
parison of  the  spelling  : — 

B.  M. 
Men  that  were  in  pre- 
laci  and  other  also  that 
were  holy  tempo?'elle  mene 
had  fullc  cherite  with  eiffec- 
c/on  with-in  and  also  in 
wirkynge  with-outent. 


Thornton. 
Menc  l>at  ware  in  pj'ela- 
cye  and  o\)er  also  j^at  ware 
haly  tempcralle  mene  had 
full  charite  in  affeccione 
Wi't/t-in  and  also  in  wirk- 
ynge w/t^-owttenc. 


Cambridge. 
Men  I'at  wern  in  prtla- 
cie  and  of'e/r  also  )'at  wern 
tempor.il  men  hadde  ful 
charite  in  atfectioun  witli- 
inne  and  also  in  werkynge 
withouten. 
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THE  WOHKS  OF  THE  ACTIA'E  LIFE  MUST  GO  FIKST. 


The  Ohostly 
state  tlie 
highest. 


The  Ghostly 
state  not 
easily 
readied. 


AVe  must  wait 
and  work. 


What  bodily 
working  is. 


states  ther  bene  in  holy  chirche  be  the  which  cristen  soules 
plesyne  god  and  gettyn  hem  the  blisse  of  hevene,  the  one  is 
bodily,  and  the  other  is  gostely.  Bodely  wirkynge  longith  prni- 
cipally  to  worldely  men  or  women  the  which  haiintene  leuefully 
worldely  goodes,  and  wilfully  vsen  worldely  besynessis.  Also 
itt  longith  to  alle  yonge  begynnynge  men  whiche  come  newe 
oute  of  worldely  synnes  to  the  se^oiyce  of  God,  '"orto  make 
hem  able  to  goostely  wyrkyngts  and  forto  breke  downe  the 
vnbux:omnes  of  the  body  be  skille  And  swich  bodely  wp-k- 
yngis,  that  itt  myght  be  souple  and  redy,  and  not  moch 
contrarious  to  the  spirite  in  gostely  wyrkynge.  For,  as  seynt 
poule  seith,  as  women  was  maade  for  man  and  not  man  fur 
womene,  Ryght  so  bodely  wirkyngis  was  made  for  goostely  and 
not  gostely  for  bodely.  Bodely  wirkyngis  goth  before  and 
gostely  comyth  aftir,  so  seith  seynt  Poule, 

Non  quod  prius  spin'Aiale  sed  quod  prius  animale,  deinde 
spirituale. 

Gostely  werke  comyth  not  firste  but  firste  comyth  bodely 
werke  that  is  doone  l)y  the  body,  and  sithen  comyth  gostely 
aftir,  and  this  is  the  cause  why  itt  behouyth  the  to  be  soo,  for 
we  are  borne  in  synne  and  in  corrupcion  of  the  flesshe,  by  the 
which  we  be  so  blyndet  and  so  ouerlaide,  that  we  haue  nethir 
the  gostely  knoAvynge  of  god  by  light  of  vndirstondynge,  ne 
gostely  felynge  of  hym  by  clene  desire  of  lovynge.  And  for-thi 
we  mowe  not  sodenly  stir  oute  of  this  mirke  pitte  of  this  flesshly 
corrupcion  into  that  gostely  light.  For  we  may  not  suffre  itt 
ne  here  itt  for  sekenes  of  oure  silfe,  no  more  than  we  may  with 
oure  bodely  eene  when  Jjei  be  sore,  beholde  the  light  of  the  sonne. 
And  therfor  we  muste  abide  and  wirke  be  processe  of  tyme. 

Firste  bi  bodily  werkis  besili  vnto  we  be  discharged  of  this 
hevy  birthen  of  synne,  J)e  which  lettith  vs  fro  goostely  wirkynge. 
And  tille  oure  soule  be  somwhat  clensid  from  gret  outewarde 
synnes  and  abiled  to  gostely  werke.  By  this  bodely  wirkynge 
that  I  spake  of  may  jjou  vndirstonde  alle  maner  of  goode  werke 
that  thi  soule  doth  by  pe  wittes  and  the  membres  of  thi  bodi 
vnto  thi  silfe,  as  in  fastynge,  wakeynge,  and  in  refreynynge  of 
thi  flesshly  lustis,  be  othir  pennaunce  doynge,  or  to  thine  even 


FROM  THEM  YOU  MAY  ADVANCE  TO  SPIRITUAL  WORKS.  21 

c?7sten  by  fulfillynge  of  the  declis  of  mercy  bodili  or  gostely  or 
vnto  God  by  suffiynge  of  alle  maner  bodely  mischeves  for  the 
loue   of  rightwisnes.     And  thees  werkis    doone    in   trouth  by   These  works 

are  pleasing 

charite  pleysyn  God,  with  out  the  which  jjei  be  noght.     Than   t"  God. 

who   so   desirithi?   forto  be  occupied  gostely,  hit  is   sekir   and 

profitable  to  hym  that  he  be  firste  welle  assaide  a  longe  tyme 

in  this  bodely  wirkynge,  for  thies  bodely  dedis  ar  tokj'ne  and 

shewynge  of  moralle  vertues,  with-oute  which  a  soule   is   not 

able  forto  werke  gostely.     Breke  downe  firste  pHde  in  bodely    And  a  neces- 

"  •'  I  J      ^ajy  louiida- 

berynge  and  also  with  in  thi  herte  thynkynge,  boostynge,  and    *'"''  ^°!^  '^P'"- 

JO  J        J     a   T  J    a   J  tual  advance- 

prikkj-nge  and  preysynge  of  thi  silfe,  and  of  thi  dedis,  p^'e-  ™^"'- 
sumpige  of  thi  silfe  and  veynlikynge  of  thi  silfe  of  eny  thynge 
that  God  hath  sent  the  bodili  or  gostely.  Breke  downe  also 
envy  and  ire  ayene  thyne  even  cristene,  whe})er  he  be  riche  or 
pore,  goode  of  [or]  badde,  that  ))0u  hate  hym  nott  ne  haue 
disdeyne  of  hym  wilfully  nethir  in  worde,  ne  in  dede.  Alle-so 
breke  doune  Couatise  or  worldely  goode,  ]>at  jjou  for  hoidynge 
or  getynge  or  sauynge  of  itt  off'ende  not  thi  conscience,  ne  breke 
not  charite  to  God  and  to  thi  even  c?'isten,  for  loue  of  no 
worldely  gode,  but  that  )jou  getiste  to  kepe  itt  and  to  spened 
itt  with  oute  loue  or  vaynlikynge  of  itt,  as  reson  askithe,  in 
worship   of  God,   and    helpe   of  thyne    evyn  cristyne.       Breke    when  weii 

exercised  in 

doune  also  as  ))ou  may,  flesshely  likyngis  o]>er  in  accidie  or  in    bodily  good 
bodili  ease,  or  jjlotonie,  or  licherve,  and  ban,  whan  bou  haste  be    ^'^y  advance 

'         '^  '  ./     '  r       '  r  to  spn-itual 

welle  trauailed  and  wele  assaide  in  alle  swich  bodily  wcrki.?,  ^^"'■'^• 
than  may  ]?ou  bi  grace  ordeyne  the  to  goostely  wirkyngis. 
Grace  and  the  goodenes  of  oure  lorde  Ihesu  Cn'ste  that  he 
hath  shewed  to  the,  in  Avith-drawynge  of  thyne  herte  fro  luste 
and  from  likyngis  of  worldely  vanite,  and  vse  of  flesshly  synnes 
and  in  the  turnynge  of  thi  wille  enterely  to  his  seruyce  and  his 
plesaunce,  bryngith  into  my  herte  nmch  mater  to  loue  hym  in 
his  mercy.  And  also  itt  sterith  me  gretly  to  strength  the  in  thi 
goode  purpos  and  thi  wirkynge  that  ))ou  haste  begone,  forto 
brynge  itt  to  a  goode  ende  if  that  I  coude,  and  princi)>ally  for 
God,  and  sithcn  for  tender  afl[ecc?'on  of  loue  which  jiou  haste  to 
me    thoffe  I  bo   a    wicch   and    viiworllii.       I    kiuiwc    well'*   the 
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desire  of  tlii  herte  that  })0U  desiriste  gretely  to  sej-ue  oure  Lorde 
by  goostely  occupacion,  and  holy  with  oute  lettyuge  or  strobil- 
lynge  of  worldely  bespies,  jjat  J?ou  myglit  com  by  grace  to  more 
knowynge  and  gostely  felynge  of  God,  and  of  gostely  thjnigis. 
The  desire  of    This  desire  is  goode,  as  I  hope,  and  of  God,  for  itt  is  sente  vnto 

the  purely 

contemplative  h}-m  specially.  Nevirthelcs  itt  is  to  refi'eyne  and  rewleu  by 
discrecion,  as  even  outwarde  wirkynge  aftir  the  state  that  J)OU 
arte  in,  for  charite  vnrewled  turnyth  som  tyme  into  vice.     And 

But  even  the    for  this  is  ssid  in  holy  Avrite,  Ordinauit  in  me  caintatem,  That 

best  things  •' 

not  always  jg  ^q  ggy  Q^re  lorde  yevjmge  to  me  cherite  sett  itt  in  ordir,  and 
in  reule,  that  itt  shulde  [nat]  be  loste  by  myne  discrecion. 
Right  so  this  charite  and  this  desire  that  oure  lorde  hattth 
yevene,  of  his  mercy,  to  the,  is  forto  rule  and  ordeyne  how  thou 
shalte  pursewe  itt  aftir  ]>{  degi-e  askithe,  and  aftir  the  lyvynge 
that  thou  haste  vsed  by-for  this  tpne,  and  after  the  grace  of 
vertues  that  |)0U  now  haste.  Thow  shalt  not  vttirly  folow  thi 
desire  forto  leve  occupacion  and  besynes  of  the  worlde  Avhich  ar 

The  claims       nedefulle  to  vsen,  ine  reuhiige  of  thi  silfe  and  of  alle  othir  that 

which  active  "^     ^ 

life  has.  ^r  vndir  thi  kepynge,  and  yeve  the  holy  to  gostely  occupacion  of 

prayers  and  holy  meditacions  as  itt  were  a  frere  or  a  monke,  or 
auojjer  man^e  that  war  not  bondene  to  the  worlde  by  children  and 
se?aiantes  as  Jjou  arte,  for  itt  fallith  not  to  the.  And  if  ))ou  doo 
soo  thou  kepiste  not  the  ordire  and  charite.  Also  }-f  j)OU  woldiste 
levene  vttirly  gostely  occupacion,  namely  now  aftir  |)c  grace  that 
God  hath  j-evene  vnto  the,  and  sett  the  holy  to  the  besynes 
of  the  worlde  to  the  fulfillynge  of  the  werkis  of  actife  liffe 
as  fully  as  anothir  mane  that  nevir  felt  deuocion,  thou  leuyste 
the  ordir  of  cherite  for  thi  state  askith  forto  doo  both  ilkone 

The  wniks  of    of   hcm   in  dyv}Ts  tymes.      Thou    shalt    medle   the   werkis   of 

active  and 

contemplative   actife  liffe  with  goostcly  werkis  of  live  comte??iplat'v4'e  and  than 

life  to  be  &  ^  1        J 

joined.  j,ou  dostc  welc.     For  Jjou  shalt  oo  tyme  with  Martha  be  besy 

forto  reule  and  gouerne  thi  householde,  thi  children,  thi  ser- 
uantis,  ])i  neghboris,  and  thi  tenantis ;  if  Jjei  do  welle  comforth 
hem  there-in  and  hclpe  hem,  if  thei  do  e\411e  forto  teche 
hem,  amende  hem,  and  chastise  hem.  And  thou  shalt  also  loke 
and  knowe  wysely  thi  thyngis  and  thi  worldely  goodis  )iat  j^ei  be 
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ryght\v3'sly  kepte  bi  thi  se^-uantis,  gouerncd  and  truly  spendid, 
that  jjou  myght  the  more  plentivosly  fiilfille  the  dedis  of  mercy 
with  hem  vnto  thyne  evyn  cristen.  Also  thou  shalt  with  Maria 
leve  besiues  of  the  world,  and  sitt  dovne  at  the  fete  of  oure  lorde 
by  mekenes  in  prayers  and  in  holy  thoghtzs  and  in  coutempla- 
cion  of  hym  as  he  yevith  the  grace  and  so  shalt  |)0U  goo  from 
the  oone  to  the  othir  medefully,  and  fulfiUe  hem  both,  and  than 
kepiste  J)OU  welle  the  ordir  of  cherite. 

Vnto  what  maner  of  men  lonsjith  actifiPe  liffe  : 

Neuertheles  that  bou  haue  no  wondre  of  this  that  I  say,  here   ""le  three 

'  "^     '  sorts  of  lives: 

fore  I  shalle  telle  and  declare  to  the  a  litille  of  this  more  opynly.   j^|,f ',^-ji^'g"' 

))0U  shfflt  vnderstonde  that  ]>ere  is  iij  maner  of  livyngis.      One  is   ^"^  Mixed. 

actife,  anothir  comtemplatife,  the  thride  is  made  of  both  and  that 

is  medlid.     Actyfe  lifFe  alon  that  longith  to  worldely  men  and   J^g°^®^,^gjj°g 

womew  which  ar  lerned  in  knowynge^  of  gostely  occupacion,  for  {Jfg/^'^"'''^ 

Jjci  fele  no  sauoure  ne  deuocion  be  feruowr  of  loue,  as  othir  men 

doo,  ne  thei  can  no  skille  of  itt,  and  yitt  nevirtheles  thei  haue 

drede  of  God,  and  of  the  payne  of  helle  and  jjerefore  thei  fle 

synue,  and  thei  haue  desire  forto  please  God,  and  forto  com  to 

heven,  and  a  goode  wille  hauen  to  her  evene  cristene.   Vnto  these 

men  itt  is  nedefulle  and  spedefuUe  to  vse  the  werkis  of  Actife 

liffe  als  besili  as  jjei  may  in  the  helpe  of  hem  silfe  and  of  hir 

even  cristene  for  thei  can  nott  els  doo. 

Vnto  wliicli  men  longith  contemplatife  liff. 

Oontemplatife  liffe  alon  longith  to  swychc  men  and  women   Those  who 

are  called  to 

that  for  the  louc   of  Godd  for-saken  alle  opyn  synnes  of  the   the  life  con- 
templative, 
worlde,  and  of  hir  flesshe,  and  alle  besynes  chargis  and  grevance 

of  worldely  goodis,  and  makcn  hem  silfe  pore  and  naked  to  the 

bare   nede  of  the  bodili  kynde,  and  fre  fro  soueraynte  of  alle 

othir  men,  to  the  seruioe  of  God.     Vnto  thies  men  itt  longith 

forto  trauaile  and   occupy  hem  inwardly  forto  gett  thorow  the 

grace  of  our  Lorde  clennes  in  hcrte,  and  i)cs  in  conscience,  bi  the 

'  nothing  (?). 
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Those  who 

are  called  to 

the  Mixed 

life. 

The  secular 

clergy. 


Rich  men 

who  have 
devout  iucli- 
iialioiis. 


Such  men 
cannot 
aliandon 
tlieir  active 
duties  with- 
out sin. 


Neither  must 
they  neglect 
spiritual 
duties. 


distroynge  of  synne  and  receyvynge  of  vertues,  and  so  forto  com 
to  the  comtemplacioii ;  which  clennes  may  not  be  hadd  with  out 
gi-et  excersyice  of  body  and  continuelle  trauaile  of  the  spirit,  in 
deuoute  prayei's,  feruent  desires,  and  gostely  meditacions. 

Ynto  which  men  longith  medeHd  liffe. 

The  thride  lifFe,  that  is  medlid  liffe,  itt  longith  to  men  of  holi- 
chirch,  as  to  prelates  and  to  o\>er  Curatis,  the  which  ban  cure 
and  souerante  ouer  othir  men  forto  teche  and  reule  hem,  both 
hir  bodies  and  hir  soules,  p?*incipally  ine  fiilfillynge  of  the  dedis 
of  mercy  bodili  and  gostely.  Vnto  thes  men  itt  longith  som 
tymc  to  vseue  werkis  of  mercy  in  actife  liffe  in  helpe  and  susti- 
naunce  of  hem  silfe  and  of  hir  sugcttis  and  of  othir  also,  and  som 
tjme  forto  leve  alle  maner  of  besiues  ovtewarde  and  yeve  hem 
vnto  prayers  and  meditacions  and  redynge  of  holy  writt,  and  to 
othir  gosteli  occupacions  after  that  thei  fele  hem  disposed.  Also 
itt  longith  to  som  temporalle  men  the  which  ban  soueraynte 
with  michelle  haver  of  worldely  goodis,  and  ban  also  as  itt  wer 
lordissbipjo  ouer  othir  mene  forto  gouerne  and  sustene  hem,  as  a 
fader  hath  ovir  his  children,  a  maistre  ouer  his  seruantis,  and  a 
lorde  ovir  his  tenantis,  the  which  men  ban  also  receyved  of  oure 
Itordis  yifte  grace  of  deuocion,  and  in  party  sauoure  of  gostely 
occupacion,  vnto  these  men  also  longith  medlid  liffe,  that  is  both 
actife  and  contemplatlfe.  For  if  }>ese  men  stoudynge  the  charge 
and  the  boude  which  thei  haue  takene,  wille  leve  vtteHy  the 
besynes  of  the  world,  the  which  owe  skilfully  to  be  vsed  in  ful- 
fillynge  of  hir  charge,  and  booly  yeve  hem  to  contemplatlfe  liffe 
thei  doo  not  welle  for  thei  kepe  nott  the  ordir  of  cherite.  For 
charite,  as  jjou  knowiste,  litb  both  ine  loue  of  God  and  of  thyne 
evyne  cristene,  and  ])ere  fore  itt  is  resouwable  that  he  that  hath 
cherite  vse  both  ine  wirkynge  now  to  the  one  and  now  to  the 
othir.  For  he  ])at  for  jie  loue  of  God  ine  contemplacton  levith 
the  loue  of  his  evyn  cristene,  and  doth  not  to  hym  as  he  oghfc 
when  he  is  bonden  ))ere  to,  he  fulfiUith  no  cherite.  Also  on  the 
conti'ary  wise  who  so  hatith^  gi'et  I'ewarde  to  wirke  actife  liffe 
'  or  hattth. 
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and  to  besinnes  of  \>e  worlde  that  for  the  loiic  of  his  evyne  cristene 
he  levith  gostely  occupacion  vtterly  after  })at  god  hath  disposed 
hem  there  too  thei  fulfills  not  cherite.  This  is  the  seynge  of 
seynt  Gregory.     For  thi  our  Lorde  forto  stere  som  forto  vse  this   Our  Lord 

practised  the 

medlid  liffe  toke  vpon  hyin  silfe  the  persone  of  swiche  maner  of  Mixed  life. 

men,  both  of  prelates,  and  of  othir  swich  as  ar  disposed  ther-to 

as  I  haue  seide,  and  yave  hem  ensample  by  his  owen  wirkynge 

that  thei  shulde  vse  this  medlid  liffe  as  he  did,  that  tyme  he 

comyned  with  men  and  medled  with  men,  shewynge  to  hem  his 

dedis  of  mercy.     For  he  taght  the  vn -con the  and  vn-kunnynge 

by  his  prechynge,  he  vesited  ye  seke  and  helid  hem  of  hir  sores, 

he  fedde  the  hungry  and  he  conforted  the  sory.     And  an  othir 

tym  he  lefte  \>e  cowuersacion  of  alle  worldely  men,  and  of  his 

disciplis,  and  went  into  disserte  vpon  the  hilles,  and  continued 

alle  night  in  prayers  alone,  as  the  gospelle  seith.     pis  medlid 

liffe  shewith  oure  lorde  in  hym  silfe  to  ensample  of  alle  othir 

that  han  taken  the  charge  of  jjis  medlid  liffe  that  ]>ei  shuld  oo 

tyme  yevene  hem  to  besynes  and  worldely  thyngis  att  resonable 

nede,  and  to  the  werkes  of  actiffe  liffe  in  profitt  of  her  encres- 

ynge,  which  jjei  haue  cure  of.     And  ane  othir  tyme  yive  hem 

holy   to    deuoc^on    and   to    contemplacion    in   prayers   and    in 

meditacion.  ' 

How  holy  bisshopes  vsed  medled  lifFe, 

This  liffe  ledde  and  vsed  this  holy  Bisshopis  be-for  which  had   Holy  bishops 

have  used 

cure    of  mennes  soules    and  ministracion  of  temporalle  goodz's.    ''"^  life. 

For  thcs  holy  meue  lefte  not  witterly  the  mi?itstrac«on  of  the 

lokynge  and  the  dispendynge  of  worldely  good  is,  and  yeve  hem 

holy  to  comtemplacton,  as  moch  comtemplacion  as  thei  had.  But 

thei  lefte  fulle  of  hir  owen  reste  in  comtemplaczon  wlien^  thei  had 

welle  lever  haue  bene  stille  jjat  for  loue  of  hir  even  cristene  ))ei 

intermettid  hem  with  worldely  besynes  in  helpynge  of  hir  sugettis 

and  sothly  that  was  charitc.     For  wysely  and  discretely  thei  de-   And  in  both 

,  .  parts  of  it 

parted  hir  levynge  in  two,  O  tyme  thei  fulfilled  the  lower  pa?"ty   exercised 

'      charity. 

of  cherite  bi  werkw;  of  actife  liffe  fur  tliei  wer  bondcn  \>er  to  by 
•  J\1S.  wher. 
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takynge  of  theire  prelacies.  Aud  a-notliir  tyme  thei  fulfilled  the 
hyei-  party  of  cherite  iue  contemplacioii  of  God  aud  of  gostely 
thyngis,  by  prayers  and  meditac?'ons,  aud  so  thei  had  cherite  to 
God  and  to  hir  evyne  cWsteue,  both  in  affecciou  of  soule  with-in 
Aud  also  with  shewynge  of  bodili  dedis  with-outene.  O^er  men 
that  wer  oonly  comtemplatiffe  and  were  free  from  alle  cures  and 
prelaci  ]>ei  had  fuUe  cherite  to  God  and  to  hir  evyne  cmten,  but 
itt  was  oonly  in  affeccion  of  hir  soule  and  not  ine  outewarde 
shewjTige,  and  in  hap  so  moch  itt  was  more  fulle  inwarde  ])ei 
myght  not  ne  itt  nede  not  ne  itt  felle  not  for  hyme. 

But  these  men  that  were  in  prelaci  and  othir  also  that  were 

holy  temporelle  meue  had  fulle  cherite  with  affeccion  with-in  and 

•     also  iue  wirkynge  Avith-outeue,  aud  that  is  propirly  this  medled 

liffe  that  is  made  both  of  actiffe  and  of  comtemplatiffe  liffe.] 

The  mixed  For  swilke  a  maue  Jjat  es  in  spiVi/uelle  soueraynte  as  in  pre- 

life  the  best       ...  „  i  i  • 

for  prelates      lacye,  Ml  curc,  m  gouernance  of  ober,  as   prelates  bene,  or  in 

and  lords  and 

those  who       temperalle  soueraynte,  as  werldly  lordes  and  maysters  bene,  I 

have  temporal  .  . 

possessions,     haldc  Jjis  mellidc  lyfe  beste  and  maste  by-houely  to  j)am,  als  lange 

But  for  others  als  ]>ay  ere  bowndene  \>er-to.     Bot  to  o^er,  Jjat  ere  fre  and  noghte 

tr"b''^t"^       bowndene  to  tempe?*ale  mynystr«cyone,  ne  to  spm7ualle,  T  hope 

J)at  lyfe   co>itemplatyfe  allane,   if   })ay  niyghte   com   sothefastly 

]>are-to,  were  beste  and  maste  spedfull,  maste  medfull  and  faire, 

aud  maste  worthi  to  pava  for  to  vse  aud  to  halde,  and  noghte  for 

to  leue  wilfully  for  naue  outwarde  werkes  of  actyfe  lyfe,  bot  if 

it  ware  in  gret  nede  at  gret  releuynge  and  conforthynge  of  ojjer 

Which  how-     uicu  ouj^e?"  of  bairc  body  or  of  baire  saule.     Thane,  if  nede  aske, 

ever  may  be 

abandoned  if    at  be  i)rayere  and  iustamice  of  ober,  or  elles  at  he  biddyuge  of 

need  require.  r     I       J  r     >  r  J    o 

o]jer  governaunce,  I  hope  it  es  gude  to  Jjame  for  to  schewe  out- 
warde werkes  of  actyfe  lyfe  for  a  tpue  in  hel])ynge  of  ])aire 
eueucristeue.  By  this  that  I  hafe  saide  ))0U  may  in  pa)-ty  vndir- 
stande  whilke  es  a  lyfe  and  whilke  es  o])er,  aud  whilke  accordis 
But  for  thee     maste  to  thi  state  of  lyffynge.     Aud  sothely,  as  me  thynke,  this 

the  mixed  life 

is  most  tit  as    mcllid  h^'e  accoi'dis    maste   to    be,   ffor  sene  oure   Lorde  hase 

being  placed  ' 

in  a  post  of      ordayucdc  be  and  sette  he  in  he  state  of  souej-aynte  ouer  ober,  als 

dignity  and  J  r  Y  Y  J  Y     ' 

■■"'e-  mekelle  als  it  es,  aud  lout  ]>e  habowndance  of  werldly  gudes  for 

to  rcwle  and  susteue  sj)ecyally  all  ]?osc  j^at  are  vndire  thi  gouer- 


THIS  IS  AN  ACCEPTABLE  SERVICE  OF  OUR  LORD.  27 

nance  and  thi  lordchipe,  after  tlii  myghte  and  thi  cunwynge,  and 

also  after  thou  base  ressayuede  gi-ace  of  )je  mercy  of  oure  Lorde 

Godd  for  to  hafe  su?>iwhate  knawynge  of  thi  selfe  and  gastely 

desyre  and  sa.\our  of  his  lufe,  I  hope  ))at  J)is  lyfe  j)at  es  inellide 

es  beste,  and  accordes  maste  to  \e  for  to  trauelle  \e  J)are-in. 

And  J>at  es  to  depart  wyesly  thi  lyffynge  in  two  ;  a  tynie  to  \e  it  is  fitting 

tane  and  anober  tyme  to  he  tober ;  ffor,  wiet  bou  wele,  if  hou  leue   should  care- 

f  -^  Y  Y      >  ■>  r  '         r  fully  divide 

nedfull  besynes  of  actyf  lyfe,  and  be  rekles,  and  take  ua  kepe  of  youV  liie  into 

•'  .J       J      '  '  i  t^vQ  parts,  one 

thi  werldly  gudes,  how  ])ay  be  spendide  and  kepide,  ne  hafe  no  ^J[g7^'iF(|*J^j. 
force  of  thi  sugetis  and  of  thyne  euencristene,  by-cause  of  desire   "^ss. 
and  will  ^at  Jjou  base  anely  for  to  gyffe  j?e  to  gastely  ocupacyone, 
wenande  Jjat  jjou  arte  therby  excusede — if  ])ou  do  so,  ^ou  dose 
noghte  wysely.     Whate  are  all  thi  werkes  worthe,  whetliire  |jay 
be  bodyly  or  gastely,  bot  if  thay  be  done  ryghtefully  and  reson- 
nably,  to  \e  wirchipp  of  Godde,  and  at  His  byddynges  1     Now 
sothely  righte  noghte.     Thane,  if  jjou  leue  J>at  thynge  ))at  ])0u   To  devote 
arte  boAvndene  to,  by  way  of  charite,  apone  riglite  and  resone,   tireiy  to  God, 
and  will  hally  gyfFe  ^e  to  a-no|)er  thynge,  wilfully  as  it  ware,  for  ^Ygg'^lg^',,^^"" 
mare  plesance  of  hym,  whilke  jjow  arte  noghte  bowndene  to,  thou  {Jj^™^  *** 
dose  noghte  wii'chipe  discretly  to   Hym.      Thou  ai'te  besy  to 
wirchipe  his  heuede  and  his  face,  and  aray  it  faire  and  curjiisly, 
bot  ))0u  leues  his  body  and  ))e  armes  and  Jje  fete  raggede  and 
rente  and  takes  no  kepe  ))are-of.     And  ))an  jjou  wirchipis  hym 
nosrhte.     fFor  it  es  a  velany  a  man  for  to  be  curyously  arrayede   Tins  is  to  jmy 

^  _  -^  J  J  J      ^       respect  to  the 

apone  his  heuede  wit/i  perre  and  precyous  stanes,  and  all  his   iie^d  but  to 

*^  11./'  neglect  the 

body  be  nakede  and  bare  as   it  ware  a  beggcre.     Righte   so,   lower  mem- 

gastely,  it  cs  no  wyrchipe  to  Godd  for  to  couer  His  heuede  and 

leue   His  body  bare.      Thou   sail  vndirstaudc   bat  oure   Lorde   cinist  is  the 

•'  '  ,  head  of  a 

Ihesu  Criste,  as   mane,  es  heuede  of  a  gastely  body,  whilke  es   i-ody,  which 

Haly  Kirke.     The  membris  of  this  body  are  all  cristene  mene,   fimrch. 

Some  are  armes  and  some  are  fete,  and  some  ere  o\er  membris 

aftire  sundre  wirkynges  )>at  J)ay  vse  in  thaire  lyffynge.     Than  if 

bou  be  besy  wit/t  all  bi  myghte  for  to  arraye  his  heuede,  bat  es   And  this  his 

for  to  wirchipe  hym  selfe  by  uiynde  of  his  passione  or  of  his  ober  .vourcareor 

'•/•'''  '■  '  you  will  not 

werkes  in  his  maiihede  l)y  deuocyone  and  meditacyone  of  Hym,   please  him. 
and   forgetis   his   fete,    J^at    eve    thi    cliildive,    tlii    s^'ruantos,    thi 
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tenawntes  and  all  tliyne  euenci'istyne,  and  latis  J)ame  spill  for 
defaute  of  kepynge — unarayede,  unkepide,  and  noghte  tente  to 
as  )>ame  aughte  for  to  be,  thou  pleses  Hym  noghte,  ffor  )}0U 
duse  no  wirchipe  to  Hym.  Thou  makes  ]je  for  to  kysse  His 
mouthe  by  deuocyone  and  gastely  prayere,  bot  ]>ou  tredis  apone 
his  fete  and  defoules  Jjame,  in  als  mekill  als  |)ou  Avill  noghte  tente 
to  thaym  for  neclygence  of  ))i-selfe  of  whilke  \>ou  base  takyne 
cure.  This  me  thynke.  Neue/'-^Ae-lesse  if  ]>ou  thynke  jjat  ]>'.s 
es  noghte  sothe,  for  it  ware  a  fayrere  offyce  to  w}Tchype  ]>e 
heuede  of  Hyme,  as  for  to  be  alday  ocupiede  in  meditacyone  of 
His  manhede,  })an  for  to  go  lawere  to  ojjer  werkcs  and  make 
clene  his  fete,  as  for  to  be  besy  bathe  in  thoghte  and  dede 
aboute  ye  helpe  of  thyn  euencristene  in  tyme — me  thynke  noghte 
He  will  not      so  as  vu-to  he.     Sothely  He  will  cune  the  more  thanke  for  meke 

tliaiik  you  for  i>  t  •      p  •    i         p 

.levotion  to      waschehyuge  of  his  fete  whene  thay  ere  righte  foule  and  stynkyng 

himself,  if  you 

neglect  iiis       appone  the  ban  for  all  be  preeyouse  payntynge  and  be  array nge 

poorer  raeni-  .  x^.^o 

bers.  j,at  you  liaue  made  aboute  his  heuede  by  mynde  of  his  manhede. 

ffor  it  es  faire  enoghe  and  nedis  noghte  mekill  to  be  arayede  of 
ye.  Bot  his  fete  and  his  o))e?'  membris,  that  ere  thi  sugetts  and 
thyne  euencristyne,  ere  sumtyme  euyll  aiTayede  and  had  nede  for 
to  be  lukedc  to  and  holpyne  by  Jje,  and  namely  sene  you  erte 

But  for  care     bowndc'iie  bare-to ;  and  for  thaym  will  He  cun  the  mekill  thanke 

for  tliem  lie 

will  give  thee    jf  uqu  will  mekelv  and  tendirly  hike  bame.   ffor  be  mare  lawe 

great  thanks.  '  •'  J  r  r 

seruyce  )>at  yotc  duse  to  y'l  Lorde,  for  lufe  of  Hyme,  vn-to  any  of 
His  membris,  whene  nede  and  rightwysnes  askes  wi'tA  a  glade 
meke  herte,  the  mare  pleses  yoic  Hyme  :  thynkand  J)at  it  wave 
enoghe  for  ye  for  to  be  at  jje  leste  degre  and  laweste  state  sen  it 
es  His  will  at  it  be  so,  ffor  it  semys,  sen  He  base  putt  ye  in  ))at 
state,  for  to  trauelle  and  serue  oyer  mene  yat  it  es  His  will 
I  say  not  this    bat  bow  suld  fulfill  it  at  thi  myghte.     This  ensample  1  say  to  Jje 

because  vou  x  «•       t  i 

do  not  so,  but  noghte  for  you  duse  noghte  bus  as  I  say,  nor  1  hope  you  duse 

to  encourage  or 

you-  j)us  and  better,  bot  for  I  walde  yat  yoti  sulde  do  yus  gladly,  and 

noghte  for  to  leue  sumtyme  gastely  ocupacyone  and  entermete  ye 
with  werldly  besynes  in  wyse  kepynge  and  dispendynge  of  thi 
werldly  gudes,  and  gud  rewlynge  of  }>i  seruf««ites  and  yi 
tena?<utes,  and   in   oyer  gude  werkes   doynge,   vn-to   alle    J)inc 


LESSONS  FROM  THE  IIISTOKY  Of  JACOB^  LEAII^  AND  RACHEL.  29 

euencristeue  at  bi  myglite.     B(jt  for  ))at  bou  sukle  dou  bathe  in    nmii  forms  of 

'  _  _  duty  are  true 

dyvers    tyni   witA  a  gud   wille,    J)e   tane   and   \>c   tojjer,   if   ]>ou  spiritual  oc- 

myghte;  as  if  \>ou  hade  pntycde  and  bene  ocupiede  gastely  \>ou 

sail  aftir  certeyne  tyiue  breke  of  jjat,  and  ]>ou  sail  besyly  and 

gladly  ocupye  ]>e  in  sume  bodily  ocupacione  vnto  thyne  euene 

cristene.     Also  when   you  base  bene  besye  owtwarde  a  while 

■with  till  seruauntes  or  with  o\>er  mene  p?'ofitably,  ]>om  sail  breke 

offe  and  come  agayne  to  Jji  prayers  and  thi  deuocyone  after  Godd 

gyfs  ]>e  gi'ace,  and  so  sail  \>07i  put  away  by  grace  of  oure  Lorde  The  remem- 

sleuthe,  ydilnes,  and  vayne  riste  of  thi  selfe  bat  conies  uudir   '*iii  prevent 

*'  _       *'  '  Wiiste  of  time 

coloure  of  co«teraplacione  and  lettes  )je  sumtyme  fra  medfuU  and  ".'  tontempia- 

spedfull  ocupacione  in  owtewarde  besynes,  and  J)0?<  sail  be  ay 

wele  ocupiede  ou\>er  bodyly  or  gastely.     Thai'e-fore  if  ]>ou  Avill 

do  wele  hott  sail  jjastely  als  as  Jacob  did  bodily.      Haly  Write   "^''"'  ™u»t  ^^ 

r  »  J  •'  "^  like  Jacob, 

saise  bat  Jacob  whene  he  besi'ane  for  to  serue  his  mayster  Labane   ^\ho  was 

I  ^  •'  obliged  to 

he  couete   Kachelle  his  mayster  doghter  to    his  wyfe   for  hir  I'^'i'' ^',f '\  , 

J  a  J  beforeKachel. 

fairehede,  and  for  hir  he  seruede.  Bot  whene  he  wende  to  hafe 
hade  hire  to  his  wife  he  take  firste  Lya  jie  toj^er  doghter  in  stede 
of  Rachelle  and  aftirwarde  he  tuke  Eachelle  and  so  he  hade 
bathe  at  be  laste.     By  Jacob  in  Haly  Writt  es  vndirstande  ane  By  Jacob  is 

meant  one 

ouei'ganojer  of  synnes.     By  bise  two  wymmene  ere  vndirstandene  ^iio  over- 

°       ^  •'         _  -^    '  _  •'  comes  sins. 

as  Sayne  Gregor  saise,  two  lyfes  in  Haly  Kyi'ke,  actyfe  lyfe  and  Leah  and 
contemplatyfe.     Lya  es  als  mekill   at  say  as  trauyliouse,  and  *''e.t«o  sorts 

i.        J  -I  J  J  ^  of  hves,  active 

betakyns  actyfe  lyfe.  Rachelle  syghte  of  begyu'^ynge,  )>at  es  'ij'd.contem- 
Godd,  and  betakyns  lyfe  contemplatyfe.  Lya  was  frwtefull  bot 
scho  was  sarc  eghede.  Rachelle  was  faire  and  lufely  bot  scho 
was  barrayne.  Than  rightc  as  Jacob  couetid  Rachelle  for  hir 
fairehede  and  neuer-jje-lesse  he  had  hir  noghte,  whene  he  walde, 
bot  firste  he  tuke  Lya  and  aftir-wardc  hir,  righte  so,  ilk  mane, 
twrnede  by  gi'ace  of  compu?«ccyone  sothefastly  fra  synnes  of  J>e 
werlde  and  of  Jje  flesche,  vn-to  jje  seruyce  of  Godd  and  clennes 
of  gude  lyffynge,  base  gret  desyre  and  gret  langynge  for  to  hafe 
Rachelle,  ]jat  es  for  to  hafe  ryste  and  gastely  swetnes  in  deuo- 
cyone and  conteraplacione,  for  |)at  es  so  faire  and  so  lufely.  And 
in  hope  for  to  hafe  jiat  lyfe  anely  he  disposes  hym  for  to  seTnie 
oure  Lorde  wyth  all  his  myghtes.     Bot  ofte  whene  he  wencs  for 
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Those  that       to  liafe  Rachelle,  bat  es  riste  in  deuocvone,  oure  Lorde  suffers 

desire  Rachel  ^  J         ' 

^u-  °^'dt  ^'^^  ^J^^  firste  to  be  assayede  wele  and  trauelde  with  Lya,  ]jat  es 

take  Leah.       ou])er  with  gret  temptacions  of  )>e  werlde  or  of  \)e  deiielle,  or 

ells  with  o]>er  werldly  besynes  bodily  or  gastely  in  helpyng  of  his 

euencristyne.     And  whene  he  es  wele  trauelde  with  pam  and 

But  after-        uerhaude  ouer-comene,  than  oure  Lorde  i^yffes  hym  Rachelle  bat 

wards  Rachel  OJ  J  r 

is  given.  es  gi'ace  of  deuocyone  and  riste  in  concience.     And  so  base  he 

bathe  Rachelle  and  Lya.     So  sail  you  do  after  ensau7>iple  of 

^ou must       Jacob,  take  bise  two  lyfes  actyfe  and  cojitemplatyfe  sen  Godd 

take  both  the  '  r  J  J  I        J 

lives.  hase  sett  the  bathe  ]>e  tane  and  pe  to])er.     By  ]>e  taa  lyfe,  )jat  es 

actyfe,  pou  sail  brynge  furthe  fruyte  of  many  gude  dedis  in  helpe 
of  thyne  euencristene.  And  by  ]>e  to\>er  ))ou  sail  be  made  and 
•bryghte  and  clene  in  Jie  behakhTige  of  souerayne  bryghtenes,  ]>at 

Thus  shall        es  Godd,  begyunyuge  and  ende  of  all  bat  es  made.     And  ban  sail 

you  be  like  ^       oJ       J    o  r  Y 

Jacob,  an        hou  be  sothcfastlv  Jacob  and  ouerganger  and  ouercomjnere  of  all 

overconier  of  o       o 

sins,  and  then   syuucs,  and  after  by  be  grace  of  Godd  thi  nam  sail  l)e  chaungede, 

Israel,  that  IS,      •'  '  J    r     n  e         ' 

one  that  sees    as  Jacobc  uaiue  was  turnede  in-to  Israel.     Israel  es  als  mckill  at 

<  loa. 

say  als  a  mane  seande  Godd.  Than  if  ))0?i  be  firste  Jacol)  and 
discretly  will  A-se  })ise  two  lyfes  in  tyme,  J>ou  sail  be  aftir  Isi-ael 
Jiat  es  verray  co?itemplatyfe.  Ouj^er  in  ))is  lyfe  he  will  delyuer 
J)e  and  make  pe  free  fra  charge  of  besynes,  whilke  ])0U  ert 
boundene  to,  or  ells  after  Jjis  lyfe  fully  in  Jje  blysse  of  Heuene 
when  ^fou  comes  thedire.  Contemplative  lyfe  es  faire  and 
You  may  de-    niedfuU  and  bare-fore  hou  sail  aye  hafe  it  in  des\Te.     Bot  bo?t 

sire  the  life  !  i  j  j  r 

contemplative   sail  hafe  in  vseynge  mekill  be  lyfe  actyfe  for  it  es  so  nedfull  and 

but  you  must  Jo  y       J  J 

active.^  "^^  ^"  spedfull.  And  jjarc-fore  if  ^ou  be  putt  fra  thi  reste  l)y  deuo- 
cyone wliene  ]>e  ware  leueste  be  stille  J)ar-at,  by  thy  childire,  thy 
seruantes,  or  by  any  of  thyne  euencristene,  for  jjaire  profyte  or 

Therefore  be     ese  of  baire  hertes  skilfully  askide.  be  noirhte  anorry  with  bame, 

not  sad  if  '  *  -  o  o  J  r  ' 

worldly  busi-    nc  hcu}',  nc  dredfuU  as  if  Godd  wald  be  wrathe  with  the  bat  bo?* 

ness  takes  T        f 

devo'tiZ'Zu  ^^^^^  ^y^^  foi'  *^"y  f^l'6''  thynge,  ffor  it  es  noghte  so.  Bot  lyghtly 
nirist  aiid  it  J"''*  ^^"®  ^^  ^^^'  deuocyone  wheyj^er  it  be  in  prayers  or  in  medi- 
spTrituaiiv  tacyons,  and  goo  do  thi  dett  and  ]>\  seruyse  to  )jine  euencristene 
profitable  to  ^Is  rcdily  als  as  if  oure  Lorde  hymselfe  bade  ]>&  do  so.  And 
suffire  mekely  for  his  lufe  witA-owttene  gruchynge  if  pou  may, 
and  dissese  and  trubblynge  of  \ii  herte  by-cause  of  mellynge  with 
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swylke  besynes,  fFor  it  may  fall  sumtynie  })at  \>e  trubylyere  pat 
))0U  base  bene  owtwarde  vfith  actj-fe  werkes,  the  mare  brynnande 
desyre  )jou  sail  hafe  to  Godd,  and  ]>e  more  clere  syghte  of  gostely 
tbynges  by  grace  of  oure  Lorde  iu  deuocyone  when  ))0U  comes 
)jare-to.  ffor  it  faris  ]>er-hy  as  if  ])0U  bade  a  littill  cole  and  ))0U 
walde  make  a  fyre  bare-witb  and  ger  it  bryne.     Thou  wald  fyi-ste    The  good 

J         I  o  J  •/  works  of 

lay  to  stykkes  and  ouer  hille  \e  cole,  and  if  it  semyd  as  for  a    fi^*J\^,|.'^^ji^Jf^ 

tyme  )jat  ]>o\\  sulde  qwenche  \e  cole  with  ])i  stykkes  neuer-))e-lesse    "j,'e  coaTtT 

whene  ])0U   base  habedyne  a  while    and    after  blawes  a  lyttill,    ''""'• 

onane    sprynges    a    grete    ilawmc    of  fyre,   for   J)e   stykkes  ere 

twrnede  to  fp-e.     Kighte  so  gastely,  thi  will  and  thi  desyi-e  ))at 

Jjow  base  to  Godd  it  es,  as  it  ware,  a  littill  cole  of  fyi'e  in  j;i 

saule,  jBFor  it  gj^es  to  \e  su«iwbate  of  gostely  hete  and  gostely 

lyghte,  bot  it  es  full  lyttill,  flfor  ofte  it  waxes  colde  and  twrnes  to 

fleschely  riste,  and  sumtyme  i?ito  ydilnes.     fFor-)ji  it  es  gude  )>at 

]>ou  putte   jjare-to  stykkes,  )jat  ere  gud  werkes  of  actyfe  lyfe. 

And  if  so  bee  J>at  |)ire  werkes  as  it  semes,  for  a  tyme  lette  thi 

des}Te  |)at  it  may  noghte  be  so  cleue  ne  so  feruente  as  })0U  walde, 

be  noghte  to  dredfulle  )jare-fore,  bot  babyde  and  suffire  a  while, 

and  so  blawe  at  be  f\Te,  bat  es,  firste  do  thi  werkes  and  go  bane    Fear  not  that 

allane  to  bi  prayers  and  thi  meditacyons,  and  lifte  vp  thi  herte   accept  the 

i      r      J  J         ^  i  works  aone  to 

to  Godd,  and  pray  Hym  of  His  gudnes  })at  He  will  accepte  thi   please  him. 

werkis  j^at  \o\\  duse  to  His  plesance.     Halde  ])ou  Jiam  as  noghte 

in  thyne  awene  syghte,  bot  anely  at  Jje  mercy  of  Hym.     Be  a 

knowe  mekely  thi  wrechidnes  and  thi  frelte,  and  arett  all  thi 

gude  dedis  sothefastely  to  Hyme  in  als  mekill  als  J)ay  ere  gude, 

and  in  als  mekill  als  Jjay  ere  badde,  noghte  don«e  wit  A  all  \e 

circumstance  ))at  ere  nedfuU  vn-to  gude  dedis,  for  defaute  of  dis- 

crecione,  put  tham  vn-to  thi  selfe.     And  for  )>is  meknes  sail  all 

thi  dedis  titrne  in-to  flawme  of  fyre  as  stykkes  laide  apone  )je  cole. 

And  so  sail  g-ude  dedis  owtewarde  noghte  byndire  thi  deuocyone,    Your  good 

bot  rayber  make  it  mare.     Oure  Lorde  sayse  in  Haly  Write  bus   hinder  your 

•' '  J  J  I  devotion,  but 

'  Ignis  in  altare  mco  seiMper  ardebit  et  sacerdos  mane  surgens   rather  make 
subiciet  ligna  ut  ignis   won   extywguatur.'      Fyre,  be  sayse  sail 
bryn   in   myne  antir  and  \e  priste  rysande  at  morne  sail  putt 
undire  stykkys  jjat  it  be  noghte  qwcncbed.      This  fire  es  lufo  and 
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THE  TRUE  FIRE  OF  DEVOTION. 


Tlie  fire  of 
devotion 
must  be  fed 
■with  divers 
sorts  of  fuel. 


One  is  learn- 
ed in  Holy 
AVrit  and 
doctors'  saws. 
Another 
being  unlet- 
tered must 
be  content 
with  bodily 
deeds. 


As  you  have 
received  a 
spark  of  this 
tire  you  must 
nourish  it 
with  fuel. 


This  fire  is 
the  desire  for 
God. 


desire  to  Godd  in  saule  whilke  lufe  nedis  to  be  nureschede  and 
kepide  by  laynge  to  of  stykkis  jjat  it  goo  noghte  owtte.  Thise 
stykkes  ere  of  dyuerse  niatire  ;  some  ere  of  a  tre  and  some  er  of 
anoper.  A  mane  or  a  womane  |>at  es  letterede  and  base  vndir- 
standynge  in  Haly  Writt  if  he  bafe  ]>\s  desire  of  deuocyone  in  his 
herte,  it  es  gude  vn-to  hym  for  to  gedire  hym  stekkis  of  haly 
ensaujipills  and  saynges  of  oure  Lorde  by  redynges  of  Haly  Write, 
and  noresche  jie  fyi-e  with  thaym.  Ano]>er  mane  or  a  womane 
unletterede  may  noght  so  redyly  hafe  at  his  hand  Haly  Writt 
and  doctours  sawes,  and  for-thi  it  nedis  to  hym  to  do  many  gnd 
Averkis  owtewarde  to  his  eueue  cristyne  and  kyudill  \->e  fire  of  lufe 
with  tliame.  And  so  it  es  gude  ilke  mane  in  his  degi'e,  aftir  he  es 
disposede,  J)at  he  gette  hym  stykkes  of  a  thyng  or  of  oper,  oujjer 
prayers  or  gude  meditacyons  or  redynges  in  Haly  Writt,  or  gude 
bodily  wyrkynges  for  to  nuresche  \>e  desire  of  lufe  in  his  saule 
jjat  it  be  noghte  qwenchede  ;  ftbr  \>e  affeccyone  of  lufe  es  teudir 
and  lyghtly  will  vanysche  awaye,  bot  if  it  be  wele  kepide  and  by 
gud  dedis  bodyly  or  gastely  cowtenualy  nuresched.  Now  )>ane 
sene  oure  Lorde  base  sente  in-to  thi  herte  a  littill  sparke  of  his 
blysside  fire  ))at  es  hym-selfe,  as  Haly  Writt  saise  '  Deus  noster 
ignis  co?2Sumens  est,'  oure  Lorde  es  fjTe  wastande — ffor  as  bodily 
f}'re  wastes  all  bodily  thynges  jjat  may  be  wastyde,  righte  so 
gastely  f}Te,  J>at  es  Godd,  wastis  all  maner  of  syne  whare  so  it 
fallis,  and  for-thi  oure  Lorde  es  lykkende  to  fyre  wastande — 
I  pray  ]>e  hertly  dere  syster  incresche  j)is  fire.  This  fire  es 
noghte  ellis  bot  lufe  and  charj-te ;  pis  hafe  He  sent  in  till  erthe 
as  He  saise  in  the  Goscpelle  '  Ignem  veni  mittere  in  tevraw,  et  ad 
quid  nisi  ut  ardeat.'  I  am  comene,  He  saise,  for  to  send  fyre 
of  lufe  intill  erthe,  and  Avhare-to  jjat  it  suld  bryne.  That  es 
Godd  base  sent  fire  of  lufe  jjat  es  gude  desyre  and  a  grete  will 
vn-to  plese  Hyme  in-to  manes  saule  and  vn-to  jjis  ende  J)at  a 
mane  suld  knawe  it,  kepe  it,  noresche  it  and  strenghe  it  and  be 
sauede  thare-by.  The  more  desire  jjat  jjou  base  vn-to  Hyme  jje 
more  es  this  f}Te  of  lufe  in  the.  The  lesse  jjat  thi  desire  es  jje 
lesse  es  j>is  fire.  The  mesure  of  jjis  desyre  how  mekill  it  es, 
nojjer  in  thi  selfe  ne  in  na  noper  knawes  pcm  noghte,  he  no  mane 
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of  lij'm-selfe,  liot  Godil  iillone  j^at  gyffos  it ;  and  for-tlii  disjmytc 

noghte  with  ]>\  selfe  as  if  |)0?t  woldc  knawe  how  mekille  tlii  desii-e 

es,  bot  be  besy  for  to  desyi-e  als  mekill  als  j)Ow  may  bot  noghte 

for  to  wete  )?e  niesure  of  thi  desyre.     Sayne  Austyne  saisc  ])at  \>e 

lyfe  of  euer  ilk  a  gudc  Cristyne  mane  es  a  co«tenuelle  desii-e  to 

Godd,  and  \>at  es  of  a  gret  vortuc,  fFor  it  es  a  gret  crying  in  Jje 

erris  of  Godd  ;  ]>e  more  ]>at  ]>ou  desires  ^e  heghere  jjou  cries,  ]>e 

better  |50u  prayes,  ]je  wyseleere  ^ou  thynkis.     And  what  es  })is 

desire  1     Now,  sothely,  na  thyng  bot  a  lathynge  of  all  ]jis  werldis   And  it  con- 
sists ineamest 
blysse,  of  all  fleschely  lykynges   in  thi  herte,  and  a  qwemfull   longing  for 

lieavenly 

langj^nge  with  a  thristy  3ernyng  to  heuenly  joye  and  endles  tinngsand 
blysse.  This,  thynke  me,  may  be  callid  a  desire  of  Godd.  If  Jjou  ""« "o^id. 
hafe  )>is  desire,  as  I  hope  sekirly  J)at  \>ou  hase,  I  pray  the  kepe  it 
wele  and  noresche  it  wysely,  and  whene  })0?t  sail  pray  or  thynke 
make  )jis  desire  begynjij^ige  of  alle  \>i  werke  for  to  encresse  it. 
Luke  after  na  nojier  bodily  swetnes  nojjer  sownyng  ne  sauowr- 
ynge,  ne  wondirfull  lyghte,  ne  aungells  syghte,  ne  if  oure  Lorde 
hym-selfe  as  vn-to  pi  syghte  walde  appere  to  ]?e  bodily,  charge  it 
bot  a  lytill,  bot  at  all  thi  besynes  be  ))at  })0u  myghte  fele  sothe- 
fastly  in  thi  thoghte  a  lathynge  and  a  full  forsakynge  of  all 
maner  of  syne  and  of  nnclennes,  with  a  gastely  syghte  of  it  how 
foule  how  vggly  and  how  paynfull  ]?at  it  es  ;  and  at  J)OU  myght 
hafe  a  myghty  desyrynge  to  vertus,  to  mekenes,  to  charite,  and 
to  the  bh-sse  of  Heuene.     This,  thynke  me,  ware  gastely  com-   Tiiismust 

needs  l)niig 

forthe  and  a'astely  swetnes  in  a  man's  saule,  as  for  to  hafe  clennes   cowfon  and 

^  •'  l)lessing  to 

in  co/tcience  fra  wikkidnes   of  all   werldly  vanyte  with  stabill   t'lesoui. 

trouthe,  meke  hope,  and  full  desyre  to  Godd.     How  so  euer  it  es 

of  o\>er  conforthes  and   swetnes  me  thynke  \>at  swetnes  sekire 

and  sothefaste  })at  es  felid  in  clennes  of  cowcyence  by  myghty 

forsakynge  and  lathyng  of  all  syne  and  by  in-ward  syghte,  by 

feruent  desjTe  of  gastely  thyngis,  and  o])C?'  confovtos  or  swetnes 

or   any  oper  maner  of  felynge,  bot  if  ))ay  hcli)c  and  lode  to  ))is 

endo,  \n\t  es,  to  clennes  in  conscience,  and  gastely  desyre  of  Godd, 

ere  noghte  full  sekire  for  to  restc  one.     But  now  may  \>oit  aske 

wheber  this  desyre  be  lufc  of  Godd.     As  vn-to  J)is  I  say  ))at  jjis    n.u  iius  de- 
sire is  not  llio 

dcsipe  es  noghte  propirly  lufc,  bot  it  cs  a  bcgynnynge,  Hor  lufc    futiiovoof 

"  i       i       ui  '-'1        "     <->  <mm1  but  iinly 

3     tlio  beginning 
of  it. 
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HOW  WE  MAY  REACH  THE  LOVE  OF  GOD  IX  THIS  WORLD. 


Tlie  perfect 
love  of  God 
cannot  be 
reached  in 
this  world. 


In  this  world 
we  must  walk 
by  faith,  not 
hy  siglit. 


Neither  can 
the  desu-e  of 
God  be  ill- 
ways  present 
to  us  con- 
sciously, but 
it  may  in 
habit. 


propirly  es  a  full  cuppillynge  of  \>e  lufande  and  \->e  liifed  to-gedyre 
as  Godd  and  a  saule  in-to  ane.  This  cuppillyng  may  noghte  be 
had  fully  in  this  l}^e  hot  anely  in  desyre  and  langynge  ]jare-to, 
as  if  a  mane  lufe  anojjer  whilke  es  absent  he  desja'is  grctly  his 
presence  for  to  hafe  ]>e  vys  of  his  lufe  and  his  likynge.  Righte 
so  gostely,  als  lang  als  we  erre  in  J;is  life  oui-e  Lorde  es  absente 
fva.  vs  ))at  we  may  nojwr  se  Hym  ne  hci-e  Hyme  ne  fele  Hym  als 
He  es,  and  ]jare-fore  we  may  noghte  hafe  J)e  vis  of  His  lufe  here 
in  fulfilling.  Bot  we  may  hafe  a  desp-e  and  a  guet  3ernynge  for 
to  be  i^resent  to  Hym,  for  to  se  Hym  in  His  blysse,  and  to  be 
anede  to  Hym  in  lufe.  This  desyre  may  we  hafe  of  His  gyftc  in 
J)is  life  by  ]>e  whilke  we  sail  be  safe  ffor  it  cs  lufe  a  n-to  Hym  as 
it  may  be  hade  here.  Tliis  SajTie  Paule  saide,  '  Scientes  quulem 
dum  sumus  in  hoc  corpore  pregravamwr  a  Domino,  per  fidem 
enim  ambulam^<s  et  non  per  speciem,  audemws  aute?rt  et  bonam 
volu7itate??i  habemrfs  magis  pregrauari  a  corpore  et  presentes 
esse  ad  J)eum,  et  idcirco  i«tendimtfs  siue  absentes  siue  presentes 
placere  illi.'  Sayne  Paule  sais  ))at  als  lange  als  we  ere  in  )jis 
body  we  ere  pilgrymes  fra  oure  Lorde,  ]>&t  es  we  ere  absent  fra 
heuc«e  in  J)is  exile,  we  go  by  trouthe,  noghte  by  syglite,  ]>at  es 
we  lyff  in  trouthe  noghte  in  bodily  felynge ;  we  dare  and  base 
gud  will  to  be  al)sent  fra  jie  body  and  be  p/*esent  to  Godd,  Jjat 
es,  we  for  clennes  in  concyence  and  sekire  trouthe  of  saluacyone 
dare  desp-e  gastely  absence  fra  oure  body  by  bodily  dede  and  be 
present  to  oure  Lorde.  Neuer-]>e-les  for  we  may  noghte  3itt, 
})er-fore  we  stryfe  whej^er  we  be  absent  or  present  for^  to  plese 
H}Tne,  and  Jjat  es  we  strj'fe  agayne  synnes  of  ]>e  werlde  and 
likynges  of  \>e  flesche  by  desjTC  to  Hyme  for  to  biyne  in  J)is 
desire  all  thynges  J^at  lettes  vs  fra  Hym.  3it  askes  ))ou  whejjer 
a  ma»e  may  haue  |jis  desire  coiitenually  in  his  herte  or  noghte. 
pe  thynke  nay.  As  to  ])is  I  may  say  as  me  thynke,  j^at  ))is  desii'c 
may  be  hadd  as  for  \)e  vertu  and  profile  of  it  in  habyte  co«.- 
tenualy,  bot  noghte  in  wyrkynge  ne  vsesynge,  as  by  ]>is  ensample. 
If  you  ware  seke  |)0u  sulde  haue  as  ilke  mane  hase  a  kyndly 
desire  of  bodily  hele  cowtenualy  in  thi  herte,  what  so  poic  dide, 
whejjer  ]>ou  slepe  or  jjo?*  wake,  bot  noghte  ay  ylyke,  ffor  if  \>ou 
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slepande  or  elles  wakande  thynke  of  su?»  werldly  thynge  Jjau  liafe 
\>ou  ]>is  desire  anely  in  habite  noghte  in  wyrkynge,  bot  when  ]^ou 
thynkes  of  Jji  seknes  and  of  thi  bodily  hele  J»an  base  jjom  it  in 
vssynge.  Rigbte  so  gostely  es  it  of  desjTC  to  Godd.  He  ))at 
base  ])is  des^TC  of  \>e  gy^te  of  Godd,  Jjofe  be  slepe  or  ells  tbynke 
noghte  of  Godd  but  of  werldly  thynges,  3it  he  base  jjis  desyre  in 
habyte  of  his  saule  vntill  syne  dedly.     Bot  wliene  be  thynkes  of  And  tins 

lial)it  is  exer- 

Godd  or   of  clennes  of   lyftVnffe,  or  of   ioyes  of  Henone,  than  cised  inaii 

J     J     O   '  .         .  .       religions 

wirkkis  his  desyre  als  lange  als  he  kepis  bis  thoghte  and  his  actions. 

entente  to  plese  Godd  ou^er  in  prayere  or  in  meditacyone  or  in 

any  o\>er  gud  dede  of  actyfe  lyfe.     Thane  es  it  glide  ])at  all  o\)er 

besynes  be  for  to  stire  ))is  desire  and  vse  it  be  discrecyone,  now 

in  a  dede  now  in  a-nojjer  after  we  ere  disposede  and  base  grace 

to.     This  desire  es  I'ute  of  all  thi  wirkkynges ;  fFor  Avete  ]>ou 

wele  whate  gude  dede  it  be  ))at  ]>otc  dose  for  Godd,  bodily  or 

gostely,  it  es  ane  vsynge  of  ))is  desyre ;  and  })er-fore  when  ]>ou 

duse  a  gude  dede,  or  prayes,  or  thynkis  of  Godd,  thynk  noghte  in 

thi  herte  doutande  whe})€r  ]>ou  desires  or  noghte,  fibr  J)i  dede 

schewes  thi  desvi'e.     Sume  ere  vukouande  and  wenes  bat   bay  Some  fooiish- 

''  ,  ^  '^^         ly  think  that 

desire  nosfbte  Godd,  bot  if  bay  be  ay  criande  ef  Godd  witA  tiicy  cannot 

"  '  r   J  J  ^  have  this  de- 

wordis  of  baire  mouthe,  or  elles  in  theire  hertis  by  desyrand  sire  of  God 

>  '  ^  J  except  they 

wordes,  as  if  jjay  said  thus.  '  A  Lorde  brynge  me  to  Thi  blysse.'  iJ[fv'^^^","""' 
'  Lorde  make  me  safe'  or  swylke  ojjer.  The  wordis  ere  gude  "i""' i^""- 
whejjei'  ]jay  be  sownned  in  )^e  mouthe,  or  eles  fo?«'mede  in  j>e 
hei'te,  ffor  Jjay  stire  a  mans  herte  to  ))e  desyrynge  of  Godd.  Bot 
neuer-}je-les,  wit/i-owttene  any  swylke  wordes,  a  clene  thoghte  of 
Godd  or  of  any  gostely  thynge,  as  of  vertue  or  of  J>e  mauhede 
of  Criste,  of  ]>e  joyes  of  Heuene,  or  of  vndirstandynge  of  Haly 
Writte,  wit/i  lufe,  may  be  bettire  jjan  slyke  wordis.  ttbr  a  clene 
thoghte  of  Godd  es  sothefaste  desyre  to  Hym,  and  \e  mare 
gastely  bat  thi  thoghte  es,  be  mare  es  thi  desire,  and  for-thi  be  Oood  deeds 

prove  the  ex- 

\>ou  noghte  in  dowte  ne  in  were  when  ^ou  praycs  or  thynkes  isteiice  of  the 
one  Godd  or  ells  dusc  any  owtwarde  dedis  to  thyne  eucncristyne, 
whcjjcr  \iou  desyres  Hym  or  noghte,  ffor  thi  dodis  schewes  it. 
Nene/--j)e-les  if  it  be  so  Jjat  all  thi  gude  dedis  bodyly  antl  gastely 
ere  a  schewynge  of  thi  desire  to  Godd,  3it  cs  \>c)'  a  dyuersite 
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Especially  the 
deeds  of  con- 
templative 
lite. 


I  will  endea- 
vour to  tell 
you  same- 
thing  as  to 
the  way  of 
nourishing 
this  desire. 


Think  over 
the  sins  which 
you  have 
committed. 


And  pray  for 
your  fellow- 
ci'eatures, 


Which  is  a 
precious  oint- 
ment to  the 
soul. 


by-twyx  gastely  and  bodily  declis,  ffor  dedis  of  conteniplatj'fe 
lyfe  er  properly  and  kyndly  wirkyng  of  )>is  desire,  bot  owtwarde 
dedis  ere  nogbt  so,  and  for-thi  whene  ])OU  prayes  or  tlijnikes  one 
Godd  thi  desire  to  Godd  es  mare  bale,  mare  feruent,  and  mare 
gastely  )>an  wbene  \ou  duse  oJ)er  dedis  vn-to  tbyue  euencristyne. 
Now  J)an  if  ])0W  aske  how  \ov,  sail  kepe  this  desire  and  norische 
it,  a  litill  I  sail  tell  the,  noghte  for  \ou  sail  vse  \e  same  foitrme  all 
way  as  I  say,  bot  for  \ou  sail  hafe,  if  nede  be,  some  wj'ssyng  for 
to  rewle  the  in  thyne  ocupacyone.  ffor  I  may  noghte,  ne  I  cane 
noghte,  tell  the  fully  what  es  beste  ay  to  \e  for  to  vse,  bot  I  sail 
say  to  \e  suwiwhate  as  me  thynke.  One  nyghtis,  aftir  thi  slepe,  if 
})ou  will  ryse  for  to  serue  thi  Lorde,  thou  sail  fele  thi-selfe  firste 
fleschely  heuy,  and  su5»tyme  lusty,  than  sail  \oxi,  dispose  the  for 
to  pray  or  for  to  thynke  som  gude  thoghte  for  to  qwykkyne  thi 
herte  to  Godd,  and  sett  all  thi  besynes  firste  for  to  drawe  vp 
thi  thoghte  fra  werldly  vanytes  and  fra  vayne  )anagynacyon?is 
fallande  in-to  thi  mynde,  J)at  \ou  may  fele  snoi  deuocyone  in  thi 
saying,  or  ells,  if  \ou  will  thynke  of  gostely  thynges,  jjat  |)0U  be 
noghte  letted  witA  swylke  vayne  thoghtes  of  \e,  werlde  or  of  \g 
flesche  in  thi  thynkynge.  Thare  ere  many  maners  of  thyukynges, 
whilke  ere  beste  to  )je  I  cane  noghte  say,  bot  I  hope  \e  whilke 
Jiou  felis  maste  sauoztr  in  and  maste  riste  for  Jje  tyme  it  es  beste 
for  the.  Tbow  may  if  \ou  wille  su«ityme  thynke  ouer  thi  synnes 
be-fore  donne  and  of  thi  freeltes  J)at  \ou  fallis  in  ilke  day,  and 
aske  mercy  and  forgyfnes  for  tliajnn.  Also  aftir  this  \o\s.  may 
thynke  of  synnes  and  of  wrechidnes  of  thyne  euencristene  bodily 
and  gastely  w?t/i  pete  and  of  cowpassione  of  thaym,  and  cry 
mercy  and  forgj-fnes  for  thayme  als  tendirly  als  iff  J^ay  ware 
thyne  awene,  and  ))at  es  a  gude  thoghte,  ffor  I  tell  \e  for-sothe 
})0U  may  make  o]?er  mens  synnes  a  precyouse  oynement  for  to 
hele  wit/i  thyne  awene,  saule  when  \ou  base  mynde  of  thaym. 
This  oynement  es  precyouse  all  if  jje  spycery  in  it-selfe  be  noghte 
full  clene,  ffor  it  es  taicle  made  of  venjon  for  to  distroye  venym, 
)jat  es  to  saye  thyne  awene  synnes  and  o\er  mens  also  broghte 
in-to  ])i  mynde  if  \ow  bete  jjam  wele  with  sorowe  of  herte,  pete 
and  cow^passione,  ]7ay  t?frne  vn-to  taicle  whilke  makes  thi  saule 
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hale  fra  dryde  and  envye  and  brynges  in  lufe  and  charite  to 
tliyue  euencristene.  This  thoghtc  es  gude  su??ityme  for  to  hafe. 
Also  bou  may  hafe  mynde  of  be  mauhede  of  oure  Lorde  in  his  Also  meditate 

upon  the  in- 

byrthe  or  in  his  passione  or  in  any  of  his  werkes,  and  fede  thi  carnation  of 
thoghte  wt't/i  gastely  ymagynacyone  of  it  for  to  stin-e  thyne 
aft'eccione  to  mare  lufe  of  Hyme.  This  thoghte  es  gude  and 
spedfull,  namely  when  it  cornvnes  frely  of  Goddes  gyfte  yfiih 
deuocyone  and  feruowr  of  \e  spirite.  Elles  if  a  mane  may  noghte 
lightly  hafe  sauoar  ue  deuocyone  in  it  I  halde  it  noghte  spedfulle 
])ane  to  a  mane  for  to  prese  to  mekill  jiare-till  as  if  he  walde  gete 
it  by  maystry.  ffor  he  sail  mowe  breke  his  heuede  and  his  body 
and  he  sail  neuer  be  |)e  nerre.  ffor-thi  me  thynke  vn-to  J)e  it  es 
gude  for  to  hafe  in  mynde  his  manhede  sumtyme,  and  if  deuo- 
cyone and  sauowr  cume  vfiih  alle  kepe  it  and  folowe  it  for  a  But  do  not 

force  yourself 

tyme,  bot  leue  of  sone  and  hyng  noghte  to  lange  Jjare-appone.   to"  much 

Also  if  deuocyone  cum  noghte  wit/i  mynde  of  \e  passione  stryne  thoughts. 

noghte  to  prese  to  mekill  Jjare-afte?-.     Take  esyly  J)at  will  cume 

and  go  furthe  to  some  ober  thoghte.     Also  ober  bar  bene  bat  ere  Also  meditate 

mare  gostely,  as  for  to  thynke  of  ve;-tus  and  for  to  se  by  lyghte  feient  virtues. 

of  vndirstandynge  what  \e  vertu  of  mekenes  es  and  how  a  mane 

sulde  be  meke.    Also  what  es  pacyence  and  clennes,  i-ightwysnes, 

chast}i;e,  and  sobirte,  and  swylke  o^er,  and  how  a  man  sulde  gett 

all  thiese  vertus,  and  by  swylke  thoghtes  for  to  hafe  gret  desire 

and  langgyng  to  J)ise  vertus  for  to  hafe  thayme,  and  also  for  to 

hafe  a  gastely  syghte  and  \e  desyre  of  Jjise  vertus.    A  saule  sulde 

mowe  fele  grete  comforthe  if  a  man  had  grace  of  oure  Lorde, 

wi't/i-owttene  whilke  grace  a  man's  thoghte  es  halfe  blynde  wit/t- 

owttene  sauoMr  of  gastely  swetnes.     Also  for  to  tlu'nke  of  be  And  on  the 

'^       lives  (if  the 

sayntes  of  oure  Lorde,  of  Appostills,  IMartirs,  Confesso«rs  and  -''"i'lts,  Mar. 

_  ^  t.vrs.audCon- 

haly  virgyns,  byhalde  inwardly   thaire  haly  lyffynge,  ]je  gi'ace  feasors. 
and  ))C  vertus  jjat  oure  Lorde  gafc  )mm  here  liffande,  and  by  \\a 
mynde  for  to  stirre  thyn  awene  herte  to  take  ensau?ipille  of  ))ame 
vn-to  better  lyffynge.     Also  the  mynd  of  oure  Lady  Savnt  Marie  specially  of 

''         ''  our  Lady 

abowne  all  oi^er  sayntes,  for  to  see  by  gostely  eghe  })e  abownd-   ^:>'"'  Mary, 
ance  of  grace  in  hire  haly  saule  whone  scho  was  here  lyffand  jiat 
owre  Lorde  gafe  hir  allane  i)asdande  all  ojjcr  creatowrs ;  fibr  in 
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AVho  had  all 
virtues  in  per- 
fection. 


But  above  all 
the  character 
of  Jesus,  who 
was  a  union 
of  God  and 
man. 


And  of  the 
.sreat  works 
of  God. 


And  of  the 
morcy  which 
the  Lord  has 
shewed  to  us. 


Lir  was  full-bede  of  all  vertus  Avit/t-owttyne  weme  of  synn.  Scho 
had  fuUe  mekeues  and  perfit  charite,  and  fully  with  )>ise  ]>e  bewte 
of  alle  o]>er  vertus  so  hally  ]jat  }>are  myglite  no  styi'rynge  of 
pride,  envie,  ne  wretbe,  ne  flescbely  lykynge,  ne  no  manere  of  syne 
enter  in-till  bir  berte  ne  defoule  \>e  saule  in  no  perty  of  it.  Tbe 
bebaldynge  of  )je  fairebede  of  ])is  blyssid  saule  sulde  stirre  a  mans 
berte  vn-to  gostely  comfortbe  gretly,  and  mekill  mare  ])an 
abowne  ])is  Jje  tbynkynge  of  ]>e  sanle  of  Ibesu  oure  blyssid  Lorde, 
tbe  wbilke  was  aned  fully  to  ]>e  Godbede,  passand  wit/i-owttyne 
co7/ipa?*isone  oure  Ladye  and  all  o]>er  creaturs.  ffor  in  ]>e  i>ersone 
of  Ibesu  er  two  kyndis,  jjat  es  Godd  and  mane,  fully  anede  to- 
gedir.  By  ]>e  vertu  of  this  blysfull  anynge  wbilke  may  nogbte 
be  saide  ne  co?isayued  be  manes  wit,  tbe  saule  of  Ibesu  ressayuede 
\>e  fulbede  of  wysedome  and  lufe  and  all  gudnes,  as  ]>e  Appostill 
saise  :  '  Plenitudo  divinitatis  inbabitavit  in  \j)so  corporalite/ ;' 
jjat  es  Jje  Godbede  was  anede  fully  to  )>e  manbede  in  \>e  saule  of 
Ibesu  and  so  by  jie  saule  duellide  in  ]>c  body,  pe  niynde  of  \>e 
manbed  of  oure  Lorde  on  J>is  wyse  ^at  es  for  to  bebalde  ]>e  vertus 
and  pe  ouer-passande  grace  of  J)e  saule  of  Ibesu,  sulde  be  cow- 
fortbeabill  to  a  mans  saule.  Also  mynd  of  Jje  mygbte  of  ])e 
Avysedome  a7id  Jje  gudnes  of  oure  Lorde  in  all  bis  creaturs,  ffor  in 
als  mekill  als  we  may  nogbte  see  Godd  fully  in  bym-selfe  her 
lyffande,  ffor-thi  we  sail  be-balde  bym,  lufe  bym  and  dred  bym, 
and  woudire  bys  mygbte  and  bis  wysdome  and  bis  g-udnes  in  bis 
werkes  and  liis  creaturs.  Also  for  to  tliynke  of  ]>e  mercy  of  oure 
Lorde  J)at  be  base  scbewed  to  ]>e  and  to  me  and  to  all  synfuU 
kaytyfes  ]jat  base  bene  combirde  in  synne,  speride  so  lange  in  J)e 
deuells  prisone,  bow  oure  Lorde  sufferde  vs  pacyently  in  oure 
syne  and  tube  na  vengeance  of  vs  as  be  mygbte  rygbtfully  hafe 
don??e,  and  putt  vs  till  belle,  if  bis  mercy  bad  nogbte  lettide 
bym,  hot  for  lufe  be  sparede  vs,  be  bad  pete  of  vs,  and  sente  bis 
grace  in  till  oui-e  bertes  and  callid  vs  owte  of  oure  syne,  and  by 
bis  grace  base  turnede  oure  will  bally  to  byrae  for  to  bafe  bym 
and  for  bis  lufe  to  for-sake  all  maner  of  syne.  Tbe  myude  of  ))is 
mercy  and  \>\s  gudnes  made  with  o]>er  circu«istance  rao  ))an  I  can 
or  may  reherse  now  bringcs  in-to  my  saule  grete  triste  in  oure 
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Lorde  and  full  hope  of  saluacyone,  and  it  kynd}  lis  desire  of  lufe 

mvfflitily  to    he   ioyes    of  Heueue.     Also    for    to   thynke    of  he  Also  meditate 

"'  ^  ^  '        upon  the 

wrechidnes  \>e  mischeues  and  ]>e  perills,  bodily  and  gastely,  J)at   wretchedness 

fallis  in  J)is  lyfc,  and  after  \>at   for  to  thynke   of  ]>e  joyes   of  ""j/gl^^.J^^* 

Heuene  how  mekill  blysse  j?are  es  and  how  mekill  joye,  ft'or  j?are 

es  no  syne,  no  sorowe,  no   passione,  no  payne,  no  hungre,  no 

thriste,  no  sare,  no  sekenes,  no  dowte,  no  drede,  no  schame,  no 

schenchipj!?,  no  defaut  of  myghte,  ne  lakkynge  of  lyghte,  ne  want- 

tynge  of  will ;  hot  thare  es  souevayne  fairenes,  lyghtenes,  strenghe, 

ffredom,  hele,  lykynge  ay-lastande,  wj'sedome,  lufe,  pees,  wirchipe, 

sekirncs,  ryste,  joy  and  blysse  witA-owttene  ende.     The  more  ]>at 

\>oti  thynkis  and  felis  )?e  AATCchidnes  of  ]?is  Jje  more  frequently  sail 

bou  desire  be  joye  and  be  riste  of  bat  blyssede  lyfe.     Many  men   Many  are 

eager  ft)r  the 

er  couetouse  of  werldlv  wTrchips  and  erthely  reches,  and  thynkes   things  of  thu 

*'       •'  ^  ''  •'  world,  hke 

nyghte  and  day,  dremande  and  wakande,  how  and  what  maner  children  run. 

•"'  '"  '  ning  after 

J)ay  myghte  wyn  ]jare-to,  and  for-getes  ]>e  mynde  of  thaym  selfe  butterflies. 

of  ]je  paynes  of  helle  and  of  ]>e  joyes  of  Heuene.     Sothely  J)ay 

are  noghte  wyse,  thay  ere  lyke  vn-to  ]>e  childir  ]>at  rynnes  aftire 

buttyrflyes,  and  for  jiay  luke  noghte  to  thaire  fete  jjay  fall  sum- 

tyme  and  brekes  Jjaire  legges.     What  es  all  j^e  wirchipe  and  pe 

pompe   of  Jjis  werlde   in   reches   and  jolyte  hot  a  buttirflye  1 

Sothely  noghte  elles  and  5itt  mekill  lesse.     Thai-e-fore  I  praye   But  he  thou 

covetous  of 

\>e  be  \>ou  couetouse  of  \>e  joyes  of  Heuene  and  ])0u  sail  hafe  wir-   tiie  joys  of 

chepe  and  reches  ])at  euer  more  sail  laste.     ffor  at  ]>e  laste  ende 

whene  werldly  couetouse  mene  brynges  no  gud  in  thaire  handis, 

for  all  ]je  wirchips  and  rechesse  er  twrned  to  noghte  saue  sorowe 

and  payne,  thane  sail  heuenly  couetous  mene  Jjat  forsakes  trewly 

all  vayne  wjTchips  of  ]jis  werlde,  or  ells  if  })ay  hafe  wirchips  cmcl 

reches  }jay  sett  noghte  j^aire  lykynge  ne  ))aire  lufe  in  thaym,  bot 

ay  in  drede,  in  meknes,  in  hope,  and  in  sorowe  sumtyme,  and 

habydcs  ]>e  mercy  of  Godd  paciently,  })ay  salle  ))ane  hafe  fully  ])at 

\>ay  hafe  couetid,  for  thay  sail  be  coround  as  kynges  and  sitt  vpc 

wit/i  cure  Lorde  Ihesu  in  he  blysse  of  Heuene.     Also  bar  are   Tiiereare 

many  other 

many  o]>er  meditacyons  mo  Jiau  I  kan  say  whilkc  oure  Lorde  nie(iitation». 
puttis  in-to  a  man's  myndc  for  to  stirre  be  affcccyone  and  resoue   ""'  ''«•*  enu- 
of  \>e  saule  to  lathe  vanytes  of  ))is  werlde  and  for  to  dcsyrc  ))C 
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If  you  find 
your  lieart 
dull  and  dark 
break  off  your 
meditation 
and  say  your 
Pater  Noster 
and  Ave,  or 
read  your 
Psalter. 


If  these  exer- 
cises bring  to 
your  heart  a 
devout 
thought  you 
may  enter- 
tain it. 


Yet  strive  not 
too  much  to 
retain  such  a 
thought. 


And  do  not 
suffer  it  to 
interfei-e  with 
yoiir  rest  or 
your  duties. 


joyes  of  Heuene.  These  wordes  I  saye  to  ]>e  noglite  as  I  bad 
fully  schewede  jiese  maners  of  meditacions  as  J)ay  ere  wroght  ia 
a  manes  saule,  bot  I  toucbe  tbaym  to  ]>e  a  lyttill  for  ])ou  sulde  by 
]>iH  littill  vndirstaude  jje  more.  Noglite  for-thi  me  tbynke  it  es 
gude  vn-to  Jse  |>at  when  thou  disposes  \>e  for  to  thynke  of  Godd 
as  I  liafe  be-fore  saide,  or  one  oper  wyse,  if  tbi  berte  be  dulle 
and  myrke  and  felis  no]>er  witt  ne  sauour  ne  deuocyone  for  to 
tbynke,  bot  anely  of  a  naked  des}Te  and  a  wayke  wille,  Jjat  jjou 
walde  fayne  tbynke  of  Godd  bot  ])0u  can  nogbte,  pan  I  bope  it 
es  gud  to  pe  ]jat  Ipoxi  stryue  nogbte  to  mekill  with  tbi  selfe,  as  if 
\>ou  walde  by  tbyne  awene  mygbte  ouercome  tbi  selfe,  for  pou 
mygbte  Hgbtely  ffall  so  in-to  more  myi-knes,  bot  if  ])ou  ware  pe 
more  slye  in  tbi  wirkynge ;  and  for-tbi  I  bald  it  tlmn  moste 
sekyre  vn-to  pe  for  to  say  tbi  pater  noster  and  ))ine  Aue  IMai'ia 
or  }n  niatyns,  or  ells  for  to  rede  apone  tbi  sauter,  for  \>at  is  ener 
more  a  sekyr  standarde  pat  will  nogbte  faile,  Avbo  so  may  cleue 
per-to  be  sail  nogbte  erre,  and  if  pou  may  by  pr«yenge  gete 
deuocyone,  tban,  if  j)i  deuocyone  be  anely  in  affeccione,  ))at  es  in 
a  grete  desire  to  Godd  with  gastel}'  delyte,  balde  furtbe  tbi 
saynge  and  brok  noglite  lygbtely  off,  fFor  it  ffallis  Jjat  pr«ynge 
with  pe  moutbe  getis  and  kepis  feruowr  of  deuocione,  and  if  a 
man  cesse  of  saynge  deuocyone  vanyscbe  away.  Neuer-]>e-les  if 
deuocione  of  p?'ayei-e  brynge  to  tbi  berte  gastely  a  tbogbte  of  pe 
manhed  of  oure  Lorde,  or  of  any  oper  before-said,  and  })is  tbogbte 
sulde  be  lettide  by  )j1  saynge,  ]jan  may  pou  cesse  of  saynge  and 
ocupye  pe  in  meditacyoue,  vntill  it  passe  away.  Bot  of  certayne 
tbynges  tbe  by-boucs  be-warre  in  jji  meditacione.  Sum  sail  I 
tell  pe.  Ane,  J)at  wben  pou  base  bad  a  gastely  tbogbte  ouj^er  in 
ymagynynge  of  pe  manbede  of  oure  Lorde  or  of  swylke  bodily 
tbynges,  and  ]ji  saule  base  bene  fedd  and  co?>ifortbid  j^er-witb, 
and  passes  away  by  J)e-selfe,  be  pou  nogbte  to  besy  for  to  kepe  it 
still  by  maystry  ffor  it  sail  ))an  turne  to  pyue  and  to  bitterncs. 
Also  if  it  passe  nogbte  away  bot  duellis  still  in  tbi  mynde  by  any 
trauell  of  j)i  selfe,  and  j)ou  for  co^ufortbe  of  it  will  nogbte  leue  it, 
and  per4ore  it  reuj's  tbe  fra  pi  slepe  on  nygbtys,  or  elles  on  dayes 
fra  oper  gud  dcdis,  ph  es  nogbte  wele,  tbou  sa'l  wilfully  breke  of 


only  feel  de- 
votion once 
or  twice  in  a 
year. 
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whenc  askis.  5'*^  su7/ityme  when  ]>ou  hase  maste  deuocyone  and 
Avare  latlieste  for  to  leue  it,  as  whene  it  passes  resonabille  tynie 
or  ells  it  t^trnes  to  dissese  of  tliyne  euencristene,  bot  if  ]>ou  do  so 
elles  bou  dusse  no^lite  wysely  as  me  tliynke.     A  werldly  mane   it 's  not  with 

•  a  J        J  -i  •'  ji,u  as  witli 

or  womane  jjat  felis  noglit  pe^-auuter  deuocyone  tAV}-s  in  a  5ere,   *g°'f|J\°,[]^^ 

if  he  felid  by  jje  grace  of  oure  Lorde  compu?icyone  for  his  synnes, 

or  elles  by  a  mynde  of  \e  passione  of  oure  Lorde,  J>ofe  he  ware 

put  fra  his  slepe  a  nyghte  or  two  or  thre  vn-till  his  heued  werke, 

it  es  no  force,  for  it  comes  to  jjame  seldome ;  bot  to  the,  or  to 

Si-\\o\er  mane  or  woman   ))at  hase  this  mauer  of  wirkynge  in 

custome,  as  ware  ilke  ojjer  day,  it  es  spedfuU  for  till  hafe  discre- 

cyone  in  '^otir  wyrkynge,  noglite  fully  fall  |)er-to  for  to  folow  it 

als  mekill  als  will  come.     And  I  halde  ))at  it  es  gud  to  ]>e  for  to   iiangnottoo 

long  upoi!  any 

VS6  ))is  maner  in  what  deuocyone  })at  \ou  be,  )jat  \>o\\  hyng  nogt   one  point  of 

to  lange  |jare-appone  o\x\er  for  to  put  ]je  fi'a  thi  mete  or  thi  slepe 

in  tyme,  or  for  to  disesse  any  o\er  mane  vnskilfully.     The  wyse 

man  sayse,  '  Omnia  tempus  habent.'     pat  es  all  thyngis  hase 

tyme.     AuoJjct"  thyng  es  this  })at  \e  by-houys  be-warre  off.     If 

thi  thoghte  be  ocupied  in  ymagynacyone  of  be  manhede  of  owre   Nor  strive  to 

push  the  ima- 

Lorde  or  in  any  swilke  ojjer,  and  afte?*  this  ]>ou  erte  besy  wit/t  all  frination  too 

})e  desire  of  thi  herte   for  to   seke  kuawynge   or  felyng  mare 

gastely  of  J)e  Godhede,  prese  noghte  to  mekill  Jjar-after,  ne  suflBre 

noghte  thi  herte  fall  fi-a  jje  desire  as  if  ])0u  ware  abydande  or 

gapand  after  sum  qwent  stirrynge,  or  sum  wondirfull  felynge 

vthire  ban  boit  hase  had.    Thou  sail  noghte  do  so.     It  es  ynoghe   Uut  be  hum- 
bly instructed 

to  me  and  to  be  for  to  haue  desyre  and  langyuge  to  oure  Lorde,   of  cinii^tas 

_  _  _       far  .1:5  He  will 

and  if  he  will  of  his  fre  grace,  ouer  |)is  desire,  send  vs  of  his  teach  you. 
gostely  lyghte  and  opyne  oure  gostely  eghone  for  to  se  and 
knawe  more  of  Ilym  ])aii  wc  hafe  had  bc-forc  by  comone  trauell, 
thiuike  we  Hym  jnir-of,  and  if  He  will  noghte  for  we  er  5it 
noghte  meke  ynoghe,  or  ells  we  er  noghte  disposede  by  clcnncs 
of  lyffynge  in  ojjer  sydis  for  to  ressayue  his  grace,  than  sail  we 
mekly  knawe  oure  awene  syne  and  wrechednes,  and  hald  vs 
payed  with  ]>e  desyre  )>at  we  hafe  to  Hyme,  and  with  oure 
comone  thoghtes  pat  may  lyghtly  fall  vudir  oure  ymagynacione, 
as  of  oure  synus,  or  of  Cristes  passione,  or  of  swilke  o\>e)';  or  ells 
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yvith  prayers  of  ye  sauter,  or  Hivin  o\>er  and  loue  Hym  with  all 

oiire  liert  ]>at  He  Avill  gyfF  vs  jjat.     If  \)0u  do  ojjer  wyse  ]>ou  may 

For  it  is  pre-    lyglitly  be  by-gyled  by  \>e  spiryte  of  cure  eiTo«r,  fFor  it  es  pre- 
sumption of  \  "  _ 
our  own  wit     su>«psioue  a  mau  by  his  aweue  wytt  for  to  prese  to  mekill  iu-to 

to  press  too 

far  into  divine  kua^\yllg•  of  gastly  thynges,  bot  if  he  felid  plente  of  grace,  ffor  \>e 
wyse  man  saise  ]jus,  '  Scrutator  maiestatis  opp?-?'metur  a  gloria.' 
J)at  es  to  say  Raunsaker  of  ]>€  myghte  of  Godd  and  of  His 
Maieste  wtt/i-owttene  gret  clennes  and  meknes  sail  be  ouerlayde 
and  oppresside  of  Hym-selfe\ 


X. 

[The  virtue  of  our  Lord's  Passion.] 
AH  men  lie  Wit  thou  welc  dere  ffi-ende  )>at  ]jof  Jjou  had  neuer  done  syne 

under  sin,  but        .ti-ii.tii  hi  ii-  ni 

With  thi  bodi,  dedly,  ne  venyall,   bot  anely  this  ]>at  es  called 

orygynall,  for  it  es  \>e  firste  syne,  and  \>at  es  the  lossyng  of  thy 

tiie  greatest      ryght^\'J•snes  whilke  bou  was  mad  in,  suld  \>ovl  neuer  hafe  bene 

sins  Ciin  l)e  ^ 

forgiven  to       safe  if  oure  Lord  Jhesu  Criste  by  his  passione  had  noghte  de- 

tlie  true  peni-  ^  i  o 

tcnttinough     lyuerdc  the  and  restorede  be  agayne.     And  bou  sail  wit  bat  hou, 

tlie  Passion  of"'  roj  r  r        r      ' 

Jesus.  i^g  |,(,jj  neuer  so  mekill  a  wreche,  hafe  \o\\  done  neuer  so  mekill 

syne,  for-sake  thi  selfe  and  all  thi  werkes  gude  and  ill,  cry 
mercy  and  aske  anely  saluacyone  by  J)e  vertu  of  his  precyouse 
passyone  mekly  and  tristely,  and  wit/i-owtten  dowte  }pou  sail  haf 
it,  and  fra  this  orygynall  syn  and  all  o]jer  '^ou  sail  be  safe.  3a 
and  ^ou  sail  be  safe  as  ane  ankir  incluse,  and  noghte  anely  ^ou 
bot  all  cristene  men  and  wjTiiene  })at  trowes  appone  his  passione 
and  mekes  jjame  selfe,  knawande  Jjaire  wrechidnes,  askand  mercy 
and  forgyfnes  and  \e  fruj-te  of  his  precyouse  passione,  anely 
la  wand  Jiame-selfe  to  ]>&  Sacramentes  of  haly  kyrke,  J^of  it  be  swa 
jjat  ]?ay  hafe  bene  cumbp-de  in  syne  and  with  syne  all  Jjaire  lyfe 
tyme,  and  neuer  had  felyng  of  gastely  sauo^{r  or  swetnes,  or 
gastely  knawynge  of  Godd,  J)ay  sail  in  this  faith  and  in  }jair  g-ud 

'  The  Thornton  MS.  of  this  Treatise  ends  here.  The  Cambridge  MS.  has 
19  more  lines.  The  British  iNIuseum  MS.  stops  considerably  short  of  this. 
As  the  ending  is  marked  in  the  Thornton  MS.,  the  additional  matter  in  the 
Cambridge  MS.  has  not  been  inserted. 
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will  be  safe  by  ]>e  vertu  of  pe  precyouse  passions  of  oure  Lorde 
Ihesu  Criste,  and  com  to  ]>e  blyssc  of  Heuene.  See  here  ]>e  endles 
mercy  of  owre  Lorde,  how  lawe  He  fallis  to  J)e  and  to  me  and  to 
all  synfuU  caytyfs.  *  Aske  mercy  and  hafe  it.'  Thus  said  ]>e 
prophete  in  Jje  persons  of  oure  Lorde,  '  Om?us  enym  quicunque 
invocauerit  nomen  Domini  saluus  erit.'  like  man,  what  J)at  he 
be,  ]jat  in-calles  ]>e  name  of  Godd,  Jjut  es  to  say  askes  saluacione 
by  Ihesu  and  by  his  passione,  he  sail  be  safe.     Bot  ]jis  curtasye  Hut  some  are 

buguiled  by 

of  oure  Lorde  sum  mene  takes  and  erre  safede  ber-by,  and  sum  tiieir  Unow- 

le  Ige  of  this 

in  traiste  of  his  mercy  and  his  curtasye  lyfFes  still  in  bair  synnes   mercy  into  a 

*'  J       J  i  J  presump- 

and  wenj's  for  to  hafe  it  when  j^ara  lyst,  and  ))an  may  ]>ay  noghte,   tuo^s  trust. 

ffbr  J)ay  ere  takyne  or  ];ay  wit  and  swa  })ay  dampne  |^am  selfe. 

Bot  now,  sayse  ]iou,  if  ))is  be  sothe  J>o?t  wondyrs  gretly,  for  J^at  I 

fynde  ■wretyne  in  sum  haly  mens  saghes.     yium  says,  as  I  undir-   iiow  then  can 

some  learned 

stande,  bat  he  bat  cane  noghte  lufe  bis  blyssed  name  Ihesu  ne  men  declare 

'    '  '^  °  ....  .  t''^'  """6  can 

fynd  ne  fele  in  it  erastely  ioye  and  delitabilite,  vfiih  wondirfull   be  saved  who 

•'  b  J    J    J  '  do  not  love 

swetnes  in  J)is  lyfe  here,  fFra  jje  souerayne  joy  and  gastely  swetnes  ^^''^  "^'"tj"*^ 
in  be  blysse  of  Heuene  he  sail  be  aliene  and  neuer  sail  he  com   J'"^'':,"'  ''"P® 

J  J  lor  all  peni- 

Jjar-to.     Sothely  J)ise  woi'des  when  I  here  thaym  or  redis  })am  tentsmuers? 

stonyes  me  and  makis  me  gretly  ferd  ffor  I  hope  as  )jom  sayse 

|>at  many  by  }>e  mercy  of  Godd  sail  be  safe  be  kepyng  of  his 

com}»a/Kleme?ites,  and  by  verray  repentance  of  ))aire  euyll  \yiQ 

be-fore  done,  ]>e  wylke  felid  neuer  gastely  swetnes  ne  inly  sauowr 

in  ))e  name  of  Ihesu  or  in  J)e  lufe  of  Ihesu.    And  for-thi  I  merucU 

me  Jje  more  J^at  )jay  say  contrarye  here-to  as  it  semys.    Als  uu-to 

])is  I  may  say  as  me  thynke,  that  theire  saynge  if  it  be  wele  Tiieir  words 

if  well  under- 

vndirstandene  es  sothe,  ne  it  es  noghte  co7itrarye  to  bat  that  I   stood  are 

true. 

hafe  said,  ffor  J)is  name  Ihesu  es  noghte  ells  for  to  say  one 
Ynglische  bot  helcr  or  hele.  Nowe  euer-ilk  man  jjat  lyffes  in 
})is  wrechid  lyfe  es  gastely  seke,  ffor  ))aire  es  na  man  Jnit  lyffis 
wit/t-owttene  syne,  wliilke  es  gastely  seknes,  as  Sayne  Ihon  sayse 
of  hym-selfe  and  o))er  perflte  mene  thus,  '  Si  dixerimws  quod 
peccaittm  now  hahemus  ipsi  nos  seducimws,  et  c*.'  If  we  say  )iat 
we  hafe  na  syne  we  begile  oure-selfc  and  sothefastncs  es  noghte 
in  vs.  And  for-j)i  he  may  neuer  fele  ne  come  to  \>e  joycs  of 
Heuene,  vn-to  he  fii-st  be  made  hale  of  )>is  gostely  sckncs.     Bot 
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THE  WAY  TO  OBTAIN  THE  BLESSINGS  OP  IT. 


For  no  man 
can  be  saved 
who  desires 
not  an;l  loves 
not  salvation, 
and  Jesu  is 
salvation. 


It  was  fir  this 
reason  that 
oui-  L')ni  took 
that  name. 


Nor  can  any 
enjoy  hsaven 
who  love  not 
this  blessed 
name  liere. 


Yet  a  man 
can  be  saved 
who  is  in  the 
lowest  degree 
of  love. 


])is  gastely  may  na  mane  haf  )?at  base  vse  of  resone,  bot  if  be 
desire  it  and  lufe  it  and  bafe  delite  jjar-in  in  als  mekill  als  be 
bopis  for  to  get  it.  Now  ]>e  name  of  Ihesu  es  nogbte  elles  bot 
|)is  gastely  bele.  Wlaare-fore  it  es  sotbe  jjat  \>a.y  say  ))at  })ar  may 
na  mane  be  safe  bot  if  be  lufe  and  lyke  in  ])e  name  of  Ibe.su  ffor 
J>ar  may  na  mane  be  gastely  hale  bot  if  be  lufe  and  desire  gastely 
bele ;  ffor  rygbt  als  a  mane  ware  bodily  seke  ]?er  ware  nane 
ertbely  tbyng  sa  dere  ne  so  nedfull  to  bym,  ne  so  mekill  suld  be 
desyrid  of  bym,  als  bodily  bele  (ffor  jjofe  Jjom  wald  gyff  hyme  all 
]>e  recbes  and  ^e  wircbips  of  |)is  werlde  and  nogbte  make  bym 
bale  of  Jiat  ])0U  mygbte,  Jjom  plesid  bym  nogbte) — rygbte  so  it 
es  to  a  mane  j^at  es  seke  gastely  and  felis  ]>e  payne  of  gastely 
seknes.  Natbyng  es  so  dere,  so  nedfull,  ne  so  mekill  desirid  of 
bym  als  bis  gastely  bele,  and  pat  es  Ibesu,  witbowtten  wbilke  all 
]>e  joyes  of  Heuene  may  nogbte  lyke  bym.  And  this  es  ]>e  skill 
as  I  bope  wbi  oure  Lorde  when  be  tuke  ma92kynde  for  oure 
saluacyon,  be  walde  nogbte  be  called  by  na  name  betakenande 
bis  endles  beyng,  or  his  mygbte,  or  bis  wysdome,  or  bis  rygbt- 
wysnes,  bot  anely  by  ])at  that  was  cause  of  bis  commyng  and  Jjat 
was  saluacyone  of  mans  saule.  Wbilke  saluacione  was  maste 
dere  and  maste  nedfull  to  mane,  and  Jjis  saluacyone  betakens  })is 
name  Ibesu  pan  bi  this  it  semes  J)at  ]>er  may  na  man  be  safe 
bot  if  be  lufe  Ibesu,  ffor  Jjer  may  na  mane  be  safe  bot  if  be  lufe 
saluacyone,  wbilke  lufe  be  may  bafe  pat  lyfes  and  dyes  in  pe 
laweste  dcgre  of  cbarite.  Also  I  may  say  on  a-no])er  wyse  ]jat 
be  })at  cane  nogbte  lufe  J)is  blessede  nam  Ibesu  with  gastely 
myrthe,  ne  enjoye  in  it  with  beuenly  mclodye  here,  be  sail  neuer 
bafe  ne  fele  in  pe  blysse  of  Heuene  jjat  fulbede  of  souerayne  joye, 
]>e  wbilke  be  Jjat  mygbte  in  }>is  lyfe  by  habondance  of  perfite 
cbarite  enjoye  in  Ibesu  sail  bafe  and  fele,  and  so  may  Jjaire 
saynge  be  vndirstanden.  Neuer-jje-les  be  sail  be  safe  and  bafe 
full  mede  in  ]>e  sygbte  of  Godd,  all  if  be  be  in  ]?is  lyfe  in  the 
laweste  degre  of  cbarite  by  kepyng  of  Goddes  comj^andemeutes, 
ffor  Criste  sayse  in  the  Gospelle,  '  In  domo  Patris  mei  mansiones 
multe  su?it.'  In  my  fadir  bouse  erre  many  sere  dwellynges. 
Su»i  are  for  perfitt  sanies,  \>e  wbilke  in  l^is  lyfe  ware  fulfillede  of 
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grace  of  ]>e  Haly  Gaste,  and  sang  louyngs  to  Godd  m  cowtem- 
placione  of  Hyni  with  wonderful!  swetncs  and  heuenly  sa\our. 
pise  saules,  for  bay  hade  maste  charite,  sail  liaue  begheste  mede  in  some  tiiere 

'^  '  r    J  <=  are  of  great 

be  blvsse  of  Heuene,  ffor  hke  ere  callid  Goddes  derlyngs.     Othir  advances  in 

'  •'  '  r  J     r>  God  s  love. 

saules  })at  ere  in  }>is  lyfe  inperfite  and  erre  noghte  disposed  to  Tiieseare 

cowtemplacyone  of  Godd,  ne  had  noghte  ]>e  fuUhede  of  charite,  as  ""*>'*• 
apostells  or  mai'tirs  had,  in  \>e  begynnyng  of  haly  Kirke,  Jjay 

sail  haue  be  lawere  mede  in  be  blyse  of  Heuene,  ffor  bise  er  others  of 

'  _  _       lower  attain - 

callede  Goddis  frendis.     pus  callis  oure  Lorde  chosene  saules  in   ment  who  are 

God's  frieiids, 

haly  writt,  sayand  thus,  '  Comedite  amici  et  inebriamini  caris- 
simi.'  Mi  frendes  ete  3e,  and  my  derlynges  be  ^e  drunkyn.  As 
if  oure  Lorde  said  one  j)is  ^^'yse,  3^  ]>at  er  my  fi-endis  for  56  keped 
my  comandme?ites  and  sett  my  lufe  be-fore  pe  lufe  of  pe  werlde, 
and  lufed  me  more  jjan  any  o]>er  erthely  tliynge,  je  sail  be  feedd 
•with  gastely  fude  of  ]>e  brede  of  lyfe.  Bot  3e  ]jat  er  my  derlynges 
and  noghte  anely  kepid  my  comandemewtis  bot  also  of  3oure 
awene  fre  will  fulfillede  my  consailles,  and  oujjer  Jjat  3e  luffed  me 
anely  enterely  with  all  \>e  myghtes  of  30ure  saule,  and  brynnede 
in  my  lufe  with  gastely  delyte,  as  did  pryncypally  ]>e  apostills 
and  ma7*tirs  and  all  o]>er  ))at  myghte  come  by  grace  to  j)e  g}'fte 
of  pe^feccione,  36  sail  be  made  drunken  with  pe  freeste  wyne 
in  my  celer,  Jjat  es  Jje  souereyne  ioye  of  lufe  in  jje  blysse  of 
Heuene.  To  the  whilke  blise  he  brynge  vs  ))at  boghte  vs  with 
his  precyouse  passione,  Thesu  Criste,  Goddes  sone  of  Heuene. 
Amen. 


GLOSSAEY. 


Abiled,  v.  made  strong  or  able, 
p.  20,  1.  30. 

Althirhegeste,  adj.  superl.  highest 
of  all,  p.  1,  1.  12.  Thusalther- 
fayi-est,  altherfyuest,  altherswet- 
test.  Vide  Gloss,  to  Alliterative 
Poems. 

Ane,  anely,  anelynes — alone,  lone- 
liness, '  by  mine  ane,'  by  myself, 
p.  5,  11.  5,  6,  12. 

Anehede,  s.  oneness,  union,  p.  14, 
1.3. 

Arett,  V.  attribute,  p.  31,  1.  23. 

Awe,  V.  owe,  ought,  p.  11,  1.  4. 

Bot,  adv.  except,  p.  1,  1.  16. 

Bouxomnes,  s.  obedience,  duty, 
p.  10,  L  36. 

Brennande,  adj.  burning,  p.  14, 1.1 2. 

By-houely,  adj.  befitting,  p.  26, 
\.  18. 

By-hoviys,  adv.  by  all  means,  fit- 
tingly, necessarily,  p.  5,  1.  15. 

Charge,  s.  heaviness,  p.  9,  1.  12. 
Chese,  v.  go,  journey,  p.  5,  1.  18. 

"  Towards  cliartris  they  chese,  these 
chevalrous  knyghttej." 

Mortc  Arthure,  i6i8. 

Cheson,    s.    reason,    good    cause, 

p.  10,  \.  5. 
Comonynge,  s.  communion,  p.  16, 

1.17. 
Compleccione,  s.  embracing,  fleshly 

intercourse,  p.  13,  1.  11. 


Cuppellynge,  s.  joining,  p.  34,  1.  1. 

Dede,  s.  death,  p.  2,  1.  4. 
Defaile,  v.  lack,  p.  2,  1.  11. 
Descrvnede,    v.    described,    p.  15, 

1.  32. 
Desederabill,  adj.   desirable,   p.  2, 

1.31. 
Distreynede,  v.  distracted,    p.  18, 

1.31. 
Drede,  s.  fear;  "  na  drede  Jjat  ne 

f»ay  ere,"  '  no  fear  but  that  they 

are,'  p.  4,  1.  18. 

Eggyng,  s.  edging,  temptation,  p. 

12,  i.  26. 
Elde,  s.  old  age,  p.  10,  1.  35. 
Enchesone,  s.  reason,  cause,  p.  7, 

1.6. 

Faile,  s.  hurt ;  "  what  may  do 
faile,"  '  what  can  cause  harm,' 
p.  3,  1.  25. 

Fandene,  v.  found,  p.  4,  1.  30. 

Fette,  s.  feet,  p.  8,  1.  4. 

Forbrekes,  v.  utterly  breaks,  p.  1 7, 
I.  18. 

For-thi,  adv.  therefore,  p.  10, 1.29. 

Fremede,  adj.  (Ger.  fremde),  un- 
connected by  blood,  strange,  p. 
8,  1.  20. 

Full,  adj.  foul,  p.  7,  1.  17. 

Fullhede,  s.  fulness,  p.  38,  1.  1. 

Fychede,  v.  pierced,  thurgh-fych- 
ede,  pierced  through,  p.  2,  1.  7. 


GLOSSARY. 


Ger,  V.  make,  cause,  p.  31,  1.  6. 
Gillery,  s.  trickery,  cheating,  p.  11, 

1.  18.   (Still  in  use  in  Lincolu- 

shire.) 
Gretvnge,  s.  crying,  grieving,  p.  5, 

1.  11. 
Greuesnes,    s.   gi-ievousness,   p.  3, 

1.  17. 
Grucliynge,  s.  giiidging,  grumbling, 

]>.  13,  1.  31,  p.  30,  1.  34. 

Haver,  s.  possession,  property,  p. 

24,  1.  17. 
Hele,  s.  salvation,  p.  1,  1.  12. 
Hille,  v.  heap  up,  p.  31,  1.  7. 
His,  pron.  =  its,  p.  15,  1.  16. 
Hope,  V.  think,  p.  36,  1.  21. 
Hyghte,  v.  promised,  p.  7,  1.  1. 

Incluse,   adj.   fixed   firmly,   p.  42, 

1.21. 
Inlawes   (Harl.  MS.   insawes),  v. 

plauts  or  sows  in,  p.  3,  1.  16. 

Kennede,  v.  made  to  know,  taught, 
p.  16,  1.  18. 

Knowe  (be  a  knowe),  pei'celve,  ac- 
knowledge, p.  31,  1.  22. 

Kyndly,  adv.  natural,  p.  14,  1.  11. 

Lappid,  V.  wrapped,  p.  5, 1. 2.  (Still 

in  use  in  Lincolnshire.) 
Lare,  s.  lore,  instruction,  p.  13,1.17. 
Laude,  adj.  lewd,  empty,  void  of, 

p.  1 1,  1.  3. 
Lawand,  v.  humbling,  p.  42,  1.  25. 
Leche,  v.  heal,  p.  2,  1.  7. 

"  Lengej  at  Lusscheburghe  to  lechene 
hys  knyghttej." 

Morte  Arfhare,  2388. 

Lelely,  adv.  loyally,  truly,  heartily, 

p.  3,  1.  9. 
Lessynge,  s.  losing,  p.  4,  1.  8. 
Lettys,  V.  stoppest,  p.  10,  1.  30. 
Lichoure,  s.  lecher,  p.  11,  1.  10. 
Loute,  V.  worship,  p.  9,  1.  17. 

"  All  ledis  me  lowttede  that  lengede 
in  erthe."    Morte  Arthure,  3286. 


Manerewyse,  s.  manner,  fashion,  p. 

14,  1.  18. 
Mawmetryse,  s.  idolatry,  p. 9, 1. 19; 

mawmet  or  mammet  =  puppet, 

image. 
Maystry,  s.  violence,  force,  p.  37, 

1.  11. 
Media  or  melle,   v.   mix,  mingle, 

p.  22,  1.  27. 
Medled  or  mellid,  adj.  mixed,  p. 

24,  1.  6,  p.  27,  \.  4. 
Mene,  v.  say,  tell,  (A.-S.  mcenan, 

vide  Gloss.  Allit.  Poems);   "  als 

mekill  to  be  mene,"  '  as  much 

as  to  say,'  p.  1,  1.  4. 
Mengede,  v.  mingled,  mixed,  p.  1 

1.  17.    Thus  of  Tubal  it  is  said,' 

"To  sundren  and  mengen  wise  he 
was."    Genesis  and  Exodus,  468. 

Merghly,  adv.  to  the  marrow,  p.  2, 

1.8. 
Mirke,  adj.  dark,  p.  20,  1.  22. 
Mowe,  V.  must,  p.  20,  1.  22. 
Myssawe,  s.  want  of  respect,  p.  11, 

1.1. 
Myster,  s.  need,  p.  12,  11.  5,  13. 

Nennenyd,  v.  spoken,  named,  p.  5, 
1.21. 

Nerehand,  adv.  nearly,  p.  2,  1.  9. 

NeiTe,  adj.  nearer,  p.  14,  1.  16. 

Noye,  s.  sorrow,  annoyance,  dis- 
gust, contempt,  p. 3, 1.1 8,  p. 4, 1.7. 

Obstance,  s.  .substance,  p.  18,  1.  27. 
Okyre,  s.  extortion,  usury,  p.  11, 

1.19. 
Onane,  adv.  anon,  presentlv,  p-31, 

1.  10. 
Oo,  oone,  adj.  one,  p.  22,  1.  29. 
Ouerganger,  s.  overcomer,   p.  20, 

1.21. 
Ouer-heghede,  v.  overset,  p.  8,1.5. 
Oys,  s.  use,  p.  11, 1.  13. 
Oysede,  v.  used,  p.  13,  1.  29. 

Perauntei%  adv.  porad\(ntiue.  p. 
41,  1.  4. 
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PeiT^,  s.  jewellery,  p.  27,  1.  25. 
Prow,  s.  profit,  p.  12,  1.  24. 
Pure,  adj.  poor,  p.  5,  I.  1. 
Pyne,  s.  sorrow,  p.  40,  1.  31. 

Quemfull,  adj.  earnest,  hearty,  p. 

33,  1.  10. 
Qwent,  adj.  quaint,  curious,  p.  41, 

1.  22. 

Eaunsaker,  s.  investigator,  p.  42, 

1.  7. 
Kedies,  v.  prepares ;  "  redies  thee," 

'  makes  thyself  ready,'  p.  3,  1.  4. 
Rewe,  V.  draw  away,  steal,  p.  8, 

I.  18. 
Eufyngs,  s.  talkings,  sayings,  p.  1 7, 

1.  32. 
Ruysand,  v.  raising,    puffing    up, 

p.  12,  1.  22. 

Sadely,  adv.  firmly,  p.  14,  1.  6. 

Saghes,  s.  saws,  doctrines,  teach- 
ing, p.  43,  1.  12. 

Schenchipp,  s.  injury,  mischief,  p. 
39,  1.  8. 

Sekyrly,  adv.  securely,  p.  5,  1.  18. 

Sensualite,  s.  the  senses,  p.  13, 
\.  21. 

Sere,  adj.  several,  various,  p.  9, 1.6. 

Sky  11,  s.  reason,  p.  13,  11.  21,  27. 

Slokyns,  v.  slackens,  quenches,  p. 
3,  1.12. 

Sothely,  adv.  truly,  surely,  in  sooth, 
p.  1,  1.  4. 

Speride,  v.  enclosed,  p.  38,  1.  25. 

"  Quhu  Lucifer,  j^at  deuel  dwale, 
Brogt  mankiiide  in  sinue  and  bale 
And  held  him  i>perd  in  helles  male." 
Genesis  and  Exodus  (E.E.T.S.),  1.  22. 

Stallworthely,  adv.  strongly,  vio- 
lently, p.  6,  1.  8. 

Stere,  v.  direct,  encourage,  p.  25, 
1.4. 

Stonyes,  v.  astonish,  overwhelm, 
p.  43,  1.  18. 

Strobillynge,  s.  trouble,  distraction, 
p.  22,  1.  2. 


Stryne,  v.  strain,  ]>.  37,  1.  16. 
Swylke,  adj.  such,  p.  11,  1.  3. 
Sybbe,   adj.   near  in   blood,   p.  8, 

1.  20. 

Sythes,  v.  times,  oft-sythes,  often- 
times, p.  16,  1.  19. 

Tagillynge,  s.  entangling,  p.  13, 1.6. 
Taicle,  s.  salve,  p.  36,  1.  31. 
Takynnynge,  s.  token,  mark,  seal, 

p.  2,  1.  3. 
Tene,  s.  sorrow,  misery,  p.  8,  1.  26. 

"  That  shall  turne  the  to  tene  and 
torfere  for  ever." 

Morte  Arthure,  1956. 

Tente,  v.  attended  to,   cared  for, 

p.  28,  1.  2. 
Thythen,  adv.  thence,  p.  2,  1.  27. 
Tothire,  adj.  second,  p.  10,  11.3,28. 
Trauvliouse,  adj.  laboiious,  active, 

p.  29,  1.  23. 

Umbethynke,  v.  remember,  p.  10, 

1.21. 
Unbuxomnes,   s.   insubordination, 

disobedience,  p.  20,  1.  7. 
Unmyghty,  adj.  weak,  p.  10,  1.  35. 

Chaucer. 
Unnethes,  adv.  scarcely,  hardly,  p. 

2,  I.  8. 

"  At  the  grete  instannee  of  the 
kynge  unuethe  coude  he  gete 
Saint  Hughe,  but  at  the  last 
by  commandment  of  his  oneryst 
he  was  sent  into  the  reame  of 
England."  Life  of  S.  Hv//h, 
Golden  Legend. 

Vagacyone,    s.    wandering,    ]>.  14, 

1.6. 
Vnkouande,  adj.  ignorant,  foolish, 

p.  35,  1.  19. 
Vnskillwyse,  adj.  foolish,  vain,  p. 

14,  1.  29. 

Weme,  s.  trace,  stain,  p.  38,  1.1. 
Wcnde,  v.  thought,  p.  29,  1.  17. 
Wittcrlv,  adv.  entirely,  completely, 
p.  25,  1.  25. 
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Wrethe,  v.  anger,  p.  12,  1.  27. 
Wyete,  v.  kuow,  p.  4,  1.  30. 
Wyne,  v.  obtain,  win,  p.  11,  1.  3. 
Wyssyng,  s.  knowing,  information, 
p.  36,  1.  8. 

Yevynge,  v.  giving,  p.  22,  1.  10. 
Ynesche,  adv.  towards,  p.  8,  1.  20. 

3arenande,  adv.  concerning,  touch- 
ing, towards,  p.  2,  1.  17. 


3ede  or  jode,  v.  went,  p.  4,  1.  26. 
"  And  al  day  l^e  lorde  J^u-s  jede  his 
gate."  All.  Poems,  A.  525. 

3ernynge,  s.  longing,  yearning  for, 
p.  2,  1.  18. 

"jelde  J)e,  syr,  japely,  jife  i>o\i  )>i  lyfe 
Bernej."        Morte  Arthui'e,  1502. 

3ettide,  v.  poured-out-5cttide, 
poured  out,  p.  1,  1.  1 ;  in-3et- 
tynge,  pouring  in,  ]>.  4,  1.  9. 

3itt,  adv.  yet,  p.  7,  1.  25. 


ERRATA. 

P.  5.  1.  22.     For  nenuenyd  read  neuenyd. 
P.  10.  1.  6.     For  nenenes  read  neuenes. 
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PREFACE. 


After  telling  Mrs  Gaskell  one  day  a  story  for  the  truth  of  which 
I  could  not  vouch,  she  said,  with  her  beautiful  bright  smile,  "  Xow 
I'm  going  to  believe  that,  whether  it's  true  or  not.  It  ought  to  be 
true."  On  looking  through  the  Lambeth  MS.  853,  wliich  Mr  Stubbs 
kindly  handed  to  me  in  Lambeth  Palace  Library,  I  could  not  help 
saying,  "  I'U  print  it  aU,  whether  it  contains  early  versions  or  late  ; 
it  is  a  jolly  little  Manuscript  "  : — a  chubby  vellum  quarto,  written  in 
a  large,  clear,  upright  hand,  which  looked  at  first  sight  fourteenth 
century,  but  -which  the  Museum  authorities  whom  I  afterwards  con- 
sulted put  at  about  1430  a.d.  As  nice  a  little  volume  as  one  Avould 
wish  to  handle  ;  a  pleasing  contrast  to  the  shabby,  scrubby,  paper 
Percy  folio  of  two  hundred  years  later  that  I  am  now  Avorking 
at.  Accordmgly,  the  whole  IMS.  is  in  type  for  the  Society, 
and  I  hope  members  have  no  cause  to  regret  it,  for  though  earlier 
versions  of  some  of  the  poems  are  no  doubt  in  existence, — I  have 
jirinted  one  at  least  sixty  years  older  at  pp.  106,  108,  110,  112, 
to  show  how  the  late  text  has  changed  • — yet  the  Lambeth  ]\IS.  has 
given  us  the  better  text  of  The  Complaint  of  Christ,  in  "  Political, 
Peligious,  and  Love  Poems,"  (E.E.T.S.,  1866,)  a  better  text  of  "The 
Parliament  of  Devils  "  than  that  printed  by  Wynkyn  dc  Wordc,  and 
the  l)cst  texts  yet  printed  of  the  far-famed  Stems  Pner  ad  Maisani, 
"  Iluw  the  Good  Wife  tauglit  her  Daughter,"  and  "  Ib.w  the  Wise 
jMan  taught  his  Son,"  &c.:  these,  besides  otlu-r  poems  of  considerable 

'  Two  words  at  least  of  the  earlier  text— saii^foi  and  riisan^iCf  "  to  recoiieilo  " 
and  "unreconciled,  at  enmity,"  p.  lOS,  1.  37-38,  were  unknown  to  the  late  Kribe, 
and  were  changed  by  him  to  so/kit  and  umnft. 
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beauty  and  interest  in  the  present  volume,  and  tlie  other  Texts  I 
have  lately  edited,  or  am  now  editing,  for  the  Society.  The  early 
Englishman,  like  the  modern  one,  Avas  a  religious  and  superstitious 
person,  and  as  any  one  in  2360  a.d.  shoidd  know  of  us,  that  in  many 
educated  (or  deducated ')  persons'  minds  now,  baptism  by  an  epis- 
copally-ordained  clergyman  is  necessary  to  salvation,  that  a  man's 
being  drowned  while  boating  on  Sunday  is  a  just  judgment  of  God, 
Avhereas  a  similar  death  on  ]\Ionday  is  a  sad  accident,  with  a  hundred 
other  like  notions  ^ ;  so  we  should  know  of  our  forefathers,  if  we  would 
estimate  them  aright,  wliat  their  religious  belief  and  superstitious 
fancies  were.  Mary-worship,  Parliament  of  Devils,  Stations  of  Eome, 
St  Gregory's  Trental,  and  what  not :  let  us  have  them  all :  all  the  non- 
sense, as  well  as  the  expressions  of  the  pure,  simple  faith,  that  througli 
life  and  death  our  men  of  old  held  to.  And  a  survey  of  our  early 
religious  poetry  will,  I  believe, — and  so  far  as  I  may  speak  from  some 
work  at  it, — result  in  a  verdict  favourable  to  the  plain  good  sense 

1  "Wc  sadly  want  some  word  like  this  deducate,  dedtication,  &c.,  to  denote  the 
wilful  down-leading  into  prejudice  and  unreason,  in  Politics  at  least,  so  prevalent  in 
England  and  everywhere  else,  to  support  unjust  social  arrangements  and  abuses 
because  they  exist,  or  are  in  the  interest  of  a  powerful  class,  &c.  Let  any  one  think 
of  the  amount  of  deducatiou  attempted  about  the  Repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws,  the  old 
and  modern  Reform  Bills,  the  late  American  War,  &c.,  and  then  see  how  hard  the 
deducators  still  are  at  their  work ! 

2  "  Dr  Pusey  has  written  another  letter  to  the  Times,  stating  his  opinion  of 
absolution.  He  believes  that  Christ,  conferring  upon  the  Apostles  the  power  to 
remit  sins,  intended  to  confer  it  also  upon  their  '  successors. '  He  therefore  holds 
that  every  successor  has  the  power  to  remit  the  sins  of  penitent  persons  as  fully  as 
Christ  himself  could  have  done  ;  and  so  he  affirms,  on  the  authority  of  the  Ordination 
Service,  the  Church  of  England  also  holds.  In  other  tvordi,  Christ  intended  to 
leave  the  salvation  of  souls  dependent  on  the  will  of  such  human  beings  as  cm  be 
proved  to  have  been  ordained  by  the  ordained  up  through  the  ages  to  Himself.  One 
single  unordained  Bishop,  say  in  the  middle  ages  or  the  third  century,  would  spoil 
the  whole  arrangement.  Wliy  does  not  Dr  Pusey  claim  the  power  of  working 
miracles  given  to  the  Apostles  at  the  same  time  ?  The  invisibility  of  the  power  is 
no  greater  obstacle  in  the  one  case  than  the  other.  If  the  sick  did  not  get  visibly 
better  for  the  priest's  touch,  neither  do  the  bad  get  visibly  better  for  his  absolution. 
After  all,  does  the  human  race  advance  ?  A  Roman  gentleman  would  have  smiled 
at  a  superstition  so  gross  as  that  which  Dr  Pusey  dignifies  with  the  name  of 
Christianity."  186G,  Dec.  1,  The  Spectator,  p.  1326,  col.  1-2.  Dr  Pusey  and  his 
school  may  not  admit  the  correctness  of  the  statement  above,  "  In  other  words." 
I  only  wish  to  register  here  the  opinion  of  one  of  our  best  edited  weeklies  on  this 
point,  and  to  note  that  however  comical  the  view  stated,  and  a  thousand  like  ones, 
may  seem  to  our  man  of  2360  .\.d.  they  were  equally  so  to  many  in  1866  a.v. 
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and  practical  going  straight  at  tlie  iiiaiu  jioint  wliicli  Englislimeu 
pride  tlieniselves  on,  whatever  amount  of  ])])ilistinism  and  humbug 
is  mixed  up  Avith  these  qualities.  The  burden  of  the  early  songs  (as 
I  read  them)  is  a  prayer  for  forgiveness  of  sins,  a  desire  to  get  out  of 
the  filth  of  the  flesh,  and  rise,  as  well  here  as  hereafter,  into  the 
purer  and  higher  life  which,  to  tlie  believer,  union  with  his 
Saviour  implied  and  implies. 

Many  of  the  poems  in  this  volume  seem  to  me  very  touching  and 
beautiful,  and  I  hope  other  readers  Avill  find  them  so  too.  The  most 
interesting  to  me  is  the  one  I  have  entitled,  from  1.  638  in  it,  p.  78, 
"  The  Mirror  of  the  Periods  of  Man's  Life,  or  Bids  of  the  Virtues 
and  Vices  for  the  Soul  of  Man,"  pp.  58-78.  It  sketches  the  tempt- 
ations of  the  well-off  man  of  the  period — the  MS.  is  ab,  1430  a.d. 
— from  the  time  when  he  was  new-born  from  his  mother  till,  at  a 
hundred  years  old,  Overhope  and  Wanhopc  (despair)  would  ruin  him, 
but  Good  Hope  and  Good  Faith  bring  him  to  trust  in  God's  mercy.  At 
twenty — wliicli  may  be  a  misprint  for  fifteen,  xx  for  xv, — this  is  the 
choice  presented  to  the  young  man. 

Quod  resou??,  "  in  age  of  .xx.  3eer. 
Goo  to  oxenford,  or  lerne  lawe." 

Quod  lust,  "  harpe  &  giterne  Ipere  may  y  leere, 
And  pickid  stalfe  &  buckelerc,  ])e?'e-wij)  to  plane. 

At  taueme  to  make  wo??zmen  myrie  cheere, 
And  wilde  felawis  to-gidere  drawe, 

And  be  to  bciuond  '  A  good  S(piyer 
Al  ny3t  til  pa  day  do  da  we. 

I  For  an  explanation  of  this  hemnnd^  I  have  asked  in  vain  Jfr  Chappcll,  Mr 
Way,  Mr  Morris,  IVIr  Skeat,  Mr  Wrijjht,  &c.,  &c.  Tiie  only  interpretation  I  can 
suggest  is  drawn  from  a  passage  in  Le  Venery  de  Twety,  Cotton  MS.  Vesp.  B.  xii.» 
printed  in  Eeliquue  AntiqiKc,  vol.  I.,  pp.  149-154.  At  pp.  152-3  we  read,  of  the 
hounds  hunting  the  hare,  "  And  if  eny  fynde  of  hym,  where  he  hath  ben,  llyeher  or 
Bemoncl,  ye  sliall  say,  oijez  a  Heniond  le  vayUaunt,  que  quide  trovcre  le  coivanl,  ou  le 
court  cow."  The  name  Bemond  miglit  easily  pass  from  the  leading  hound  to  the 
leader  of  a  revel,  or  be  used,  by  personifieation,  for  a  faneied  god  df  indulgence  in 
women  and  wine,  a  sort  of  Haeehus.  I  think  it  eertain  that  this  bciiwnd  lias  nothing 
to  do  with  the  kmol  (Hat,  b),  and  biquarre  (natural,  the  s(|uare  b,  Q)  of  tlie  curious 
Boug  on  learning  music  in  Itcliqnuc  Autiqiuc,  vol.  I.,  p.  292,  or  the  bcmij  of  tli'-' 
IJurlesciuc,  p.  83,  ib.  last  line.  In  our  early  music  books  B  is  si,  thougli  in  the 
earliest  I  liave  seen,  no  name  is  given  to  it. 

b 
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Conscience's  remonstrance  that  this  will  waste  his  friends'   money 
and  his  oa\ti  time  and  learning,  is  answered  by 

"  Good  conscie?2ce,  goo  preche  to  ]je  post, 

J?i  councel  sauerijj  not  my  tast  .  .  . 
Al  my  lust  y  wole  ful-fille, 

I  wole  spare  no  Avomman." 
After   the   advice  of  Pride,   Gluttony,   Lechery,  "Wrath,    En^-)", 
Sloth,  Covetousness,  and  Avarice,  to  the  young  man,  hoAv  to  indulge 
his  passions  and  lusts,  comes  Pride  agam  vnih.  this  bit  of  counsel  as 
to  dress : 

"  Apparailo  fe  propirli,"  quod  Pride, 

"  Loke  J)i  pockettis  passe  ])e  lengist  gise  ; 
Slatre  ])i  clothis  bojje  schorte  &  side  [  =  "svide] 
Passi7?ge  all  o])ere  mennis  sise." 
And  so  the  poem  continues  with  allusions,  more  or  less,  to  the  manners 
of  the  times.     The  jjocJcettis  of  the  verses  last  quoted  serve  to  fix  the 
date  of  the  composition  of  the  poem,  if  they  are  (as  I  suppose  them 
to  be)  what   Camden    in  his  Eemaines,   p.   19G,   calls   '■^  pochetting 
sleeves."  '     He  says 

"  Of  the  long  pocketting  sleeves  in  the  time  of  King  Henry  the 
Fourth,  Hocclive,  a  mast-er  of  that  age,  sings, 

Noiv  hath  this  land  little  need  of  broomes 
To  sweep  aicay  the  filth  out  of  the  streete, 
Sen  side  sleeves  of  j^ennilesse  groomes 
Will  it  uj)  liclce,  he  it  dr%j  or  weete." 
The  woodcut  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucester^]  on  p.  153  of  Mr  Fairholt's 
Costume  in  England,  copied  from  the  Eoyal  MS.  15  E  4  (fol.  14),  in  the 
British  Museum,  shows  the  long  pocket  sleeve  admirably,  and  '  his 
crimson  jacket   furred    with    deep   red   is    exceedingly  short,'    but 
gathered  in  close  folds  behind.     At  p.  159  of  Eairholt  is  another 
woodcut  of  an  attendant  with  the  pocket  sleeve,  from  the  same  Eoyal 
MS.  14  E  4.      On  fol.  133  of  the  same  Eoyal  MS.  are  three  figures 
with  the  long  pocket  sleeves,  and  one  of  them  has  his  sleeves  tied 

1  Pockets  begin  to  appear  in  women's  dresses  in  Edward  the  Third's  time,  says 
Fairholt,  and  are  shown  in  that  king's  daughter's  dress  on  the  south  side  of  his 
tomb  in  Westminster  Abbey,  as  copied  in  Fairholt,  p.  100. 
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beliind  his  back,  just  below  the  bottom  of  his  jacket.  Tlie  very 
wide  and  short  doublet  seems  not  to  have  ajjpeared  till  about 
1460,  and  not  to  liave  been  slaslied.  The  tighter  plaited  jacket 
of  Edward  the  Fourth's  reign,  also  contemporary  with  pocket  sleeves, 
had  "  large  sleeves,  open  at  the  sides  to  display  the  shirt  beneath,"  as 
shoMai  in  the  cut  on  pages  154  and  159  of  Fairholt.  This  is  the  only 
slat  ring  (supposing  it  means  slashing)  shown  in  the  figures,  unless  the 
opening  for  the  arm  in  the  long  pocket  sleeve  be  meant  by  the  words 
of  the  poem.  But  the  slashing  of  garments  was  at  least  as  early  as 
Chaucer's  'so  mochil  pounsyng  of  chiseles  to  make  holes,  so  moche 
daggyng  of  sheris'  (Persones  Tale,  ed.  Wright,  p.  143,  col.  2). 

The  rere  or  late  suppers  noticed  in  1.  374  of  this  Mirror  poem  are 
complained  of  by  Roberd  of  Bruime  in  1303,  .  Handlyng  Synne,  p. 
22G,  1.  72G0-3.  (See  also  the  servants'  'reresopers'  denounced,  1. 
72G8-79.) 

Eere  sopers  yn  pryuyte, 

Wyf  glotonye  echone  Jjey  be  ; 

And  Jjyr  is  moche  waste  ynne, 

And  gadryng  of  oujier  synne. 
Doubtless  Roberd  was  not  the  first  preacher  who  inveighed  against 
them.     He  also  complains  of  the  rich  man  lying  long  in  bed  on 
Sundays. 

When  he  hery])  a  bel  ryng 

To  holy  cherche  men  kallyng, 

pan  may  he  not  hys  bedde  lete,  ' 

But  )3an  behoue])  hym  lygge  and  swete. 

And  take  fe  mery  mornyng  slepe. 

ll(UHlhj)ig  Synne,  p.  135,  1.  4258-G2. 
For  the  last  three  Poems  in  this  voluma  I  am  indebted  to  Mr  W. 
Aldis  Wright,  who  copied  them  from  ]\1SS.  under  his  charge  in  the 
Library  of  the  Trinity  College,  Cambridge.  The  first,  Quindechn 
Signa  ante  diem  Judicii,  he  desired  to  print  on  account  of  its 
variations  from  tlie  other  earlier  versions  of  the  I'ocm  in  the  E.E. 
I'oems  I  edited  for  the  Philological  Society  (Transactions  1858,  Pt. 
II.  pp.  7-1 2),  in  Ilampole's  Pricke  of  Conscience,  the  Metrical  llomiliea 
edited  by  Mr  Small  (in  E.  E.  Poems  as  above,  i>p.  1G2-3),  &c.     The 
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second  forms  a  companion  to  the  Virgin's  Complaint  in  our  Political, 
Religious,  and  Love  Poems,  1866,  and  the  third  is  given  for  its 
historic  interest,  and  its  contrast  to  the  temper  in  which  the  later 
chronicler  wrote  of  Archbishop  Scrope's  death. 

Some  of  the  poems  bear  traces  of  having  been  Southernized  from 
a  l^orthern  original,  as  in  using  boon  for  hanp,  p.  25,  1.  108,  las- 
tande  na  mare,  1.  115,  si^hande,  p.  30,  1.  261,  and  Mr  Perry  has  just 
sent  me  a  version  from  the  JS'orthern  Thornton  MS.  of  the  Sweetness  of 
Jesus,  pp.  8-11,  here,  pp.  83-6  of  the  Text  edited  by  Mr  Perry  from 
the  Thornton  MS.  that  will  appear  with  tliis  one.  I  have  only  in  con- 
clusion to  return  thanks  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  for  the 
loan  of  his  pretty  little  Manuscript,  and  to  Mr  Aldis  Wright  for  his 
help,  always  so  willingly  given,  notwithstanding  the  pressure  of 
crowds  of  otlier  work  that  would  overwhelm  an  ordinary  man, 

3  St  George's  S(iuarc,  X.W. 
12thXovember,  1866. 
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P.  27,  1.  171.  Lijicncs  is  no  doubt  a  miswriting  of  the  MS.  for  xijfiiics, 
sickness. 

P.  01,  1.  06.  Put  "   aflrr  dawc. 

P.  119,  1,  3S.  Fur  dryve.  read  dryvc,  (comma  for  full  stop). 


CONTENTS. 


Page 

Contents  of  the  Laiuljeth  MS.  853               .          "   .             .  xv-xvi 
Notes                 .             .              .              .              .              .        xvii-xviii 

HYMNS    TO    THE    VIRGIN. 

Ve7u',  Coronaherls   ......  1-3 

(A  Song  of  great  Sweetness  from  Christ  to  his  daintiest  Dam) 

Hail,  Blessed  INIary  !      .              .              .              .              .  4-5 

Ave  Maria               ......  0,-1 

POEMS    TO    CHRIST. 

The  Sweetness  of  Jesus               .             .             .             .  8-11 
Be  my  Coumfort,  Crist  Ihesus  !       .             .             .             .12-14 

Richard  de  Castre's  Prayer  to  JesiLs       .             .             ,  15-17 

Do  Merci  bifore  thi  lugement          ....  18-21 

The  Love  of  Jesus         .....  22-31 

Se  wliat  oure  Lord  sufTride  for  ourc  Sake     .             .             .  32-4 

I  wiyte  my  silf  myn  owne  Woo             .             .             .  35-9 

The  Virtues  of  the  Xame  Jesus  (in  Prose)       ...  40 

OTHER    RELIGIOUS   POEMS. 

The  Deuelis  rerlamcnt,  or  rarlanientum  of  Focndis             .  41-57 

The  Mirror  of  tlie  Periods  of  IMan's  Life             .             .  58-78 

(Or  Bids  of  the  Virtues  &  Vices  for  the  Soul  of  Man) 

God  send  us  Paciens  in  ourc  Olde  Age        .             .             .  79-82 

This  World  is  but  a  Vanytc  (An  Old  Man's  Lament)             .  83-5 

This  World  is  false  and  vain            ....  8G-7 

c 


XIV  CONTEXTS    OF    THIS    VOLUME. 

Pase 

Earth    .......  88-90 

ReueHere   (In  Englisch  Tungc  "  Tumo  A^en  !  ")  .  .  .91-4 

Merci  passith  Ei3t\visnes  ....  95-100 

(A  Dialogue  between  a  despairing  Sinner  and  IMercy) 

The  Belief  .......      101-3 

The  Ten  Commandments  ....  104-5 

Keep  Wei  Cristes  Coniaundement :  two  texts, 

I.  from  the  Vernon  MS.  (Bodleian  Libr.)  ab.  1.370  a.d.  ;  even  pages    lOG-112 

II.  from  the  Lambeth  MS.  853  ab.  14.30  a.d.  ;  odd  pages  .         107-1 1 3 

The  Sixtene  Poyntis  of  Chavite        .  .  .  .114-117 

Quindecim  Shjna  ante  diem  Judicij        .  .  .  118-25 

"Wlio-can  not  Avepe,  com  lerne  of  me  .  .  .       126-7 

(The  Virgin's  Lament  over  her  dead  Son) 

The  Death  of  Archbishop  Scrope  (8  June,  1405)  .  128 

Extract  from  Halle's  Vnion  as  to  Archlip.  Scrojie's  Death    .     129-30 
Glossary  ......         131-137 

mtes  .......  137 

Index  nf  First  Lines      .....  138-9 


CONTENTS  OF  THE  LAMBETH  MS.  853. 


Pafre 
of  MS. 


1.  Surge  mea  Sponsa         .       1 

(printed  here  p.  1-3.) 

2.  In  a  Tabernacle.    Quia 

Amove  langueo.         .       4 

(Political,  Reli£;ions,  and  Love  Poems, 
E.  E.  T.  Soc.,  1866,  p.  148-00.) 

3.  In  a  valey    ...       7 

(Pol.,  Rel.,  &  L." Poems,  1866,  p.  150-8.) 

4.  Ihesii  Jii  swetnes  .     14 

(printed  here  p.  8-11.) 

5.  Ihesus  fiat  sprong  .     20 

(here  p.  12-14.) 

G.  Heil  he  \o\\  ]\Iaiie  .     24 

(here  p.  4-.5.) 

7.  Hcil  l)e  )30u  IMaric  .     2G 

(here  p.  6-7.) 

8.  Oratio  E.  de  Castre       .     28 

(here  p.  15-17.) 

9.  WHioso  wilnej)   .  \       ^r. 

ArisMhh  A  B  a     ]       ^ 

(Babccs  Boke,  &c.,   E.  E.  T.  Soc., 
1867,  p.  11-12.) 

1 0.  Win  is  bis  world  biloued     32 

(here  p.  86-7.) 

1 1 .  Er);e  out  of  er  Jie    .  .     35 

(here  p.  88-90.) 

1  2.  In  ))ep,  god  fadir    .       \       r.^ 
Thr  Bi-llrf.  .       ]        '^■' 

(here  p.  101-3.) 

1 3.   ]\Iau  among  \>i  uiyrjji.s, 

77i(;     IG     2"""^-'^     "f^       '^^ 
Char  If)) 

(here  p.  111-7.) 


Papre 
of  MS. 


14.  Every    man    sclmlde  \ 

teclie  J)is  lore  or       f 
The    Ten    Command-  \ 
mer/fs  .        > 

(here  p.  104-5.) 

15.  I  warne  eclie  liif  or     \ 
The    Ten    Command-  \ 

menfsihere  p.  107-113.)  ) 

IG.  Tliere  is  no  creature 
Do   vicroj    hifore    \)i 
ivqement 

'  (here  p.  18-21.) 

17.  As  y  gan  wandre  or 
This   world  is    hut  a 

vani/te 

(here  p.  83-5.) 

18.  In  a  neon  tijd 
Reuerfcre  (here  p.  91-4.) 

19.  Bi  a  forest  .       ^ 
Biijht  vole  for^p    .        ] 

(here  p.  95-100.) 

20.  As  rcsoun  rewlid  or     '^ 
F/Iiiift  Regis  .        ) 

(Polit.,  Religious,  and  Love  Poems, 
E.  E.  T.  Soc,  1866,  p.  205-13.) 

21.  This     is    goddis     owiio 

comjdaint 

(Political,   Religious,  and  Love 
I'ocms,  186G,  p.  161-9.) 

21.  If  ))ou  wole  he  well 
(Prose.     Here  p.  40.) 

21.    Ltnio  :,s  lijf  (herop.  22-31.) 


47 

49 
54 

58 
Gl 


81 

88 
90 


CONTEXTS    OF    THE    LAMBETH    MS.  sr.S. 


Pase 
of  MS. 


22.  The  good  wijf  tau3te  hir 

dou3tir     . 
(Babees  Boke,  &c.,  E.  E.  T.  Soc, 
1867,  p.  36-47.) 

23.  From  fe  tyme 
God  send  «•■*  ^?ac/e??s 

(here  p.  79-82.) 

24  Bothe  3onge  &  olde 

(here  p.  32-4.) 

25.  How  Mankinde  doojj 
bigyiine 
The  Mirror 

(here  p.  58-78.) 

2.G.  Mi  dere  sone     . 

Stems  Puer 
(Babees  Boke,  &c.,  E.  E.  T.  Soc, 
1867,  p.  27-33.) 

27.  Sone    y     schal     Jjec  \ 

scliewe  .  ' 

Se    what    Our    Lord  i 

Sllfride  (here  p.  32-4)  / 


102 

113 
117 

120 
1.50 

155 


P.1SH 

of  MS. 


Soc. 


28.  "Whanne    Mary    was  j 

greet       .         .         ; 
Parliampnt  of  Devils  ) 
(here  p.  41-57.) 

29.  If  so  be  J)at  lecliis 

(Babees  Boke,  &c.,  E.  E.  T. 
1867,  p.  54-8.) 

30.  ListiiiJ)  lordingis 
How    the    wise   man 

tnught  his  So7i 
(Babees  Boke,  &c.,  p.  48-52.) 

3 1 .  Tlius  oure  gracious  god 
The     Complaint    of 

au-ist 

(Political,  Rel.,  and  Love  Poems, 
1866,  p.  169-203.) 

32.  In  my  ^onge  age 
/  wiijte  my  silf  myn 

owns  ivoo 

(here  p.  3.5-9.) 


J 


157 


1S2 


186 


193 


226 

to 
233 


iNOTES. 

Pref.  p.  iv,  1.  7.  A  just  judgmciit  of  God.  Compare  Cotgrave's  "  Fne 
lamlje  de  diea.  Soe  doe  the  canting  and  blasphemous  rogues  of  France  tearme 
a  cankered,  gangrened,  or  desperately-sore  leg.     a.d.  IGll. 

p.  3.5.  I  w'ujte  iHi/self  mi/ii  oiciie  woo.  Sir  F.  Madden,  in  his  Introduction 
to  S^r  Gawai/ne,  p.  Ixv,  notes  another  copy  of  this,  "  a  Poem  in  ten  eight-line 
stanzas,  the  burden  of  which  is  'I  witc  my  self  myne  owne  wo,'  on  fol.  71  of 
MS.  "Rawlinson,  C.  8G,  Bodleian  Library.  It  begins  '  In  my  youthe  fulle 
wylde  I  was.' "  Another  is  printed  from  MS.  Cotton.  Calig.  A  ii  fol.  100, 
V  in  Bellquice  Aiitiquce,  v.  1,  p.  197-200.  It  is  in  15  stanzas  of  8,  with  two  in- 
troductory lines  : 

I  may  say,  and  so  may  mo, 

I  wyte  niysylfe  myne  owene  woo. 

p.  41.  "  The  Prty-lyament  of  Deuylles  "  was  also  '■  Enprynted  In  Loudon 
In  Powels  chyrcheyarde  By  Julyan  Notary.  A.  M.  M.CCCCC.  &  xx  " ;  and 
Wynkyn  de  Wordc's  edition  of  1509  was  "  reprinted  by  Nicol  for  R.  Heber, 
Esq.,  as  his  coutrii)ution  to  the  Roxburghe  Club,  but  for  private  reasons, 
never  issued  to  its  members."  Bohi's  Lowndes.  Colophon.  "  Thus  eudeth  the 
parlyament  of  deuylles.  Enprynted  by  Wynkyn  de  word  /  pryuter  uuto  the 
jnoost  excellent  pryncesse  my  lady  the  kynges  moder.  The  yere  of  our  lorde 
.M.CCCCC.  &  ix." 

p.  58.  The  Mirror.  In  Admiral  Swinburne's  incomplete  copy  of  The  nolle 
Ij/fe  c^-  natures  of  vian  Of  testes  /  serpenfysj fowles  Sj-  fisshes  1/  he  mostc  knowen, 
by  Laurels  A^^drewe  of  ye  towne  of  Cabs,  is  a  large  cut  running  across  both 
l)ages  (a  iii  b,  a  iv),  of  the  Tea  Ages  of  Man,  in  ten  double  compartments, 
boy  and  man  in  the  ten  stages  at  top,  and  the  ten  beasts  he  is  likened  to, 
underneath.    Below  are  verses  applying  to  each  age. 

"  Here  after  foloweth  the  ten  ages  of  mankynde  lykened  be  ten  dyuers 
best's  as  here  is  exprcsly  shewed  /  and  how  the  uatu"c  of  mankynde  dothe 
chau/^ge  from  ten tymc  of  a co  .  .  . 

[Cut  of]  The  .X.  Ages. 

[Fro]M  one  vnto  .x.  a  childe  is  he 
[Whyp]i/^ge  his  toppe  w/t//  sporte  &  playc 
[Lep]yng  as  yc  gote  riglit  merily. 
.  .  .  .  s  his  care  bothe  nyght  &  day 
[At  .XX.  yere  he  is  iocond  an]d  plcsand 
t  pryde  * 


^  At  .XXX.  yere  he  is  named  a  man 
And  syl)  to  the  bull  of  nature  strongo 
Reuc/vgiiigc  his  right  wlierc  cucr  he  ca; 
with  wliome  it  Ijc  Ijothc  short  ic  Jonjo 


XVUl  NOTES. 

5[  Nowe  forty  yere  lie  is  y\vys 

Co/nlicyond  as  a  lyon  in  euery  degre 

Which  maketh  hjm  often  w/t//outen  mys 

To  lese  his  wysdom  beleue  ye  me 
5[  At  fifty  yere  then  can  he  glose 

Wily  as  the  forein  worde  and  dede 

That  euer  wyll  wy/me  &  neuer  lose 

&  eke  of  his  seruyse  he  wyl  haue  niede 
^  At  Ihrescore  yere  he  dothe  descende 

But  couetyse  in  him  is  rooted  than 

Euyn  as  the  woIfe  he  doth  amende/i 

y  w'oroeth  the  shcpe  wher  euer  he  can 

At  .Ixx,  he  is  syb  to  the  hownde 

y  gnaweth  y^  bone  so  doth  he  his  hart 

All  sportes  he  casteth  to  the  grown  dc 

Lest  therfore  his  sowle  sholdc  smart 
^  At  fourscore  yere  withoutcn  fayle 

He  is  disdayncd  with  man  and  wyfe 

Syb  to  the  Cat  that  lyckcth  her  tayle 

Euer  be  the  fyrc  that  is  his  lyfe 
%  At  fourscore  &  x  he  is  s  .  .  . 

Scorned  of  ma«  and  child  li[e  is] 

Trom  hym  is  wisdom  &  st[renglh  gone 

Echone  wyll  his  deth  in  b 
^  At  .C.  yere  dethe  cowmes 

&  maketh  him  as  a  gose  y*'  i[s]  .  .  . 

So  plucke  y^  fre«des 

But  he  in  erthe  is  s " 

p.  S3.  T/iis  Korlde  is  but  a  vanile.  A  later  copy  of  this  Poem,  with  the 
burden  "  This  world  is  but  a  wannytc  "  was  printed  by  Mr  HalliwcU  for  t  he 
Warton  Club  in  1855,  in  Earlj/  Emjlish  Miscellanies,  p.  9-12.  It  has  ten 
stanzas  of  eight  lines  each,  and  winds  up  with  an  extra  "  In  Domino  confydo- 
Amen,  dico  vobis." 

p.  88.  Er]>e  vppon  er]-e.  In  J\Ir  Halliwell's  Earli/  English  Miscellanies 
from  the  Porkington  MS.,  Warton  Club,  1855,  is  a  later  and  somewhat 
different  version  of  this  poem  in  twelve  stanzas  of  six,  and  two  intro- 
ductory stanzas  of  seven  lines.  Mr  Ilalliwell  calls  the  Porkington  one  "the 
most  complete  copy  known  to  exist."  It  seems  a  late  recast  of  the  old  version. 
Mr  Ilalliwell  also  notes,  p.  9-4,  "  Other  versions,  varying  considerably  from 
each  other,  are  preserved  in  MS.  Seld.  sup.  53;  MS.  llawl.  C.  307;  MS. 
Rawl.  Poet.  32;  ]\IS.  Lambeth  853  (in  this  text)  ;  and  in  the  Thornton  MS. 
in  Lincoln  Cathedral  (fol.  279).  Portions  of  it  are  occasionally  found  in- 
scribed on  the  walls  of  churches." 

p.  137.  Note  to  p.  58.  The  inquirer  as  to  climactcrical  years  is  referred 
to  "A  Succinct  Phylosophical  Declaration  of  the  nature  of  clymatericalyeares 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  Queene  Elizabeth"  in  MS.  Sloaue  2117,  fol.  231. 


Ijnimis  ta  t\t  yirigiir,  Cljrist  ;ft 


iJtiu,  (!i;0r0nal)cris. 

(a    song    of    great    sweetness    from    CHRIST    TO    HIS 
DAINTIEST    DAM.) 

{Lamheth  MS.  853,  ah.  a.d.  liZO,  2)age  1.) 


QITJrge  mea  sponsa,  swete  iu  si3t, 

And  so  f)i  soiie  fou  3afe  soiike  so  sclieene; 
)5ou  schalt  abide  w/t/^  |)i  babe  so  bri3t, 
And  in  my  glorie  be  callide  a  queene. 
Tlii  ma?Hmillis,  moder,  ful  weel  y  nieene, 
Y  had  to  my  meete  fat  y  my3t  not  mys ; 
Aboue  alle  creatmis,  my  moder  clone, 
Veni,  coronabcris. 


Arise,  My  beloved, 
who  gavest  Me 
suck 


from  lliy  breasts. 


Above  all  crea- 
tures thou  Shalt 
be  rrowncil. 


12 


IG 


Lrome,  clenner  pan  cristal,  to  my  cage  ; 

Columba  mca,  y  fee  calle, 

And  so  J)i  sone  fat  in  scruage 

For  ma/niis  soide  Avas  made  a  fralle. 

In  fi  palij.s  so  iniiicipal 

I  pleyde  p/'/uyli  wifoutc  mys  ; 

Myn  lii3  cage,  moder,  liaiio  fou  sclial ; 

Vcni,  coronabcris. 

VOL.    11.  1 


Conic,  Jly  dove, 


and  see  tliy  son 
who  was  made  a 
slave  for  man. 


Thou  shall  have 
His  hij;h  |d:ioo, 
and  be  crowned. 


VENI,    CORONABERIS. 


D.iugliter  of  Sion, 
spotless  flower, 

tliou  shalt  sit 
crowned  by  Mo, 

[Pase  2.] 
and  all  My  saints 
shall  honour  thop. 


20 


24 


H  or  macula,  moder,  was  neu^'rc  in  fee  ; 
Filia  syon,  ]jou  art  Jje  flour  ; 
Ful  sweteli  sclialt  fou  sitte  bi  mo, 
And  bere  a  crowne  with  me  in  tour, 
%  And  alle  my  seintis  to  fin  hono'«r 
Schal  hono?«'e  fee,  moder,  in  my  blis, 
J?at  blessid  bodi  pat  bare  me  in  bow«/-, 
Veni,  corouaberis. 


Princess  of 
Paradise,  Mother 
fair, 


the  well  of  merey 
in  thee  sliall  hrin^j 
thy  blessed  body 
to  bliss. 
Come  and  be 
crowuod. 


J.  ota  pulcra  fou  art  to  my  plesyngc, 

My  moder,  ])?Y'nces  of  paradijs, 

Of  pee  a  wat/r  ful  well  gan  spryngc 

28     ])((t  schal  a3en  alle  my  ri^tis  rise  ; 
%  pe  Avelle  of  m^ycy  in  pee,  moder,  lijs 
To  bringe  fi  blessid  bodi  to  blis  ; 
And  my  seintis  schulen  do  pee  se/-uico, 

33     Veni,  coronabcris. 


Come,  My  chosen 
one,  Maiden 
Queen, 


dwell  here  with 
Me  in  bliss, 


find  be  crowned. 


V  eni,  electa  mea,  meekeli  chosen, 

Holi  moder  &  maiden  queene. 

On  sege  to  sitte  semeli  bi  hi??i  an  hi^, 

36     ])i  sone  and  eek  J)i  childe. 
^  Hero,  moder,  wij?  me  to  dwelle, 
'With  J)i  swete  babe  pat  sittij)  i??,  ])lis, 
pere  in  ioie  &  blis  pat  schal  neucrc  mys, 

40     Yoni,  coronaberis. 


[Pa^e  .">.] 
Sweet  Mother, 
remember  the 
dew  that  dropped 
from  our  lips 
when  we  kissed. 


Come  and  bs 
crowned. 


Veni,  electa  mea,  my  moder  swete, 
Wha»ne  pmi  bad  me,  babe,  be  ful  stillc, 
Ful  goodli  onre  lippis  fan  gan  mete, 

44     With  bri3t  brau??chis  as  blosmes  on  liillc. 
%  Fanus  distillans  it  Avente  with  wille, 
Oute  of  o?o'e  lippis  wha?me  we  didc  kis, 
Jje/fore,  moder,  now  ful  stille, 

48     Veni,  coronaberis. 


VENI,    COUONAIJERIS. 


Veni  de  liliano,  ]jou  loucli  in  launclie, 
j)at  lappid  me  loueli  with  liking  song, 
fou  sclialt  abide  with  a  "blessid  brau??che, 

52     j)at  so  semeli  of  pi  bodi  sprong. 
%  Ego,  flos  campi,  pi  flowr,  was  soldo, 
J5at  on  calneri  to  pee  cried  y-wys  : 
]\Ioder,  pow  woost  J)is  is  as  y  wolde ; 

56     Veni,  coronabcris. 


Come  from 
Lebanon,  thou 
who  8angst  Me  lo 
Bleep, 


Me  who  on 
Calvary  cried  to 
thee. 


iulcra  vt  luna,  pan  berist  fe  la»nne, 

As  pe  sunne  pat  schine])  clere, 

Yeni  in  ortu??i  mcum,  poii  deintiest  da??ime, 
60     To  smelle  my  spicis  '  pat  here  hen  in  fere. 

My  palijs  is  pi3t  for  Jii  pleasure. 

Fid  of  bri3t  Ijrau^cbis  &  blosmes  of  blis ; 

Come  now,  moder,  to  fi  derling  dere  ! 
64     Veni,  coronaberis. 


Lovely  as  moon- 
light, 


come  thou  to  Me. 


[Page  4.] 
My  palace  is  dight 
with  blossoms  of 
bliss. 

Come,  Mother, 
come  and  be 
crowned. 


Quid  est  ista  so  vertiiose 

}?at  is  etiere  lastjoig  for  liir  mekencs  ? 

Aurora  consurgens  graciouse, 
68     So  benigne  a  ladi,  of  such  bri3tnes, 
^  )?is  is  pe  colour  of  kinde  cleraies, 

Eegina  cell  fat  neuere  dide  mys  ; 

})us  endij)  pe  song  of  greet  sweettnes, 
72     Veni,  coronabcris. 

[Quia  Amore  Langueo,  or  "  In  a  tabernacle  of  a  tour,"  and  its 
continuation  "  In  a  valey  of  |pis  rcstles  myndo,"  printed  in  To/ifi- 
cal,  Relirjious,  and  Love  Tocms,  pp.  llS-150,  follow  here.  Then 
"  Ihcsu,  \}i  swetnes,"  p.  8,  and  "  Ihcsus  {^at  sprong,  p.  12,  of  this 
volume.] 

1  Compare  "  Awake,  0  north  wind,  and  come,  thou  south  ; 
blow  upon  my  garden,  (hat  the  spices  thereof  may  llow  out.  Let 
my  beloved  come  into  his  garden,  and  cat  his  pleasant  fruits." 
Solomon's  Song,  ch.  iv.  16.  "  My  beloved  is  gone  down  into  his 
garden,  to  the  beds  of  spices,  to  feed  in  the  gardens,  and  to  gatlier 
lilies."  vi.  2. 

1* 


Who  is  she  that 
shall  endure  for 
ever  for  her 
meekness? 


The  Queen  of 
Heaven,  wlio 
never  sinned. 
Come  thou  then, 
and  be  crowned ! 


lail,  §lcssclj  giars! 


[Lamheth  3IS.  853,  ah.  1430  a.d.,  jwr/c  24.] 


The  heavy  Clarendon  letters  mark  the  red  of  the  MS. 


Hail,  Mary. 
Mother  of 


tlic  Son  of  God  ! 
Maiden,  never 
defouled, 


fairest  flower  of 
the  field. 


HEQ  be  jjou,  marie,  \)G  modir  of  crist, 

Heil  ])o  blessidist  fat  euere  bare  child ! 

Heil  fat  conceyuedist  al  wif  list 
4     j)e  sone  of  god  bofe  meeke  &  mylde  ! 
^  Heil  maide  swecte  fat  nenere  was  filid ! 

Heil  welle  and  witt  of  al  wijsdome  ! 

Heil  foil  flour  !  heil  fairest  in  fecld  ! 
8    Aue  regina  celorum ! 


Hail,  comely 
Queen, 


liealer  of  all  pain. 


[Page  2.5.] 
Hail,  mother  of 
Christ, 


the  king  of  Angels. 


Heil  comeli  queene,  cou7??fort  of  care  ! 

Heil  blessid  lady  bothe  fair  &  bri3t  ! 

Heil  f  e  saluour  of  al  sore  ! 
1 2     Heil  f  e  lan?Hpe  of  lemys  li3t ! 

^  Heil  f  on  blessid  beerde  i?i  whom  [crist]  was  jt'^t 

Heil  ioie  of  man  bothe  al  and  sum  ! 

Heil  pinacle  in  hcuene  an  hi3t, 
1 6    Mater  regis  angelorum ! 


Hail,  fairest  of  all, 
who  bred  our 
bliss,  on  whom  all 
women  in  child- 
bed call. 


All  fiends  dread 
thee,  who  feddest 
thy  Son  with 
maiden  milk. 
Thou  flower  of 
virgins. 


H^^'il  crowned  queene,  fairest  of  allc ! 

Heil  fat  alle  oiire  blis  in  bradde  ! 

Heil  fat  alle  Avo»anen  on  doon  calle 
20     in  ternyng?  wha?ine  f  ei  bew  hard  bistadde  ! 
^  Heil  f on  fat  alle  feendis  dredde, 

And  schiilen  do  til  f  e  day  of  doome  ! 

'With  maidens  mylk  f  i  sone  f  ou  fedde, 
24     0  maria,  flos  virginum. 


HAIL,    BLESSED    MARY  ! 


Heil  fairest  fat  euero  god  foond, 

Wliiche  chees  jiee  to  his  owne  bom- ! 

Heil  ]jo  lanterne  jsat  is  ay  li3thond  ! 
28     To  fee  scliuleii  loute  bojje  riclie  &  poore. 
^  Heil  spice  swettist  of  sauour  ! 

Heil  fat  al  oiu-e  ioye  of  come  ! 

Heil  of  alle  wo??jmeii  fruyt  &  flour  ! 
32     Velud'  rosa  vel  lilium. 


Hail,  choice  of 
God, 


whom  rich  and 
poor  adore. 


Hail,  fruit  and 
flower  of 
womankind. 
Ill' velud;  l.u, 
and  d  rubbedj 


Heil  be  fou  goodli  grou?«l  of  grace 

Heil  blessid  sterre  upon  fe  see  ! 

Heil  of  coumfortis  in  euery  caas  ! 
3G  ^  Heil  f  e  cheeuest  of  charitee  ! 

Heil  welle  of  witt  and  of  merci  ! 

Heil  fat  bare  ihcsn,  goddis  sone  ! 

Heil  tabernacle  of  f o  trynyte  ! 
40    Funde  preces  ad  filium. 


Hail,  Star  upon 
the  sea, 


chiefest  in 
charity, 


tabernacle  of  the 
Trinity. 


Xleil  be  f  on  virgyne  of  virgins  ! 

Heil  blessid  modir  !  heil  blessid  may  ! 

Hen  norische  of  sweete  ihesns  ! 
44     Heil  cheefest  of  chastite,  forsof  e  to  say 
^  Lady,  kepe  vs  so  in  oure  last  day 

)?at  we  may  come  to  f  i  kingdom  ! 

For  me  &  alle  cristen  f  on  pray, 
48    Pro  salute  fidelium.     Amen. 


Hiiil,  blessed 
maiden. 


In  our  last  day 
brin^'  us  to  thy 
realm. 


Pray  for  all  faith- 
ful .souls  I 


gut  glanii. 


[Lamheth  MS.  853,  ah.  1430  A.D.,/a7.  2G.     Pa ;■//// 
icritten  without  hreaJis.] 


Hail,  Mary, 
Queen  and  Star  of 
Heaven !  help  me 
aiul  hear  my 
prayer. 

[I  Page  27.] 


XlEil  1)0  foil  marie,  cr/stis  moder  clorc, 
j)i-i.t  art  queene  of  lieue??,  fair  and  sweete  of  clierc, 
)?at  art  sterre  of  licue??  schiny/^ge  In-i^t  &  clore  ! 
Helpe  me,  lady  '  ful  of  myjt,  &  lioere  my  prcdere 

Aue  maria. 


To  thee  1  make 
my  moan :  let 
me  not  die  in 
any  of  the  Seven 

Sins, 


J£eil  blessid  marie,  mylde  qucene  of  heiie??  ! 
Blessid  be  pi  name,  fid  good  it  is  to  nempne  : 
To  fee,  lady,  y  make  my  moonc  ;   I  p/vde  fee 

heere  my  steue?z, 
And  let  me  neue?'0  die  in   noo?/   of  fc   sy;niis 

seuene. 

Aue  maria. 


Hail,  Mary,  flower 
of  all! 


To  thee  I  pray  ! 


be  by  me  when  I 
die, 


and  save  me  from 
Satan's  bonds. 
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IG 


Hcil  be  jjou  marie  fat  art  flour  of  alk 

As  roose  in  eerbir  so  reed  ! 
To  fee,  ladi,  y  clepe  and  calle, 

To  fee  y  make  my  beed  ; 
)3ou  be  in  stide  &  in  stalle 

AVlaa?me  y  schal  drawe  to  deed, 
And  lete  me  neue^'e  falle 

in  boondis  of  f  c  rpieed  ! 

Aue  maria. 


Grant  me  my 
prayer, 


20     Heil  be  f  ou,  marie,  f  at  hi3  sittist  in  troone  ! 

Y  biseche  fee,  swete  lady,  grau/ite  me  my 
boone, 


AUE    MARIA.  i 

Ihr^uto  loue  &drede,  &my  lijfe  toamcende  soone,  amend  my  nfe, 

111        ""'^  bring  me  to 

And  brmg  me  to   fat  blis   J3(<t  neuere  schal  be  everiastuig  wiss. 
doone. 
24  Aue  maria. 

J£eil  be  J?ou  marie,  gloriouse  moder  hende  !  send  me  meek- 

Meeknes  &  lioneste,  yvith  abstyne/ice,  me  seiide,  that  i  may  ^o  to' 
'With  chastite  &  charite  i?ito  my  lyues  eemle, 
28     And  jjat  Jioru^  ]ji  prcaer,  lady,  I  mote  to  lieue/i 
blis  weende ! 

Aue  maria. 


\_Oratio  Magldri  liichanli  de  Castrc,  p.  15,  below,  follows  here.] 


|)otms  k  €\)mt 


%k  B\m\ms$  Df  "^(fsui 


Jcsu,  beside  Tliy 
sweetness  all 


earthly  love  is 
bitter. 


Teach  ine 


firmly  to  set  my 
heart  un  Thee. 


No  earthlj'  love 
delij,'lit3  like 
Thine, 


the  King  of 
Love. 


I  would  my  heart 
were  wholly 
Thine. 


[Page  15.] 
If  Nature  bids  me 
love  my  kin,  I 
should  love  Thee 
first,  who  didst 

put  Thy  likeness 
in  my  soul. 


[Lamhetli  MS.  853,  ab.  1430  \.v>.,  page  U.] 

lHe*-u,  fi  swetnes,  wlio-so  my3te  it  se, 
And  jjerof  haue  a  cleere  knowynge, 
Al  erjjcli  loue  bittir  schulde  be 

4     Saue  fin  a-loone  v^iilio\xi  leesinge. 
I  praie  Jsee,  lord,  fat  lore  leere  nie, 
Aftir  J)i  loue  to  haue  longynge, 
And  sadli  to  sette  myn  berte  on  fee, 

8     In  fi  loue  to  bane  most  Hking. 

I^o  likinge  loue  in  crfe  noo;i  is  ; 

In  soide  wbo-so  coude  him  sofeli  se, 

Hi?/i  to  loue  Avere  niykil  blis, 
12  For  Idng  of  loue  callid  is  he. 
^  W/t/i  true  loue,  y  wolde  f  is, 

So  faste  to  \nm  bouHde  be, 

J3at  niyne  herte  were  holli  his 
16     So  fat  no  fing  likid  me  but  he. 

iF  y  for  kyndenes  scbulde  loue  my  \.j\\, 

}?an  me  f  enkif  in  my  f  oujte 

Bi  kyndeli  skile  y  schulde  bigynne 

20     At  hi9?i  fat  haf  me  maade  of  nou3t. 
^  His  lijknes  he  sette  my  soule  with-i?ine, 
And  al  f  is  world  for  me  haf  wrou3t. 
As  fadir  he  fondid  my  loue  to  wy/aie, 

24     For  to  heuene  he  haf  me  brou^t. 


THE   SWEETNESS   OF   JESUS. 


XXS  moder  of  liini,  y  make  now  myndo, 

pat  bifore  my  birjjc  to  me  toke  liedo, 

And  sifien  wtth  bapty??i  waiscliijj  Ipat  kynde 

28     Jjat  foulide  Avas  foru^  adams  dede. 

^  With  noble  mete  he  norischi]?  02^?'e  kynde, 
For  with  his  fieisch  he  dooj)  us  fede, 
A  bette?*e  fode  may  no  man  fynde, 

32     To  lastynge  lijf  it  wole  us  lede. 


Before  my  birth 
He  carcil  for  me. 


and  now  feeds 
our  rate  with  His 
blood. 


\Jnve  hxolpcr  &  sustir  he  is  bi  skile, 
For  he  so  seide,  &  lerid  us  fat  lore 
J5at  who  so  wrou3te  his  fadris  wills 

36     Jjviperen  &  sustren  to  hi??i  pei  wore. 
^  Mi  kinde  also  he  took  fer-tille, 
Ful  truli  truste  y  him  ferfore 
J3at  he  wole  neuere  lete  me  spille, 

40     But  wi])  his  mercy  salue  my  sore. 


He  is  the  brother 
and  sister  of 


those  who  do  His 
Father's  will. 


[Page  16.1 

He  took  my 
nature,  and  so  I 
trust  Him. 


The  loue  of  him  passi]),  certis, 

Al  erpeh  loue  fat  may  ben  here  ; 

God  &  man,  my  spouse  he  is, 
44     Weel  ou3te  y,  wn^ecche,  to  loue  hi»i  dere. 
^  Bofe  heue?i  and  erfe  holli  is  his, 

He  is  lord  of  greet  powere, 

Callid  he  is  fe  kyng  of  blis, 
48     His  loue  me  longif  fcr  to  locrc. 


His  love  passes 
all  earth  Ij'  love, 
and  He  is  my 
spouse. 


His  name  is  King 
of  UUss. 


f^  ftir  his  loue  me  Jjcnkif  long 
For  he  haj)  myne  ful  dere  y-bou3tc ; 
Wha/me  y  was  wentc  fro  hi;/i  with  wrong, 

52     From  heue?i  to  erfe  he  me  soujte. 
^  Mi  wrecchid  kynde  for  me  he  fonge, 
And  al  his  nobley  he  sette  as  nou3t, 
Pouo-t  he  suffride,  &  peynes  strongo, 

5G     Ajon  to  blis  or  he  me  brou3tc. 


He  bought  my 
love  full  dear, 


took  my  wrcti'licd 
nature,  and 


linnii^ht  nie  to 
Miss. 
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THE   SWEETNESS   OF   JESUS. 


[Page  17.] 
Love  for  me 
brought  Him  to 
earth, 

and  for  that  He 
pledged  His  life. 


and  shed  His 
precious  blood. 


Wlia«ne  y  was  jjral,  to  make  me  fre, 
Mi  loue  fro  heiiene  to  erj)e  him  ledde, 
My  loue  aloone  haue  wolde  he, 

GO     For  perfoTG  he  leide  his  lijf  to  wedile. 
^  Wij)  my  foo  he  fau3te  for  me, 

Woundid  he  was,  and  hittirli  bledde, 
His  preciouse  hlood  ful  greet  plente 

Gi     Fill  piteuousli  for  me  was  schedde. 


His  sides  were 
bloody.  His  heart 
pierced  with  a 
spear. 


He  gave  His  life 
for  my  guilt. 


Hise  sidis  bloo  and  blodi  were 
}?at  sumtyme  were  ful  brijt  of  blee  ; 
His  lierte  Av^as  persid  wi])  a  spere, 

68     Hise  ruli  woundis  were  rujje  to  se. 
^  Mi  rau/isum  forsofe  he  paied  ])ere, 
And  jaf  his  lijf  for  gilt  of  me, 
His  deep  schulde  be  to  me  ful  dere, 

72     And  perse  my«  herte  for  pure  pitee. 


My  heart  should 
break  with  pitj'. 


for  I  was  cause 
of  all  His  woe. 

[Page  18.] 
For  me  He 
sutfered  death. 


and  rose  again. 


J  or  pitee  myn  herte  schulde  breke  on  two, 

To  his  kyndenes  if  y  took  hede  ; 

Encheson  y  was  of  al  his  woo, 
76     He  suffride  ful  harde  for  my  mis-dede. 
^  To  lastyng  lijf  put  y  scliulde  go, 

He  suffride  deep  in  liis  manliede  ; 

And  wha/nie  his  Aville  was  to  lyue  also, 
80     Ajen  he  roos  foruj  his  godhede. 


and  went  to 
heaven. 


He  protects  me 
from  my  foes. 


the  friend  that 
never  fails,  and 
asks  only  my  love 


Xo  heue?j  he  wente  yvith  myche  blis 
Whanne  he  ouercome  his  batade, 
His  bane/'  ful  brode  displaied  is 

8-4     Wha?ine  so  my  fo  wole  me  assaile. 
^  Weel  oujte  y,  wrecche,  to  ben  his, 
He  is  jjat  freend  jjat  neuere  wole  faile ; 
Xo  jjing  desirij)  he  ]?at  is, 

88     But  true  loue  a3en  for  his  trauaile. 


THE   SWEETNESS   OF   JESUS. 


11 


Xli'ii^  wolde  my  spouse  for  me  fijt, 
And  for  mo  was  woiuidid  sore, 
For  my  loue  his  deejj  was  di^t ; 

92     What  loue  myjte  he  kijje  more  ? 
^  To  jelde  his  loue  haue  y  no  myjte 
But  loue  hi»i  hertili  jjerfore, 
And  worche  weel  with  werkis  rijt 

9G     j)'dt  he  lia])  lerid  me  with  loueli  lore. 


For  me  Ho  wag 
wovm<leil  sore, 
and  died. 


I  cannot  repay 
HiH  love,  but 


only  obey  His 
cuininauds. 


\V  i])  loueli  lore  his  werkis  to  fille, 
Weel  ou^te  y,  wrecche,  if  y  were  kJ^lde, 
Xy3t  &  day  to  worche  his  wille, 

100     And  euere  haue  fat  lord  in  mynde. 
^  But  goostli  foos  greue?i  me  ille, 

And  my  freel  fleisch  makif  me  blinde  ; 
j5'irfore  Ills  mercy  y  toke  me  tille, 

104     For  betere  bote  can  y  noon  fynde. 


[Page  19.] 

I  must  alway 
work  His  will; 


but  my  foes  and 
flesh  blind  lue. 


I  fly  to  His  mercy, 


B^tere  bote  is  noon  to  me 

}3an  to  his  niercj  truli  me  take 

jpat  \vith  his  fleisch  haj?  made  me  free, 

lOS'    And  me,  wrecche,  his  childe  wole  make. 
^  I  praie  ))at  lord  for  his  pitee 
Jjat  he  for  synne  me  not  forsake. 
But  3eue  mo  grace  fro  sy/me  to  flee, 

112     And  hi/?i  to  loue  let  me  neue;'e  slake. 


which  is  my  best 
remedy. 


0  Lord,  forsake 
me  not,  but  aha 
me  grace  to  love 
Thee. 


Xhe.su,  for  \)e  swetnes  fat  in  fee  is, 
Haue  mynde  of  me  wlmn  y  hens  wendo, 
.  With  stidfast  truf  e  my  wittis  f  ou  wis, 
IIG     And,  lord,  fou  scheelde  me  from  fe  feende  ! 
^  For  fi  me?'cy  for3eue  me  my  mys, 

)5at  wickid  werk  my  soule  neue/'e  scheudo, 
And  lede  me,  lord,  in-to  fi  lilis, 
120     AV/t/t  fee  to  wone  w/t/;oute  eende.     Amen. 


For  Thy 
sweetness 


keep  me  from  the 
evil  one! 


[Pase  20.] 
For  Thy  mercy 
lead  me  into  bliss, 
ever  to  dwell 
with  Thee  ! 
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gc  \\q  dmwiM,  Crist  llicsiis ! 

[Lambeth  MS.  853,  ab.  1400  a.d.,  2->r(ge  20.] 


savour  sweet  to 
man's  soul,. 


thou  Virgin's 
son ! 


Son,  and  Mother, 
comfort  me ! 


±Hesus  Jjat  sprong  of  iesse  roote, 
As  us  hap  prechid  J)i  jiropliete, 
Flour  and  fruji;  bojjc  softe  and  sote, 

4     To  nia?niis  soule  of  sauour  sweete  ; 
Ilie.su  !  jjou  brou^tist   man  to  boote 
"Wlia??,ne  gabriel  gan  marie  greete, 
To  felle  ourc  foomen  vndir  foote, 

8     In  liir  Jjou  sij  a  semeli  sete : 
^  A  mayden  was  Jji  modir  meete, 
Of  whom  pou  took  fleisch  for  us  ; 
As  36  may  bojie  my  balls  beete, 
12     So  bo  my  cou?»fort,  crist  iliesus. 


Jesu, 


to  save  man's 

soul 

thou  wert  poorly 

clail,  put  in  a 

cradle, 

[Page  21.] 


horn  in 
Bethlehem. 


By  Thy  kiss  to 
Thy  mother, 

comfort  me ! 


Jesu,  who  wast 
fair  when  young 


Alie*'u,  ]3ou  art  wijsdom  of  witt 

Of  pi  fadir  ful  of  niy3t  ! 

Mannys  soule,  to  sauc  it, 
IG     In  poore  aparaile  ]?ou  were  pi^t. 
%  Ihesii !  po\i  were  in  cradil  knyt, 

In  Avede  A\Tappid  l^ofe  day  &  nyjt, 

In  betlileem  born,  as  pe  gospel  writt, 
20     'With  au»gelis  song  and  heuene  li3t. 

Earn  y-born  of  a  beerde  bri3t, 

Ful  curteis  Avas  jji  comeli  cus ; 

j5oru3  uertu  of  Jjat  sweete  si3te, 
24     So  be  my  coumfort,  crist  ilicsus. 

±li^*'u,  fat  were  of  3eeris  3ong, 
Fair  and  frescli  of  bide  and  hue, 


BE    MV    COUMFOKT,    CUIST    IHESUS  ! 
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Whanne  fou  Avere  in  ]5raldu//i  Jjrong, 
28     And  turmcntid  with  many  a  iewe, 

%  Wha?mc  blood  and  watir  were  out  wro»g, 

For  beetinge  was  J?i  bodi  blewe  ; 

As  a  clot  of  clay  Jjou  were  for-clongo, 
32     So  deed  in  Jjion^  Jjarzne  men  fee  firewe. 
%  But  grace  of  fi  graue  grew  ; 

j3ou  roos  up  quik  cou??ifort  to  us. 

For  bir  loue  fat  jjis  ccuwcel  knewe, 
36     So  be  my  cou??ifort,  crist  ilie6-us. 

ihesu,  sooffast  god  and  man, 

Two  kindis  knyt  in  oon  persone, 

Jpe  wondir  werk  fat  fou  bigan 

40     }5ou  bast  fulfillid  in  fieisch  &  bone. 

^  Out  of  f  is  world  wi3tli  pan  Avan, 

Liftynge  up  f  i  silf  a-loone ; 

For  my3tili  fou  roos,  &  ran 
44     Strei3t  vnto  fi  fadir  in  trone. 
^  i^ow  dare  man  make  no  more  moone  ; 

For  maw  it  is  f ou  Avrou3te  fus. 

And  god  wijj  man  is  maade  at  oone, 
48     So  be  my  cou?»fort,  crist  ibesus. 


when  Thou  wert 
on  the  Cross, 


tumed'st  blue, 

and  like  a  clod  of 
clay  wast  cast  iu 
grave. 

But  quickly  Thou 


Then  comfort  mc. 


[Page  22.] 
Jesu,  God  and 
man, 


soon  Thou  rose 
from  the  dead  to 


Thy  Father's 

throne. 

Man  shall  mourn 

no  more. 


so  comfort  me. 


^  ihe.su  crist,  holi  and  licnde, 

J3at  beerde  Avas  blessid  fat  bare  fee, 
Aftir  bir  Av]ia?aie  fou  gan  sende, 
52     In  beuene  TjHs  AA'if  fee  to  bee. 

%  Out  of  f  is  worlde  Avlia»ne  scbe  Avende, 
Bofe  bodi  &  soide  Avere  sett  in  see 
Hi3er  fan  ony  of  au»gclis  kinde, 
56    In  troone  a-fore  fe  trynyte. 
^  )5ere  may  f  e  sone  his  modir  se 
In  heiiene  an  hi3  to  helpen  us ; 
Jjou  peerless  p?'mces,  praie  for  me  ! 
60    And  be  my  coumfort,  cri.st  ili'wus. 


Jesu,  Thou 
sentest  for  Thy 
llotlier  to  lieaven, 
and  set  her  higher 


than  the  angels 
on  a  throne. 


[Page  23.] 

Peerless  Princess, 
pray  for  me ! 
and,  Jc8\t8, 
comfort  mc ! 


u 

Jesus, 

rule  me, 


be  my  food  in 
body  and  soul. 


stay  my  sorrow, 
and  comfort  me. 


BE    MY   COUMFORT,    CRIST    IHESUS  ! 

ihflsxi,  my  souereyne  sauyour, 
Almy^ti  god,  fere  ben  no  moo  : 
Crist,  Jjou  be  my  goucrnour, 

64     \)i  fei))  lete  me  not  fallen  fro. 
^  Ih<^^"u,  my  ioye  and  my  socoure  ' 
In  my  body  and  soule  also, 
God,  fou  be  my  strengist  fode, 

68     And  wisse  fou  me  vrhaii  me  is  wo. 
%  Lord,  ])ou  makist  freend  of  foo, 
Lete  me  not  lyue  in  langour  )jus. 
But  se  my  sorowe,  &  seie  now  '  lio,' 

72     And  be  my  conmfort,  crist  ihesus. 


Prince  of  Peace, 
I  pray  Theo 


help  me  in  M  my 
fear, 

[Page  24.] 


let  me  please  Tliec 
in  word  and  dee<l. 


and  die  well  .at 
my  day. 


Be  my  comfort, 
Christ ! 


ihesn,  to  fee  y  crie  and  greede  ; 

Prince  of  pees,  to  fee  y  praye  ; 

j3ou  woldist  blcede  for  ma?mis  nede, 
76     And  suflfre  manye  a  feerdful  fray. 
^  }5ou  me  fedo  in  al  my  drede 

Wif  pacicncc  now  and  ay 

]Mi  lijf  to  lede  in  word  &  dede 
80     As  is  moost  plesannt  to  fi  pay, 

%  And  to  deie  weel  wlia?mc  it  is  my  day. 

Ilie^ni,  fat  dcied  on  tree  for  lis, 

Lete  me  not  be  fe  feendis  pray, 
84     But  be  my  cou»ifort,  c;-/st  ihe-sus  !     AmeX. 


[The  two  Hymns  to  the  Virgin,  "  Hcil  be  t>ou,  Marie,"  printed 
on  pages  4-7  of  this  Text,  follow  here.] 
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girliarb  k  Castrt's  |Uantr  k  |csus. 


]_Lamheth  MS.  853,  «&.  1430  a.b.,  2^(i{/c  28,  icrittcn 
without  brealis.^ 


Orsfio  magistri  Richardi  de  castre,  qnam  ipse  posuit. 

iHesu,  lord,  Ipat  madist  me, 

And  yvip  pi  hlessid  blood  hast  bou^t, 
For^eue  Jiat  y  liaue  greued  fee 
4      Viith  worde,  "vv/t/i  wil,  And  eek  v^t'th  foujt. 


Jesu, 


forgive  what  I 
liavo  grieved 
Thee. 


^  Ihesa,  in  wboni  in  al  my  trust, 
Jpat  deied  upon  jje  roode  tree, 
W/t/Klrawe  myn  herte  from  fleischli  lust, 
B         And  fro?/i  al  Avordli  vanyte  1 


Withdraw  my 
licart  from  fleshly 
lust. 


^  Ilie.su,  for  pi  \vou«dis  smerto 

On  feet  &  on  fin  liondis  two, 
Make  me  meeke  &  low  of  lierte, 
1 2       And  fee  to  loue  as  y  scliulde  do  ! 

^  Ilie.su,  for  fi  bitte?-  wou»de 

Jpat  wente  to  fin  herte  rootc, 
F(jr  Ry?me  fat  haf  myn  herte  bou??de, 
IG       \)i  blessid  bloode  mote  be  my  bote. 


Make  me  incck 
and  lowly  of 
licart. 


Thy  Wood  must 
heal  my  guilt. 


^  And  ihcsu  cr«st,  to  fee  y  callo 
Jpat  art  god  ful  of  myjt ; 
Kepe  me  cleene,  f  ot  y  ne  falle 
20       In  dccdli  sy»nc  neifey  be  day  ne  nv^t. 


Keep  mo  jnire 
from  mortal  i*in. 
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Let  me  never 
displease  Thee. 


Grant  that  I  and 
all  to  whom  I  am 
bound  may  die 
well. 

fPage  29] 


Speed  my  prayers 
that  I  may  not  he 
condeuuied. 


%  Ihei'ii,  grau«te  me  niyne  askinge, 
Perfite  pacience  in  my  disose, 
And  neuere  mote  y  do  fat  fing 
24         )3at  scliulde  fee  in  ony  wise  displesc. 

^  Ihesxi  fat  art  oure  heuenli  king, 
Soofefast  god,  &  man  also, 
3eue  me  grace  of  good  eendinge, 
28         And  hem  J)«t  Y  am  liolden  vnto. 

%  Jhesxi,  for  fe  deedly  teeris 

]?at  f  ou  scheeddist  for  my  gilt, 
Here  &  spede  my  praiers, 
32         And  spare  me  fat  y  be  not  spilt. 


Keep  Thy  revcng 
ing  haiul  from 
those  who  anger 
Thee. 


^  Ille^•n,  for  tliem  y  f  e  biseche 
))at  Avraf f en  fee  in  ony  A\ase, 
W/t/i-liolde  from  hem  fin  bond  of  wreche, 
?6         And  lete  hem  Ijiae  in  f  i  seriiice. 


Comfort  all  who 
are  full  of  care. 


%  Ihf-yu,  moost  co\i?»fort  for  to  sc 
Of  f  i  seintis  enerychoone, 
Coumfort  hem  fat  careful  been, 
40         And  helpe  he?«  fat  ben  ayoo  bigoon. 


Amend  all  who 
liave  grievedThee. 


%  Ihesn,  keepe  he??i  fat  been  goode, 

And  ameende  hem  fat  han  greued  fee. 
And  sende  hem  fruytis  of  erf  eli  fode 
44         As  ech  man  nedif  in  his  degree. 


stop  these  wars, 
and  send  us  peace. 


%  Ihesu,  fat  art  w/t/i-outen  lees 
Almy3ti  god  in  tryn}i;e, 
Ceesse  f  ese  werris,  &  sende  us  pees 
48        AVif  lastinge  loue  &  charitee. 


Ilie^ni,  fat  art  f e  goostli  stoon 

Of  al  lioli  chirche  in  nn'ddil  erf  e, 
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Bi'inge  fi  fooldis  &  flockis  in  ooii,  UriiiK' Thy  nocks 

(r.-)               AT         11              •    ii-         •,  ^               -1   .     ,  ami  fulils  in  out' ; 

oJ  And  rule  hem  rijtli  with  oon  liiide. 

^  Ih^^.su,  for  1  Jji  blessidful  blood,  ['  Page  30.] 

-p,   .              .„                    ,  aiKl  firiii!,' to  bliss 

±.rmge,  it  pOU.  WOlt,  j)0  SOUllS  to  blis  all  who  liave  dune 

For  2  wliom  y  haue  had  ony  good,  ""'pT/tr  Fror** 
56         And  spare  fat  fei  ha?i  do  a-mys.     Amen. 


["  Who-so  wilncfj,"  printed  on  pp.  11-12  of  T/ie  Babc^^  Book, 
&c„  follows  here,  on  p.  30  of  the  M  S.] 
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Ja  'glcrci  biforc  tlji  gngcnuut. 


[Lamheth  MS.  583,  ah.  1430  a.d.,  page  54,  written 
icithout  hrealis.'\ 


Our  Creator  is 
the  maker  of  all, 


to  whom  we 
lament 


\\ox  frail  we  are. 


God,  l5c  merciful 
before  thy 
judgment. 


Damn  not  Thine 
own  woik  to 
please  the  Devil ; 


banish  us  not 
from  thy  sight . 


A  here  is  no  creature'  l)ut  oon, 

INIakor  of  eue/y  creature, 
God  a-loone,  <fc  euer  more  oon, 
4       And  Jjre  'w.  oon  alway  to  endure. 
^  To  Jjat  lord  "we  make  oiira  moone 
To  Avlio??i  al  cou?«fort  is,  &  cure, 
To  f)inke  how  freel  we  ben  echoon. 
8       In  Jtis  world  is  hard  auenture  : 
^  Who-so  ^peroi  is  moost  ensure, 

Su/mest  schal  he  be  schamed  and  schent. 
Or  jjou  Jje  world  Av/t/i  tier  pure, 
1)0  merci  bifore  fi  iugcment. 


12 


Jjonl,  do  mercy  or  fat  fou  deeme. 

Lest  Jjou  dampne  j^at  fou  hast  wroujt : 
"What  ioie  were  it  a  feend  to  qweme, 
IG       To  3ene  \\im  fat  f>yu  hast  dere  boujt. 
^  Out  of  J>i  si3t  if  fou  us  fleme. 

We  ben  dampned  ri^t  as  nou3t ; 
])\  passions  make  us  bri^t  Sz  schene 
20       In  wil,  in  worde,  in  dede  &  J)0U3t  ! 

'  A  later  hand  has  written  our  over  the  urc  of  '  creature,'  and 
dotted  the  urc  out. 


DO    jrERCI    BIFORK    Till    lUGEMENT, 


19 


24 


%      For  wlii,  sy»iie  ha]?  as  Iporw^  How^t ; 
piiv-i'ove  ameende  ]?ou  onrc  cntent 
To  pG  doom  or  we  bee  broujt  ! 
Do  mercy  Lifore  pi  iup;-ement. 


We  axe  pi  mercy,  Jiou  lieuenli  king, 

For  J)ou  art  lord  of  ecli  degre  ; 
Of  erjje  pon  madist  oure  bigynnynge, 
28         And  aftir  with  spirit  enspirid  us  free. 
1[  WiJ3  trees  and  gras  foil  ^ai  us  growinge, 
Wip  beestis,  feelinge  lijf  haue  we, 
And  with  au??gils  we  haue  vndirstondinge, 
And  J^erbi  we  scliiilden  know  pee. 
]?ou  baddist  pat  alle  schulde  multiplie, 

But  we  ben  fals  8c  necligent : 
For  we  may  not  hide  us  fro?»  fiin  i36, 
Do  nie?'ci  bifore  fi  iugenient. 


32 


36 


Amend  our 
purposes  before 
Thy  Juilginent. 


[I'iise  55.] 
We  ask  Thy 
mercy. 

Thou  madcst  us 
of  eartli,  ami 
breatlicdst  spirit 
in  us. 

Riving  us  sentient 
life  with  beasts, 
and  knowledge 
with  angels. 


We  are  false,  but 

fannot  hide  from 

Thee. 

Have  Mercy  on 

us! 


Jk  ou  baddist  us  axe  merci,  (t  we  sciiulde??  haue  ;  Thou  baddest  us 


It  doojj  us  couHjfort  on  pee  to  calle, 
j)on  hast  ordeined  man  to  saue, 
For  Jji  merci  passif  jji  werkis  alle. 
%  j)i  herte  blood  for  us  foil  ^aue, 

]?ou  madist  us  free  where  we  were  fralle: 
Lcte  neuere  pe  feend  oure  soulis  crane 
})at  waischen  was  in  fin  holi  wclle ! 
^  Oure  fleisch  is  freel,  it  makif  us  fallo, 

Wif  grace  •  Ave  risen  &  scliulcu  vcpeiite  ; 
And  in  liope  of  fee  wo  schal  : 
48  Haue  me?-ci  to-forc  thi  iugement. 


40 


44 


ask  Mercy. 


Thou  pa  vest 
Tliiiie  heart's 
blood  for  us : 


[1  Pasc  r,fi.] 
our  flcsli  is  flail ; 
give  us  Grace 
and  Hope;  and 

have  Mcrcv  on 


^Ve  <'^>^e  mrrcy  bi  li^twijsnos, 

For  f  i  biheest  is  al  oure  rijt, 
And  of  f  i  greet  kindenes 
52         f'/u  liast  mercy  to  us  bihijt. 


Wo  rely  on  Thy 
promise  of 


Mercy  to  us. 
Wp  Clin  do 
nothing 


20 


PO    MERCI    BIFORE    THI    lUGEMEXT. 


Tlie  world,  the 

flesh,  and  tlie 

devil  fight  with 

us. 

Have  Mercy 

before  Thy 

Judgment. 

We  Iiave  corrupt- 
ed our  nature 
with  sin : 


we  are  untrue. 


Remember  not 
our  trcspasj ; 
[I'age  57.] 

we  cannot  escape 
Thee. 


Have  mercy  on 


lyord,  we  commit 
our  lite  to  Tliee; 


keep  us  night  and 

day. 

Jesu,  drive 


the  devil  from  us 
when  we  die  ; 
let  him  not  seize 
our  souls. 


Have  Mercy 
before  Tliy 
Judgment. 


»iod,  mingle 
Mercy  with 
Justice, 


^  "We  lie  be  but  erjje  watirlees, 

j)at  to  springe  vertii  hap  no  niy3t ; 
J?is  "worldis  likerose  bittirnes 
56         Bireuej)  us  discrecioii/i  &  oure  sijt. 

%  ]?e  feend,  Jse  fleisch,  pe  woiide,  \vi])  us  ay  ii-^t ; 
Jpus  be  "we  taken  in  turme?it ; 
Jjerfore,  lord,  or  Jji  doom  be  di3t, 
60  Do  lixerci  bifore  fi  iugement. 

^V^i])  sy;me  we  ban  defoulid  oure  kinde, 

And  kinde  may  we  not  eschewe  ; 
To  wraj5|)C  jjee,  god,  we  be?i  vnkinde  ; 
64         Jpou  kindeli  king,  we  hen  vntrewe  ! 
^  A3ens  f»is  can  no  clerk  skile  fynde; 
Graciose  god,  upon  us  rcwe ; 
Take  not  owg  trespase  in  to  mynde, 
68         But  in  J)i  doom  lete  merci  sue  ! 

%  For  ]jou3  we  wolden  from  fee  rcmewe, 
In  eclx  place  foil  art  present ; 
Or  we  were  born,  lord,  J)OU  ns  knewe  ; 
72  Do  merci  bifore  fi  iuggeme??t. 

Ijord  !  oure  soule,  oure  spirit,  o?//-c  lijf. 

Into  jjin  hondis,  lord,  we  bitake  ; 
Out  of  temptacioure  and  strijf, 
76         Lord,  kepe  us  wheper  we  slepe  or  wake. 
*K  Ili6.su,  for  ])i  wou?idis  fyue, 
And  for  jji  modir  sake, 
])e  feend  away  from  us  Ipow  dryne 
80         "\Mia?me  deej)  w/t7?  us  maistne  schal  make, 
%  And  suffre  hi»i  not  oure  soule  away  to  take 
For  whiche  on  roode  Jjou  were  torent ; 
A3ens  J)i  doom  we  tremble  &  quake  ; 
84  Do  merci  tofore  J)i  iugement  ! 

(jod,  J:ou  deenie  us  ri3twijsli, 

Medele  Jiou  merci  w/t/?  execusiou/z, 
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92 


96 


For  we  han  forfetid  wro»gfulIi  ; 
'>         Take  hede  to  oure  contricimi/;  ! 
%  We  jeelde  us  synful  &  sory 

By  '  Knowliclie  &  confession/^  ; 
J)i  passioun  &  ])i  mercy 

We  take  to  oure  entensiou/i!. 
^  Bileeue  is  oure  saluaciou?*, 

With  kepiug  of  jji  comaundeme?/t. 
God,  putte  jjiu  lioli  passions 

Bitwixe  us  &  fi  iugeme/^t  !     Aiacu. 


take  heed  to  our 
cuntrition. 

We  are  sinful  and 
sorry. 

[«  Page  58.] 

Wc  plead  Thy 
sufferings : 


put  them  Ijctween 
us  and  Thy 
Judgment. 


["  As  y  E^an  wandrc,"  pi-intcd  l)elow,  follows  liore.] 


f  k  %Qk  d  Icsus. 


(Pages  90-102,  written  icitliout  hreals.) 


Love  in  Christ  is 
everlasting  life; 


it  turns  work  into 
rest. 


One  is  lijf  fat  lastijj  ay 
\)erQ  it  is  in  c^v'st  made  fest, 
"Whanne  wele  ne  wo  it  slake  may, 
4         as  wn'tcn  lian  men  Avisest. 
^  j)e  ny^t  it  turne])  in-to  day, 

Traueilc  it  tuniej)  in  to  rest : 
If  J)ou  wolt  do  as  y  fee  say, 
8         y)on  schalt  fa?a\e  be  v,'ith  fe  best. 


Love  is  like  a  fire ; 


it  cleanses  us  of 
sin. 


^  Loue  is  a  foujt  with  grct  desijr, 
And  also  of  a  fair  loouywge  ; 
Loue  J  likne  in-to  a  fier 
12         }5at  slakeen  may  for  no  yuig. 
^  Loue  clensijj  us  of  oure  sy^me, 
loue  o«re  blis  sclial  bri??ge, 
Loue  fe  kingis  herte  may  wy?mc, 
IG         loue  of  ioie  eue/'e  may  sjnige. 


Thelielp  ofLnve 
ruacljes  to  heaven- 


[Page  91.] 


It  onuplos  CukI  to 
man. 


J3e  socour  of  loue  is  liftid  hie, 

For  into  heuene  it  ran ; 
Me  fenki))  in  lierte  fat  it  is  sli^e, 
20         j)at  makif  fe  peple  bofe  pale  &  "wan. 
^  J3e  beed  of  blis  it  goif  ful  ny3, — 
I  telle  30U  it  as  y  can, — 
Jjerof  US  f cnkif  fe  wey  to  drie, 
24         For  euere  loue  couplif  god  to  man. 
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^  Loue  is  liettor  pan  fe  cole 

To  he  ill  Jjat  of  it  is  fajni  &  friko, 
j)e  flawme  of  loue,  who  my3te  it  jjule, 
28         If  it  were  euerniore  lijkc  : 
•[  Loue  us  heli]3,  <Sc  maki])  in  qwart, 

And  liftijj  us  up  iu-to  lieuene-richo, 
And  loue  rauisclii])  cr/st  in-to  oure  lierte, 
32         I  woot  nowli(?rc  no  loue  it  is  lijkc. 


Love  is  hotter 
thaii  coal ; 


it  clieeni  us,  anil 
lifts  us  tu  heaveii' 


^  Leerne  to  loue  if  jjou  wolt  lyue 
Wlia/nie  fou  sclialt  hens  fare  ; 
Al  J)i  foujt  to  hi»;  }priii:^enQ 
36         j?at  may  pec  kepe  froHi  care  ; 

^  Loke  pun  J)in  herte  fro  him  not  twy»ne 
})0U3  pou.  wandre  eiiery  where, 
So  jjou  may  weelde  hi?7i  w<t/i-i?me, 
40         And  loue  liim  hertili  eue?-more. 


Learn  to  Love 


God,  and  put  not 
tliine  heart  from 
Him. 


Ihesu,  fat  me  loue  hast  lende, 
In-to  Jji  loue  jjou  me  bridge, 
Take  to  fee  al  layn  entente 
44         }2at  jjou  be  to  me  mjn  3erni»ge, 
^  And  fat  sy?ine  fro?)Z  me  awei  were  went, 
And  loue  come  mjn  owne  coueitynge, 
J3at  my  soule  hadde  herd  &  hent 
48         )pe  songe  of  fi  sweete  louynge. 


[Page  92.] 
Jcsu !  bring  uie 
to  Thj'  Love 


that  sin  may  leave 
me, 


and  my  soul  ni.iy 
hear  the  song  of 
Thy  loving. 


^  j)[  loue  is  to  us  euerelastyngo 

Fro  fat  tyme  pat  we  may  it  wvrili  fcle, 
Jjerinne  make  we  euere  brc/niynge, 
r)2         |5at  no  f  ing  may  it  uervili  kecle. 
^  Mi  fou3t,  take  it  i//to  fin  hand, 
And  stable  fou  it  ilke  a  dcli', 
Jjat  y  be  no  f  ing  hildandc 
r>G  To  loue  ur/TiH  fe  worldis  wele. 


Tliy  Love  lasts 
ever. 


Take  my  desire  to 
Thee 


that  1  may  not 
liive  the  world. 
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If  I  love  any 
earthly  thing. 


[Page  93.1 
at  my  death  it 
will  be  poison 


GO 


G-t 


■[[  If  y  loue  ony  er])eli  ])ing 

put  paiej)  to  my  wille, 
And  sette  my  ioie  in  foule  likinge, 

"Wlianne  it  may  come  me  tylle 
X  may  drede  at  my  departynge 

J?at  it  wole  be  attir  &  ille, 
For  alle  my  welfis  ben  wepi?ige 

wlia?zne  peyne  my  soule  wolde  spille. 


Earthly  joy. 


now  ft-esli  and 
green,  soon  fades. 


Such  is  the  world: 


toil  and  trouble. 


^  J3e  ioie  fiat  men  lieere  seen 
Is  ful  liki??ge  vnto  J)e  i3ee  ; 
J5at  now  is  fair,  freische,  and  gi'ene, 
G8         And  anoo?«  aftir  is  welkid  awey  : 
^  Jjis  is  pQ.  world,  alle  men  moiitt  seen, 
Antl  wole  be  vnto  domysday, 
Ful  greet  traueile,  &  myclie  tene  ; 
72         To  flee  fat  is  ful  hard  in  fay. 


If  you  leave  evil. 


and  give  yourself 
to  Christ, 


He  will  bring  you 
to  blisik 


^  If  fou  leue  yuel  i;?-  al  Jji  Jjoujt, 
And  hate  \)e  filthe  of  synne, 
And  3eue  to  him  jjat  Jjee  dere  boujt, 
7G         )2at  he  weelde  pee  wtth-inue, 
%  Al  pi  soule  pi  lord  haj)  sou3t, 

And  peroi  he  wolde  not  mywne  ; 
J?us  schalt  fou  to  blis  be  broujt, 
80         And  wonye  heuene  wijj-ynne. 


1>  Page9t.] 
Love  is  trusty  and 
true, 


never  changing. 
He  who  finds  it 


need  not  cire. 


•j  For-'sofie  pe  kinde  of  loue  is  fi-s, — 
j)eve  it  is  trusty  and  trewe, — 
To  stoonde  euere  in  stabilnes, 
84         And  chauHge  neue?'e  for  no  newe. 
^  ]5at  wi3t  Jjat  pat  loue  may  fi?ide, 
Or  euere  in  herte  it  knewe, 
Fro  care  it  turneji  fat  kinde  : 
88         Such  a  mirfe  fyndij?  to  fewe. 
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^  For-Jji,  lone  fou  as  y  pee  rede  ; 

Crist  is  trewe  loue,  as  y  fe  telle  ; 
AVi])  auwgilis  take  Jiou  pi  stide  ; 
92         )5at  ioie  loke  Jiou  not  felle. 
f  In  erfe  hate'  Jjou  no  maner  qweed, 
But  loke  fat  J)i  loue  may  dwelle, 
For  loue  is  more  stranger  fan  deed, 
96         Loue  is  more  harder  fan  helle. 


Christ  is  true 
Love. 


[1  ?  luue'i 

Let  thy  Love  be 

His. 

It  is  stronger  than 

death  and  hell. 


^  Loue  is  lijt,  &  a  birf  un  fyne  ; 

Loue  gladij)  bofe  jonge  and  oolde  ; 
Loue  is  wifout  ony  pyne, 
100         As  louers  han  me  toolde. 

^  Loue  is  goostli  deli-'^ciouse  as  wijn 
pat  makif  men  hofe  big  &  bolde  ; 
To  fat  loue  y  schal  me  so  faste  tyne, 
104:         |?at  y  i?j  herte  it  euez-more  holde. 


Love  gladdens 
young  and  old. 


[2  Page  9.--..] 
It  is  deliciouK  as 
wine. 

Hold  fast  to  it. 


^  Loue  is  f  e  swettiste  f  ing 

)3at  heere  in  erf  e  men  may  han ; 
Loue  is  goddis  owne  derlinge ; 
108         Loue  byndif  bofe  blood  &  baan. 
^  In  loue,  f  erf  ore,  be  oure  likinge  ; 
I  knowe  no  betere  won  ; 
For  me  oonli,  &  my  louynge, 
112         Loue  makif  bofe  but  oon. 


Love  is 


fiod's  own 
d.ivling. 


Let  our  delight  be 
in  it. 


^  But  al  lleischli  loue  schal  fare 
As  doof  f  e  Houris  of  may. 
And  schal  be  lastande  na  mare 
1 IG         But  as  it  were  an  hour  of  a  da}' ; 
^  And  sorewen  aftir  fat  ful  sare 

Ilir  lust,  her  pride,  &  al  her  play, 
Wha/nie  fei  aren  cast  in  care, 
120  Into  pyne  fat  lastif  ay. 


Fleshly  love  is 
like  May  tloweri). 


lasting  only  an 
hour. 


And  after  comes 
sore  sorrow 


in  hell. 


2G 


THE    LOVE    OF    JESUS. 


[Page  96.] 
When  men  rise 
again, 


if  they  have  sin- 
ned liere. 


they  sliall  lie  in 
hell. 


^  "\Vha?nie  her  bodies  vi  ])Q  fen  ligge??, 
Jpa?nie  scliuleu  her  sonlis  be  iii  drede, 
And  up  a3en  as  men  schulen  risen, 
124:         And  answere  for  her  mj's  dede. 
^  If  Jjei  be  seen  fan  in  sy??ne, 

And  now  heere  Jjer  Hif  ])oi  leddo, 
)2an  schiden  ]3ei  hgge  helle  wi])-i;nie, 
128         And  derkenes  haue  to  mede. 


Rich  men  sliall 
rue  their  sin  in 
liell. 


But  Love,  and 
then  you'll  sing 
tu  Christ. 


^  Eiche  men  her  hondis  schal  wrynge, 
And  her  wickid  werkes  abie 
In  flawmes  of  lier  bittcrli  bre/mynge, 
132         Wij)  care  and  sorewe  schamefastli. 
^  If  ))ou  wolt  lone,  fan  may  jjou  synge 
To  pi  lord  crist  in  melodie  : 
\)e  loue  of  hhn  oufircome))  al  Jjing ; 
13G         In  loue  lyue  we  &  die. 


Jesu,  Son  of  God ! 


send  Love  into 
my  heart ! 
['l>age97.J 


Be  my  Love  I 


Xhe.s'u  !  god-is  sone  fou  art, 
lord  of  moost  hi^  magiste, 
Sende  verrili  loue  in-to  myn  herte 
1 4:0         Oonly  '  to  coueite  pee  ! 
^  Rene  me  likinge  of  fis  Avorld, 
]Mi  loue  fat  pou  may  he  ; 
Take  myn  herte  in-to  fi  ward, 
14:4:         And  sette  fou  me  in  stabilte  ! 


Jesu,  maiden's 
Son ! 


Pierce  my  soul 
with  thy  sjiear. 


MaVe  my  heart 
li^ht  in  Thy 
Kweetness. 


^  l\\e$\\ !  fou,  f e  maidens  sone, 
])ai  vciili  p'\  blood  me  bou3te, 
Jjirle  my  soule  w/t7;  f  i  spere  anoon, 
148         ])at  myclie  loue  in  raen  hast  wrou^t. 
^  Me  longif  pow  lede  me  into  fi  si3t, 
And  fastne  fere  in  fee  my  f ou^t ; 
In  f  i  swctnes  make  myw  herte  lijt, 
152         \)at  al  my  woo  wexetonoujt. 


TUB    LOVE   OF   JESUS. 

IF  Ah^-^'u,  my  god  &  my  loueli  king  ! 
Forsake  foil  not  my  desij'r  ; 
Mi  j30U3t  make  to  be  meekinge  ; 
15G         I  hate  bofe  pride  &  ire. 
%  ))i  wil  is  al  my  desirynge  ; 

Of  loue  kyndele  jjou  fe  fier, 
Jjat  y  witJi  J)i  sweete  louynge 
IGO         WiJ)  au??gils  take  myn  hire. 
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Jesu,  my  God  I 
make  me  meek  ; 


kindle  witliin  me 
the  lire  uf  Love ! 


^  Wou«de  J)OU  myn  herte  wi))-i«nc, 
And  "weekle  me  at  pi  Aville  ; 
Of  blis  pat  neucre  schal  hlyyme, 
1G4         j)im  fastneme  fc/t  y  not  spille. 
^  )jat  y  jji  loue  may  yvynne, 

Of  gr«ce  my  Jiou3t  pan  fille, 
And  make  me  cleene  of  sy/me 
1G8         ])at  y  may  come  J)ce  tills. 


Wiclil  mealTliy 
will 


[Pa<?e  98.1 
that  I  may  win 
Thy  love 


and  come  to  Thee. 


^  Ihesu  !  putte  hi-to  myn  herte 
])G  memorie  of  fi  pyne  ! 
In  lijkncs,  and  eek  in  qwarte, 
172         ])l  loue  he  euere  myiie  ! 
Mi  ioie  is  al  of  fee  ; 

My  soule,  take  it  as  fine  ; 
]\[i  loue  enei-Q  wexinge  he, 
17G         So  pat  y  mm/'re  d\vy?2ne. 


Jesu,  remind  mo 
of  Thy  sutrerin^s. 


give  nie  Thy 
Love, 


take  my  soul  as 
Thine. 


%  !^^y  loue  is  cncre  in  si3inge 
Wliile  y  dwelle  in  J)is  way ; 
^fi  loue  is  in  Jjee  longynge, 
ISO         pit  hindijj  me  ni3t  &  day 
^  Tille  y  come  vnto  my  king, 
jjere  y  wone  with  hbn  may. 
And  se  his  fair  schynyngc 
181         111  lijf  ])at  lastijj  ay. 


My  Love  sighs 
and  longs 


fill  I  come  to  my 
King 


inLllotliat1u:itcth 
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THE    LOVE    OF    JESUS. 


Christ  has  sent 
nie  His  Love. 


All  woe  has  left 
uie. 


^  Longi«ge  is  in  me  so  lent 

For  loue,  fat  y  ne  can  lete  ; 
His  loue  he  haji  me  now  sent 
188         )?at  eut;;y  bale  may  bete  ; 
^  Si))en  J?at  myn  herte  was  bre»t 
In  cn'stis  loue  so  sweete, 
Al  woo  fro  me  awei  is  went 
192         And  we  neue?*e  a3en  scliulen  mete. 


I  sit  and  sing. 

[1  Pase  99.) 

Jesu,  my  joy, 


briuK  me  to  Thy 
dwelling. 


•[  I  sitte  and  synge  of  loue  longynge 
Jjat  i;;  my  '  brest  is  now  bred. 
Ihe^'u,  my  king  and  my  ioiynge  ! 
196         Will  ne  were  y  to  fee  led  1 

%  Ful  weel  y  woot  in  al  my  3erny??ge, 
In  al  ioie,  y  schulde  be  fed. 
Ihci'u  !  me  brynge  to  J)i  woniynge, 
200         For  fe  blood  pat  fou  hast  bleed. 


Jesus  was  hung 
on  the  Cross, 

sfourged, 


and  crowned  willi 
thorns. 


%  Demed  he  was  on  a  crosse  to  heng, 
Jje  fair  auwgelis  foode ; 
"Wijj  scourgis  fei  gan  him  sore  swing 
204         ^^^la«ne  fat  he'bou?ide?«  stoode  ; 
^  His  brist  was  bloo  in  betyng, 
Not  spilt  was  liis  blood  ; 
]3e  forn  crowned  fat  king 
208         jjat  doon  was  on  f  e  roode. 


\Miite  was  His 

breast, 

fSee  Political 

if.  and  L.  Poems, 

p.  214.] 

wan  his  face. 


down  his  blood 
did  slide. 


"White  was  his  nakid  brecst, 

&  reed  his  bloodi  side, 
"Wan  was  his  face  fairest, 
212         Hise  wou;?dis  depe  &  wide, 
%  j)e  iewis  wolde  not  fan  reste 

To  pyne  hi???,  more  in  fat  tide ; 
Al  he  suflfride  fat  was  wisest, 
21 G         His  blood  to  lete  dou«  dide. 


THK    LOVK    ()!•'    JKSUS. 
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^  Blyiulid  were  liise  faire  y3en, 

And  al  his  flei.scli  bloodi  for-beto  ; 
Hise  '  louesuwi  lijf  ))at  alle  men  si3e[»], 
220  Fill  myldeli  he  out  gan  lete. 


out  he  let  his 

[i  Patje  100.] 
lovesome  life. 


^  Deed  &  lijf  bigu«ne  to  str/uen 
Whejje/'  my3t  be  maister  fere  ; 
Liif  was  slayn,  &  roos  a-3en  ; 
224         In-to  blis  ful  fair  may  we  fare. 
^  He  fat  fee  boii3t  haue  al  fi  J)0U3t, 
And  lede  he  it  in  to  his  loore  ; 
3eue  al  fin  licrte  to  crist  in  qwarte, 
228         Ami  so  to  loue  him  euennore. 


Life  was  slain, 


but  rose  agaiu  to 
give  us  bliss. 


Give  thy  heart  to 
Christ! 


^  I  si3e,  y  sobbe,  bof  e  day  &  iiy3t, 
For  oon  fat  is  so  fair  of  hue  ; 
J3ere  is  no  f  ing  my^  herte  may  li3t 
232         But  his  loue  fat  is  so  true. 
*|[  Who  so  hadde  him  in  his  si3te, 
Or  in  his  herte  him  knewe, 
His  moorny??ge  schulde  turne  into  ioiebri3t, 
23G         His  longynge  into  giewe. 


I  si<jh  and  sob  for 
Him; 


nothing  hut  He 
can  comfort  me. 


turn  mouniinp 
into  joy. 


^  In  mirf  e  lyuef  he  ny3t  &  day 
)5at  louef  fat  sweete  childe  ; 
Wi'af  f  e  wolde  from  hi//?  awcy, 
240         Were  he  neuere  so  Avielde. 
^  It  is  ihcsai,  forsof  e  to  say, 
Of  alle  meekist  &  myelde  ; 
He  fat  in  herte  him  louef  fat  day, 
244         From  yuel  he  wole  hi)n  schielde. 


He  wlio  loves 
Jesus, 


[Page  101.] 

meekest  and 
mildest  of  all, 
will  lie  shielded 
from  evil. 


^  Of  ilu'.s'u  f  a//ne  moost  list  nic  speko, 
j)iit  may  of  al  my  bale  be  bote  ; 
Me  finkcf  myn  herte  wole  al  to-brcke 
218         Wha/nic  y  finke  on  fat  soote. 


or.Iesiis  I  must 
si.eak, 
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THE    LOVE    OF    JESUS. 


for  He  has  caught 
my  heart  in  Love. 


%  In  loue  lavx3t  he  lia])  my  f)on3t, 
)3at  y  schal  neucre  for-lete  ; 
Fill  dere  me  jjinlce])  lie  hajj  me  boujt, 
252         "Wijj  blooJi  heed,  liondis,  &  feete. 


For  Love  my 
lieart  will  burst 
when  I  see  Christ. 


Love  is  the  l)est 
of  all  works. 


%  For  loue  mpi  herte  wole  to-berste 
"UHia/me  y  jjat  fau'  loue  biliolde  ; 
Loue  is  ful  fair  fere  it  is  fest, 
256         }5at  neue;'e  wole  be  coolde. 
%  Loue  us  reuej)  fe  ny3tis  rest ; 
In  g?-ace  it  maki])  us  boolde ; 
Of  alle  werkis  loue  is  fe  beeste, 
260         As  holi  men  me  ha]j  tolde. 


I  sigh  when  I 
think  on  Jesus 


nailed  on  the 
Cross, 


[Page  102.) 
6uirering  for  man. 


^  !Xo  wondir  if  y  si3hande  be, 
And  silpen  in  woo  al  bi-sctt ; 
Ihesu.  was  nailid  upon  pe  tree  ; 
26-i         3he,  al  bloody  for-beet. 

%  To  \)i?ike  on  hi7u  is  greet  pitee, 
To  se  how  tenderli  he  gret ; 
J?is  ha])  he  suffride,  man,  for  pee, 
268         If  pat  fou  wolt  fi  sy«nes  leett. 


Tlie  sweetness  of 
Christ's  Love 
none  can  tell. 


God  keep  him 
who  Loves,  from 
hell. 


%  Jjere  is  no  Ujf  iw  erfe  may  telle 
Of  fis  loue  pe  swetnes  : 
J3at  stidefastli  in  loue  can  dwellc, 
272         His  ioie  is  euere  eendelees. 

%  God  schielde  pat  he  schulde  to  hclle, 
J)at  of  loue  longi«ge  kan  not  ceesse, 
Or  enere  hise  enemyes  stliulde  him  qwcllc, 
276         Or  Jjat  he  so  his  loue  schidde  lese. 


Jesus  is  the  Love 
that  lasteth  aye. 


^  Ihesu  is  pe  loue  fat  lastij?  ay  , 
To  him  is  oure  longi??ge. 
Ihesn  pe  ny^t  turnej)  to  daj^, 
280         And  derkncs  in-to  day  spiyng. 
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%  Ihesu. !  finke  on  us  now  and  ay,  Jcsu,  think  on  us. 
For  Jiee  we  liolde  oure  kyng  ! 

Ihesu,  5eue  us  grace  bat  weel  may,  *"•*  ^"^  "* 

'  -'  or  .; '  Grao«  to  love 

281  To  loUC  JjC  w/tA  OUte    eendyngc! A-M-E-N.  thee  ever.   Amen. 


["  The  good  wijf,"  piiutcd  ia  The  Bahees  Bokc,  ^-c,  follows.] 
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k  toljat  mn  fmH  iuffrik  fot  0urc  f  alic. 


[Paz/es  117 — 120,  u-riffen  2cifhout  hreaJc/^.l 


Make  good  cheer 
in  Christ's  name. 

See  what  he 
sijffered  for  our 
sake. 


Like  Him  let  us 
suffer  too. 


TQOthe  3onge  &  oolde,  -whajjir  ^e  he, 
"^  in  cristis  name  good  cheer  30  make, 
and  lifti])  up  30^/re  hertis,  &  se 

What  cure  lord  sulFride  for  oure  sake, 
as  meeke  as  ony  lombe  was  he, 

ensan???ple  of  liim  weel  mowe  avc  take, 
&  to  siiffre  also  in  oure  degre, 

&  in  his  seruice  euere  to  Avake. 


If  friends  forsake 
us,  let  us  think 


on  Jesus, 


how  all  his 
disciples  fled  but 
Marj-  and  John. 


And  if  oio'c  freendis  forsake  lis  lieere 

so  Jjat  Ave  be  left  al  aloone, 
jji/dvC  on  ih^A;^*-  fiat  bou3t  us  dere, 
12         &  to  lii»i  make  aa'c  al  cure  moone  ; 
^  For  of  fat  lord  Aveel  may  Ave  leere 

What  AATong  he  suffride  among  hise  foon  ; 
^^Hia/me  hise  disciplis  fledde^i  for  feer, 
16         )5er  bood  no  mo  but  marie  &  iohnc. 


If  wrong  be 
wrought  us, 

God  maj'  help  at 
need :  think  how 

[Page  118.] 
Christ  has  bought 
us  with  His 
blood. 


20 


24 


If  ony  Avrong  to  us  be  Avrou3t, 

Be  it  hi  AA'ord  eiper  in  dede. 
Be  of  good  hope  3it  in  pi  jjou3t 

HoAV  god  may  us  helpe  alle  at  neede, 
x'Vnd  J)inke  Ave  hoAV  ihesics  cn'st  us  bou3t, 

&  for  oure  sy??nis  hise  blood  Avolde  blede  ; 
for  his  OAvne  gilt  Avas  it  nou3t, 

for  he  dide  neue>'e  synful  dede. 


SE    Wn.VT    OURE    LORD    SUFFRIDE    FOR    OURE    SAKE. 
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^  If  wickid  men  do  us  defame, 

fiiike  how  crlst  was  boujt  &  solde ; 
to  suffre  for  hi??*  is  no  schame, 

hut  libn  to  se?-ue  loke  we  be  boold. 
And  if  men  hurte  us  in  o?«^'e  name, 

We  must  for^eue,  bojje  3onge  &  olde, 
For  J»ou3  Ave  suffre  myche  blame, 

cr/st  suffride  moore  a  f  ousand  foold. 


And  of  poue/'t  ]50U3  we  wolde  playne, 

for  jjat  we  wanten  Avorldii  good, 
J3inke  v>'e  o?i  ihc^'U,  jjat  lord  souerepi, 
36         how  pore  he  heng  upo«  fe  roode, 
%  And  how  he  stryued  not  agey?i, 

but  euere  was  meeke  &  mylde  of  mood. 
to  folewe  fat  lord  Ave  schulden  be  fayn, 
40         in  AAdiat  degre  fat  euere  Ave  stood. 

&  fou^  Ave  haue  soroAA'e  on  ech  side, 

&  al  aboute  AATong  &  avoo, 
3it  suffre  meekeli,  &  a-bide, 
44         And  finke  on  ihc*ni  fat  suftride  also, 
and  hoAv  he  Avas  in  ful  greet  drede, 

Vnto  hise  peynis  Avhawne  he  schulde  go  ; 
he  suffride  moore  in  hise  manhede 
48         ))an  euere  dide  ma?z,  or  eue?'e  schal  do. 

%  }3ou3  Ave  with  Avrong  to  decf  be  brou3t, 
3it  suflfrau/ice  is  a  sikir  Avay 
For  fe  loue  of  iluwu  pat  us  derc  bou3t 
•52         &  deide  for  us  on  gcjod  friday  ; 
Whcrfore  us  finkif  in  oiu'e  fou3t 

pdt  Ave  0(//'c  lord  schulde  please  &  pay, 
And  Ave  to  sctte  fis  Avorld  at  nou3t, 
56         And  suffre  avc  Avickid  umn  to  say. 

In  iliesu  cr/'st  Avas  meckenos  moost. 
And  ferforc  he  fc  maist/vo  hadde, 


If  men  defame  us, 


let  US  suffer  for 
Christ, 


anl  forgive. 


He  suffered  1000 
fold  more. 


If  poverty  pinch 
us, 

think  how  Jesus 
hung,  poor,  on  the 
Cross, 


meek  and  mild. 
Follow  Him. 


I  f  sorrow  come, 
and  wrong, 

still  suffer  met'kly 
and  think  on 
Jesus 

[Page  119.] 


who  suffered  more 
than  any  man. 


If  we  lie  wrongly 
bro\ight  to  death. 


vet  suffer  still 


nnd  please  our 
Lord. 


riirisi,  through 

niGckness, 

ovorcamo 
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SE    WHAT    OURE    LORD    SUFFRIDE    FOR    OURE    SAKE, 


and  bound  the 
Devil, 


and  brought 
Adam,  Eve,  and 
otlicrs,  fi-om  hell. 


And  boond  f)e  feend  for  al  his  boost 
60         ]iat  he  ^xas  neuere  so  sore  adradde. 
^  Al  a3ens  his  Avil  &  al  his  oost 

Adam  &  eue  wit/i  him  he  ladde. 
And  many  moo  out  of  |)at  coost 
6-1         fat  Averen  in  pr/sou?z  ful  hard  bistadde. 


If  you  follow 
Jesus, 

[I  Page  120.] 
you  shall  find  that 
Meekness  will 
prevail. 


brin<?ing  j'ou  to 
endless  joy. 


G8 
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And  if  jjou  in  ]l\es\x  haue  delite, 

)?on3  al  Jje  world  do  fee  assaile, 
Do  aftir  fis,  &  ])ox\  sehalt  wite 

\)at  mcekenes  •  Wole  fee  moost  availe ; 
For  who  \)at  suifrif  heere  dispite, 

And  meekeli  a-bidif  in  yd  bataile, 
it  wole  turne  hcHi  to  greet  profite 

&  ccndlees  ioie  for  her  trauaile. 


If  any  man  do 
you  wrong, 


for  Jesus'  love 


suffer  it ;  you 
shall  dwell  with 
Him  in  bliss. 


76 


80 


^  If  ony  man  do  to  us  a  mys, 

Or  Avole  in  ony  wise  to  us  offende, 
forfe  loue  of  ihesu  haue  mywde  on  fis, 

&  lete  meekenes  fi  mood  ameende 
Avif  ihc6'u  cr/st,  as  oon  of  his, 

And  suffre  meekeli  what  god  Avole  sende, 
fawne  schal  we  be  w/t7i  him  in  blis 

fflt  Qwere,  schal  lastewifoute??  eende.  A-M-E-X. 


["How  niaukindc  dooj?  bigpnc,"  pp.  58-7iof  this  Text, 
follows  here] 
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I  imk  WW  slit  mmt  nimic  11m. 


[Laviheth  MS.  853,  ah.  1430  a.d.,  jmrje  226-33.] 

LN  ray  3onge  age  ful  wielde  y  was, 
]\n  silf  Jjat  tyme  cowde  y  not  knowe, 
Y  wolde  haue  my  wil  in  eue?y  place, 

4     And  Jjat  haj)  now  broujt  me  M  lowe. 
))inke,  ihesu,  how  y  am  jjin  owe  ! 
For  me  weero  jji  sidis  bojje  pale  &  bloo  ! 
To  chastise  me  Jjou  doist  it,  y  trowo ; 

8     Y  Aviyte  my  silf  myiie  OAvne  woo  ! 


In  my  youth  I 
was  verj'  wild, 


anil  that  has 
brouglit  me  low, 
But,  Jesu,  think 
liow  I  am  thine. 


I  blame  myself 
for  my  woe. 


12 


16 


%  I  made  couenaunt,  true  to  he, 
Firste  whanne  y  haptisid  was  ; 

Y  took  to  jje  Avorld,  &  wente  from  jjee, 

Y  folewide  jje  fcend  al  in  his  traas  ; 
From  wrafjje  and  enuye  wolde  y  not  pas ; 
Coueitise  and  auarise  y  usid  also, 
Mi  fleische  hadde  liis  Aville,  alas  ! 

Y  wiyto  my  silf  myn  owne  woo  ! 


I  kept  not  my 

baptisniiil 

covenant. 


but  followed  the 
devil. 


let  my  flesh 
have  its  will, 


%  Xow  y  woot  y  Avas  ful  wielde, 
In  J?at  my  wil  passid  my  witt ; 
Y  was  ful  sturd}^  &  pnn  ful  myelde ; 

20  Ihe.'.-u,  lord,  y  knowe  wecl  it. 
Of  Ipi  T)lis  y  wort}  ful  qwytt 

If  y  liaddc  afiir  J)at  y  hauo  do  ; 
But  to  pi  mcrci  y  truste  31  It, 

21  Y  wiyte  my  silf  myn  owne  woo  ! 

3* 


and  was 

rebellious. 

But,  Jesu, 
[Pago  227.] 


I  trust  to  Thy 
mercy. 
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I    WITE    MY    SILF    MYX    OWXE    WOO. 


I  was  proud  and 
extravagant, 


caring  only  for 
women  and  dress. 


I  trusted  riclics, 
not  God, 


and  stuck  at  no- 

tl'.in:^  to  get 
money. 


[Page  22R.1 
Lord,  I  feared 
Thee  not, 

but  Thou 


RufToreJ'st  for  me. 


Have  mercy  on 
me! 


Three  evil  things 
ruin  a  man. 


I.  The  desire  of 
poor  men  to  loolc 
like  rich  ones. 


II.  Tlie  covet- 
ousness  of  rich 
men, 


^  I  was  1113  of  lierte  and  stowte, 

And  in  my  closing  wondre  gay  ; 

I  lokide  men  scliulde  vn-to  me  lowte 
28     Where-so  fat  y  wente  bi  fe  Avey, 

Faire  wo?«men,  and  good  aray, 

Al  myn  entent  y  took  fer-to  ; 

A3en  Jii  techinge  euere  y  seide  nay  ; 
32     I  wite  my  silf  myn  owne  woo  ! 

^  T  trustide  more  to  Avorklli  good 

pan  to  god  fat  it  me  sente ; 

Weelfe  made  me  hi3  of  mood  ; 
36     Lust  and  likyng  me  ouer  wente. 

To  gete  good  y  wolde  not  stente, 

Y  ne  roujte  how  y  come  per-to  ; 

To  fe  poore  y  neifer  3af  ne  lente  ; 
40     Y  -vnyte  my  silf  m}-!!  owne  woo  ! 

^  Lord,  y  hadde  no  drede  of  fee  ; 

Mi  grace  wente  away  ferfore  ; 

But,  lord,  as  fou  bou3tist  me, 
44     So  lete  me  neuej-e  be  for-lore. 

For  me  f ou  suffredist  peines  sore  ; 

\)o\\  art  my  freend,  and  y  fi  foo  ; 

Mercy,  lord  !  y  wole  no  more ; 
48     Y  wiyte  my  silf  myn  owne  wo! 

^  J?er  ben  .iij.  poyntis  of  mysclieef 
j?at  ben  confusions  to  many  a  man, 
"VVliich  fat  worclien  to  her  soulis  greet  grccf ; 

52     Y  schal  hem  rehersen  as  y  can. 
Poore  men  proud,  fat  litil  han, 
Jjei  wolen  be  a-raied  as  riche  men  goo ; 
)pei  hindren  hem  silf  &  of ir  fan, 

56     And  mowe  vnyte  hem  silf  her  owne  woo. 

^  A  riche  man,  f  eef,  is  anothir, 
J5at  of  coueitisc  wole  not  slake  ; 


I    WITE    MY    SILF    MYN    OWNE    WOO. 

If  lie  with  -wrong  bigile  his  Lrojjir, 
CO     Heucno  Llis  he  schal  forsake  ; 

Bifore  god,  for  feefte  it  is  take, 

Al  jjat  with  wrong  he  Wynne])  so  ; 

But  if  he  here  a-meendis  make  ' 
Gi     he  schal  wiyte  him  silf  his  owne  woo. 
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{•lie  .ting  others, 


[Page  229] 
which  with  Go  J 
is  theft. 

[1  MS.  made] 


^  An.  oolde  man  leccho?</",  fe  jjridde  it  is, 
For  his  complexiouw  wexij)  coolde  ; 
It  bringej)  fe  soule  to  peyne  iwm  Liis, 

G8     It  stincke])  on  god  so  manye  f oolde. 
Theise  .iij.  Jiat  y  haue  of  toold 
Ben  pleasinge  to  pe  feend  oure  foo  ; 
Hem  to  use,  who  is  so  hoold, 

72     May  wiyte  him  silf  his  owne  woo. 


III.  The  lechery 
of  old  men. 


These  three  please 
the  Devil. 


7G 


80 


^  Manye  deftiutis  god  may  fynde 
In  vs  jjat  schulde  hise  seruau^tis  he ; 
He  schewit/i  us  loue,  &  we  vnkinde, 
Certis  pe  more  to  blame  be  wee. 
Su??zme  staren  broode  &  mou?«  not  se, 
Synne  is  fe  cause  it  farifi  soo ; 
Suclie  dreden  not  god,  y  seie  to  Jjee, 
And  may  Aviyte  hem  silf  her  owne  woo. 


^  In  iij.  jjingis  y  dare  weel  sayn 

god  schulde  be  worschipide  oner  al  pitig  ; 
do  ri3twijsnes  with  merci  w/t/i  al  pi  niayn  ; 

84     ]?e  fridde  is  cleennesse  in  lyuynge  ; 

To  bischopis  &  curatis  pat  han  kepinge, 
it  is  her  charge,  &  to  lordis  also, 
and  if  ])ei  contrarie  god-is  biddirtge, 

88     ))(3i  may  wiyte  ham  silf  her  owne  woo. 

^  wro«g  is  an  hij  seete  pt'rc  rijt  schulde  1)0, 
merci  for  mys  deede  is  putt  away  ; 


GuJ  shows  us 


love,  an  J  we  lock 


away  from  Him 
through  sin. 


We  may  hlame 
ourselves  for  our 
own  woe. 


[Page  230.] 
In  three  thinijs 
wc  slioukl 
worship  God, 
Uiirhteousness, 
M.roy, 
Cliastity, 

wliicli  hishops, 
curates,  and  lords 
are  bound  to  keep. 


Wrong  is  now  set 
up  wlicro  Kight 
should  Lv. 
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Lechery  drives 
away  Purity. 


Man,  amend,  or 
blame  yourself 
for  your  own 
torment. 


92 


96 


letcherie  ha])  made  clennesse  to  flee, 
Loue  may  not  abide  nyglit  ne  day. 
|3us  Jje  feend,  y  dare  weel  say, 
wole  make  oure  freend  oure  moost  foo 
man,  amende  pee  wliilis  J)Ou  may, 
Or  wiyte  pi  silf  fin  owne  woo. 


I  must  be  trou- 
ble<l  while  I  fol- 
low my  own  will. 


[Page  231.] 
1  serve  the  devil. 


100 


104 


%  It  is  no  wondir  J30U3  y  be  woo 
myn  owne  Avil  while  y  wole  sewe, 
&  my  lordis  bidding  wole  not  doo  : 
y  am  ful  fals,  but  he  is  trewe. 
And  ^it  lie  fyndijj  me  with  al  jjing  newe. 
And  y  serue  pe  feend,  and  go  him  froo; 
But  if  y  amende,  it  schal  me  rewe, 
And  may  wiyte  my  silf  my«  owne  woo. 


Priests,  knights, 
and  labourers 
shall  all  suffer  if 
they  do  wrong. 


and  blame  them- 
selves for  their 
distress. 


^  In  J>re  degrees  pe  world  kept  is, 
With  preestis,  kny^tis,  and  laborere, 
And  Avhich  of  hem  fat  doon  amys, 

108     j)ei  schulen  it  abie  wondir  deer. 

Bi  good  ensau»?plis  pe  preestis  scliuld  lore 
]pe  vnleerned  liow  fei  schulden  doo  : 
If  her  word  &  werk  coorde  not  in  fere, 

112     J5ei  mowe  Ante  hem  silf  her  owne  woo. 


Lords  should 


help  the  poor. 


but  instead  often 
oppress  them,  and 
when  in  woe  will 
have  to  blame 
themselves. 


%  Kny3thdde  also,  lordis,  ne  ofir, 
Schulden  not  be  of  conscience  light, 
)3ei  schulde/j  helpe  her  poore  suster  or  hvoper, 

1 1 G     And  also  strengfe  hem  in  her  ryght 

)3oru3  pride  &  coueitise  sn?/ime  leesen  her  my^t ; 
For  letcherie,  grace  is  kept  hein  froo  ; 
If  fei  biholde  her  owne  in-syght, 

120     j)ei  mowe  wiyte  hem  silf  her  owne  woo. 


[Page  232.] 
Labouiers  should 


^  )5e  laborer  schulde  truly  traueile  fan, 
And  be  ri^tful  bofe  in  worde  &  deede, 
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And  wliat-eue?*e  werkis  fat  he  can, 
124     And  resonabli  to  take  his  meede. 

Wrongfulli  sii?«me  her  hjf  heere  lede, 
Among  leerned  &  lewde  it  is  fouwde  so, 
And  in  her  laste  eende  it  is  to  drede 
128     Jjei  movve  wi}i;e  he??z  silf  \\er  ovvne  wo. 


work  well,  and 

take  reasonable 

washes. 

But  some  do 

wrong, 


and  will  have  to 
blame  themselves. 


132 


136 


^  Man,  take  hede  whr/t  fiou  art : 

But  -wonnes  nieete  !  fou  woost  weel  jjis 
Whanne  \<iX  jje  erfe  haj?  take  his  part, 
Heuene  and  helle  schal  haue  his. 
If  jjou  doist  weel,  \o\\  goist  to  blis  ; 
If  Jjon  do  yuel,  J)ou  goost  to  \\  foo  ; 
Lone  \\  lord  god,  &  finke  on  jjis. 
Or  J30U  wite  \\  silf  jjin  owne  woo. 


Man,  worms' 
f()i)d,  thou  must 
go 


to  bliss  or  hell. 


Do  not  have  to 
blame  tliyself  for 
tliy  woe. 


140 


144 


^  Now  ihesu  crist,  oure  sauyour  : 
From  oure  foos  fou  vs  defende ; 
In  al  oure  nede  be  oure  socoiu", 
Ileere  &  wha»ne  we  hens  wende. 
And  sende  us  grace  so  to  amende, 
His  blisse  Jjat  Ave  may  come  vnto, 
Heere  to  make  so  good  an  eende 
)jat  wee  not  cause  oure  owne  avoo. 
Deo  ffracias. 


Christ,  defend  us. 


here  and 
hereafter. 

[Page  2S3.] 

Bring  us  to  Thy 
bliss  that  we  may 
not  cause  our  own 
woe. 


[End  of  the  ]\rS.  In  a  later  hand  is  "  This  is  s/V  Ilary 
niyndcs  bookc,  Ilecord  of  John  Uuuis,  &  of  si/'  John  GuorgL-  k  of 
S(>  Robert  {jeorgc  fines  (?)  ] 
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II)c  iVuim  of  tlic  Hamc  ^(csus. 


[Page  88.] 


This  name,  Jesus, 

when  thou 
speakest  it,  it 
sliall  tie  honey  in 
tliy  inoutli  and 
melody  in  thine 
beai-t. 

[2  Page  89.] 

Think  on  Jesus ; 


it  drives  out  the 
devil,  and  opens 
heaven. 


Also  hail  Mary 
often. 


Keep  Love  in 
thine  heart,  for 
Love  is  the  ful- 
filling of  the  Law. 


AF  J)ou  wole  be  weel  with  god,  And  haue  grace 
to  reiile  ])i  lijf,  And  come  to  pe  ioie  of  loue,  Jjis  name 
ihe.^u,  fastne  it  so  fast  in  ]jin  lierte  Jpat  it  come  neuere 
4  out  of  pi  foujt.  And  \vha?ine  ])0U  spekist  to  him, 
&  seist  ihesu  Jjoru3  custu/?^,  It  sclial  be  in  Jjin  eere 
ioie,  And  in  J)i  moujj  hony,  A7id  in  fin  herte  melo- 
die,  For  fou  schalt  pinhe  ioie  to  heere  fe  name  of 
8  ihesn  be  nempned  *,^  swetnes  to  speke  it,  Myirjje  & 
song  to  Jjinke  on  it.  If  pon  Jjiiike  on  ilied-u  con- 
tynueli.  And  holde  it  stabli,  It  purgij)  pi  sy/nie,  it 
kyndelijj  fin  herte.  It  clarifiejj  fi  soule.  It  rcmeuej) 

12  ange?',  it  doijj  a- way  slownes,  It  wyndif  in  loue 

fvdfillid  of  charite,  It  chasi])  pe  deuel,    it  puttif 

out  drede,  It  openef  heuene,  it  makif  contemplatijf 

■    me?i  haue  in  mynde  ofte  iliesn,  For  alle  vicis  & 

16  fantu?ns  it  puttij)  fro  pe  loner.  Also  ]3e?1;o  heile  ofte 
marie  bofe  day  &  ny3t,  And  Jjanne  myche  ioie  & 
loue  schalt  pon  felc.  And  pou  do  aftir  jjis  lore,  j)e 
needij)  not  gi'eetli  coueite  many  bookis.    Holde  loue 

20  in  herte  &  in  werk.  And  pon  hast  al  pat  we  may 
seie  or  write,  For  fulnes  of  lawe  is  charite :  In  fat 
hongif  al. 


*  There  is  a  curl  of  contraction  as  for  er  over  the  second  e. 
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^  Song  Calleb 


or 


^nrlanuntuni  d  im\V\$, 


(Lambeth  MS.  853,  ah.  1^30  \.-d.,  Pages  157—182.) 


^TTlia?nie  inarye  was  greet  w/t/i  gab  Wei, 

And  had  co?2ceyued  &  bore?^  a  cliilde, 
Alle  J)e  deuelis  of  Jje  eir,  of  erpe,  &  of  lielle, 
4     helden  fer  paralame«t  of  pat  maide  mylde, 
^  What  man  had  made  her  wombe  to  swelle. 
"  To  tempten  hir  ^e  tenden  to  seelde ; 
her  chiklis  fadir  who  can  telle, 
8     Who  dide  w/t7i  hir  po  werkis  wielde?  " 

^  In  helle  f e  feendis  foo  answeride, 
"  We  knew  neuere  fadu'  fat  he  hadde. 
But  amongis  jj/'ophetis  we  haue  leerid 
12     J3at  god  with  man  ha]?  couenuu/^t  niaade  : 
^  A  serpent  in  deseert  was  rerid, 
So  schal  god-is  sone  in  man  be  had, 
J3e  soule  of  hi??i  schal  be  vnsperid, 
IG     his  herte  to-cloue,  and  he  for-bleed. 

^  }5ese  prophetis  spekcn  so  in  myst, 
What  jjei  mente  we  neuere  knewe  ; 
)5ei  spoken  of  oon  schulde  hote  c/v"st, 
20     liut  maries  sone  hijte  ihesu  ; 


^\^len  Mary  had 
given  birth  to 
Jesus,  all  the 
Devils  held  a 
consultation  as  to 
who  had  begotten 
Him. 


The  Hell-Devils 
did  not  know,  but 
had  learnt  from 
Prophets 

that  God's  Son 
was  to  be  raised 
in  man,  and  to 
suffer  death ; 


[Pageir.8.]    . 
and  that  one, 
Christ,  should 
come ;  but  Mary's 
Son  was  Jesus. 
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Also  that  Christ 
sliould  be  one 
with  God ;  but 
Jesus  was  not.  So 
the  Devils  were 
puzzled. 


pE    DEUELIS    PERLAMENT. 

^  And  fei  seid.e«  pat  crist  ^vith   god  scliulde  be 
a-twist, 
But  J)is  ihe^u  neuere  in  fe  godliede  grew  ; 
"We  ben  bigilid  alle  wi|)  oure  lyst. 
24     ]?e  cloojj  is  al  of  anothir  hew  ; 


But  they  agreed 
tliat  if  God  sent 
His  Son  into 
man's  body. 


they  would  claim 
Him  as  theirs, 
because  He'd  be 
of  man's  nature. 


^  And  J)0U3  god  make  liise  perlament 
Of  pees,  mercy,  trouthe,  &  resoun, 
And  fro??i  ]leue?^  til  erjje  his  sone  be  sent 
28     In  mankinde  to  take  a  cesoun, 
^  We  schule?z  ordeyne  bi  oon  assent 
A  prmey  councell  al  of  tresoun, 
And  clayme  ih&ju  for  oure  rent : 
32     For  pat  he  is  ki«de  of  man,  it  is  good  chesoiui. 


and  though  of 
alien  begetting, 
yet  sown  in 
Adam's  ground, 

[Page  159.] 
and  to  be  reaped 
by  them, 
God  notwith- 
standing. 


^  Write  we  his  name,  whejji??*  we  spede, 
Sijjen  to  us  he  is  vuknowen, 
For  J)0U3  he  be  come  of  straunge  seed, 
3G     3it  i'*  adams  groundo  was  he  sowen. 
^  Wha?zne  he  is  ripe,  do  we  oure  dede  ; 
Loke  we  pat  we  him  hope  repe  &  mowew, 
For  J)ou3  god  hhn  silf  cure  rollis  rede, 
40     Bi  ri3t  we  chalenge  ihesn  for  owe  ownc." 


The  Master  Devil 
undertook  to 
tackle  Jesus, 


make  a  fool  of 
him,  and  bring 
His  soul  to  hell. 


Xo  me,  maistir  deuel,  it  lijs  ; 
To  ihesn  wole  y  take  hede. 
To  norische  him  in  manye  delijs, 
44     His  freel  fleische  bojje  to  clojjc  k  fede  ; 
^  And  ])0U3  |)at  he  be  neuere  so  wijs, 
3it  out  of  pe  Avey  y  wole  him  lede, 
And  make  of  him  bofe  fool  and  nyce, 
48     And  in  helle  his  soule  brede." 


For  30  years  they 
tried 


^  ])ns  deuelis  Jjer  wills  caste 
Wif  pev  argumentis  greete, 
&  J)ritti  3cer  jjei  foondid  faste 


]5E    DEUELIS    PERLAMEXT. 
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52     To  tempte  ihe^^u  in  manye  an  bete. 
^  "  In  to  a  wildirnes  wi'tA  ihe^'us  y  paste, 
Of  hi??i  knowliche  for  to  gete, 
And  fourty  dales  fere  he  faste 

5G     "Wijjonte  sleep,  drinke,  or  meete." 


to  tempt  Jesus, 
and  went  to  a 
wilderness  where 


he  fasted  40  davs. 


^  Jje  maistir  deuel  wondre  foujte 
Of  ilie-sus  stalworjje  complexioun ; 
Bi  ma/znys  fode  lyuede  he  noii3te, 
CO     But  bi  praiers  and  deuocioun. 

^  "  But  wha/aie  he  bigan  to  hii?;ger,  as  me  J)ou3t, 
To  tempte  him  J5a/?ne  y  made  me  houn  : 
'Lo,  heere  be  stoonys  bard  y-wrou^te, 
64     Make  herof  breed,  y  seide,  to  ma/aiis  foisou?z.' 


[Page  160.] 
The  Master  Devil 
wondered  at 
Jesus'  constitu- 
tion, living  only 
on  prayers ;  but 
at  last  tempted 
Iliin,  '  Here  are 
stones,  make 
them  bread.' 


^  '  Forsojje,'  ihe6'u  seide,  '  not  oonli  in  breed 
is  ve/Tili  ma?inis  propir  lyuyng, 
But  in  eiie?y  worde  of  fie  godliede 
G8     To  body  and  soide  is  counifortynge.' 

^  Vpon  an  hij  pinnacle  ]ja?ine  y  hi?/i  brou3te, 
And  left  him  fere,  and  leep  a-dowue, 
And  seide,  '  saue  fee  harmelees,  lyme  &  heed, 
72     And  kife  now  maist/'/es  Avhile  fou  art  jonge. 


Jesus  said,  'Man's 
food  is  not  bread 
alone,  but  every 
word  of  God.' 
The  devil  took 
Ilini  to  a  pinna- 
cle, leapt  down, 
and  asked  Him  to 
follow. 


^  If  fou  be  god-is  sone,  lete  se  ; 
Of  fee  is  writen  longe  a-goon, 
'  Aungils  in  hondis  schullen  beere  fee 
76     Lest  fou  spurne  fi  foot  at  a  stoon.' 
^[  Quod  ilie-yu,  '  in  holi  writt  fou  maist  se, 
Tempte  not  f  i  lord  god  lyuynge  aloone  ; 
Wif  al  f  i  myght  and  f  i  poostc 
80     )3ou  schalt  him  serue,  and  of  ir  nooiie.'  " 


•  Angels  shall 
bear  Thee  in  their 
hands  lest  Thou 
strike  Thy  foot 
against  a  stone.' 

[Page  IGl.] 
Jesus  said, 
'  Tempt  not  thy 
God,  but  serve 
Him  with  all  thy 
might." 


^  \)Q  deuel  si3  it  myght  not  geyn  ; 
Of  ih''.s-u  his  purpos  he  gan  mys  ; 
Ibj  ])r(m3t(.'  him  til  an  lii3  moiu/tcyn. 


Then  the  Hcvil 
bri)ni;ht  Him  lo 
a  mountain. 
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showed  Him  all 
the  world's  riches, 
and  said, 

'  Worship  me,  and 
all  this  is  Thine.' 


J)E    DEUELIS    PERLAMENT. 

84     And  bad  him  do  as  he  wolde  "wys. 

^  And  \)ere  he  schewide  him  upon  Jjat  pleyn, 

Jewels,  ritchesse,  and  worldli  blisse ; 

"  Worschipe  me  here,  &  biconie  my  swayn, 
88     And  y  schal  3eue  fee  al  this." 


•  Begone,  Satan, 
from  heaven  ! 


Thy  Lord  Ood 
only  shall  ihou 
honour.' 
Alas,  said  the 
Devil, 


I  am  sore  hit,  I 
never  stood  such 
an  attack. 


^  "  Go,  sathanas  !  from  blis  fou  flit, 
From  heuene  riche,  Jjat  rial  tour  ! 
It  is  writen  oonli  in  holi  writt 
92     '  pi  lord  god  fou  schalt  honour.'  " 

^  "Alas,"   quod  pe  deuel,    "where  hast  Ji:m  Jjut 
Witt  1 
pi  wordis  are  bittir,  fii  werkis  aren  sour, 
pi  conclusioun  so  soore  me  knyt, 
96     I  abood  neu^re  so  scharp  a  schour." 


[Pase  ir,2.] 
Again  the  Devils 
held  their  Par. la- 
ment in  the  mist. 
'  Some  one  is 
coming  to  rifle 
our  home.    Once 
his  name  was 
John  the  Baptist, 
then  Jesus,  then 
Christ. 


^  pe  deuelis  gadriden  fier  greet  frame, 
And  heelden  Jjer  perlament  in  pe  myst. 
"  Oon  wolde  riflee  us  at  hame, 
100     And  gadere  pe  flour  out  of  oure  gryst ; 
^  Neewe  gilours  wolde  waite  us  schame, 
Oon[ys]  men  clepid  him  iohne  pe  baptist. 
But  now  he  hajj  turned,  ihesus  is  his  name 
104     Jjat  first  hi3te  ihe^ii,  now  is  clepid  cryst, 


He  has  never 
sinned  in  lust, 


but  has  resisted 
temptation. 

He  said  he  would 
tlirow  down  the 
Temple,  and  raise 
it  on  the  third 
day. 


^  I  si^  him  neuere  rage  ne  plawe, 
Biit  euere  in  stabilues  he  is  ay, 
And  streitely  kej^ij?  god-is  lawe, 
108     And  stijfly  wi])-stoondij3  myn  assay  ; 
%  To  werkis  of  vice  wole  he  not  drawe  ; 
A  wondir  worde  y  herde  him  say, 
pe  greet  temple  he  Avolde  douH  Jjrawe, 
112     And  reise  it  a3en  on  fie  Jjridde  day. 


At  His  birth  ^  "\Vha?/ne  he  was  born,  Avondris  bifel  : 

Ouer  al  was  pees,  bojje  eest  and  west, 
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In  rome  of  oile  pere  sprong  a  welle, 
116     ¥tom  tristiue?-  to  tybre  it  ran  prest. 
%  In  rome  fer  templis  dowi  felle, 
j?er  mawmetis  dide?^  al  to-brest, 
Aimgils  to  scbepe/'dis  ghrie  gan  telle — 
120     '  In  erjje,  to  al  mankinde,  bojjc  pees  &  rest.' 


a  well  of  oil 
spiaiif;  up  ill 
Home ;  temples  • 
fell ;  iJoIs  broke. 
[Page  163.J 

Angels  announced 
Pt:\ce  on  earth 
to  all  mankind. 


%  j)e  emperoiir  in  rome  stood  hi3e, 

|2re  su??nis  in  oon  he  si3  schyni?/ge  clere, 
In  J)e  niyddis  oihem  a  maiden  he  sije 
124     A  man  childe  in  her  amies  beere. 

^  pe  emperour  &  eek  sibile  spoken  p/'ophesie, 
And  fei  acordiden  bojse  in  feere, 
And  seiden  '  god-is  sone  mankinde  schulde  bie ; 
128     It  is  J^e  tokene,  f)e  tyme  nei^ej)  neere.' 


The  Emperor  saw 
three  Suns  in 
one ;  in  their 
miJstaMald  with 
a  child. 


He  and  the  Sibyl 
propliesied,  'God's 
Son  shall  redeem 
mankind ;  the 
time  draws  nigli.' 


^  Also  fre  kingis  come  fro  fer, 
To  worschipe  ihe^ii  al  fei  soii3te  ; 
J3at  reisid  eroiidis  herte  Jjere 
1.32     Jpem  to  slee,  for  Jiei  so  wrou3te. 
^  Bi  ])G  li3tn}aige  of  a  sterre, 

To  ihe^n  alle  pre  presentis  fei  brou3te ; 
Homeward  an  au»gil  taujte  he?;i  nerrc 
136     A-noJjc/-  wey  fan  pei  had  f)0U3te. 


Three  Kings  came 
from  far  to 
worship  Jesus, 


led  by  the  light  of 
a  Star,  bringing 
presents 


^[  )?a?me  y  cou?icellid  eroud  \v/t7/-i;aie  a  while 
To  distroie  fe  former  prophesie, 
J3at  alle  men  children  in  towne  &  pile 
140     to  slee  pern,  ))at  ihesus  myght  with  hem  die. 
^  He  ascapide  in  to  cgipt ;  in  fat  while 
fer  mawmetis  fil  doun  from  an  hi3e  ; 
he  knew  my  f  ou3te,  &  si3  my  gileo, 
1 14     y  myghte  not  hide  me  horn  his  y3C. 


[Page  16t.] 
The  DcviUulvised 
Herod 

to  slay  all  the 
male  children, 

but  Jesus  escaped 
into  Egypt, 


detecting  the 
Devil's  guile. 


^  To  tt'mi)te  ih^.9U  it  wole  not  availe  ; 
( )f  f  e  worldis  good  haf  In;  no  lu'cde 


'  It  is  no  good  to 
lonipt  Ilim  ; 
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the  more  I  work 
the  worse  I  si)eed 


and  the  less  He 
heeds  me. 
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I  leese  on  him  so  myche  trauaile, 
1 48     J3e  more  y  so  worche,  J)e  worse  y  specie  ; 
^  With  pe  scharper  a-sautis  y  him  assaile, 
)3e  lasse  of  me  he  stooudijj  in  drede, 
j)e  bolder  in  bikir  y  bidde  lii/M  bataile, 
152     j)Q  lasse  of  me  he  takijj  hede. 


If  I  tempt  Him 


to  lechery,  He 

escapes  hy 
ch;xstity. 

[Pa.;e  IRS.] 
He  abides  in 
charity'  and  will 


not  be  covetous. 


^  For  if  y  tempte  him  in  A\'raJ)))e  or  pride, 
WiJ)  pacience  and  mekenes  he  sconfitij?  me  ; 
If  y  tempte  hi»^  to  letcherie,  y  muste  me  hide, 
156     He  voidijj  me  of  wiJ)  chastitee. 

^  In  glotenie  &  eniiye  "wole  he  not  abide, 
But  is  enere  in  mesure  and  in  charitee ; 
In  coueitise  &  auarise  Avole  he  not  ride, 
IGO     but  is  euere  in  largenes  and  in  pouerte." 


I  can't  make  hira 
stumble.    He 


never  went  to 
school,  and  yet 
I  saw  Him  argu- 
ing against  all 
the  Doctors. 


He  calls  Himself 
God's  Son. 


^  pe  deuel  seide,  "  neijje;-  in  hoot  ne  cookie 
I  may  not  make  him  stumble  ne  falle ; 
I  nyste  him  neuere  goo  to  scolee, 
164     And  3it  oonis  y  si^  him  spute  ire  fie  scoole  halle  : 
^  He  satte  hi??^  silf  on  Jje  hi3est  stoole, 
And  argued  a3ens  fe  maistris  alle  ; 
Su??ime  callid  him  wijs,  suwme  callid  him  foole, 
108     But  '  goddis  sone'  he  hi??^  silf  doof  caUe. 


He  makes  the 
crooked  straight. 


gives  sight  to  the 
bliml,  sense  to 
madmen. 


and  drives  out 
devils. 


^  Hise  werkis  passen  ma«nis  kinde, 
For  crokid  &  creplis  he  makijj  ri3t ; 
For  deef,  &  dombe,  &  boren  blynde, 
172     he  3cue])  hem  speche,  heeryng,  &  sight. 
^  Woode  men,  he  3eue]j  hem  f  er  mynde, 
And  makiJj  mesels  hool  and  li3t ; 
A  legiou?i  of  feendis  in  a  man  he  dide  findc, 
176     Alle  he  drofe  out  ]3oru3  his  myght. 


[Page  166.] 
He  turns  water 
into  wine ; 


^  Wiyn  of  watir  he  maki])  blyue, 
And  dooj)  manye  a  wondir  dede, 
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"Wijj  two  fyschis,  and  loues  fyue, 
180     fyue  Jjousand  men  y  saw3  hiin  fedc. 
^  Twelue  leepis  of  releef  perof  dide  jjriue 

To  men,  women,  &  cliildrew,  fat  hadde?i  nede ; 

Deed  mere  lie  reisid  from  deep  to  lyue, 
184     And  3it  werij)  he  neuere  but  oo  wede. 


feeds  5000  men 
with  two  fishes 
and  five  loaves, 

leaving  12  baskets 
of  Iragmcnts, 


and  raises  the 
dead  to  life. 


^  He  handlijj  neiper  money  ne  knyf, 

Neijje/'  in  sy«ne  desiri])  lie  ony  womare  to  kis  ; 
But  oonif?  he  saued  a  Aveddid  wijf, 
188     In  spousebriche  jjat  hadde  doon  niys. 
^  He  is  so  Avondirful  in  lijf, 

I  can  not  knowe  weel  what  he  is  ; 
I  wolde  we  hadde  eendid  oure  striif ; 
192     He  is  oute  of  oure  bookis,  &  we  out  of  his. 


He  desires  no  sin 
with  woman, 

and  yet  once 
saved  an 
adulteress. 

He  is  such  a 
wonder  I  cannot 
make  out  what 
He  is.    He  is  out 
of  my  books. 


QJiJjen  y  hi»"6  first  tempte  bigan, 


A  fitte.  I 

si3  him  neuere  chau??ge  heAve  ; 
Oonys  he  bad  me  "  go,  foule  sathau  ! " 
196     Euere-more  fat  repreef  y  rewe. 

^  In  werkis  he  is  good,  in  pe/*soone  a  mare ; 
Lijk  to  him  y  neuere  noon  knewe. 
\\ni(^re  lerned  he  al  fe  witt  fat  he  can  1 
200     For  enery  day  he  doojj  wondris  neewe. 


I  have  never  seen 
him  change 
colour,  though 
once  He  reproved 
me. 


[Page  1G7.] 
In  person  He  is  a 
man ;  but  where 
does  His  know- 
ledge come  from  ? 


^  I  folcwitle  him  oonys  to  a  phice. 
To  a  mou??tcyne  upon  an  hi^te  ; 
Peti-r,  iames,  &  iohfi,  fere  was, 
201     Ely  &  moyses  stood  fere  up  rijt. 
^  I  wolde  haue  seen  ihesu-is  face, 
But  y  my^t  not,  it  schoon  so  bri3t ; 
In  f  e  soof  fast  su?me  closid  it  was, 
208     j)G  bri3t  bccmys  blent  my  si3t. 


Once  I  saw  Him 
with  Peter, 
James,  John, 
Elias,  and  Moses. 

His  face  shone  so 
bright 

that  it  blinded 
nie. 


^  To  lettc  f  c  prophcsie  soonc  y  went, 
Jjc  icwis  to  slee  ihc^'U  y  3af  hc»i  chois  ; 


I  gave  the  Jews 
the  choice  of 
killing  Jesus. 
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If  he  flies  on  the 
cross  we  are 
ruined  ;  so  I  was 
sorrj'  to  hear 
their  'Crucify 
Him,'  and  set 
Pilate's  wife  to 
stop  it. 


If  he  die  on  fe  roode,  we  scliiil  be  sclient 
212     I  wolde  not  pat  pei  liadde  jeue  fat  vois. 
^  Me  was  woo  for  Jjat  iugement, 

Of  "  crucifiige"  to  heere  Jje  noise  ; 

Pilatis  wijf  y  bad  bisily  ^eiie  tent 
216     j)at  ihesu  were  not  doon  on  fe  crois. 


[Pa^e  16.S.] 
But  the  Jews  bore 
false  witness, 

and  nailed  Him  on 
the  Cross  till  He 
died. 


I  looked  sharp 
after  His  soul, 
but  couldn't  see 
where  it  went. 


^  3it  fe  iewis,  for  liise  dedis  goode, 
Fals  Avitnes  vpon  liim  fei  berid, 
And  nailed  liini  upon  pe  roode, 
220     And  peyned  hi/?i  fere  til  fat  he  deied. 
^  Vndir  his  lift  side  y  my  silf  stood, 
And  aftir  his  soule  ful  naru3  a-spied  ; 
I  wist  neuere  wliidir  it  3ode  ; 
224     "Whanne  he  it  up  ^af,  so  manly  he  cried ; 


The  sun  and  moon 
lost  their  light, 
tlie  eartli 
trembled. 


dead  men  arose. 


I  lost  my  senses. 


^  j)e  su?me  &  moone  losten  for  light, 
f  e  elenientis  fou^tcn  as  leit  of  fundir, 
fe  erfe  qwoke,  and  niou«teynes  an  hight, 
228     Valeis,  &  stoonys,  bursten  a-sundir  ; 
^  Dede  men  risen  f  oru3  his  my3t 
To  here  witncs  of  fat  wondir  ; 
^ly  mjmde  failid,  y  loste  my  sijte, 
232     I  nyste  how  soone  y  came  fer  vndir. 


and  don't  know 
where  His  soul  is 
gone  to. 


[Page  169.] 
But  we  must  get 
ready  all  our 
tackle,  for  He'll 
attack  us. 
Prepare  for 
defence. 


If  He  comes  we 
must  all  try 


^  Ihesu  is  soule  is  wente,  y  woot  not  where, 
So  p/'/uely  it  dide  from  me  pas.^e  ; 
'Wha?me  his  herte  Avas  f  irlhd  with  a  spere, 
236     )5a»ne  wyste  y  weel  who  he  was. 
^  OrdejTie  we  us  Avif  al  oure  gere, 
For  hidir  he  finkif  to  make  a  race; 
Arise  we  alle  fat  ben  bounden  heere, 
240     And  foond  Ave  to  defeude  oure  place, 

^  For  if  fat  he  wole  hidir  come, 
AVe  schulen  foonde  euery-choon. 
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AUe  to-gidere,  bojjo  liool  &  some, 
244     To  teer  him  from  jje  tojj  to  pe  toon." 
^  jjanne  seide  lucifer  anoone, 

"  It  is  but  waast  to  speken  so  ; 

J5e  spirit  of  him  is  now  hidir  come 
248     For  to  worclien  us  alle  woo." 


to  tear  Him  from 
top  to  toe. 
Lucifer  said, 
'  That's  no  good  ; 
His  spirit  is  now 
here  to  work  our 
woe. 


^  Jpere  as  pe  goode  soulis  diden  in  dwelle, 
j)ei  cheyned  pe  3atis,  and  barred  he??i  faste  ; 
*' A  !  now,"  ihesn  seide,  "36  princis  felle, 
252     Openef)  pe.  ydtis  fat  euere  schal  laste, 
^  And  leti|)  in  i^oure  king  of  blis  to  lielle." 
\)e  dcuelis  axid  him  jjanne  in  haste, 
"  Wlio  is  pe  king  of  blis  pon  doost  of  telle  1 
256     Wenest  pon  to  make  us  alle  a-gaste  1 " 


The  Devils 
chained  up  and 
barred  tlie  gates 
where  the  good 
souls  were. 
Jesus  said, 
'  Princes  fell,  open 
the  gates,  and  let 
the  King  of  Bliss 
into  Hell.' 
The  Devils  asked, 
'  Who  is  the  King 
of  Bliss  ? ' 


^  "  Str(Hig  god  and  king  of  myght, 
I  am  lord  and  king  of  blis, 
Ouer-comer  of  deejj,  myghti  in  figlit  ! 
260     Euerlastynge  ^atis,  openej)  wight ! 
^  Bofe  pees,  mercy,  troujje,  &  right, 

I  brou^t  them  at  oon,  &  made  pern  to  kis  ; 
Euerlastynge  jatis,  opene])  on  hight, 
264     And  lete  in  ^oure  king  to  take  out  his  ! 


[Page  170.] 
'  I  am,'  said 
Christ, '  and  over- 
comer  of  death. 


Everlasting 
gates !  open 
quickly. 

I/pt  in  your  King 
to  take  out  His 
own. 


^  For  y,  jje  soule  of  ihesn  crist,  am  come  hidcr, 
Witnes  perof,  my  body  in  erjje  Hep  deed, 
And  pG  holi  goost  with  pe  soule  togider 
268     j)at  neuere  schal  parte  from  Jje  godhede. 
^  In  heue?i  blis  30  stooden  full  slidir  ; 
Jjoru^  p/v'de  y.  offeudid  my  fad/'/.s  bcde  ; 
Ma?aiis  soule  for  mceknes  schal  come  Jjidcv, 
272     j)t're  as  je  feendis  forfetid  fat  stide." 


I,  Christ's  soul, 
am  here,  though 
my  body  lies 
dead. 


Yc  lost  Heaven 
from  I'nde. 
Man  through 
Meekness  shall 
possess  your 
seats,' 


^  piinne  soide  lucifer,  "  god  dide  forbede 
To  adam  in  pa/-adiis  but  oon  tree, 
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Lucifer  said,  'Clod 
condemned 
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Adam  to  Hell  for 
ever. 

[Page  171.] 
Thou  art  of 
Adam's  seed,  and 
we  claim  Thee. 
Tliere  is  no  return 
from  Hell.' 


And  peyne  of  dee])  to  haue  for  pat  dede, 
27G     And  aftir  in  helle  euere  for  to  be  : 
^  And  fou  art  come  of  adam  seed, 
jpez-fore  bi  rigbt  Ave  chalenge  J)ee, 
For  in  holi  writt  jjou  made  rede, 
280     '  In  helle  is  no  remedie.'  " 


« Ti-ue,'  said 
Christ;  'but  the 
closed  Hell  is  for 
you ;  this  Hell  is 
free. 


JIan  is  redeemed. 


Thou  art 
condemned. 


^  Ihci^u  seide,  "  lucifer,  soo])  Jjou  telKst  me ; 
But  J30U  woost  not  Ipi  silf  how 
J?ere  is  a  boonde  belle,  but  f>is  is  free. 
284     ]?e  boond  helle  was  ordeyned  for  30U  ; 
^  For  ])at  pat  mayi  forfetid  |)oru3  a  tree, 
)5oru3  a  tree  a^en  bou3t  is  he  now. 
})ou  madist  him  synne,  pe  peyne  longij)  to  pee, 
288     For  pou  waitist  ncu(??'e  good  to  ma«nis  prow3. 


I  sprang  not  from 
sinful  seed,  but 


took  flesh  in  a 
maiden  siulessly. 


^  Lucifer,  fou  me  vntlir-nome, 

And  seidist  y  was  of  pe  seed  of  adams  kyn  ; 
forsojje  y  out  of  pe  godhedc  come, 
292     And  took  fieisch  &  blood  a  maidew  w/t7i-i?me. 
^  for  as  of  pe  seed  of  evpe  per  spri«gi])  blome, 
So  mette  we,  &  partid  wi])o\ite  synne  : 
j)in  argumewt  is  fals,  so  is  ])i  doome  ; 
296     Bi  what  right  woldist  pon  me  wjoine  ? 


[Page  172.] 

When  thou 
temptedst  Adam, 


I  fought  for  him. 


and  now  will 
defeat  thee.' 


^  A^Hio  was  cheef  of  fi  cou?icell 

In  heue/i  wha/mc  pon  forfetidist  pe  blis  ? 
In  paradiis  adam  fou  dedist  assaile, 
300     And  te/^ptidist  him  to  forfete  his  ; 
^  And  y  m  Ms  quarel  took  bataile 
A3en  my  fadir  to  amende  his  mys, 
AVherfor  of  ])i  purpos  pou.  schalt  faile, 
304     forthi  fi  quarel  nou3t  it  is." 


Lucifer  said,  ^  Jpamie  lucifcr  answeride  ageyn, 

"  Whi  spekist  fou  so  to  me  heere  ? 
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It  is  but  wantowne  worclis  i«  voyn ; 
308     I  trowe  pou  coiiiest  hidir  us  to  fere. 

^  Su??it}aiie  Avliawne  y  was  i?i  hencn  an  hi^, 

J5at  pat  y  pere  loste  for  my  pr/de,  certcyn, 

Heere-aftir  y  hope  ful  sikirly 
312     For  to  come  to  Jjat  blis  ageyn." 


'  Thou  comest 
lierc  to  frighten 


I  hope  to  get  to 
heaven  again.' 


^  Crist  iliesu  spak  to  sathan  tlio, 
And  seide  to  him  in  ))is  manere, 
"It  is  but  waast  to  speken  so, 
316     Or  ony  suche  wordis  to  seie  now  here. 
^  j)at  tyme  while  Jjou  in  heuen  were, 
Fill  myche  ioie  haddist  Jjou  tho  ; 
For  alle  jji  felawis,  glad  were  Jjei  fere, 
320     Lut  ri3t  soone  it  was  ouer-goo." 


Christ  answereJ, 


'  That  is  iiUe  talk. 


[Page  173.] 
Wliile  yon  were 
in  heaven  you  had 
much  joy,  but  it 

soon  ceased.* 


^  Lucifer  spak  to  him  ageyn, 

And  seide  to  him  with  wordis  sere, 
"  In  Jiis  place  y  haue  dwellid  in  woo  &  peine 
324     Moore  pan  J)is  .iiij.  fousand  jeere  : 
^  Helpe  me  to  |jat  bhs  ageyn 

J5e  which  y  loste  for  my  pride  j^ere, 
for  fere  it  is  myrie  in  certeyn 
328     To  wonye  wif  rial  aungils  clere." 


Lucifer  said,  '  I 
have  dwelt  here 
in  torment  above 
4000  years;  help 


me  to  bliss  again. 


to  merry  time 
with  angels.' 


^  "  I  seie  pec,  lucifer,  y  schal  fee  teUe, 
Or  euere  ony  fing  was  wrought — 
Heuene  or  crfe,  eir  or  helle, — 
332     Forsofe  foo  y  made  fee  of  nought. 
^  In  heuen  wha?me  f  ou  stoodist  in  welc, 
I  made  fee  abouc  aungils  aUe, 
But  f  erof  rau3t  f  ou  ncuerc  a  deel, 
33G     tSuche  p/vVle  in  fin  herte  gan  faUe. 


Christ  answered, 

'  Before  the 
heavens  were 

I  made  thee  of 
nothing. 


and  set  thee  above 
the  angels. 


^  In  hcue/«  wlia^ne  pon  wore  at  f  i  wilk', 

Jpcju  myjtist  hauc  be  in  jices  &  restc ; 
4  • 


[Page  171.] 
In  heaven 
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I  gave  thee  my 
seat  when  1  went 
away,  and  wlien 
I  came  back  thou 


said'st  thou  wast 
the  worthier, 


I  took  pee  luy  seete  ful  stille, 
340     It  to  jeme  Jjou  "vvere  ful  prest ; 
^  And  wliile  j  wente  where  me  list, 
And  come  a3en  a-noon  in  hije, 
)3oii  seidist  fat  jjou  "vvere  worjjiest, 
344:     And  to  sitte  jjere  as  Aveel  as  y ; 


and  thou  never 
repentedst. 

Adam  did ;  lie 

asked  mercy.  God 
sent  me  liere  for 
that,  and  let  me 
die. 


^  And  povi  repentidist  pee  neuoTiiore, 
But  euere  aggregidist  J>i  trespas. 
Adam  "wepte  &  si3ede  soore, 
348     And  askid  mercy  &  oile  of  grace  ; 
^  'My  fadir  sende  me  hidir  jjerfore, 
Vpon  a  tree  leete  deep  me  chase, 
A  spere  poru^  myn  herte  gan  boore, 
352     &  loete  out  pe  derworpiest  oile  p«t  euere  was. 


In  His  name,  open 
your  gates." 


Lilie  lightning 
the  gates  burst. 

Christ  took 
out  Adam  and  all 
His  cliosen  ones; 
and  all  sang 
thankf,  namely, 


^  In  my  fadris  name  of  heuene 
Opene  pe  3atis  a3ens  me  !  " 
As  lijt  of  Icite,  and  pu/?dir  leeme, 
35 G     j)G  jatis  to-burste,  and  gan  to  flee  ; 
^  God  took  out  adam  and  cue  ful  euene, 
And  alle  hise  chosen  companye. 
J3e  p/vjphetis  seiden  with  mylde  steuene, 
360     "  A  song  of  wondris  now  synge  we." 


Adam, 

Noah. 

Abraham, 
Moses, 


^  "  A,  ha  ! "  seide  Adam,  "  my  god  y  se  ; 
He  pat  made  me  wip  his  hond  !  " 
"  I  se,"  seide  noe,  "  where  comep  hee 
3G4     pat  sauede  me  hope  on  watir  it  londe  ! " 
^  Quod  ahraham,  "  y  se  my  god  so  free 
pai  sauede  my  sone  fro  hittir  bande  ! " 
po  seide  moyses,  "peso  tablis  he  bitook  me 
3G8     His  lawe  to  preche  and  vndirstande  !  " 


David, 


^  Quod  Dauid,  "  we  spoken  of  oon  so  grym 
]pat  schulde  breke  pe  brasen  3atis.  " 
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Quod  Zacharie,  "  &  his  folk  out  njm, 
372     And  leuo  pere  stille  po  ])at  he  liatis." 

^  Quod  symeon,  "  lie  li3tnejj  his  folk  bt  dym, 

Lo  wh(?ye  derknes  schendij?  her  statis. 

j)o  seide  iohne,   "  pis  lomh,  y  spak  of  him, 
376     j)at  al  jje  woiidis  synne  a-batys." 
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Zachariah, 


Symeon, 


and  John  the  Bap- 
tist. . 


^  Oure  lord  them  took  bi  pe  bond, 
And  broujt  pern  to  Jje  place  of  blis, 
And  seide  to  them,  y  vndir-stonde, 
380     "  Jjis  bargeyn  y  bane  bou3t  her,  f»is  : 
^  For  ricbe  &  pore,  free  and  boude 

pat  wole  axe  grace  and  ameende  per  mys, 
Schulen  be  with  3011  heere  pleyande 
384     In  my  kingdom,  heuene  blis." 


[Page  176.] 
Christ  led 
them  to  bliss,  say- 
ing he  had  bought 
it  for  all  who  will 


ask  graoe,  and 
amt'iid  their  sins. 


^  Thus  ihesus  crist  harewide  belle, 
And  ledde  hise  louers  to  paradijs  : 
Of  pe  opere  hellis  wolde  he  not  melle, 
388     "Where  feendis  blake  bounden  lijs, 

^  And  where  dampned  soulis  euere  schulew  dwelle 
]pat  wolen  not  do  weel,  but  euere  be  nyce, 
Turmentid  with  horible  deuelis  of  helle 
392     \)at  sumtyme  were  aungils  of  prijs. 


Thus  Christ 
harrowed  Hell. 
But  the  other 
liells  he  wouldn't 
touch,  where 
fiends  and  damn- 
ed souls  ever 
dwell. 


tormented  by 
horrible  devils. 


^  Helle  repreued  jjo  pe  deuel  satlian, 
And  horribli  gan  him  dispice, 
"  To  me  fou  art  a  schrewide  captaj^n, 
39 G     A  combrid  -\vretche  in  cowardise." 

^  )?o  seide  lucifer,  "  sijjen  pe  world  bigan 
I  haue  brou^t  hidir  manye  a  greet  price 
Hidir  into  helle  of  al  kinde  of  man, 
400     Bopc  pe  false,  foolis,  and  pe  wise. 


Then  Hell  re- 
in-uaclied  Satan 
with  cowardice. 


[Page  177.] 

But  Lucifer  justi- 
fied himself;  he 
Iiad  brought  all 
kinds  of  men 
there, 


^  Helle,  so  worschipide  neue/-e  fou  woi'e 
If  ]jou  cowdist  haue  kept  pw,  soo  ; 


and  Christ  too; 
but  Hell  wouldn't 
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keep  them. 


Hell  said  he 
couldn't  help  it. 
Christ  took  them. 


I  brou3te  fee  bofe  god  &  man  in  fere  ; 
404     Whi  were  Jjou  so  nyce  to  leete  him  go?" 
^  Quod  helle,  "  not  wip  fi  poowere 

I  niy3te  not  werne  Min  oon  of  tho  ; 

He  took  out  alle  jjat  Avere  him  dere  ; 
408     I  my3te  not  lette  him,  Jiouj  he  wolde  mo." 


Beelzebub  barred 
np  the  gates,  but 
Christ  broke  them 
through  with  a 
word. 


After  the  Doom 
comes  endless 
torment. 


^  Qwod  belsabuh,  "  y  barrid  ful  faste 
j)e  jatis  \rith  lok,  cheyne,  bolt,  &  pyn ; 
And  with  00  word  of  his  wyndis  blaste 
412     ])ei  broken  vp,  and  he  came  ynne. 
^  He  boond  me,  and  do'vvne  me  caste ; 
it  is  to  us  no  bote  to  stryue  with  him  ; 
"\Vha?zne  fe  dreedful  doome  is  come  &  paste, 
416     Oure  eendelees  pejoie  is  J)a?zne  to  bigynne." 


[Page  178.] 
Jesus  rose  on  tlie 
third  day, 


and  was  seen  by 
many ; 


once  ma  company 
of  500. 


%  )?ou3  ])e  iewis  dide  ih«35u  to  die, 

3it  on  pe  Jjridde  day  he  roos  to  liif  a3en  ; 
It  was  to  him  moore  victoria 
420     J3an  fow^  he  hadde  alle  fe  iewis  sleyn. 
%  Su??ime  were  glad  wha?me  fei  Mm  si^e, 
Su??ime  were  sory,  su??ime  were  fayne, 
And  sumtyme  in  oon  companye 
424     Amonge  .v.  hundrid  he  was  seyn. 


To  Marj-  Magda- 
lene He  said 


'  Touch  me  not,' 
but  to  His 
disciples, 
'  Handle  my 
wounds ;  I  have 
flesh  and  blood, 
which  ghosts 
have  not.' 


^  Of  0}Tiement  ful  manye  a  drope, 

Marie  mawdeleyne  to  iheiu  sche  broujte  ; 
Ihesu  wente  fro  a  litQ  a-slope, 
428     And  seide,  "mawdeleyn,  towche  me  noujt." 
%  Alle  hise  discQ)lis  weren  in  wanhope ; 
For  to  coumforte  them  ihe^u  Jjou3te, 
And  bad  he??i  hise  wou?idis  handle  &  grope, 
432     "  I  haue  fleisch &  blood!  so  spmtus  haue  nou3t." 


•^  Thomas  was  of  right  hard  bileevie 
Til  he  hadde  spoke  wip  ihesu  tho 
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Iliesu  spak  vn])  wordis  breue, 
436     "  Come  ludir,  thomas,  &  speke  me  to  ; 
^  For  here  ]jou  maist  now  fe  soo])e  preue, 

How  fat  y  on  fe  roode  was  y-doo ; 

And  lie  J)at  wille  not  on  it  bileeue, 
440     Schal  be  dampned  to  peine  for  eue?-mo." 

•|[  J5a?me  seide  ihf'.sni  wif  myelde  speche 
To  hise  disciplis,  "  y  wole  ^e  goo 
To  alle  creaturis  aboute,  to  preche 
444     Myn  uprisynge,  to  freende  &  foo  ; 
*[  And  ]jo  fat  bileeuen  fat  36  teeche, 
Bodies  and  soiilis  sailed  ben  tboo ; 
And  fo  fat  bileeuen  not,  y  seie  to  eclie, 
448     })o  scliulen  for  eiiere  to  peine  goo. 

^  From  30U,  feendis  schulen  flee  for  my  name  ; 
Eddris  &  venym  sclial  from  30U  Steele  ; 
]?ou5  36  drinke  poisouM,  it  schal  not  30U  tame, 
452     ISTeif  er  liarme  30U,  ne  noo  greef  feele. 
^  I  sclial  newe  tii??gis  in  3011  frame 
Alle  mane;-  of  langagis  forf  to  deele  ; 
And  f 0  fat  36  toiiche,  sike  or  lame, 
456     Body  and  soule  y  wole  hem  heele." 

^  Oure  lord,  aftir  his  resiuTCCciou/?,  here 
In  erf  e  he  was  forsof  e  dwellynge 
Til  hooly  f  iirsday  comen  were, 
460     j)at  he  sti3  to  heiiene,  where  he  is  king. 
^  At  f  e  dreedful  doom,  wif -out  lesiiig, 

Bof e  quycke  and  deede  fere  schal  he  demo. 
God  3eue  us  grace  in  oiu-e  lyuynge 
464     To  serue  oure  god,  &  marie  to  qwceme. 
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Jesus  said, 
'  Come  and  see 
the  proof  that  I 
was  crucified. 
[Page  17'J.1 
He  who  will  not 
believe  it  shall  be 
damned." 


To  His  disciples 
He  said,  '  Go  and 
preiich  my  upris- 
ing to  all  people. 


They  who  believe 
it  shall  be  saved ; 
they  who  do  not 
shall  go  to  hull. 


Devils  sh.ill  flee 
from  you, 
poison  shall  not 
hurt  you. 


You  shall  speak 
all  languages,  and 
heal  all  sick  you 
touch.' 


[Page  180.] 
Christ  remained 
on  earth  till  Holy 
Thursday,  and 
then  ascended 
into  heaven. 
He  shall  judge  the 
living  and  dead. 


%  Of  alio  f u  children  fat  cuere  were  boru//, 
Saue  oonli  cr/st  liim  siif  a-loone, 


Next  to  Christ 
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the  holiest  child 
was  John  the 
Baptist,  who 
baptized  Christ 


and  died  for  Him. 
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"Was  no  on  so  holi  here  biforn 
4G8     As  was  fis  holi  child  seynt  iohu?i 
%  j)at  baptisid  onre  lord  i?^  flom  iordon 
WiJ)  fnl  deuout  &  good  deiiocioun, 
And  afte/'  for  ilu'.*^^^  lone  to  deep  gan  goon, 
472     And  suffride  ful  niykil  passioun. 


Christ's  blessed 


taken  up  to  her 
Son 

[Page  181.] 

by  angels,  and 
crowned 


Queen  of  Heaven, 


%  Xow  sclial  y  telle  with  ful  good  cheere 
Of  fat  holi  assumpcioun 
Of  his  blessid  modir  dere, 
476     How  sche  avas  taken  up  yvlih  greet  deuociouri 
^  Vnto  hir  blessid  sone,  as  his  aWI  were, 
j)at  ferto  sente  hise  aungils  a-down, 
&  vp  Jjei  baren  |)at  maiden  cleere  ; 
480     Queene  of  heiie«  pere  pei  dide  liir  crowne. 


while  all  the 
angels  sang 


Glory  to  God. 


May  we  all  see 
that  sight! 


%  J5e?me  alle  an??gils  fat  were  in  heuene 
Were  at  pe  crowny«g  of  pat  maide  free, 
And  songen  alle  with  mylde  steuene 
484     "  Gloria  tibi  domine." 

%  j)at  is  a  song  of  ioie  and  bHsse  ! 
God  3eue  us  grace  fat  si3t  to  se, 
Of  his  mercy  fat  we  noujt  mysse, 
488     Qui  natus  es  de  virgine. 


This  song  is 
called  '  The 
Devil's  Ptrla- 
ment,'  and  is  read 
on  the  first  Sunday 
in  Lent.    He  who 


would  go  to 
heaven  must  keep 
clear  of  the  devil. 


^  ))is  song  fat  y  haue  suHge  30U  heere, 
Is  clepid  '  f  e  deuelis  perlament : ' 
\)evoi  is  red  in  tyme  of  jeere 
492     On  fe  first  Sunday  of  clene  lent. 
^  Who-so  wole  haue  heue?«  to  his  hire, 
Kepe  he  lii^»  irom  f  e  deuelis  combirment ; 
In  heuene  liis  soule  may  fere  be  sure 
496     "Wif  aungils  to  pleie  verament. 


[Page  182.] 
There  is  no  tri- 
fling in  this  tale. 


^  j)is  lessou/?  was  made  but  late  ; 
}5ere  ben  no  triflis  in  f  is  tale  ; 
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pG  deuelis  boost  jjus  gan  he  bate, 
500     Oure  ciirteis  crist,  cure  king  riale. 
^  He  helpe  us  in  alle  at  heuene  ^ate, 

Wij)  seintis  to  sitte  pevo  in  sale  ! 

Crist  !  kepe  us  out  of  barme  and  liate, 
504     For  j)in  hooli  spirit  so  special ! 
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This  is  how 
Christ  humlJled 
the  Devil. 


May  He  help  us 
Into  heaven,  and 
keep  us  out  of 
harm. 


Explicit  parlamentum  of  feendis. 


[The  Diatorie  printed  in  The  Babees  Soke,  fc,  follows  here. 
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€\t  UliiTor  of  i\t  Ipaiobs  of 
Mmxs  fife, 


BIDS    OF    THE   VIRTUES    AND    VICES    FOR    THE 
SOUL    OF    MAN. 


Man's  birth  is 
wonderful !  Be- 
gotten in  sin, 


endangering  Ills 
motljcr's  life. 


Poor  he  comes ; 
poor  he  goes. 


I  dreamt  I  saw 
a  new-born  child 
['  Page  121.] 


go  into  the  desert, 
and  be  taken  in 
hand  by  an 
Angel-friend  and 
an  Angel- foe. 


Tlie  World  told 
the  Child  it  gave 
him  food  and 
clothes. 


[Lambeth  MS.  853,  ab.  1430  a.d.,  pages  120-150,  written 
without  breaks,  till  near  the  bottom  of  p.  131,  as  marked  by  tlie 
insetting  of  the  even  lines  here.] 

JlOw  mankinde  doo|)  bigynne 

is  wondir  for  to  scrjiie  so  ; 
In  game  he  is  bigoten  in  sy?ine, 
4         \)e  child  is  \>e  niodris  deedU  foo  ; 
Or  fei  be  fulli  partide  on  tweyne, 

In  perelle  of  deep  be?i  bo|)e  two. 
Pore  he  come  pe  world  with-jnue, 
8         WiJ)  sorewe  &  poueH  oute  schal  he  goo. 

An  "w^Titir  ny^t  or  y  wakid, 

In  my  sleep  y  dreemed  so  ; 
I  saAv  a  cliild  mod?'/'  ^  nakid, 
1 2         jSTew  born  jse  modir  fro. 
Al  aloone,  as  god  him  makid, 
In  -woldirnesse  he  dide  goo, 
Til  two  in  gouernaunce  it  takid, 
IG         An  aungel  freende,  an  avmgil  foo. 

Iijuod  fie  world  to  J)e  child,  "  how  manj'  foolde 

Hast  pou  brou3t  richesse  1  now  late  se  : 
}pou  schuldist  deie  for  hunger  and  coolde 
20         But  y  lente  meete  &  cloJ)e  to  J3«e  : 


THE   MIUHOR   OF   THE   PERIODS   OF    MAN  S   LIFE. 


59 


I  wole  fee  fynde  til  Jjou  be  o')ldc ;  How  wouia  lie 

.  pay  it  tor  Ihuiu  ? 

How  "wolt  J)ou  qnyte  it  me  i 
Quod  desteine,  "  lie  is  bou^t  &  soolde." 
24         Quod  deejj,  "  his  eende  make  sclial  we." 

Quod  jje  child,  "y  come  poore  po  world  -with-  TheciiUd. 

I  came  to  seek 

i?me 
To  pursue  a  wondirfid  eritage  : 
K'aldd  out  of  Jje  \\'^ds;et  of  sy«ne, 
28         Of  the  perelhs  of  streite  passage, 
To  seke  deeJj  y  dide  bigynne, 

}5at  ilke  dredfid  pilgrjTiiage, 
Mi  body  &  soide  to  parte  a  tweyne, 
32         To  make  a  deuourse  of  Jjat  mariage. 

Iji3tnesse,  strenjje,  corage  &  bewte, 

j?e  comau?ideme??tis  fat  god  bede  ; 
Lust,  liking,  &  iolite, 
36         .vij.  werkis  of  mercy  •  and  Jje  crede. 
Veyne  glorie,  flaterynge,  and  vanyte, 

Sowowe,  si3ing,  loue,  &  drede, 
To  the  child  her  seruice  profren  he, 
40         For  lielle  peyne  or  hcuene  meede. 

Xha»ne  come  oon  &  stood  ful  stille, 

And  his  seruice  profride  he  : 
"  Jpese  folke  wolde  fi  silfc  spille 
44         To  make  J?ee  bonde  ;  y  wole  make  fee  free. 
|)ei  hail  f'-e  tau3t  bofe  good  &  ille ; 

From  her  cou«cel  fast  f  ou  flee. 
For  my  name  is  freewille  ; 
48         Leue  alle  hem  &  folowc  me." 

A  he  3'iiigc  cliihU)  III  studie  stood. 

And  in  herte  wittis  sou3te. 
^^'onscienoe  meiigid  liis  mood, 
r)2  "  Mi  fair  child.',  what  hast  ji-u  J3oii3t  ? 


a  wonJrous 
heritage ; 


to  seek  Death ; 


to  divorce  my  soul 
from  my  boJy. 


Bodily  gifts,  and 
God's  Command- 
ments, 

tlie  Pleasures  of 
this  life,  its 

[1  Page  122.J 
Sorrows,  and  the 
Works  of  Mercy, 


offer  to  lead  the 
child  to  heaven  or 
hell. 


Fret-will  s.iys, 


I  will  miikcllico 
free ; 


leave  all  others, 


aiul  follow  nic. 


('oHScicHCf  says, 
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know  e\il  from 


Freewill  will 
make  thee  mad : 


know  me, 
Conscience ; 


[1  Page  123.] 
cultivate 
Prudence ; 


beware  of  Reck- 
lessness. 


I  am  Conscience,  knowe  yuel  &  good, 

We  two  to  rekenynge  must  be  broii3t : 
Biwaare  !  free  \ville  wole  make  fee  woode ; 
.56         Free  wille  w{t^oute?i  -vvitte  is  non^t. 

J?  or  my  name  is  Conscience  ; 

To  knowe  me  povt  must  bigy?ine ; 
Discreciou>i  is  my  science, 
GO         Vicis  &  Vertues  •  to  voide  a  twjame. 
A-queynte  pe  weel  with  Prudence, 

He  ledij)  alle  vertues  out  &  inne  ; 
Bi  waar  of  richelees,  for  lie  wole  make  diffence, 
6-4  For  he  is  leder  of  al  sjame. 


At  seven  j'ears 
old  the  Child 

is  urged  by  the 
Good  Angel  to 

honour  his 
parents ; 

by  the  wicked 
Angel  to  despise 
them ; 


%  Whanne  pe  child  was  .vij.  ^eer  olde, 
Passyng  sowkyng  of  milke  drewis, 
\)e  good  au«gil  pe  cliilde  dide  weelde  ; 
68         Al  vevtu  to  him  jjan  sooiie  he  schems  : 
"  To  fadir  &  modir  honour  jjou  ^eelde  ; 

Loue  god,  &  drede,  and  be  of  good  jjewis." 
j)Q  wickid  au»gil  bad  him  be  boold 
72         To  calle  bojje  fadir  &  modir  schrewis. 


by  tlie  flood  to 


bridle  lus  tongue ; 

by  the  Wicked  to 
give  it  license. 


76 


80 


J?e  good  aungil  badde  him  "  be  mylde 

From  al  woo,  it  wole  pee  werre  : 
)?at  man  may  hije  liousis  bilde 

jpat  his  tunge  can  weel  for-beerre." 
Quod  pe  wickid  au??gil,  "  while  fou  art  a  child, 

With  jji  tunge  on  folk  pnn  bleere  ; 
Course  of  kynde  is  for  ^oujje  to  be  Avilde, 

To  beete  alle  children,  and  do  hem  deeriv." 


[I  Page  124.] 
Childhood  lasts 
from  seven 


to/(Airteen. 


Ahus  at  '  Adj.  3cer  age  cliildhood  bigynnes, 

And  folowft/i  folies  many  foold  ; 
Aftirward  his  childhode  bljnmes  ; 
84         "Whanne  he  is  fourtene  ^eer  olde, 
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88 


92 


96 


100 


104 


108 


112 


J)a??ne  knowliche  of  ma??.ho(le  he  Wynnes, 
pe  .vij.  vertues  wi])  him  wonne  wolde  ; 

Jjanne  come])  fe  .vij.  deedli  sjnnes 

With  fe  wickid  au??gil  housholde  to  holde. 


Then  the  Seven 
Virtues  and  the 
Seven  Mortal 
Sins  strive  for  the 
boy's  soul. 


Quod  resou??,  "  in  age  of  .xx.  3eer,  Ahout  tvxnty 

r^         .  j>      1  1  11)  years  olil,  Keason 

Goo  to  oxeniord,  or  lerne  lawe.  tivises  man 

Quod  lust,  "  harpe  &  giterne  Jjere  may  y  leere,  ^'ust^'^vises 

And  pickid  staffe  &  buckelere,  fere-^vif  to  music,  stair-pUiy, 

plawe, 

At  taur?rne  to  make  wo?7imen  myrie  cheere,  women,  and 

And  Avilde  felawis  to-gidere  drawe,  wild  companions. 
And  be  to  bemond  A  good  .squyer 

Al  nyjt  til  fe  day  do  dawe. 


116 


Quod  conscience,  "  jjat  axijj  coost ; 

J?e  moore  \)on  spendist,  fe  lesse  jjou  hast ; 
\)i  tyine,  fi  leerny«ge  bo])e  hen  loost, 

j)i  freendis  good  fou  spendist  in  waast.  " 
Quod  lust  to  conscience,  "  30u]je  so  muste  ; 

3ou]5e  can  not  kepe  hi?;i  chast." 
"  Good  conscience,  goo  preche  to  fe  post, 

Jji  couwcel  sauerij)  not  my  tast. 

J^ouj  Conscience  bidde  me  be  stille, 

I  wole  holde  forfe  ])at  y  bigan  ; 
Al  my  lust  y  Avole  ful-fille, 

I  wole  .spare  no  womman  ; 
Conscience  wolde  binde  me  to  skille, 

And  make  me  his  bondman. 
Fareweel  Conscience  !  weelcome  frewillo  ! 

I  wole  h)rne  no  more  good  jjan  y  can." 

U ow  vicis  &  ve/'tues  wole  not  slake, 
Now  man  is  .xx.  wyntir  in  age  : 

Quod  pr/de,  "no  man  frm  forsake, 
I  wole  jjcc  sette  in  \)c  lii3est  stage." 


Conscience  says 
these  will  waste 
time  and 
learning. 


Ijust  poohpoohs 
that ;  and  the 
[Page  125.] 

young  Man  sconis 
it; 


his  lust  will  spare 
no  woman  ; 

he  will  not  be  a 
servant  to  con- 
science, but  to 
Freewill,  and 
learn  no  good. 


After  Iwenty 
years  old,  come 
the  advice  of 
Pride, 
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Gluttony, 
Lechery, 

Wrath, 

Envy, 

[<  Page  126.] 
Sloth, 

Covetousness, 
Avarice. 


Pride  says,  wear 
long  pockets,  and 
slashed  (?) 
clothes ; 


reverence  no  one, 


oppress  the  poor, 
despise  adNace. 


MeeknesK  says : 
Pride  will  bring 
you  to  woe. 
Once  he  was 
lovely  in  highest 
heaven. 


now  he  is  loath- 
some in  hell, 
and  meek  man 
has  his  inherit- 
ance. 


Wrath  advises^: 
inefldle  in  every 
quaiTel, 

[Page  127.] 

wrong  or  right. 


Quod  glotenye,  "  ny3t  &  day  fou  wake ; 

Ete  late  &  eeiii  in  outrage." 
Quod  lecclierie,  "  fi  seed  richelees  ])0U  schakc, 
120         And  make  no  force  of  no  niariage." 

Quod  wrafjje,  "  loke  J?ou  bere  fee  bolde  ; 

What  ma?i  fee  teene,  His  heed  fou  hreest." 
Quod  enuie,  "  J)i  foote  Jjou  holde, 
124         And  pursue  '  for  to  passe  j)e  beest." 

Quod  sloufe,  "  in  ^oujje,  or  \o\\  be  oolde, 

Lecrnc  for  to  take  fi  reest." 
Quod  Coueitise,  " -w^^nnen  y  wolde." 
128         Quod  auarise,  "  locke  me  in  fi  cheest." 

Appfii'^'iile  Jje  p/'opirli,"  quod  Pride, 
"  Loke  fi  pockettis  passe  fe  lengist  gise  ; 
Slatre  J)i  clothis  bofe  schorte  &  side 
132         Passi>ige  alle  oJ)e?*e  mennis  sise  ; 
And  whe?'e  fat  fou  goo  oufe/'  ride, 

Do  no  reuerence  to  foole  ne  wise  ; 

Late  no  poore  nei3bore  fryue  fee  biside  ; 

136         Alle  ofe?'  mennis  cou?icel  loke  fou  dispise." 

Jji  waar,"  quod  Meekenes,  "  how  p/v'dc  doof 

wys ; 
He  3euef  but  avoo  &  wyssche  to  wage  ; 
Of  aungelis  bewte  f  e*  prijs  was  his  ; 
140         In  heuene  on  fe  hi3est  stage. 

He  wolde  haue  peerid  w/t7?  god  of  blis  ; 
Now  is  he  in  helle  moost  loof  eli  page. 
J;at  feendis  forfetid  for  her  mys, 
144         Is  now  nieeke  ma?aiis  eritage." 

Quod  wraff e,  "  From  fat  cou?zcel  flee, 

j3ou  art  stalworf  e,  3onge,  and  li3te, 
Of  all  quarellis  medle  f ou  fee 
148         Bof  e  of  Avronge  &  of  ri3te. 
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"WHio  dar  bete  fee,  nay  lete  be, 

Itiche  or  poore,  weike  or  wi3te, 
Loke  pon  bare  fee  boolde  on  me, 
152         And  y  for  fee  Avole  cliide  &  fli3te/' 

Jeanne  up  stood  Pacie/is, 

"  As  wraf f e  biddif,  do  not  soo, 
For  -wraffe  liaf  no  Conscience, 
15G         He  makij)  ech  maw  operis  foo ; 
]pev-with  he  getif  his  dispence, 

Jpat  schidde  be  freende,  to  make  hem  foo. 
P/'oie  god,  he  be  f  i  diffence, 
IGO         )pat  foil  be  not  foiinde  in  fe  noumbre  of  foo." 

l:^uod  enuie  f a?me,  "  y  wole  fee  leere 

To  make  f i  lord  to  fee  tame  ; 
Be  homeli,  &  ro'svne  in  his  eere, 
1G4         And  briwge  trewe  folk  in  fals  fame. 
Make  him  f i  suget,  to  fee  to  swere 

J3at  he  schal  not  disciire  f  i  name  ; 
So  make  hi;?i  fals  witnesse  to  here, 
168         And  gete  fee  richesse  wif  god-is  grame." 

Jya/me  up  roos  a  souereyn  ue/'tii 

j)nt  is  clepid  Charite  : 
"  Loke  foil  not  hise  maners  sue, 
172         For  god-is  enemy  sofeli  is  he. 
Do  foil  to  eiicry  maw  f ''it  is  due 

As  f ou  woldist  he  dide  to  fee." 
Quod  Coueitise  "  and  alio  folk  were  trewe, 
176         Manye  a  man  schulde  ncuej-e  fee. 


I  will  bully  for 
you. 


Patience  warns 


hira  against 


Wrath, 


who  makes 
friends  foes. 


Einy  counsels 
man  to  w  hisper 
evil  rei)orts  of 


true  men  under  a 
promise  of 
secresy. 


Charity  says, 

Envy  is  God's 

enemy. 

'  Do  to  others  as 

yon  would  they'd 

do  to  you.' 

[Page  128.] 

Covctmisness 

advises  man  to 


vaste  fee  faste  to  Coueitise, 

Make  sotil  f  i  wittis,  &  forge  wilis, 
And  prcuc  fat  trewe  men  be  nyce, 
180         For  so  fe  fals  fe  trewe  bigilis ; 


scheme  and  cheat. 
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184 


Such  hen  worscliipid  &  holden  wise, 

]?ei  purchasen  hem  townes,  maners,  &  pilis, 

And  trujje  wolde  wite  where  f  i  lordschip  lijs  ; 
Make  heggis  bi-twene  3011,  and  no  stihs." 


l:£uod  largenes  in  ahnesse  dede, 

"  Coueitise  cou?icelli]j  Jjee  amys. 
3eue  to  pe  pore,  &  ])o\i  schalt  spede 
188         jpe  bettir,  fe  gospel  seijj  ])is  ; 

For  at  Jjc  doonie  Jjere  fou  schalt  di'ede, 

Crist  Avole  reherse  of  Jjee  y-wys 
\)e  werkis  of  merci,  as  clerkis  reede  : 
youni  go  to  bliss.      192         If  ^on  hast  doon  he???,  pan  goost  to  blis." 


Bounty  in  A  Ims- 
dee.ds  says,  Give  to 
the  poor. 


and  at  the 
Judgment 


Oluttony  saj's, 
Love  jour  belly, 


cat  and  drink ; 

fornicate,  and 
never  fast. 
[Page  129.1 


Moderation  says, 
Gluttony  makes 


men  beasts,  and 


drunkenness 
blinds  their  souls. 


Sloth  says,  Never 
go  to  church, 
don't  mind  good 
advice. 


JlLan,  loue  pi  wombe,"  quod  Gloteny, 
"  Leie  mete  upon  meete,  &  ete  fastc  ; 
But  leuo  not  |)i  cru???nies  drye, 
19G         Drinke  pon  til  fe  ful  flood  bo  paste. 
Leu.e  cle?messe,  &  use  harlotrie, 

But  neue?'e  a  day  loke  fou  ne  faste  ; 
In  J)i  wombe  make  )?i  tresorie, 
200         Of  jjeeuis  J)a??ne  pon  schalt  not  be  agast." 

l:^uod  IMesure,  "  man  !  haue  me  in  myndc. 

God  made  man  suget  to  resou??  : 
Wat  turnej)  a  man  to  beestis  kinde 
204         But  etynge  &  drynking  out  of  scsouji  ? 
Drmikelew  folk  hen  goosth  bli??de  ; 

For  faute  of  witt  her  lijf  is  gesoun  ; 
In  ydil  oo]?is  wasten  J)ei  her  wynde  : 
208         To  repreue  suche,  god  fyjidijj  enchesou?*." 

Quod  Sloujje,  "  bisynesse  y  pee  forbedc  ; 

To  chirche  neij^e?*  goo  ne  re??ne  ; 
AVho  techijj  pee  good,  take  noon  hede, 
212         A^ens  00  worde  3eue  hi???  ten  : 
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216 


220 


224 


228 


232 


Seie  '  alle  folk  hon  not  sotil  in  dede  ; ' 

Excuse  fee  so  bi  opev  men, 
And  3eue  hem  myche  maugre  to  mtidc 

pat  ony  good  pee  wolde  ke/nie." 

Quod  Besinesse,  "  man  !  of  Sloupc  be  waare  ; 

He  is  assigned  to  helle  for  sy«ne  ; 
In  good  l3'T.iy??ge  |ji  wittis  ware, 

To  drede  god  jjou  muste  bigy??ne  ; 
Jji  fleischeli  lustis  fou  inuste  spare, 

For  vicis  and  vertues  wole  voide  atwynne  ; 
In  besinessis  hous  is  good  weelfare, 

And  Slou))e  liaj)  hunger  and  clojjis  finne." 


excuse  yourself 
by  otlieib' 
example. 


Bn.ihiess  warns 
mail  against 
Sloth. 


Fear  God,  and 
deny  your  lusts. 


[Page  130.] 


Business  brings 
welfare. 


Quod  lecclierie  to  ma»,  "  loue  faiine  Aveel  me,     iec/i«rj/ says : 

j)i  lustis  v^'tVi  Avonimen  poii  fulfiUe,  \rtth women;"* 

For  if  povi  in  3ouJje  sparist  panne  pee, 

}5ou  maist  falle  in  greet  perille. 
^oufe  ful  of  corage  wole  be  ;  youth  wiu  be  gay. 

))ou  niuste  bane  helpe,  or  ellis  spille  ; 
Spare  no  womman,  y  couwcelle  jje,  spare  no  woman. 

)2ou3  suHiine  cry  en  neuere  so  scbille." 


Quod  Chastite  to  man,  "loo, 

Herken  how  lecclierie  doojj  speke  ! 
Whanne  pou  ))i  foule  luste  hast  doo, 
236         Bi  waare  hi??i  pa?ine  !  he  wole  pee  J)rete, 
And  seie  '  for  fou  hast  so  doo 

j3ou  must  suffre  peynes  greete  ; ' 
And  but  if  god  help  pee  ))o, 
240         Soone  in  wanhopo  he  wole  fee  Ictc. 


chastity  warns 
man  that  Lust 
when  gratified 
will  threaten  him 
with 


tonnents,  and 
he'll  fall  into 
despair. 


Quod  pc  good  au>/gi],  "  3it  fee  avisc  ; 

Lerne  wittc  while  fou  art  heore ; 
He  is  a  foolc  fat  may  be  wise, 
211     In  lieuene  come))  no  foolis  to  3eere, 


The  Goml  A  niicl 
tells  man  to 
consider, 

and  not  be  a  fool, 
IPagolSl.] 
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as  God  refuses 
reckless  fouls. 


At  thirty  years 
old,  man  boasts 
of  his  powers. 


Conseietiee  re- 
proves him  for 
his  vices. 


and  shows  him 
the  cost  of  Pride, 


(as  against 
Meekness), 

of  Lechery, 
Gluttony, 


Fnvy, 

[Page  152.] 


Slotli, 


Covetousness,  and 
Avarice. 


God  dooj)  richelees  foolis  refuse 
)5at  kuwnen  no  good,  ne  noon  Avole  lere  ; 
If  wordis  excuse,  werkis  accuse, 
248     j)at  niaki])  hem  Avorse  fan  J>ei  Avere." 


Xx  firitti  3cer  noAv  y  abide  ; 

In  discreciou/z  I  haue  in-sijt, 
Loueli  to  goo,  and  to  ride, 

Fvd  of  manhode  &  of  myjt." 
Quod  Conscience,  "ve?*tues  jjou  puttisfc  aside, 

And  norischist  vicis  day  &  ny3t." 
Quod  man  in  scorn,  "lo.  Conscience  dooJ)  cliide! 

For  losse  of  catel  he  dar  not  fi3t." 


252 


256 


260 


264 


268 


272 


JULan,  kope  J)i  ricliesse,"  quod  Conscience, 

"  To  niaynteine  p?v'de,  it  costijj  greete  ;  ' 
It  costij)  nou3t,  nieekenesse  ne  pacience. 

But  it  axi))  greet  coost  to  chide  &  to  beete. 
Leccherie  axijj  greet  dispense, 

It  distroiejj  mannis  kindeU  heete  ; 
And  glotenie  coostijj  Avi]joute?i  diffence 

Bojje  in  diuerse  drinkis  and  meete. 

XT  costi))  greet  to  use  a  sywne 

j)ai  is  clepid  foide  Enuye, 
For  it  freti))  maw  wit/i-iwne  ; 

Bodi  &  soule  it  dooj)  distroie. 
Sloujiis  firifte,  it  is  ful  finne, 

It  costij)  myche  171  sloujje  to  He ; 
And  Coueitise  al  fe  Avorld  wolde  -wy/me. 
And  Auarise  aftir  more  doith  crie." 


Man  justifies 
himself. 
Youth  must  do 
folly,  or  Age 
would  have  no 
wisdom,    , 


Quod  inan  to  Conscience,    "  30ujje  axij?  delice ; 
For  30u]?e  fe  course  of  kinde  Avole  holde  ; 
-But  3ouJ)e  Avere  a  foole  and  nyce, 
276     How  schukle  Avijsdom  be  fou«de  in  oolde. 
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Jje  coragc  of  joujje,  and  ooklo  wise, 
Makij)  ^onge  men  to  be  boolde  ; 
In  witt  of  oolde,  Avorscliipe  lijs  ; 

280  lu  fe  witte  of  wise,  kingdom  is  lioldo. 

J?ou  wastist  Jii  wynde  &  sjjillist  pi  speche, 
J?i  wordis  me  is  loo])  to  heere ; 
And  y  dide  as  pon  doist  me  teche, 

281  I  schulde  neuere  make  myrie  cliere. 
Wenest  fou  yvith  ])in  hond  heuene  to  reclie  1 

)3in  anne  wole  not  be  so  longe  to  3eere; 
Xow,  good  Conscience,  &  pou  Avolt  preclie, 
288         Goo  stele  an  abite,  &  bicome  a  frere." 


Q 


'  I  liate  to  Iiear 
you.  Conscience, 
trying  to  stop  my 
merry-making. 


If  you  v-iU  pre.ich, 
steal  a  cowl  and 
be  a  friar. 


[Pa!?el33.] 
1  play  and  wrestle, 


juod  ma;?,  y  pleie,  y  wrastile,  y  sprynge, 
J3ese  ioies  wolen  neue/-e  wende  me  fro  ; 
ISTow  alle  gamys  hom  y  brynge ; 
292     What  such  as  y  am,  per  ben  no  moo  : 

I  leepe,  y  daunce,  y  skippe,  y  synge,  <i™'"<'  and  sing, 

and  never  cry 

I  am  SO  myrie  y  can  not  seie  hoo."  Halt !  • 

Quod  Conscience,  "  jjou  schalt  weepe  &  wri»ge  •<  vouui  weep 
29G     Wlianne  fiei  take  her  leeue  to  goo."  me"."  ^* 


JQlyn  i3en  ben  cleere  &  bri3t  as  glas, 
Mi  lire  as  lillye  and  roose  of  hewe. 
Of  schappe  &  strengfe  alle  folke  y  passe, 

300     And  eue/'c  my  uertu  wexi])  newe." 

Quod  Conscience,  "  y  loue  fee  wecl  fe  lasse, 
}5ou  usist  no  Averkis  of  good  vertu." 
"  Goo,  Conscience,  fou  leAvide  asse, 

30-i     I  kepc  not  J?i  maneris  to  sue." 

I^uod  mail,  "  Myne  age  is  fourti  ^cere." 
Quod  J)e  world,  "y  oflj-e  to  fee  my  weele." 
Quod  strcngfc,  "  late  no  ma«  be  jji  pecre." 
308     Quod  coragc,  "  late  no  man  with  Jjce  dccle." 
6* 


A  fan. 

'  Jly  eyes  are 

bright,  and  I'm 

stronger  than  any 
other  man." 

Conscience. 

"  Vou  do  no  good 

works." 

Man. 

'  Conscience, 

you're  an  ignorant 

ass.' 


At  forty  years 
old,  man  is  ad- 
vised by  the 
World, 
Strength, 

Courage, 
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Lust, 
Health, 

Conscience, 


and  Truth. 
Gilt  riches  in' 
youth  that  shall 
do  for  age. 


Quod  luste  and  likiiig,  "  make  good  clieere." 
"  I  am  al  hool  -vvijj  fee,"  quod  heele. 
Quod  Conscience,  "  wistist  Jjou  what  fese  "were  ] 
312     At  nede  wole  faile  jji  fleisclie  so  freele." 

Quod  Conscience  to  man  in  3ou]5e, 
"  Traueile  in  troujje  in  tyme  is  beste." 
Quod  trou])e,  "gete  jjee  richesse  noujje 
Wlier\vi|)  in  oolde  to  haue  pi  reste  ; 
\)ow}  age  can  as  he  cowthe, 
I\Iy3t  &  corage  he  hup  looste. 
He  kepij)  his  soule  J)'<t  kepij)  his  moujie, 
For  pe  soule  to  pe  fleisch  is  hut  a  goost." 


316 


320 


At  fifty  years  old. 


Conscience  tells 
man  to  do  good 
works. 


He  prefers 
covetousness. 


324 


328 


Jf  Ow  am  I  lifti  ^eere  y-A\as, 
Myn  heer  bigywnejj  to  change  his  hewe." 
Q^iod  Conscience,  "  flee  from  alle  vice, 
And  use  Averkis  of  good  vertu. 
Late  not  fi  werkis  preue  fee  nyce, 
Loke  fat  fou  eue?-e  be  foimden  trewe." 
"  Fare  weel  Conscience,  weelcome  Coueitise  ! 
To  be  richee  now  y  wole  piu'sue." 


[Page  135.1 
Conscience  dis- 
suades hira ; 
Overhope  makes 
him  sin ; 


Despair  helps  too. 


At  sixty  years 
old,  man 
laments  his  evil 
doings. 


Quod  Conscience,  "  fat  is  idil  bisynesse, 
Nedclees  richesse  to  gadre  soo  ; 
Ouerhope  is  f  e  cause  y-wisse, 

332     He  wenef  ameende  al  er  he  goo." 
Wanhope  self,  "  kepe  weel  f is. 
For  fe  world  wole  faile  us  two." 
Qxod  Conscience,  "  chaunge  not  heucM  blis 

336     For  helle  peyne,  sorowe,  and  woo." 

JjST  sixti  3eere  myn  age  is  pi3te, 
Myn  i3en  daswen,  myn  heer  is  hoore  ; 
In  my  Averkis  y  haue  febil  in-si3te, 
340     I  fynde  no  vertxi  in  my  stoore. 


THE    MIRROR    OF    THE    PERIODS    OF    MAX  S    LIFE. 


69 


344 


How  sclial  y  reckene  wt't/i  god  alniyjt  ? 
I  am  aschamed  wondir  soore." 
Quod  Conscience,  "  certis  it  were  ri^t 
To  be  holi  now  or  neuere  mocre." 


How  shall  he 
reckon  with  God  ? 


"  Be  holy  now  or 
never." 


Quod  jouthe  to  age,  "what  doist  pon  nnwjje? 
Ilange  up  pin  liachet  &  take  pi  rcstc;  ; 
])e  su/aie  is  past  fer  l)i  J?e  sowthe, 

348     And  lii^eth.swijjc  in  to  J)e  weste." 
Quod  man,  "  y  serued  pea  in  30ugJ)e 
And  al  ]je  tynie  niyne  eruest  leste, 
AVijj  sorowe  of  lierte  &  sclirifte  of  moujje 

352     To  god  3it  haue  y  kepte  pe  beste." 

£^ge,  calle  a3en  3istirday  to-morowe ; 
And  alle  fi  werkis,  bigynne  hem  newe." 
Qicod  man,  "  JJOU3  Jiou  speke  in  scorne, 

356     J50U  tecliist  me  good  Jjat  y  neuere  knewe  ; 
I  wole  bijjinke  me  on  my  werkis  biforn, 
Do  almes  dede,  praie,  &  rewe, 
And  goddis  mercy  schal  ynne  my  corn, 

360     And  fede  me  wij?  fat  ])at  y  neuere  sewe. 


Youth  taunts  the 
olil  inun  :  he  is 

past  and  gone. 


fPage  l.!fi.] 
The  old  man 


repents  and  will 
serve  God. 


Youth  morks  hira 
again. 

The  old  man 
learns  from  the 
SLorn, 


will  pray  and 
sorrow,  and  God 
will  ill  his  corn. 


IX  30ug|)e  wha??ne  y  was  wildc  &  stro/?go, 
)3e  fals  world  fair  dide  me  wowe, 
Me  ]30U3t  ech  worde  a  myricj  songe, 

364     "VVi])  pipis,  and  dau/a-is,  &  niir|)is  y-nowe. 
Now  seij)  he,  he  loued  me  to  longe, 
For  myn  heer  bigynnej)  to  blowe ; 
To  ]ji  mercy,  lord,  me  vndirfonge, 

368     J3e  tyde  is  ebbid,  Sc  no  more  wole  Howe." 


'  Wlien  younpTi 
the  false  world 
wooed  me, 


but  in  :ise  has 
left  me. 


Have  mercy  on 
me.  Lord. 


"  J^e  candc'l  of  lijf  pi  suule  dide  teiide  : 
To  li3te  pat  hdin,"  n'smin  dide  saye. 
"  Miche  of  my  candd  in  waaste  y  spende, 
372     Manyo  wickiil  wiiidis  hnf>  wast  id  if  away  ; 


[Paste  137] 
My  canille  of  life 
I  let  win.ls  of 
wicki'diiesa  waste: 
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I  can  scarcely 
hold  its  end. 


376 


Vimefie  y  liolde  my  candelis  eende, 

It  is  past  euensoiige  of  my  day ; 

To  reepe  myn  heruest,  whidir  mai  y  -^inde  1 


1  lived  in  the 
Devil's  service, 
with  late  suppers 
and  late  rising. 

Now  the  wise 
reprove  me,  and 


formfer  friends 
hate  me. 


■|[  "V\TiaTine  joujie  was  maistir,  y  Avas  page, 
"We  lyueden  myclie  in  fe  feendis  seruice, 
Vi'ip  rcre  soupi?/-is  and  wickid  outrage, 

380     Ligge  longe  in  bed,  loojje  to  arise. 

Now  haue  y  nou3t  but  wisscliis  to  wage, 

And  nn'che  repreef  amonge  Jje  wijse  ; 

}5ei  jjrtt  loueden  me  in  30u])e,  hatiden  me  in  age, 

384:     And  vnkindeli  me  diden  dispice. 


I  wnnder  why  the 
world  was  made. 


I  have  no  rest, 
[Page  138.] 


anil  see  nothing 
hut  battle  and 
dread. 


The  world  has 
forsaken  me ; 

my  slas  accuse 
me 


fiends  threaten 
me; 

Death  shakes  his 
spear  at  me. 


I  am  like  a  stag 
at  bay. 


388 


392 


M  Ow  haue  y  greet  meruaile 

J3e  world  to  man  whi  it  was  Avroujte  ; 

Fele  temptaciouns  now  me  assaile, 

I  liaue  no  reste  for  chaunge  of  foujte. 

"WHia/me  y  schulde  reste  y  haue  greet  menieile ; 

In  bed  to  sleepe  wha??ne  y  am  broujte, 

I  so  but  drede  and  greet  bataile 

Al  ma??nys  lijfe,  and  it  be  soujte. 


J.  hus  Jie  fals  world  hajj  forsaken  me  ; 

For  waste  of  hise  goodis  he  accusi])  me  ; 

)3e  synnes  fat  y  loued,  now  haten  me, 
396     To  Conscience  fei  adwiten  me  ; 

Feendis  Jjreten  faste  to  take  me, 

iVnd  steren  helle  houndis  to  bite  me  ; 

DeeJ)  seif,  my  breed  he  liaji  baken  me  ; 
400     Now  schakej)  he  his  spere  to  smite  me. 

J^us  y  am  huntid  as  an  herte  to  a-bay, 
I  not  whidir  y  may  me  tui'ne, 
]\I}'ne  enemyes  my^tili  me  assay, 
404     I  waxe  feble  and  ^mourne  ; 
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To  flee  to  god  is  my  heste  way, 
)jere  schal  y  in  no  poynt  spurne  ; 
Lord  !  now  socour  me  pat  bcste  may, 
408     In  fin  herte  blood,  fat  holi  bourne." 

Quod  30u]5e  to  age,  "  y  fee  forsake, 
)?i  frendis  deien,  f i  strengfe  doof  faile, 
j)i  si3te  and  heeryng  bigynnef  to  slake, 
j)ee  needif  lielfe  and  good  cowzsaile ; 
God-is  seruauwtis  in  areest  liaf  pee  take 
Til  deef  on  fee  haue  doon  bataile  ; 
j)i  reckenyng  bi  tyme  bisili  f  ou  make, 
Or  f  e  deuel  bringe  f  e  countirtaile." 


412 


416 


I  will  flee  to  Goil. 


Lord,  help  me! 


[Pase  139] 
Youth  taunts  Age 
wilh  his  failing 
strength  . 


and  Death's  ail- 
vance  on  hini. 
He  must  make  up 
his  accounts 
quickly. 


420 


424 


J^ou3  deef  be  eende  of  worldlis  woo, 
Jjanne  deef  is  euere  mannys  freende  ; 
thouj  soulis  in  helle  be  poniscbid  soo, 
Deef  comef  not  Ipere  to  make  noon  eende ; 
Deef  makif  soulis  to  lieue«  to  goo, 
But  in  to  lieue»  deef  may  not  weude, 
For  deef  is  flemyd  heuene  froo, 
Deef  is  sugett  to  god  to  bende. 


To  some  Death 
here  is  a  frienJ, 


but  not  to  any  in 
hell. 


It  sends  some  to 
heaven,  and  there 
troubles  them  not. 


Si  Ow  y  am  sixti  3ecrc  and  ten, 
3onge  folke  Y  fynde  my  foo, 
A\niere  euere  f  ei  pleie,  leepe,  or  rcHne, 

428     pel  f  inken  in  lier  wcie  Y  goo  ; 

And  wluunie  y  mote  ^viiJi  oldc  men, 
I  pleyne  '  f  is  worlil  is  cliaungid  soo  ; ' 
JSToon  of  er  bote  is  but  seelde  when 

432     Ech  man  tellif  of  ir  his  woo." 

I^uud  3ouf c  to  age,  "  y  fee  a-pcclo 
And  fat  bifore  oure  god  y-wis  ; 
I  lento  fee  strengfe,  bewto,  &  hecle, — 
430     joesc  pcrcellis  be?«  of  h(nic»  l)lis, — 


At  seventy  years 
old,  the  man  feels 
in  the  way  of 
yuu)ig  folk ; 


[Page  140.] 
his  only  comfort 
is  in  complaints, 
and  telling  other 
old  men  his 
tioubles. 


Youth  accuses 
liim  of 


wastinsf  his 
Dtrengtli 
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in  folly, 


liis  sight  in  vain- 
glory, his  moutU 
in  oaths  and 
gluttony. 


his  hands  in 
robbery, 


liis  Jjeauty  in 
lechery. 


[Page  HI.] 
The  old  mail  con- 
fesses his  short- 
comings. 


regrets  his  loss 


of  youth  and 
power, 


and  complains 
how  youth,  with 
all  its  glory,  has 
stolen  from  him, 
and  age,  with  all 
its  defects,  has 
Btolen  upon  him. 


At  eiijhti/  years 
old 


Corage,  li3tuesse,  freendis,  &  weele  ; 
Alle  Jjese  Jjoit  hast  wastide  amys 
From  wijsdoni  in-to  folies  feele  : 
440     God  wole  liaue  rekenyng  of  al  J)is. 

J?ine  lieerynge  and  ))in  {36  si^te 

Jpat  Jjou  liast  Avastide  in  veynglory  ; 

j)i  nioujje  to  AVTonge  a3en  ri3tej 
444     In  faLs  oojjis  and  foule  gloteny  ; 

)5in  hondis  to  robbe  and  to  fi3te  ; 

pi  strengjje  Jjou  wastidist  in  tjTauntry; 

pi  feet  in  derknesse  oute  of  li3te, 
448     pi  be^iie  jjou  wastidist  in  lecchery." 

y,uod  man,  "y  was  goue)*ned  Eitwenetwo  Jjeuis, 

J5ei  stale  on  me :  Y  Avas  stalwor|)e  &  white  ; 

"\Vha»nc  my  leepis  were?i  bron3t  to  preuis, 
452     I  wondre  on  mj'  silf  Y  Avas  so  li3te. 

^ougjje  staale  fiom  me  ;  Ipat  soore  me  greuis ; 

Age  Steele]?  on  me  bo])e  day  and  ny3te  ; 

]\Ii  3oug]?e,  my  A^ertu,  al  fro»i  me  meuis  ; 
45 G     XoAv  AA'oiidi'e  y  on  my  silf  Avhere  is  my  my3te. 

%  ^o^^gfc  staale  {rom  me,  Y  avc/s  stalAvorfe  &  li3te ; 
And  age  steelejj  on  me  Filjjis  to  Aveelde ; 
3oug]je  steelijj  fro??«  me,  Y  3eede  np  ri3tc  ; 
4G0     Age  Steele])  on  me,  Y  boAve  and  3eelde ; 

3oug]?e  ha})  stolen  from  me  My  leepis  li3te  ; 
Age  steelif  on  me,  Y  A\^exe  on-mylde ; 
3ong})e  Steele])  my  corage  To  pleie  &  fi3te, 
404     Age  is  so  on  me  stoole;*  pat  y  mote  to  god  me 
jilde. 

Jf  Oav  y  am  euene  of  3eeris  fore  scoure, 
So  manye  wyntir  Y  am  oolde  ; 
Jjere  y  Avas  Avonte  To  leepe  bifore, 
468     Fer  aboute  now  My  wei  y  hoolde  : 
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j\[y  backe  bowi]),  inyii  i^eii  ben  soore, 
JMyii  lioote  blood  is  kclid  cookie  : 
Alas  !  Conscience  !  to  litil  y  toke  fi  loore, 
472     j)e  talis  jjat  jjou  liast  ofte  nie  toolde." 


[Page  142.] 
his  back  is  bent, 
his  hot  blood 
cold. 

Ah,  Conscience ! 
I  did  not  listen 
to  you. 


a 


l.uod  Conscie??ce,  "  where liaddistbou  bat  spcclie?  c''>'»«c!en^ 

'  J         i  i  wonders  at  the 

})i  lijte  leepis  foonde  to  preue  ;  man's  repentance, 

)?e  put  of  J)e  stoon  Jjou  maist  not  reche, 
47G     To  litil  my3te  is  in  Jji  sleue. 

In  jowgpe  "\vha?me  y  dide  fee  teclie, 

Foule  jjou  me  Jjanne  dedist  repreue ; 

I  fanke  god  of  pi  good  leeche."  bm  thanks  God 

480     "3he,  Conscience,  now  to  Jji  wordis  y  leeue." 


JN  Ow  foiire  score  ^eeris  is  past, 
Mi  lijf  is  but  traueil  &  woo, 
Fer  in  to  rereage  y  am  cast, 

484     Into  ten  3eer  and  moo. 

My  lymes  foulden  fat  were/i  fast, 
"Wijj  stafFe  in  lionde  now  y  goo ; 
My  redy  speclie  may  not  last, 

488     So  my  teef  ben  fallen  me  fro. 


At  ninety  years 
old  man's  life  is 
but  woe, 


ho  walks  with  a 
staff, 


his  teeth  fall  out. 


492 


49G 


J  ul  of  fleissclie  Y  was  to  fele, 
Now  may  I  iieiper  stonde  ne  goon  ; 
It  lia])  now  lefte  me  eue/y  dele. 
Me  is  lefte  But  skyn  &  boon. 
Now  y  am  vndre  Fortunes  whele, 
My  frendis  forsaken  me  Eue/'ychoon, 
And  alle  Jje  sy?2nes  Y  loued  so  weel, 
Now  wotc  y  weel  jjci  been  my  foon." 


[Page  143.] 
his  flesh  is  gone. 


lie  is  but  skin  and 
bone. 


forsaken  by  his 
friends, 

and  his  sins  his 
foes. 


Ictuod  coni'so  of  kindc,  "  Wlu^t  liolpib,  y  wcnde,  course  o/ yaivre 

naks  the  good  of 
Jji  Wissclling  Ami  fin  liailde-y-wist  ?  his  vain  reurets. 

What  maist  frni  On  pu  w(n'dis  spende, 
500     It  is  ful  febil  In  fi  list. 
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All  men  expect 
hi3  death,  and 
none  will  regret 
him ;  he  cumbers 
all. 


These  mortal 
sins  must  quit  the 
aged : 


Pride, 


Lechery, 

[Page  144.] 

Gluttony. 


Two  think  him 
no  good. 
Envy  and 
Wrath. 


Two  claim  him, 
Sloth  and 
Covetousness. 


Overhope,  or  vain 
Confidence  that 
they  will  ever  do 
well,  is  the  cause 
of  men's  waste 
and  sin. 
Then  comes 
Sickness. 


Then  Wanhope  or 
Despair, 


504 


508 


51G 


520 


524 


528 


'No^v  alle  me?^  waite?«  aftir  ])in  eende ; 

)3ou3  foil  deye,  pow  schalt  not  Le  myste  ; 
poll  conibrest  bofe  foo  &  frende, 

\)i  mylle  ha]j  groii«de  pi  laste  griste." 


J^re  deedli  sy/nics  maden  her  moone, 
"  "We  forsaken  man  in  age." 
Q?/,od  Pride,  "  y  am  from  him  goon, 
For  Pride  in  age  Doi])  disperage." 
Q?<od  leccherie,  "  lie  lone]?  to  lie  a-loonc  ; 
JJ0U3  he  wolde  do,  him  wantij?  corage." 
Q?<od  Glotenie,  "he  is  but  felle  &  boone, 
512     He  loucj)  more  mesure  pan  outrage." 


Quod  Envie,  "  age  hath  no  my3te 
Ne  richesse,  lenger  me  to  fynde." 
Q^<od  wrapjje,  "  age  may  not  fijte 
J30U3  he  be  angri,  bi  course  of  kynde." 
Q?/od  Sloupe,  "  age  my  chaumbre  hap  di3te, 
And  callep  me  ease  in  his  mynde." 
Qwod  Coueitise,  "  age  hap  me  hi.te  ; 
Suget  to  me  he  doop  him  binde." 


I  knowe,"  q?<od  oue;-hope,  "  fleissch  is  freelo, 
Of  oolde  and  3onge,  of  ma»,  of  childe  ; 
In  ouerhope  pei  wasten  her  weele, 
And  in  diiie/'se  werkis  ful  wylde  ; 
j)ei  ouerhope  eu^^re  to  lyue  in  heele. 
Prom  age  &  sijknesse  pei  wenep  he?/i  schildc, 
}5a/me  comep  sijknesse,  &  pri??tip  his  seele." 
Q«od  wanhope  "  pan  y  make  hi?n  mylde  ; 


[Page  14.'5.] 
and  bids  them 
hoard. 


Overhope  still 
lures  them  on ; 


I  bidde  \\vm  horde,  and  richesse  sane, 
For  wanhope  after  mischife  doip  waite, 
"Wha^ne  sijknesse  comep  men  to  craue," 
532     Quod  ouerhope,  "  pan  y  flatir,  &sun;tyme  flaite, 
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'pon  sclialt  Ijaie,  and  pi  silf  it  liaue.'  " 
"  31ie,"  sei])  wanhopc,  "  kepe  it  straite, 
Of  good  hope  no  cou«cell  ]jou  crauo 
53G     Til  dec])  jjee  caste  vfith  a  trippc  of  dissaite." 


Quod  waiihope,  "  a  gospel  y  radde  : 

To  telle  it  fee  y  wole  bigynne, 
*  If  a  man  in  sy?me  be  sadde 

Ech  day  newe,  and  Uejj  Jjcr-inne, 
Of  such  a  m.an  god  is  moore  gladde 
J3an  of  a  childe  fat  neuere  dide  synne." 
Q?iod  Conscience,  "  he  wolde  make  fe  madde 
To  repente  pee  not,  ne  neue?'e  blynne." 


540 


54i 


548 


552 


556 


5G0 


Quod  Conscience  to  wanhope,  "  I--\\^'S 

j5ou  best,  y  hate  fe  pei-iore ; 
I  knowe  fe  gospel,  it  seijj  Jiis, 

'  If  a  man  haue  sy«ned  longe  bifore, 
And  axe  mercy  And  a-mende  his  mys, 

Eepente,  and  wiLne  to  sywne  no  more, 
Of  fat  man  god  gladder  is 

J?an  of  a  child  sy?dees  y-bore.'  " 

Quod  Avanhope,  "  a  gospel  y  radde  ; 

What  it  menef  y  can  expownde, 
Ech  man  schal  haue  peine  or  meede, 
In  foujte  or  dede  as  he  is  founde  ; 
He  haf  not  3it  repentid  his  dede. 
He  si3kef  for  sy/nies  ben  not  vnbou?2de  ; 
J30U3  mercy  come,  he  schal  not  spede, 
For  in  daunge/'  of  wauhope  he  is  boundo." 


a 


^uod  Conscience,  "  fou  dotid  hoore  ! 
God-is  mercy  poii  woldist  distroie  ; 
\)ovi  wenest  fi  Avickidnesse  were  moore 
5Gt         fan  god-is  goodncssc  &  his  niercio. 


Despair  mocks 
them, 


and  tell9  them  Uie 
Gospel;  if  they 

will  plunge  daily 
into  sin,  Uod  will 
be  more  pleased 
than  if  they  never 
sinned. 


reproves  Despair, 


and  repeats  the 
true  Gospel,  that 
of  a  repentant 


sinner  God  is 
gladder  than  of 
[Page  14(i.] 
one  who  never 
sinned. 


Despair  urges 
the  Gospel  tli.it 
men  suH'er  as  they 


are  found,  and  as 
the  old  man  has 
notyetrepentedjho 


cannot  get  mercy. 


Conscience  says, 
'  Doted  whore. 


God's  mercy 
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is  enough  for  a 
tliousand 
worlds  if  they 
ask  it.' 


The  Old  Man 
calls  on  the 
Virtues  to 
befriend 

liini  in  his  need. 


[Page  147.] 

Reeklessness 
offers  instead,  the 
crew  of  Sins  that 
he  loved. 


At  a  hundred 
years  old  man 
carries  his  bier 
on  his  back,  all 
Ills  friends  wish 
him  dead. 


He  may  stretch 
out  his  neck  for 
Death's  sword ; 


he  is  full  of  sin; 

he  must  go  to 
wreck 

unless  God  have 
mercy. 


The  World  re- 
proves him, 

Ovcrhope  and 
JVspair  tempt 
him. 


568 


572 


580 


584 


588 


592 


For  if  a  man  be  woundid  soore, 
And  axe  no  medicine,  him  liste  te  deie  ; 

God  hajj  mercies  y-now  in  stoore 

For  a  J)ou.sand  worldis  jpat  mc/x-ie  wole  crie." 


JjlEkenes,  Pacience,  and  Charitee, 
3e  frtt  weren  my  frendis  dere, 
Mesure,  Bisinesse,  and  Chastitee, 

At  J)is  mystire  comej)  me  neere." 
Q«od  Conscience,  "  Jjou  fiemed  us  from  pee ; 
j)ou  woldist  not  oure  loore  leere." 
Quod  richelees,  "  loo,  heere  my  meynee  ! 
576     |5e  sy?^nes  fat  J>ou  louedist  &  seruedist,  lo  hem 
here  ! " 


JHyne  age  is  now  an  hundrid  3ecrc  ; 

Litil  y  drinke,  and  lesse  y  ete, 
On  my  backe  I  bere  my  beere, 

And  alle  my  frendis  me  for3ete, 
Fayn  Jjei  wolde  Jjat  y  deed  were, 
WiJ)  sorewful  wordis  fiei  doon  me  fretee, 
And  seyn,  '  for  y  am  so  longe  heere, 
Wlianne  y  come  hoome  y  schal  be  beete.' 


XfOw  mote  y  leie  for])  my  nceke, 

For  deejj  his  swerd  out  liaj)  lau3te  ; 
But  I  deliuere  weel  Jjis  checke, 

I  leese  my  game  at  ])is  drau^te. 
Ful  of  sy/nie  is  my  secke  ; 
To  Jje  preest  y  wole  schewe  j)at  frau^te, 
]\Ii  schij)  is  chargid,  al  goo]?  to  Avrecke 
But  if  god  of  merci  be  wi]j  me  saujte." 


Xhis  worlde  hap  me  in  awaite. 

And  biddij?  me  q?//te  pat  is  past ; 
My  fleissche  in  ouerhope  wolde  me  faite, 
596         And  i/?to  wa?diope  it  wolde  me  caste. 


THE    MIRROR    OF    THE    PERIODS    OF    MAN  S   LIFE. 


77 


600 


Helle  lioiuulis  hcrken  and  Laite, 

J5e  feenclis  writijj  my  synnes  faste, 

And  deejj  me  waitijj  witJi  a  trippe  of  dissaite ; 

These  sixe  maken  me  soore  agaste." 


[Page  lis.] 
Hell-hounds  bark 
forhim,  the  Fiends 
and  Death  watcb 
for  him. 


Jeanne  coniej)  for]?  good  hope  : 

To  saue  mare  he  wolde  fonde  ; 
")?ou  -vvronge  weue?*e  ouerhope  ! 
GOi         I  make  hi;/i  free,  J)0U  woldist  make  him  bondc  ; 
I  schal  conclude  jjee,  Jiou  wanhope, 

"Wile  good  feij)  wole  with  me  stoonde ; 
Hooli  writte  seip,  '  in  god  y  hoope, 
608         His  nifirci  is  o\ier  ])e  werkis  of  his  honde." 

Quod  good  Mp,  "  for  ]pe  Htil  while 

)?at  now  heere  [jjou]  hast  serued  me, 
I  wole  fee  kepe  fvom  al  peyile, 
612         And  make  pees  bitwene  god  &  fee  ; 
And  ouerhope,  for  al  his  gile. 

From  jjin  herte  y  schal  do  hi?/i  flee  ; 
And  wawhope  also  y  wole  exile,  overhope  and 

616         For  he  is  not  of  oi«-e  frate?-nitee."  ^^"i^'^''"- 


But  Good  Hope 
will  save  lliu  old 


ifCood  Faith  will 
help. 


Good  Faith  will 


make  his  peace 
with  God, 


ami  drive  out 


620 


624 


Quod  fe  worlde,  Y  wole  hise  dettis  quyte. 

And  oute  of  his  daunge?-  me  hy3e  ; 
J?ou3  my  fleissche  berke,  he  schal  not  bitee, 

Yrom  his  lustis  y  wole  him  tye ; 
I  wole  waissche  a-'Wey  fat  feendis  write 

W/'tJi  sorowe  of  herte  and  teer  of  y3e. 
But  with  deef  y  wole  not  dispuite, 

But  make  me  cleene,  and  leerne  to  dcie. 


Man  says  he  will 


give  up  his  fleshly 


[1  Page  149.J 

lusts,  will  sorrow 
and  weep, 

and  learn  to  die. 


Ood  !  sowe  fi  merci  amonge  my  secde, 
Jjanne  schal  it  growe  J)0U3  y  sowe  late, 
And  Repentaunce  my  corne  schal  wcrde, 
628     And  make  gn(jd  pees  fore  was  hate. 


May  God  sow 

His  mercy  in 

him, 

and  Repentance 

will  weed  his 

com. 
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Then  the  works 
of  Mercy  will  let 
him  in  at  heaven' a 
gate. 

Reader,  you  have 
heard  of  Youth 
and  Age,  Virtue 
and  Vice,  Good 
Angel  and  Bad. 


Look  in  this 
Mirror ;  take 
your  choice,  for 

Heaven  or  HeU. 

The  world,  the 
flesh,  and  the 
devil  tempt  us. 


[Page  l.")0.] 
Let  us  pray  to 
God  , 

that  after  death 
we  may  see  His 
fair  face. 


Dear  friends,  who 
read  this,  pray 
for  the  Writer's 
60ul  to  Mary, 
Mother, 


to  pity  it  if 
Christ  will. 
Amen. 


J?e  comaiuidementis  Jjat  god  bede, 
Jjat  is  \)G  locke  of  h.eiie?z  ^ate  ; 
Seiiene  werkis  of  mercy,  and  jje  crede, 
G32         \)ese  keies  schullen  late  me  in  ]?e/'ate." 

M  oAv  haiie  je  herde  of  30u})is  delice  ; 

And  age  in  kynde,  sijke,  &  woo  ; 
Knowing  of  uertii  &  of  idee  ; 
G36         Good  aungil,  &  wickid  freende,  &  foo  ; 
And  \Tidirstondi/^ge  to  be  Avijs. 

Now  in  Jjis  mirro?/r  loke  30U  soo  ; 
In  30urc  free  wille  pe  choice  lijs, 
G  iO         To  heucH  or  belle  wbij^ir  3e  wille  goo. 

Xbe  worlde,  fe  fleisscbe,  &  fie  feende, 

In  temptaciou?i  doij?  us  chase  ; 
r>id  repentauwcc  to  merci  beende, 
G4:4         And  waisscbe  lis  at  J)e  welle  of  grace. 
Praie  we  to  god  grannte  us  good  eende, 

And  in  heue?^  to  baue  a  place, 
J)at  after  oure  dee])  we  mowen  Jjidir  Avende, 
648         And  in  pe^iijt  loue  se  bis  fair  face. 

If  ow,  leeue  freendis,  greete  and  siuale, 

Jjat  baue  herde  fis  trete, 
Praie  for  fe  soule  ]3at  Avroot  pis  tale 
G52         A  Pater  noder,  &  an  aue 
To  marie  modir,  maiden  free, 

As  sche  bare  a  childe  Coujufortc  to  us, 
On  ])at  soule  baue  pitee 
656         If  fe  wille  be  of  crist  Hiesm.     amen. 


[Stans  Fucr,  printed  in  Bahecs  Soke,  iS;c.,  p.  27,  follows  here.] 
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@ob  scnb  us  ^itciciis  in  mu  Oolbe 

\_Pa[/es  113 — 17,  written  re Ithout  hreakn.'] 


Jj  Rom  Jje  tynie  fat  ^xe.  were  born 

cure  3ouJ3e  passijj  fro?M  day  to  day, 
And  age  encreesi])  moore  &  moore, 
4         &  so  doij)  it  now,  \iq  sotlie  to  say  : 
At  eu«/y  hour  a  poynt  is  y-loore, 
So  fast  goojj  o«?'e  ^oujje  aAvay, 
And  3on])e  wole  come  a3en  no  moore, 
8         But  age  wole  make  us  ho]3e  blak  &  gray. 
Jjerfore  take  hede  bojje  ny3t  &  day 

How  fast  30ure  30u])e  doof  asswage  ; 
And  bojje  3onge  &  oolde,  lete  us  praie 
1 2         J5«t  god  send  us  paciens  in  o?.(re  oolde  age. 

^  Age  wole  take  from  us  ouro.  my3t 
J?«t  in  ouTQ  30uJ(e  to  us  was  lent ; 
And  also  fe  clcernesse  of  oure  syght 
16         And  om-e  lieerynge  sclial  be  faynt. 

J?a?me  scliule?t  Ave  be  lieuy  J)«t  ccr  Avcre  li3t, 

Bicause  fiat  3ouf  e  is  fn)m  us  went, 
And  fa^ne  wole  men  do  us  no  ri3t, 
20         But  al  co»traric  to  ourG.  entent, 

And  sikcnes  wole  do  us  greet  tui-meiit 

Whom  deef  wole  sonde  on  liis  message ; 
Forsofe  f e  best  ameendement 
24         is  J)a?aic  pacience  in  ourc  oldc  age. 


Our  youth  passes 
away  from  day 
today. 


andSvill  come  back 
no  more. 


Take  heed,  then, 


and  pray  Gnd  for 
patience  in  old 
age. 


Ape  will  take  from 


our  clear  sight, 
hearing, 

and  lightness. 


Sickness  will 
torment  us. 


[PaKC  lU.] 
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GOD    SEND    US    PACIENS    IN    OURE    OOLDE    AGE  ! 


Our  bones  will 
ache, 


our  head  shake, 


our  nose  turn 
black, 


our  tongue  lose 
its  fair  speech. 


Qure  body  wole  icche,  oure  bonis  wole  ake, 

02/ re  o^viie  fleiscli  Avole  ben  oitre  foo  ; 
Oure  heed,  oure  liondis,  Jjo  wolen  scliake, 
28         And  om^e  leggis  wole  tremble  Avhere  we  go ; 
Cure  bonis  wole  drie  as  doojj  a  stake, 

And  in  oure  bodi  we  schiileii  be  avoo, 
Oure  nose,  oure  chekis,  wolen  wexe  al  blake, 
32         &  oure  glad  chere  Avole  fade  us  fro  ; 
And  wha?ine  oure  tee)>  ben  goon  also, 

Oure  tu??ge  sclial  lese  his  fair  langage  : 
Praie  we  for  us  silf  &  oj5er  moo 
3G         pat  god  sende  us  paciens  in  oure  olde  ago  ! 


Our  friends  will 
bale  us ; 


we  shall  say,  '  Oh, 
if  1  had  but 
known ; ' 
no  kiss  will 
greet  us 


and  no  joy 
gladden  us. 

[1  Page  Uf).] 
God  send  us 
patience  in  our 
old  age ! 
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Qure  frecndis  Ipat  schidden  lone  us  best, 

panne  wole  Jiei  haue  us  hut  in  hate, 
In  freendschip  is  per  noon  opier  trust, 

&  jjerof  be  we  waare  to  late. 
j?an  may  we  synge  of  had  y  wist, 

Oure  feynt  freendis  han  us  forsake, 
And  also  we  schulen  go  vnkist 

bojje  at  Ipe  dore  &  at  pe  gate ; 
And  for  al  J>e  cheer  fat  we  can  make, 

)3an  is  '  no  ioie  of  oure  visage  : 
"Whanne  oure  bewte  schal  aslake, 

god  send  us  paciens  in  oure  olde  age  ! 


Some  will  scorn 
us,  others  thiuk 
we  live  too  long ; 

our  stomachs  will 
take  no  food ; 


we  shall  sing  of 
sorrow  and  care. 


52 
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^  we  schulen  be  so  angri  exiennore, 

we  wolden  ben  aAvreke  of  enety  wrong, 
piinne  swnme  wolen  scorne  us  ferfore, 

&  swnme  wole  seie  Ave  lyue  to  long ; 
Oure  soroAA^e  Avole  pan  sitte  us  so  soore 

Oure  stomak  aa'oIc  no  mete  fonge  ; 
&  eneri  day  more  &  more 

Of  sorcAve  &  care  schal  be  oure  song. 
Avlia?aie  Ave  Avere  bo]?e  hool  &  strong 

AA^e  AA-ere  to  Avie[l]de,  &  Avold  out  rage. 
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And  J)6rfore  lete  us  praie  among 
GO         )5at  god  send  us  paciens  in  own  olde  age. 

^  For  fan  wole  no  fing  us  avails 
but  07t.re  bedis  and  oure  crucche, 
for  wordli  weljje  wole  fade  &  faile, 
6i         And  poioi'Q  truste  we  it  not  to  nij-clie ; 
&  Jjan  wole  sijknes  us  assaile 

Til  it  ha]3  made  us  lijk  a  WTecclie, 
&  pan  may  we  do  no  greet  traueile 
68         But  'su?;imtyme  grone,  &  sumtyme  grucclie, 
And  su??itynie  clawe  for  scabbe  &  icclie 
Wha«ne  age  Imp  us  at  bis  auauwtage  : 
\Vlao-so  lyuej)  long  schal  be  such  ; 
72         God  sende  us  pacie/?s  in  oure  olde  age  ! 

^  Al  pat  we  liaue  lyued  heere, 
It  is  but  as  a  dreem  y-met, 
For  noAV  it  is  as  it  neuere  were, 
76         And  so  is  it  Jjat  is  to  comyng  jit. 
Fal  fast  we  draweji  to  oure  beere, 

In  sorewe  &  drede  we  scliule/i  be  sett. 
Of  oolde  men  pe  jonge  may  lere, 
80         And  fewe  jjer  ben  fat  doon  pe  bett ; 
For  pe  feend  haf  caujt  hem  in  his  nett, 

And  holdij)  hem  fast  in  bondage 
For  fei  schidde?z  not  dispose  her  witt 
8-4         To  haue  pacie?2ce  in  her  oolde  age. 


Let  118  pray 
God  to  send  us 
Patience  in  our 
old  age. 

Nought  but 
prayers  and  a 
crutch  will  tlieu 
avail  us, 


for  sickness  will 
assault  us. 


[I  Page  116.] 
and  we  shall 
groan  and  get  the 
itch. 


May  God  send  us 
Patience  then ! 


Our  time  on  earth 
is  but  as  a  dream  ; 


vre  draw  towards 
our  death. 


Let  the  young 
learn  from  the 
old,  for  the  devil 
keeps  them 


fnan  having 
Patience  in  their 
old  age. 


^  ]3a«ne  scluilcn  we  se  jj^/t  worldli  blis 
Is  but  a  pii/g  of  vanite, 
And  it  makij)  men  to  do  amys 
88         j)at  ben  in  weelfe  &  greet  bewte  ; 
And  j3e?-for,  lord,  good  rijt  it  is 

With  on  re  owne  staf  chastisid  to  1)( 
Lord  !  jeue  us  grace  to  finke  on  p'lf^, 
1»2         As  pan  boujt  us  alle  upon  a  tree, 
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Then  worldly 
bliss  will  fceem 
vain. 


It  is  right  that  wo 
be  oliastiscil  with 
our  own  stall'. 
Clirist,  let  us  think 
(in  this, 

Ll'ufe'C  117.] 


82  GOD    SEXD    US    PACIENS    IN    OURE    OOLDE    AGE  ! 

And  fat  Ave  may  in  charite 
"Weel  passe  oue;-  fis  passage 
and  pass  over  I«-to  J)e  blis  f)at  eucre  schal  be, 

death  to  ever-  f^  r,  ^,7^  t  ■  t  it 

lasting  bliss.  ^^  vV  naiine  we  be/i  passicl  o«re  ookle  age. 


["  Botbe  3onge  &  oldc,"  or  "  Se  wliat  ourc  lord  siiffride  for 
oure  sake,"  printed  above,  pp.  32-4,  follows  here.] 
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®l)is  Siorlb  is  tilt  II  ITaniite. 


AN    OLD    MAN  S    LAMENT. 


12 


16 


[Lambeth  MS.  853,  ah.  U30,  a.d.,  jxK/e  58  ; 
iontten  without  hvealcs.'] 

As  Y  Gaii  wandre  in  my  walki??ge 

Bisidis  an  holt  vndir  an  hille, 
Y  say  an  oolde  man  sitte  wepinge  : 
t         Wrt/i  si3ynge  sore  he  seide  me  tille, 
"|[  "  Su?7itime  y  hadde  fe  world  at  wille, 
"VVit/i  ricchesse  &  wj't/i  rialte, 
And  now  it  is  turned  al  to  ille  ; 
5  J)e  worlde  is  but  a  vanyte. 

July  silf  I  likne  vnto  fe  morewe  : 

"WTia?ine  y  was  child,  &  bor[e]n  bare, 
Mi  niodir  for  me  suffride  sorewe 

AV/t/i  gruntyngis  gril  &  si^i/^ge  sare; 
•|[  On  me  was  neijje;*  wem  ne  hore ; 
But  sijjen  iu  synne  y  haue  be  ; 
I^ow  y  am  oolde  y  wepe  ferfore  ; 
)5is  world  is  but  a  vanyte. 


20 


24 


/It  mydmore  y  lerned  to  go, 

And  plaied  as  childre?i  doon  in  'strete  ; 
)5c  kuide  of  childhodc  y  dide  also, 

Wi])  uiy  felawis  to  fijte  and  Jircte. 

^  Al  pat  y  didc,  it  jjoujte  me  swcte, 

For  al  J)is  childhode  tau^tc  mo  ; 

Kow  y  am  oolde,  fcrfore  y  wepe  ; 

Jjis  woildo  is  b?/t  a  vanite. 
6* 


In  my  walk 


1  saw  an  old  man 
sigliing,  and  lie 
said,  "  Once  I 
had  all  the  world 
at  my  will,  but 
now  it's  all 
turned  to  ill. 


I  am  like  the 
Morning.    At  my 
birth  my  Mother 
groaned  with 
pain. 


I  was  spotless, 


but  now  am 
sinful. 


At  Mid-morn  I 
played, 

[I  rage  .W.] 

and  like  a  boy 
fought. 


All  I  did,  seemed 
sweet :  but  now  I 
weep  for  it. 
This  world  is  but 
vanity. 
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THIS    WORLD    IS    BUT    A    VAXYTE. 


At  Undern 

9  A.M.)  I  was  put 

to  school. 


and  cursed  my 
master  when  he 
heat  me. 

I  cared  only  for 
joy  and  jollity, 


28 


32 


At  vndre?i  to  scole  y  was  sett 
To  lerne  lore,  as  ojjir  doof  ; 
Whawne  my  maistir  wolde  me  bet, 

I  wolde  him  curse,  y  was  ful  wroojj. 
%  To  lerne  good  y  was  ful  looj), 
I  Jjou^te  on  ioie  &  ioilitc  ; 
Now  certis,  for  to  seie  Jje  sooj), 
j)[s  world  is  hut  a  vanyte. 


At  Mid-day  I  was 
knighted, 

and  none  durst 
stand  my  charge. 

Wliere  is  now  my 
bravery  ?     Not  to 
he  hidden  from 
death. 


36 
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At  mydday  y  was  duLbid  kny3t, 
'    In  route  y  lerned  for  to  ryde ; 
"Was  jjer  noon  so  liardi  a  wi3t 

)5at  in  batailc  durste  me  abide. 
^  Where  is  bicome  now  al  my  pride, 
Mi  booldncs,  &  my  fair  be-\vte  1 
Xow  from  deej)  may  y  me  not  hide  ; 
j)[s  world  is  hut  a  vanyte. 


At  High  Noon  I 
was  crowned 
King,  and  fulfil- 
led all  my  lusts. 
[1  Page  60.] 


Now  age  has 
crept  on  me. 


This  world  is  but 
vanity. 
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At  liij  noo«  y  was  crowned  king, 

j)is  world  was  oonli  at  my  A^^lle  ; 
Eue/'e  to  ^  lyue  was  my  liking. 

And  alle  my  lustis  to  fulfille. 
^  Now  age  is  cropen  on  me  ful  stille. 
And  makijj  me  oold  &  blac  of  ble. 
And  y  go  do'waieward  wi]j  pe  hille  ; 
Jjis  World  is  but  a  vanite. 


At  Mid-afternoon 
my  pleasures 
passed  away. 


Man's  life  here  is 
but  a  day  com- 
pared to  everlast- 
ing life. 
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At  mydouc;'noo?i  y  droupid  faste. 

Mi  lust  &  liking  wewte  away  ; 
From  ioHte  myn  hert  is  paste. 

From  rialte  &  riche  aray. 
%  jMa?niis  lijf  here  is  but  a  day 

A^ens  ]?e  lijf  Jsat  euere  schal  be ; 
And  00  fing  y  dare  weel  say, 
Jjat  Jjis  world  is  but  a  vanyte. 


THIS    WORLD    IS    BUT    VANYTK 
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GO 


64 


At  eueiisong  tyme  y  wax  ful  could, 

And  bigaw  to  go  bi  staiie  ; 
"Now  is  dee]?  on  me  ful  boold, 

And  for  his  rent  he  wole  me  craue. 
^  Whanne  y  am  deed  &  leid  in  graue, 
jper  is  no  fing  panne  Jjat  sauej)  me 
Jjut  good  or  ynel  fat  y  do  haue  ; 
]?is  world  is  but  a  vanite. 


At  Even  Song  I 
walked  with  a 
Btaflf.  Death  seeks 
me. 


In  the  grave 
nouslit  saves  l)ut 
good  done. 
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JLhus  is  f)e  day  come  to  ny3t, 

})at  me  lojjith  of  my  lyuynge, 
And  doolful  deep  to  me  is  di3t, 

And  m  coold  'clay  now  schal  y  cliuge." 
^  )pus  an  oold  man  y  herde  niornynge 
Biside  an  holte  vndir  a  tree. 
God  grauwte  us  his  blis  euerlastinge  ! 
J3is  world  is  hut  a  vanite. 


At  Night  I  loatlie 
my  life.    Deatli 
and  the  Grave 
possess  me. 

LI  Page  CI.] 


God  grant  us  His 
bliss !  for  this 
world  is  but 
vanity. 


[  "  In  a  noon  tijd,"   or  "  Meuerterc,"  pp.  91-4  of  this  volume, 
follows  here  in  the  MS.] 
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%\)h  Moiib  is  Jfalsc  anb  ihhi 


[Lambeth  MS.  853,  page  32,  written  without  IreaJis.] 


Why  is  t'lis  world 
belored  ? 


Its  power  prjses 
away  like  a 
brittle  jiot. 


It  is  false  in  aH, 
and  so  unstiible, 


[1  P;ige  S3.] 


false  in  its 
business  and  its 
pleasures  too. 


Where  is  Solo- 
mon, 


Absalom  or 

Jonathan, 

Ctesar 

or  Div63, 

TuUy 

or  Aristotle, 


li  is  fis  world  biloued  pat  fals  is  &  veyn, 
Sifen  pat  liise  welfis  ben  so  unserteyn  1 

^  Al  so  soone  hee  passij)  his  power  away 
4     As  doojj  a  brokil  poot  pat  freisch  is  and  gay, 

^  Truste  30  rajjer  to  lettris  writte?^  w^'t/mine  J)is 
J?an  to  ])is  wrecchid  world  pat  ful  of  sy/aie  is. 

%  It  is  fals  in  liis  biheestc,  &  ri3t  disce}'T.iable ; 
8     It  lia])  bigilid  many  a  man,  it  is  so  vnstable. 

%  It  is  rafir  '  to  bileeue  jje  wageringe  wijnde 
jjan  pe  chaungeable  world  pat  inaki])   men  so 
blinde. 

%  For  wheper  jjoii  slepc  or  wake,  J)ou  sclialt  fynde 
it  fals 
1 2     Bothe  in  liise  bisinessis  &  in  hise  lustis  als. 

^  Telle  me  where  is  Salamon,  su?/it}Tue  a  king 
ricliee. 
Or  Sampson  pe  stro??ge  to  whom  was  no  man 
liche  ? 

^  Or  pe  fair  man  absolon,  merueilose  in  cheere, 
16     Or  pe  duke  ionatas,  a  weel  biloued  fere? 

^  Where  is  bicome  cesar,  fat  lorde  was  of  al. 
Or  pe  riclie  man  clo))id  in  purpur  &  in  pal  ? 

^  Telle  me  where  ys  tullius,  in  eloquence  so  sweete, 
20     Or  arlstotil  pe  Filosofre  with  his  witt  so  greete  1 
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^  Whe^'e  ben  Jjese  worjji  fiat  were  heere-to-forn  ?      m-  aii  former 

_,  ,..„,.,         .,  -11  kin^s  f    AH  tlieir 

Bojje  kingis  &  biscnopis,  her  poAver  is  al  lorn.       p^wer  is  i,wt. 
^  Alle  Jjese  greete  princis  with  her  power  so  hi3e     an  vanishci  in 
24:       Ben  vanischid  now  a- way  ia  twynkeling'  of  au  736.  .,n''eye!"  "'°  *' 

[1  Page  S4.] 

%  j)e  ioie  of  ])is  wreccLid  world  is  a  schoorte  feeste,    tius  world's  joy 

,  is  a  passing 

And  it  is  likened  to  a  schadewo  ]jat  may  not  ionge  si,aaow, 
leste, 
^  And  ^it  it  drawi]?  ma?!"  from  hene?«  riche  ])lis,         and  yet  makes 

.  ..,.  „,  man  lose  Iieaven. 

28       Ami  oite  tyme  it  makij)  him  to  ay  tine  &  iw  a-mys. 

%  Calle  no  jjiiig  jjiiie  owne,  perfove,  fat  pan  maist  caii  nothing  here 

,  1  thine  own; 

heere  leese ; 
For  Jiat  pe  world  ha])  lent  pea,  efte  he  wole  it  cese. 

^  Sette  pin  herte  in  heueiie  a-boue,  &  jjeiike  what  set  thy  heai-t  on 

.    .      .  lieaven  above. 

loie  is  Jiere, 
32       And  fus  to  dispise  pe  world  y  rede  fat  J50u  lere. 

^  J5ou  bat  art  but  wormes  meete,  poudre,  &  dust,     Tiioufoodfor 

worms,  exalt  not 

To  enhau«ce  fi  silfe  in  pride  sett  not  fi  lust.        thyself  in  pride; 
^  For  povL  woost  not  to-day  fat  fou  schalt  lyiie  to-  thou  may'st  die 

to-morrow. 

morowe, 
36       jjerfore  do  foueuere  weel,  And  fa/nie  schalt  fou  Tiierefore  do  weii. 
not  sorowe. 

^  It  were  ful  ioieful  &  sweete,  lordschipe  to  haiie,     Lordship  wouui 
If  so  fat  lordschip  mi3te  a  man  fro  ^  deef  saue,     gave  a  m'an,  '^°" 

[2  Page  35.] 

^  But  for  as  myche  as  a  man  schal  deie  at  f  e  laste,  ^^^^  .^  j^  ^^^ 
40       It  is  noo  worscliiii,  but  a   charge,  lordschip  to  i'""""-".  only  a 

^  '  °  '■  burden. 

taaste. 

Omnia  terrena  t!:^':^:£Sr 

Per  vices  sunt  aliena  :  *"'■""■ 

nescio  sunt  cuius  ;  now  mine, 

V     •  i.  -u,,;,,-  now  another's. 

44  mea  nunc,  eras  hums  et  nuius. 

Die,  homo,  quid  spares,  what  do  you  hope 

'  '     ■••  ^  lor,  il  you  cleave 

si  mundo  totus  adheres ;  «■'"'".>■  10  this 

nulla  tecum  feres.  You  .an  t^.ke 

....  ,         ,1  nolhini;  out  of  it 

48  licet  tu  solus  haberes.  but  vourseir. 


Whanne  liif  is  moost  loued,  and  deej?  is  moost  hatid  : 
l^anne  doo))  dee|j  drawe  Ms  draw3t,  and  makij?  mau 
ful  nakid, 

De  terra  plasmasti  me,  &c. 


Man,  made  of 
earth, has  only 

cared  how  he  may 
be  set  liigh  up  on 
earth. 


Jjlijje  out  of  erjje  is  wondirly  ■\vT0u3t, 
Erjje  of  erjje  haj)  gete  a  dignyte  of  nou3t, 
Erfo  upo?i  erfe  haJ?  sett  al  his  J)0U3t, 
4     How  Jjat  erjje  upon  erJje  may  be  lii3  brou3t. 


Man  would  be  a 
king  on  earth ; 
but  when  earth 
[>  Page  36.] 

bids  him  home , 
he  shall  find  it 
hard  to  part. 


^  ErJ)e  upon  erJje  wold  be  a  king  ) 

B?it  how  erjje  schal  to  er})e,  jjenkij?  he  no  '  jjing  ; 
"Whanne  jjat  erjje  biddijj  erf)e  hise  rentis  horn 
bring, 
8     j?an  schal  erjje  out  of  erjje  haue  a  pitcuous  parting. 


Man  wins  on 
earth  castles,  and 
says  '  It  is  ours.' 


But  he  shall 
sutfer  sharply  for 


%  Erjje  vpon  erjje  wywnejj  castels  &  touris, 
Jjan  seijj  erjje  to  erfie  '  now  is  jjis  al  houris  : ' 
Wha?me  erjje    upon    erjje    hajj    biggid   up  hise 
boure[s], 
1 2     jpanne  schal  erjje  upore  erjje  suffir  scharpe  schouris. 


Man  goes  on  earth 

glittering  in  gold, 
and  yet  he  shall 
return  to  earth 
before  he  likea. 


^  Erjje  gooj)  vpon  erjjo  as  niolde  upon  niolde, 
So  goojj  erjje  upon  erj)e  al  gliteringe  in  golde, 
Like  as  erj)e  vnto  erj)e  neuere  go  schidde ; 
1 6     And  3it  schal  er})e  vn-to  erjje  raj)er  jjan  he  wolde. 


Wretched  man, 
M'ho  toileat 


•[  0  J>ou  wrecchid  erfie  jjat  on  erjie  traueilist  ny3t 
and  day 
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To  florische  pe  erjje,  to  peynte  J?e  orjje  with  wan-  to  adom  thcc  with 

flue  ruiineut, 

towne  aray  ; 
3it  sclial  ])ou,  erj)e,  for  al  J)i  erjje,   make  Jjou  it  yet  simit  thou 
neiinre  so  queynte  &  gay, 
20     Out  of  fis  evpe  into  jje  orjjc,   Jje;-e   to  clinge  as  a  return  to  eanu 

clot    of  clay.  likeadod. 

*|[  0  wrecchid  man,  whi  art   hm  proud  '  bat  art   of      [i  Pa^e  S7.i 

Wliy  art  thou 

fe  erjie  makid  ?  proud  wiio  art 

Hide?"  brou^ttist  fou  no  schroud,  But  poore  come  xhoucanfest'to 

,  1         1  •  ]  earlh  naked,  and 

])0U,  and  nakid ; 
WTiawne  pi  soule  is  went  out,  &  pi  bodi  in  erfe  when  thou  art 

■I  •  1  put  in  earlh,  all 

24     )pan  pi  bodi  J)at  was  rank  &  Vndeuout,  Of  alio  ^en  win  hate 
men  is  bihatid. 

^  Out  of  ))is   er]?e   cam  to  ))is  erfe  fis  \\Teccbid  Thy  clothing 

came  from  earth 

garnement ; 
To  hide  fis  erfe,  to  happe  Jiis  erjje,   to   him  was  to  enwrap  thy 

.  earth, 

clo])inge  lente  ; 
Now  goof  erfe  upon  erjje,  ruli,  raggid,  and  rent,  ^hich  under  the 
28     )?e/fore  sclial  erjje  vndir  pe  erfe  liaue  hidiose  tornient? 
turment. 


•IT  "V\nii  bat  erbe  to  myclie   loueb  crbe,  wondir  me  why  earthcman) 

»  rr  J  r       f  ,j,^.j.g  garth  too 

bink,  much,  I  wonder. 

Or  will  fat  erfe  for  superliue  erfe  to  sore  sweete 

wole  or  swynk  ; 

For  wlia?Ane  fat  erfe  upon  erfe  is  brou3t  with-  ^,^^^ilTC 

inno  be  brink,  ^,■^,7"='  '^"'"'  ''f 

'  '  shall  have  a  sad 

32     Jjan  schal  erfe  of  fe  crfe  liaue  a  rewful  SA\ynk.  time  of  it. 

•[[  Lo,  erbo  upon  erbe,  considere  bou  may  ?'""•  t'"'"  '"""^^f 

»  '        r         I  r    '  '  "  into  earth  naked, 

IIow  erfe  couu'f  into  erfe  nakid  al  way, 
%  Whi  schulde  erfc  upon,  erfe  go  noAV  so  stoute  or       [Page  .•«.] 
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EAnTIi. 


and  shall  be  so 
when  tliou  diest. 


3G     "\Ania?7ne  erjje  schal  passe  out  of  ev'pe  in  so  poore 
aray  ? 


Think  on  this,  and 
of  the  judgment 
at  thy  resurrec- 
tion. 


and  then  never 
for  tliis  earth 
Biialt  thou  dis- 
please God. 


^  Wolde  god,  Jj^z-fore,   Jjis  erfie,  "While  Jjat  he  is 

upon  ])is  erj»e,  Ypon  pis  wolde  hertile  jjinke, 

And  how  pe  erjje  out  of  jje  erthe  schal  haue  his 

a3en-risynge, 
And  J)is  erpe  for  pis   erjje    schal   3eelde   streite 
rekenyng  ; 
40     Schulde  neuere  pan  pis  erpe  for  pis  erpe  mysplese 
heuene  kin<?. 


Praj-  tlierefore. 


man,  to  God, 


that  tliou  niay'st 
come  to  bliss. 


^  )?erfore,  pou  erpe,  vpon  erpe  pat  so  wickidli  hast 

MTOUjt, 

"While  pat  pou,  erpe,  art  upon  erpe,  turne  a3en  pi 

pou3t, 
And  praie  to  pat  god  upon  erpe  pat  al  pe  erpe 

hap  wrou3t, 
44:     j)at  pou,  erpe  upon  erpe,  to  blis  may  be  brou3t. 


Lord,  let  not  man 
come  to  grief  for 
this  earth,  but 


[>  Pa^e  SS.] 
liere  ever  work 
thy  will,  that  he 
may  ascend  to 
thy  high  liill. 


%  0  pou  lord  pat  madist  pis    erpe  for  pis  erpe,   & 
sufi'ridist  heere  peynes  ille, 
Lete  neuere  pis  erpe  for  pis  erpe  myscheue  ne 

spille, 
But  pat  pis  erpe  on  pis  'erpe  be  euez-e  worchinge 
pi  wille, 
48     So  pat  pis  erpe  from  pia  erpe  may  stie  up  to  pin 
hi3  hille.         A-M-E-X. 


[See  an  earlier  Poem  on  Earth,  in  alternate  English  and  Latin 

Btanzas,  in  my  edition  of  Early  English  Poems  for  the  Philological 

^oc\tU,\^Q'2,^.  \oQ-2;  a.ni.m  RellquicB  Antiquce,  vol.  ii.  p.   216. 

Memento  homo  quod  cinis  es,  and  the  Creed  (pp.   101-3  of  this 

Text),  follow  here  in  the  MS. 
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licucrttrc  ! 

(in    EXGLISCH    TUXGK,    TURNE   A3EN  !) 

[Lamhetli  MS.  853,  ah.   1430  a.d.,  jiage  Gl,  u-ntten 
tciihuut  hreaJcs.'\ 


In  a  noon  tijd  of  a  somers  day 

)?e  su?me  sclioon  ful  niyrie  fat  tide, 
I  took  niyn  hauk  al  for  to  play, 
4         Mi  spaynel  re?my7?g  bi  my  side. 
^  A  feisaurjt  hen  scone  gan  y  se, 

Myn  hou/id  put  up  ful  fair  to  fli3t, 
I  sente  my  fauku?i,  y  leet  hxm  flee  : 
8         It  was  to  me  a  deinteuose  si3t. 

^  My  faukun  fli3  faste  to  liis  pray, 
I  ran  fo  ^viih  a  ful  glad  cliere, 
I  spurned  ful  soone  on  my  way, 
1-2         Mi  leg  was  lient  al  wlih  a  Lrere. 
%  )5is  brere  forsoj^e  dide  me  grijf, 

And  soone  it  made  mo  to  t«rne  ajo, 
For  he  bare  written  in  euery  leef 
16         J?is  word  in  latyn,  reuertere. 

I  knelid  &  pullid  Jie  brere  me  fro, 

And  redde  Jjis  word  fid  hendeli ; 

Myn  herte  fil  dcniM  vnto  my  too 

20         )?at  was  woont  sitten  ful  likingly. 

^  I  leete  myn  hauke  &  ftsysaunt  fare. 

Mi  spaynel  ill  (Vmn  to  my  knee. 


One  sunny 
summer  noon  I 
took  out  my  hawk 
and  spaniel. 


The  dog  put  up  a 
hen  pheasant, 
and  I  flew  my 
falcon  at  her — a 
pretty  sight. 


I  ran  on  fast, 


but  a  briar 
brouj<lit  nie  to 
grief,  and  mails 
jue  turn  back,  for 
on  every  leaf  it  was 
written  Kevertere. 


1  disentangled 
myself. 

My  heart  fell  to 
my  toe. 

[I'uge  62.) 

I  let  the  hawk  and 
hen  lly, 
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and  sighed  over 
this  Mevertere. 


It  means  '  turn 
again,  or  back.' 


Turn,  then,  man 
and  tliink  of  thy 
life,  open  and 
liidden. 


If  thou  would' 3t 
go  to  heaven, 
think  of '  turn 
again.' 


I  became  serious, 


and  thought  how 
I  had  spent  my 
life. 

I  found  myself 
full  far  from  God, 


and  will  repent. 


This  summer- 
noon  heat 
[•  Page  63.] 

is  like 


man  in  youth, 
rushing  into  all 
kinds  of  sin. 


Lust  blinds  many 
a  man, 


and  prevents  him 
thinking  of 
heaven. 


REUERTERE  ! 

)?a??ne  took  y  me  wi])  si3jTige  sare 
24         J)is  new  lesson??,  reue?'tere. 

jjeuertere  i.s  as  myche  to  say 

111  engliscli  tunge  as,  iuriXQ  a;en  : 
Turne  ajen,  man,  y  fee  pray, 
28         And  J)inke  hertili  what  Jjoii  hast  ben  ; 
^  Of  Jji  liuynge  be-finke  fee  rijfe, 
In  open  &  in  priuite. 
J3at  foil  may  come  to  eue?-lastmge  lijf, 
32         Take  to  jji  mynJc  reue?'tere. 

"is  word  made  me  to  studie  sore, 

And  binam  mc  al  my  list ; 
How  y  hadde  ledde  my  lijf  so  3016, 
36         I  putt  it  freisclili  in-to  my  brist. 
^  }5a?aie  foond  y  me  ful  fer  y-flet 
Al  from  god  in  maieste  ; 
Forsofe  fere  schal  no  fing  me  leett 
40         }piii  y  ne  wole  synge  reuertere. 

X  his  noon  hete  of  Jje  someris  day, 

Wha?ine  fe  su?me  moost  •  hi3est  is, 
It  may  be  likened  in  good  fay, 
44         For  gregorie  witnessij)  weel  fis  ; 
^  For  in  3onge  age  me?z  wide  doon  walke 
To  dyu(;/'S  sy??nis  in  fele  degre  : 
)3ou3  a  3ong  man  make  a  balke, 
48         3it  take  to  fi  ni;yTide  reue ?'tere. 

X  or  likinge  blind  if  many  oon 
Jjat  he  seef  not  hini-silf  y-wis, 

And  makif  his  herte  as  hard  as  stoon  ; 
52         |?a??ne  f  enkijj  he  not  on  henere  blis  ; 

^  For  danyel  preuef  it  weel  ri3tfnlli, 
As  susa??nis  storie  tellif  me, 
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REUBRTERE  ! 

Two  preestis  were  decmi'd  w(ir|)ili  ; 
For  likinge  pei  knew  nut  rcuertere. 
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3ouJ)e  berij)  Jje  hauke  upow  liis  liond 

^Vlia/?ne  ioilite  for3etiJ)  age  : 
This  liauke  is  ma?^nis  herte,  y  vmlirstoMde, 
60         For  it  is  jong  &  of  lii3  romage. 
^  He  puttif)  his  hauke  fro  his  fist, 
He  fat  schulde  to  god  be  free  ; 
He  meltij?  and  wexi]?  a  weel  poore  gist 
6-4         Wliartne  'he  come  J)  to  reuertere. 

Jb  or  ful  of  corage  is  jougefe  in  lierte, 

And  waitynge  euere  on  his  pray, 
He  ne  sparij?  rj^ie/-  ne  Jjornes  smerte 
68         To  gete  his  myrjie  fere  he  heest  may. 
%  He  J>at  enserchif  fe  derknes  of  ny3t, 

And  J»e  myst  of  fie  morowtide  may  se, 
He  sclial  know  hi  cristis  my3t 
72         If  30u]je  kuwne  synge  reue^-tere. 

This  liauk  of  herte  in  30u])e  y-wys, 

Pursue])  euere  J3is  feisaunt  hen  ; 
Jjis  feisau?jt  hen  is  likingnes, 
76         And  euere  folewijj  hir  fese  3onge  men. 
%  )5is  is  likinge  in  enery  sy/zne, 
Venial  &  deedli  whefer  it  he, 
'With  greet  likinge  he  wole  bigy^ne, 
80         But  sorewe  bringe  for]?  rcuertere. 

Jjiking  is  modir  of  sy?niis  alio, 

And  norischij)  eiiery  wickid  dedo. 
In  feele  myscheues  sche  makif  to  fallo, 
84         Of  al  sorowe  sche  doof  Jie  daunce  leedc. 
^  }5is  herte  of  3ou]?e  is  hie  '  of  port, 

And  wildenes  makij?  hi/»  ofte  to  lk>, 


Youfh  bears  the 
hawk  on  his 
hanil. 

The  hawk  is 
man's  l>eart,  and 


is  flov^-n  from  the 
fist,  but  not  to 
God. 


[I  Page  64.] 


Vouth  watches 
ever  its  prey,  and 

spares  no  prick  of 
thorn  to  get  its 
pleasure. 
Let  the  watcher 
of  the  night  ask 
whether  youth 
will  heed  llie  call 
'  Turn  o/jain.' 


This  hawk,  man's 
heart,  pursues 
ever  the  hen 
pheasant 
Pleasure. 


Lust  or  Desire  is 
tlie  beginning  of 
every  sin, 


their  mother, 
and  nourisher, 


and  of  all  sorrow 
leads  the  dance. 

[  I  .VS.  his.] 
[Pago  e,").] 
Youth,  through  J 
wilduess, 
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often  goes  wrong 
Tlien  it  should 
turn  again. 


In  pleasure, 
think  that  youth 
must  leave  thee. 


When  age  takes 
thee,  thou  wilt 
think  it  best  to 
t  am  again. 


Holy  Writ  says 
that  a  request  too 
long  delayed  will 
be  refused. 


In  youth  tliou 
didst  wild  out- 
rage and  forgat- 
tcot  Revertcre. 


Let  every  one 
think  how  short  a 
time  he  shall  bo 
here. 

[1  Page  66.] 

Cocks  crow  when 
midnight  comes. 
Man  knows  not  his 
time  if  he  cannot 
say  Hevertere. 


Think,  then,  man, 
that  there  is  no 
so  poor  wretch  as 
thou. 


Pray  we  all  to 
God  to  grant  ever- 
lasting bliss  to  all 
who  can  say 
'  Turn  again.' 


And  ofte  to  folle  in  wickid  sort ; 
88         f)a,nne  is  it  fe  beste,  reueHere. 

Jjut  be  Avaar  of  weljje  or  fou  be  woo  ; 

In  iolite  wha«  Jjou  art  pi3t, 
jjinke  pat  3onge  wole  go  Jje  fro, 
92         Be  foil  neuere  so  greet  of  mi3t. 
Whanne  age  haj)  take  pse  bi  pe  brjst, 
And  for  febilnes  Jjou  niyjt  not  se, 
pin  herte  seij?  ))a?aie  put  it  is  best 
96         For  to  seie  &  synge  reuertere. 

But  in  lioli  writt  Ave  fynde 

If  ]jou  jji  lord  scbulde  oii3t  aske  a  ping, 
For  J?i  longe  beinge  bihinde, 
100         A3enseid  art  Jjou  of  ])in  askinge. 
^  "\Miile  |)Oii  Avere  3onge,  in  tendre  age, 
Of  ])in  askinge  pou.  Avere  ful  free 
In  ydibies  &  Aviide  outrage  ; 
104         panne  \A'as  foi'3ete  reue>"tere. 

/^erfore  euery  man  bi))inkc  Ixim  Aveel 

HoAv  litil  AA'liile  is  bis  dAvellynge  ; 
As  boly  Avritt  yt  doojj  telle, 
108         lie  schal  not  '  knoAve  AvM-oute  lesinge. 
^  A  cok  can  croAve  Ms  tyme  mydny3t, 

Whicli  be  knoAVi't/i  AA'-eel  in  his  degre  : 
But  bis  tyme  he  knoAA'ith  not  ari3t 
112         J?at  can  Aveel  neue;'e  seie  reuertere. 

Xberfore  be  ]?ou  in  certein,  man, 
Wliile  poll  muste  knowe  Iioav  ; 
Bijjinke  }ii  silf  Iioav  J)0u  art  ]jan  ; 
116         Noon  so  poore  a  AATecche  as  pon  ! 
^  )?erfore  praye  Ave  to  heuene  king, 
Eui^^/y  man  in  bis  degree, 
To  graunte  them  pe  blis  euerlastinge 
120         )?at  fis  Avord  weelkan  seie,  reuertere. 
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Pcrti  lOiissitlj  ^ijttoisncs. 


cS* 


(a  dialogue  between  a  sinner  and  mercy.) 


[Lamhefh  MS.  853,  ah.  1430  a.d.,  pa(jes(S(J  to  73; 
'Written  icithout  hreal-s.'\ 


Bl  a  forest  as  y  gan  walkc 

W/t7i-out  a  paleys  in  a  leye, 
I  herde  two  me?i  togidre  talke ; 
4         I  |)0U3te  to  wite  what  pei  wolde  seie. 
%  J3at  oon  stood  in  a  doolful  aray, 

Hise  deedli  sywnis  lie  gan  to  defie, 
"Alas,"  lie  seide,  me  dreedij?  to-day 
8  J?at  ri3t  wole  forf,  &  no  mercye." 

^  })anne  answeridc  nierci  w/t/i  sohir  'cheer, 
"  Man,  me  JjinkiJ)  Jji  witt  is  bare ; 
If  j?ou  wolt,  y  schal  Jjee  leer, 
12         J5ee  needij)  not  to  moorne  so  sare. 

^  I  rede  J;ee  to  foonde  to  ameende  fi  fare  ; 
Go  eiiery  day  &  heere  a  messe, 
And  schryue  pee  cleene,  &  haue  noo  care, 
16  For  mercy  passij)  rijtwisnes." 


As  I  walked  I 


lieard  two  men  . 
talking. 


One  was  very  sart, 
fearing  that  RiKlit 
would  be  done, 
without  Mercy. 


[1  Pase67] 
But  Mrrcii  said, 
Man,  j'ou 


need  not  mourn. 

Amend  your 
ways,  hear  Mass 
daily,  bo  shriven, 
and  fear  not, 
Jlercy  passe! h 
Kightcousness. 


^  }3a??ne  scide  fe  sy«ner  w/t//  niigri  mood, 
"  IVIan,  me  fenkisf^  fou  docst  rauc  ; 
I  woot  Avccl  jjoii  canst  no  good, 
20         \)o\\  harist  ncuc'/-e  staat  but  as  a  knawo. 


The  f^iniur 
answered.  Thou 
ravest  : 

[-/<"■  |>cnkiJ>J 
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as  I  deserve,  so 
shall  1  have ; 


llight,  not  Mercy, 


^  As  y  deserue,  so  schal  y  haue ; 
Weel  bittirli  y  schal  a-bie  ; 
I  knowQ,  noon  helpe  pat  me  scliulde  haue, 
24  But  Jjat  ri3t  sclial  for]),  and  no  me;*cie." 


Mercy. 

If  thou  wilt  give 

up  thy  sin. 


love  God  and 
repent, 

[1  Page  ftS.] 
He  is  over  the 
law  : 

His'Mercy  ex- 
ceeds His  Justice. 


28 


32 


^  ]3a/me  seide  mercye  meeke  &  niykle, 
"  If  Jjou  wolt  fro  pi  synnes  drawe, 
)jou3  J)ou  speke  pese  wordis  Avilde, 

To  helpe  Jjee  ^it  I  wolde  be  fawe. 
^  Loue  weel  god,  pat  is  my  saAve, 

Repente  fee  blyue  of  '  al  J)i  iiiys  ; 
Almy3ti  god  is  our'?-  pe  lawe, 

His  merci  passij)  his  rijtwisnes." 


The  Si7iner. 
l^or  fonoued.] 


1  never  willingly 
did  a  good  deed  ; 

1  deserve  hell ; 

my  wicked  deeds 
will  kill  me. 
Kight,  and  no 
Mercy,  on  me. 


3G 


40 


oeie  me,"  quodjie  sywner,  "  J?ou  foo?aied  ^  clerk, 
foil  coudist  neuere  rede  in  no  spel ; 
I  wroujte  wilfidli  neuere  good  werk  ; 

"What  ri^t  haue  y  in  heuew  to  dwellc  1 
^  I  haue  deserued  to  go  to  helle, 
And  Jjerfore  ofte  sore  sike  y  ; 
My  wickid  dedis  wole  me  quelle, 
)5ere  ri^t  schal  for]j,  and  no  nif'rcye." 


Mercy. 

God  shed  His 
blood  for  thee  and 
me, 


and  bought  us 
with  his  tlesli. 


Thy  soul  is  His. 
He  will  have 
mercy. 


44 


48 


%  Merci  seide  "  pow  canst  no  good  ; 

God  schewij)  Jjee  kyndenes  many  foolde, 
For  fee  &  me  he  schedde  his  blood. 

And  suffride  AVou?zdis  bittir  &  colde. 
^  His  fair  body  to  fe  iewis  was  solde 
To  bie  oure  synful  soulis  to  blis  ; 
])\  soule  is  his,  y  my3t  be  bolde  ;  . 
His  merci  passijj  his  ry3twisnes." 


The  Sinner. 

I  know  God  is 
good  anil  true, 
and  loves  Truth. 


^  "  Forsojje,"  quod  pQ  sy/mer,  "  f^/t  l(Hie  y  weel, 
])at  he  is  bofe  good  &  kynde. 
And  ferto  trewer  fan  ony  steel ; 
52         )3at  he  Icuef  trufc  weel  schal  y  fynde. 


MERCI    PASSITII   KI3TWISNES. 
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^  How  myjt  god  me  of  care  vnbinde 
Sifen  god  louejj  troiife  so  verrili  1 
Do  way,  mercy,  Jjou  spillist  myche  wbide, 
56  For  ri3t  sclial  for]?,  &  no  mercy." 


[Page  CO.] 
How  thvn  shuU 
He  free  me  ? 

Right  will  pre- 
vail, not  Jlcrcy. 


GO 


G4 


^  Merci  seide,  "  woldist  Jjou  god  knowe. 
And  Avi])  good  entent  mercy  calle, 
And  to  him  meekeli  jjee  abowe, 

Jpan  schal  neue/'e  mysclieef  in  Jjce  fallo. 
^  ]3ou3  J30U  haddist  do  fe  synnis  alle, 
And  fou  crie  mercy  for  al  Jji  mys, 
And  ^yit7l  good  herte  on  hivi  to  calle, 
pan  wole  liis  mercy  passe  ri3twisnes." 


Mercy. 


If  thou  wilt  really 
pray  for  mercj-. 


though  thou  liast 
sinned  all  the 


God's  Mcroj'  will 
exceed  His 
Justice. 


68 


72 


^  "  "WHiat,"  quod  Jje  sy?nier,  "y  trowe  Ipou  raiie; 
Canst  poll  nenere  of  p'l  pletinge  bly/uie  1 
j)e  deuel  bad  ne  neuere  mercy  crane, 

And  he  can  more  clergie  fan  al  pi  ky^nc ; 
^  And  lie  liim  silf  is  ful  of  sy?nie, 

And  3it  wole  lie  neuere  mercy  crie  : 
I  coueite  nenere  lieue?^  to  vrynno 
AVliile  ri3t  schal  forf,  &  no  mercie." 


The  Sinner. 

Nonsense !    The 
Devil  bad  me 
never  ask  mercy ; 
and  he  knows 
more  than  thou. 

He  is  full  of  sin, 
and  never  asks 
mercy ; 

Justice  will 
prevail. 


76 


80 


If  Merci  seide  "  y  preue  bi  skile, 

Witt  is  nou3t  worj),  but  grace  be  sou3t ; 
J3e  deuel  '  Ilajj  clergie  &  witt  at  wille, 

And  euere  he  settijj  it  foule  at  nou3t : 
^  He  fil  in  wanhopc  as  hi7?i  neuere  rou3tc, 
)3oru3  pr/dc  in  heue?i  he  loste  his  blis  ; 
Hadde  he  oonys  grace  bisou3tc, 
INIerci  liaddc  passid  ri3t\vijsnes." 


nhrcy. 

The  devil's  wit  is 
no  good  without 
grace. 

['  Page  70.] 

He  fell  into  de- 
spair when  he 
lo.st  heaven. 
Had  he  sought 
grace  he  d  have 
had  Mercy. 


^  Wha»ne  fe  .synner  herd  J)is,  he  sijcd  sore, 
With  rewful  cheer  greet  dool  he  made, 
And  seide,  "  of  pec  wole  y  lernc  more  ; 
8t         |5an  is  the  deuel  fals  and  bad, 
^  For  ir  lie  iiiy5lo  iwiri  liaiu'  had, 
VOL.  n.  7 


I'll  leani  of  thee. 
The  devil  mu-il  bo 
bad  if  ho  iniKhl 
have  liad  nionv. 
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He  needs  be  sorry 
who  gets  Right 
and  not  Mercy. 

MS.  transposes 
riJtwisnes  and 
mercy.] 

Mercy. 

Dear  brother, 
give  up  the  devil, 
who  would  send 
you  to  hell. 

Pray  for  grace, 
God  will  send  it, 
and  thy  soul  will 
go  to  heaven. 


A  jjoiisand  sijjis  y  him  defie ; 
He  may  be  sory  &  no-J)ing  glad 
88  Jjat  sclial  haue  •ri3twisnes  &  no  mercy." 

Jjlercy  bilieeld  fat  semeli  goost, 

Ami  seide,  "  leue  hro'per,  forsake  f>e  feend, 
For  he  wolde  fayn  ])i  soule  were  lost, 
92         To  dwelle  in  helle  "\v/t7iout  eend. 

%  Biseche  now  grace,  &  god  wole  sendc 
And  Jjou  wolt  do  as  y  fee  wijs. 
And  fan  fi  soule  to  heue??  schal  wcndc, 
96  ])erc  merci  passif  rijtwisncs." 


The  Sinner. 

[Page  71.] 
My  past  life  is 
worthless; 
I  will  serve  God  ; 
may  He  keep  uie 
from  sin. 


1  defy  the  false 
fiend  who  promis- 
ed me  Right,  not 
Mercy. 


100 


104 


Alas,"  quod  fe  sywncr,  "  al  my  lijf  y  rue, 

"For  it  is  no  fing  as  y  wende  ; 
To  se^Tie  god  y  wole  be  trewc 

If  ony  grace  he  wole  me  sonde. 
^  Of  al  wiclddnes  he  me  dcfende  ! 
])o  fals  feend,  y  him  defie ; 
lie  wolde  no  fing  fat  y  did 3  meendc, 
]5at  bihect  me  n3t  &  no  me;-cie." 


Mcrey. 

Do  so,  and  re- 
joice.   J!e  sorry 
for  thy  sin,  be 
shriven,  do 

penance,  and 

repent:  Thou 
slialt  know  that 
Mercy  passes 
Justice. 


108 


112 


Xlllerci  seido  "  if  f  ou  wolt  so, 
\)o\\  my3t  be  glad  al  f  i  lijf, 
And  for  f  i  sy»nc  f ou  niaist  be  woo, 

And  to  a  preest  cleene  fee  schriuc, 
^  And  take  penau?2ce  Av/t7/out  strijf, 
Repentynge  fee  of  al  f i  mj's, 
]?an  bi  f  i  witt  f  ou  maist  knowe  rijf 
)3at  me/'ci  passif  ri3twisnes." 


No  penance  is 
enough  for  me : 
not  being  buried 
alive. 


Alas,"  quod  the  S3';nier,  y  haue  lyued  wrong  ! 

What  penau»ce  were  y  worfi  to  haue  ? 
)?er  may  no  man  sette  me  to  strong 
116         ]?ou3  y  Avere  quicke  doluen  on  graue. 


120 


124 


128 


MEUCI    PASSITII   UIjTWlSNESS. 

^  A  !  almijty  god,  mercy  I  craue, 

Now  lete  my  flesche  my  sy?mis  abic  ! 
Graciose  c?7'st !  my  soule  pon  haue, 
For  rijt  is  noujt  wifout  mercie." 

JHercy  seide,  "  M  weel  fou  woost, 

As  Jjou  hast  often  herd  sayen, 
What  man  is  fouwde  pat  -was  hjst, 
^Yip  him  is  c?-/.st  plesid  &  fayn. 
T[  What  nede  had  crist  to  suffre  paync 
But  for  to  bie  oure  soulis  to  His  1 
Telle  me  J)i  lijf  heere  al  playn, 
]?at  me;-cy  may  passe  ri3twisnes. " 
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Ah  God !  liavc 
nierc'.v.     Christ, 
take  my  soul. 

[Page  72.] 


Mercy. 

Christ  rejoices 
over  tlie  lost 
sinner  who  is 
found. 


Tell  me  all  thy 
sins. 


132 


136 


JXly  fyue  wittis  y  haue  mys  spende 

|?oni3  pr/de,  enuie,  &  leccherie  : 
To  pe  ten  heestis  y  haue  not  tende 
J?oru3  slonpe,  wrappe,  &  glotenie. 
%  In  coueitise  lyued  haue  y, 

And  neuere  dide  werkis  of  me/-cyes  ; 
God  !  3eue  me  grace  or  pat  y  die  ! 
J?i  merci  may  passe  ri3twisnes," 


The  Sinner. 
I  have  misspent 
my  Five  Senses; 
disobeyed  the 
Ten  Command- 
ments ;  lived  in 
covetoiisness,  and 
done  no  good 
works. 


Ood,  let  thy 
Meroy  pass  thy 
Justice. 


140 


144 


lu.erci  3af  him  penauncc  stronge, 

And  seide  "man,  Avolt  pou  J)is  take? 
])()\\  muste  suffre  hopQ.  v'^t  and  wrong ; 

If  pmx  ]3i  sy?Mic  wolt  forsake, 
^  In  good  praiers  pmx  muste  wake, 
And  neu/^rc  '  wilne  to  do  a-mys ; 
And  for  p{  sorewo  jjat  |)ou  doost  make, 
IMcrci  schal  passe  ri3twisncs." 


Mercy. 

no  this  penance: 
Siitfer,  and  for- 
sake thy  sin. 


Watch  and  pray. 

Never  will  to  sin. 

[1  Paw  78.] 
Then  Mercy 
shall  exceed 
Justice. 


"e  sy?^ncr  took  pcnaunce  wif  good  cntent, 

And  lefte  al  liis  wickid  sy»no  ; 
Whanne  lie  hadde  hieuc,  away  he  wont 


The  sinner  for- 
s(  ok  his  sins. 
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and  all  his 
friends ; 

did  great  penance, 
and  no  sin  wil- 
fully. 

He  trusted  to 
God  to  bring  him 
to  heaven. 


148         From  alle  liis  freendis,  ki]j  &  k3'??ne. 
^  In  greet  penaunce  lie  piitte  him  inne, 
And  neiiere  aftir  wilfulli  dide  mys  ; 
He  truste  on  god  heuew  to  wywne, 
152  J;ere  mercy  passij)  ri^twijsnes. 


Lord  !  give  us 
grace,  and  be 
merciful  to  us. 


Mary,  guide  our 
souls  to  thy  Son, 


where  Mercy  pre- 
vails over  Justice. 


156 


ICO 


Aliiiijti  god  !  now  make  us  stable, 
And  3eue  us  grace  weel  to  spede, 
And  to  us  alle  bee  merciable, 

And  forjeuc  us  alle  ouro  mysdede. 
^  And  helpe  us,  ladi,  att  oure  moost  nede, 
To  Jii  sone  oure  soulis  J)ou  wys, 
And  with  Ills  m^^rcy  fulli  us  fede 

Jpere  mercy  passij)  rijtwijsnes.     A-M-E-X. 


["As  resoun  rcwlid,"  or  "  Filius  Regis  Mortuus  est,"  follows. 
It  is  printed  in  Folitical,  Religious,  and  Love  Poems,  p.  205,  &c.] 
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^t  icKcf. 


[Lainheth  MS.  853,  ah.  1430  a.d.,  jja/je  39  ;    written 
without  breaks.^ 


%  Memento  homo  quod  cinis  es,  et   iu  cinerem 

reuerteris. 
%  Fac  bene  dum  viuis.  Post  mortem  viuere  si  uis. 
%  Tangere    qui    gaudet.    meretricem    qualiter 
audet. 
Palmis  poUutis.  regem  tractare  salutis. 
Credo  in  deum  patrem  omnipotentem. 

±N  fee,  god  fadir,  I  tileeue, 

j)e  firste  persoono  ful  of  iiiy3t, 
J3at  al  of  nou^t  liast  maad  to  meeiie, 
4         bojie  heue?i  &  evpc,  day  &  ny3t. 

%  And  in  fin  oonly  goten  sone, 
Born  of  fi  silf  bifor  al  fing, 
Oure  lord  ihesus,  fe  secunde  persoonc, 
8         Botlie  00  o-od  in  lieue/i  beingo. 


Remember,  man, 

that  thou  art  dust. 

Do  well  while 
thou  livest. 
How  does  he  who 
delights  to  touch 
a  harlot,  dare  to 
handle  the  King 
of  Salvation  with 
polluted  hands. 


I  believe  in  God 
the  Father, 


and  in  His  only 
begotten  Son, 


Jcsu  Clirist, 
one  with  God, 


%  J?e  same  god  pat  euere  hajj  ben, 

And  sijjen  conceyued  bi  fe  lioli  goost, 
And  born  of  a  mayden  clcene, 
1 2         Bicause  a  man  in  meekenes  nioost. 


conceived  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and 
born  of  a  puio 
virgin, 

[Page  40.] 


^  And  ri3t  as  in  fe  trynyte 

Be?i  persoones  pre,  substauncis  but  oon, 
Rijt  so  in  fee  ben  substauncis  pra, 
IG         God,  soulc,  bodi,  &  al  oon  ])ersoonc. 


(of  three  sub- 
stances, God,  soul, 
biKly) 
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THE    BELIEF. 


who  suffered 
under  Pontius 
Pilate,  was 
crucified, 

and  buried. 


^  Undir  pilate  fou  suffridist  pejme 
Bi  fre  wil,  ma?dciiide  to  saue, 
Xailid  on  a  croos,  &  peron  slain, 
20         And  taken  dowi  &  Liried  in  CTaue. 


descended  into 
hell. 


but  rose  again 
the  third  day, 


%  In  soule  oonli  Jjoii  wentc  to  helle, 

&  took  fens  fi  part,  it  was  good  ri3t, 
But  lip  f»ou  roos  in  fleisch  and  in  felle 
2-i         )?e  frid  day  bi  godli  my3t. 


ascended  into 
heaven, 


whence  He  shall 
come  to  judge 
both  quick  and 
dead. 


^  ]?ou  sti3  to  heue?i  in  fi  nianliede, 

A)nl  fere  fou  sittist  on  fi  fadir  ri3t  side, 
But  oup/'  al-where  is  fi  godhede, 
28         ])CTG  is  noon  fat  from  fee  him  may  hide. 

%  )3ens  schalt  f  ou  come  us  alle  to  decmc, 
Bof  c  quilc  and  dede  of  adams  seed. 
'With  opcne  woundis  &  visage  breme  ; 
32         Jpis  bileeue  makif  true  men  drede. 


[iPiigeH.] 
I  believe  in  tlie] 
Holy  Ghost, 


^  I  bileeue  in  fe  holi  'goost, 

j)o  f  ridde  persoone  in  trynyte, 
Of  which  fre  noon  is  more  ne  nioost, 
3G         But  al  oon  god  in  persoones  fre. 


who  makes  Holy 
Chureli,  by  faith- 
ful men  giving 
each  to  other 
what  each  can. 


%  ])e  holi  goost  makif  holi  chirche 
Of  feif  ful  men,  bi  comynjTvge 
Ech  oon  to  of  ir  what  f  ei  kunne  worche 
40         In  holines  and  good  lyuyng. 


I  believe  in  the 
Forgiveness  of 
Sins  (■  through  the 
Sacrament), 


^  ror3eeuenes  y  bileeue  of  sy?me 

Bi  f  e  holi  goost  and  f  e  sacrament, 
If  y  maye  goostli  to  hem  wy?me, 
44         Or  cllis  him  silfe  is  euere  pj-esent. 


%  )3ou3  he  neuere  so  present  be, 
3it  he  wole  for  ful  meekenes 
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48 


pat  y  do  Jjcrto  ]j^?t  is  in  me, 

Lest  contemi:)t  lette  me  of  for3cuencs. 


^  Also  y  bileeiie  in  hool  mynde, 

j)G  lioli  goost  schalle  knytte  a3on 
Jpe  soule  to  fc  fleische  of  al  mankinde  ; 
52         For  al  fleish  schal  ryse  jjat  dee]?  hatli  slayn. 

^  J)e  holi  goost  schal  3eue  also 

Euerlastynge  lijf  to  alle  true  me«. 
pat  we  may  heere  serue  ])er-to, 
5G         ^  Y  rede  we  seie  alle,  amen. 


and  tliat  the  Holy 
Gliost  Hluill  knit 
again  all  men's 
souls  to  their 
flesh  on  their 
resurrection. 


and  shall  give 
everlasting  life  to 
all  true  men. 


[The  Sixteen  Foiiils  of  C/iari/i/,  or  "Man,  among  J^i  myitis," 
printed  p.  IM,  below,  follows  tore  in  the  MS.] 
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iljc  ^jtix  €m\m\hm\h 


[Lambeth  MS.  1853,  a&.l430  A.D.,2)cige  47  ;  written 
tvithout  breaks.^ 


Every  one  sliouUl 
teach  his  cliildren 
these,  and  keep 
them  liimself. 


I.  Have  no  false 
gods.  Worsliii) 
GoU  Almiglity. 


II.  Take  not 
God's  name  in 
vain.     Swear  by 
no  created  thing. 


III.  Hallow  the 
Holy  Day. 


IV.  Honour  thy 
Father  and 
Mother. 

[•  Page  41.] 


V.  Kill  no  man, 


EUery  man  scliiilde  teclie  Jjis  lore 

To  liise  children  yvith  good  entent, 
And  do  it  liini-silf  euermorc, 
4         To  kepe  wecl  goddis  coman«denient. 

^  Fals  goddis  ]jou  schalt  noon  liaue, 
But  worschipc  god  oni??ipotent  ; 
Make  not  Ipi  god  jjat  man  hap  grauc  : 
8         J?is  is  fe  firste  comauwdeme?it. 

^  Goddis  name  in  ydil  take  foil  not, 

For  if  Jjoii  do  fou  schalt  be  scheent ; 
Swere  hi  no  fiwg  fat  god  hajj  wroujt : 
12         J?is  is  J)e  seciunle  comaii?? demerit. 

^  Haue  mpide  to  helewe  fin  holi  day, 
Jjoii  &  alle  fine  with  good  entent ; 
Leiie  seriiile  werkis  &  nyce  aray : 
16         Jjis  is  fe  fridde  comau?Klement. 

^  Worschijoe  f  i  fadir  &  f  i  modir  bof  e, — 
jjat  longe  lijf  to  fee  he  lent, — 
WitJi  meete  'and  drink,  cou?>ifort  &  clofe 
20         }?is  is  f  e  iiij*^  comau«dement. 

^  Sle  no  man  with  yuel  wille, 

Ensaimiple,  or  tunge,  or  strolds  dent ; 
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B«t  eiiennoro  Jo  good  for  illc  : 
j)is  is  jje  fifthe  comau/idemeHt. 
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butdogooJfur  ill. 


*![  Do  no  leccherie  in  al  jji  lijf ; 

Lete  fleisclieli  knowynge  fro??i  fee  be  lent 
Saue  oonli  bi-twene  n^a?^  &  wijf : 
28         fis  is  jje  sixte  comau?idement. 


VI.  Commit  not 
adultery  or 
fornication. 


^  j)on  schalt  not  stele  no  maner  of  fing, 
Ne  helpe  perto  bi  no  consent. 
Leue  alle  fals  niesuris  &  al  gilinge  : 
32         J)is  is  pe  .vij.  coniau/Kle?/ienif. 


VII.  steal  not. 


Use  no  deceit. 


%  j5ou  schalt  beere  no  fals  Avitnes 

For  no  mater  fat  may  be  ment ; ' 
Seie  euere  pe  sofe,  or  liolde  J)i  pees  : 
3G         )?is  is  fe  .viij.  comau?idenie7«t. 


VIII.  Bearno 
false  witness. 


^  ]?ou  sclialt  not  coueite  pi  nei^boris  good, 
As  hous,  lond,  catel,  ne  rent, 
In  hindringe  of  him  &  of  his  blood  : 
40         j)is  is  pe  Ax.  comaiindement. 


IX.  Covet  not 
thy  nciglibuur's 
goods. 


^  )3ou  schalt  not  desire  j)i  nei3boris  feere, 
I^e  falsli  his  seruaunt  from  hi?;t  hent, 
Ne  no  good  ]3<:<t  'he  hath  heere  : 
44         j)is  is  pe  .x.  comau«denie/it. 


X.  Covet  not  thy 
neighbour's  wife; 
take  not  his 
servant  or  goods 
falsely. 

[1  Page  49.] 


^  J5ese  ten  to  kepe,  j?ou  3eue  us  grace 
})at  on  pa  roode  was  al  to-rent, 
In-to  his  blis  fat  we  mowc  j)asse 
48         At  fe  laste  day  of  lugement. 

["  I  Warnc  cchc  lijf,"  p.  107,  &c.,  of  this  print,  follows  here  in 
the  MS.] 


Christ,  give  ns 
grace  to  keep 
these  Ten 

that  we  may 
puss  to  bliss. 


lOG 


|iepe  Mel  Criste  Coni;untbtintiit. 


[Vernon  MS.,  ah.  1370  a.d.,  ful  408  h.,  col.  1. 
Printed  here  for  comparison^  sake,  with  the  metrical 
points,  hut  no  stops.^ 

1.  warne  vclie  leod.  fat  liuej)  in  londe. 

And  do  hem  dredles.  out  of  were. 

Jjat  Jjei  most  studie.  and  \-nderstondc. 
4     }?e  lawe  of  crist.  to  loue  and  lere. 

)5er  nis  no  mon.  fer  ne  nere. 

)jat  may  liim  selucn.  sane  -vTi-sclient. 

But  ho  fat  castejj.  wijj  concience  clere. 
8     To  kepe.  wcl.  Cristes  Comau?Kleme?it. 

|3ow  most  liaue  o  God.  and  no  mo. 

And  serue  lii??i  bofe.  -with  mayn  and  miht. 

And  ouer  alle  finges.  loue  him  also. 
12     For  lie  ha  J)  lant  fe.  lyi  and  liht. 

3if  fou  bco  nuy3cd.  day  or  niht. 

In  peyne  be  meke.  and  pacient. 

And  rule  fe  ay.  be  reson  riht. 
IG     And  kep  wel.  Cristes  Comau?2deme?2t. 

^  And  let  fi  nei3hebor.  frend  and  fo. 

Eiht  frely.  of  fi  frendschupe  fele. 

In  herte.  fat  f ou  wilne  hem  so. 
20     Riht  as  fou  woldest.  fi  self  weore  "wele. 

And  help  to  sauen  hem.  from  vncele. 

So  fat  heore  soules.  beo  not  schent. 

And  also  heore  care,  f  ou  helpe  to  kele. 
24     And  kepe  wel.  Cristes  comaundemewt. 
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[\cpe  Wiul  (iTristis  Cnnuuinbcincnt^ 


[Lambeth  MS.  853,  ah.  1430  A.i).,pa(je  49;  urittcn 
without  Ijr(iu]is.'\ 


i  Warnc  echo  lijf  ])at  line])  in  loud 
And  do  liini  dredlees  out  of  were, 
])at  he  must  studie  &  vndirstondo 
4       J?e  lawe  of  god  to  loue  &  lere. 
^  For  pere  is  no  maw  feer  ne  neer 

J3at  may  him  siUfe  saue  vnschent 
But  he  fat  castijj  him  WitA  conscience  ckre 
8  To  kcpe  weel  cristis  comau?ideme7«t. 

Ahou  schalt  haiie  oon  god  &  no  mo, 

And  serue  lu»i  bo]?o  wijj  mayn  &  myjt, 
And  ower  al  f)ing  loue  him  also, 
12       For  he  ha])  lent  ^ea  lijf  &  lijt. 
^  If  Jjou  be  noied  hi  day  or  ny^t, 
In  peyne  be  meeke  &  pacient, 
And  rewle  fee  ay  bi  resou/i  rijt, 
10  And  kepc  weel  cristis  comau»demc??t. 

Jjete  fi  nei^e-'boris,  bojje  freend  &  fo, 

Freli  of  fi  frcc?2dschip  feele  ; 
In  herte  wilne  fou  he???  also 
20       Rijt  as  jjou  woldist  pi  silf  were  wcle. 
^  Helpc  to  saue  lic??i  fro??t  vnsele 
So  fat  lier  soulis  ben  not  schent, 
And  licv  care  fou  lielpe  to  kde, 
24  And  k('p(>  weel  cr/stis  0(iiiKiu//d<'ino?/t. 


Every  man  must 
take  care  to  love 
tlie  Law  of  God. 


Only  lie  can  be 
saveil  who  gives 
liiraself  to  keep 
Christ's 
Commandments. 


I.  TIiou  Shalt 
have  one  God, 

and  love  Him 
above  every- 
thing. 


He  patient  in 
sull'uring. 


[i  Page  50.] 
Love  thy 
lioifjhbour  as 
thyself; 


and  help  to  save 
liini  from  all  ill. 
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%  In  Idel.  Godes  nonie  tak  Jjoii  1101131. 

But  cese.  and  saue  fe  from  pat  synne. 

Swere  bi  no  Iping.  pat  God  liaj?  wroulit. 
28     Be  war.  his  AVi^aj^fe.  lest  poii  hit  wyniie. 

But  bisy  pe  her.  bale  to  blynne. 

Jpat  blaberpig  are  wi])  ojses  blent. 

Vncoujje  and  knowen.  and  of  Jji  kynno. 
32     And  keji  wel.  cristes  coniau??deme//t. 

%  111  clannes  and  in  cristes  werk. 

Ilaue  niynde.  to  holden  ])in  haly  day. 

And  drauh  pe  Jjenne.  fvoni  dedes  derk. 
36     WiJ3  al  ]3i  iiieyne.  Mon  and  may. 

And  men  vnsau3te.  loke  pon  assay. 

To  sau3te?i  hem  penne.  at  on  assent. 

And  pore  and  seke.  pon  plese  and  pay. 
40     And  kepe  wel  cristes  Comau?ideinent. 

%  j)i  Fader  Jji  Moder,  pon  worschupe  bofe. 
3  if  foil  wolt  boteles.  bale  escheuwe. 
'With  cou?2seil  cu?«-forte  hem.  with  mete  a7id 
dope. 
44     As  Jjoii  sest.  hem  neode])  newe. 
And  3if  fei  talke  of  tales  vn-trewc. 
J3ou  torn  hem  out.  of  ])at  entent. 
And  cristes  lawe.  help  fat  fei  knewe. 
48     And  kep  wel  cristes.  Comau« dement. 

%  Sle  no  mon.  vrip  Avikked  wille. 

Be  war.  and  vengeau«ce  tak  Jiou  11011. 

In  word,  ne  dede.  loude.  ne  stille. 
52     Bakbyte  pon  no  mon.  blod  ny  boii. 

But  ay  let  gabbynges.  glyde  and  goii. 

A-wey  wher  pel  wol.  glace,  or  gient. 

And  helj)  fat  alle  men  ben  aton. 
56     And  kop  wel  cristes  comau?Kleme«t. 
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fjrotldis  name  in  ydil  take  fou  noii^t, 

But  ceesse  &  sane  fee  iwm  ]iat  synne ; 
Swere  bi  no  fing  fat  god  liaf  wrou3t, 
28       Be  waar  his  wraffe  lest  J)ou  so  "wjame. 
^  But  bisie  fee  euere  her  bale  to  bli?me 
j)at  wijj  blaberinge  oofis  ben  blent, 
Vncouf  e  &  knowen  of  f  i  kjame  ; 
32  And  kcpe  "weel  cr/stis  comcixvidcment. 


II.  Take  not 
God's  name  in 
vain. 

Swear  by  no 
tiling  that  God 
has  made, 

but  keep  from  tho 
bale  of  blabbering 
oath-swearers. 


36 


40 


Xn  cle?2ncs  and  in  cristis  werk 

Haue  mynde  to  halowe  fin  holi  daye, 
A7id  drawe  fee  fa??ne  from  dedis  derk 

Wif  al  f  i  meyne,  man  &  may. 
^  Men  vnsoft,  loke  f  ou  asay 

To  soften  'them  to  good  assent, 
Hclpe  poore  and  sike  to  please  &  pay, 
And  kepe  weel  c?-/stis  comau7?deme?it. 


III.  Hallow  thy 
Holy  Day,  with 


all  thy  lionsehold. 

Try  to  soften 
unsoft  men, 

[1  Page  51.] 
and  to  help  the 
poor  and  sick. 


44 


48 


J^i  fadir  &  modir  Avorschipe  bofe — 
If  f  ou  Avolt  botelees  bale  eschewe — 
W/t7i  cou?2celle,  cou?«forte,  meetc  &  clof  e, 

As  f ou  secst  fat  hem  nedif  newe, 
%  And  if  f  ci  talke  of  wordis  vntrewe, 
J5ou  t?/rne  hem  out  of  fat  entent, 
And  cr/stis  lawc  hclpe  pat  fci  knew, 
And  kepe  weel  cristis  comaujKlemcnt. 


IV.  Honour  thy 
Father  and 
Mother  with 

counsel,  food,  and 
clothes. 


Turn  them  from 
untrue  words,  and 
help  them  to 
know  Christ's 
law. 


5G 


olp  110  man  with  wickid  Aville ; 

Be  waar,  of  veMiaunco  take  f  ou  noon  ; 
Eerli  no  late,  lowde  ne  stille, 

Bacbite  no  man,  blood  ne  boon, 
^  But  lete  euevG  gabbing  glide  &  goon 
Away,  whef  er  it  Avole  glase  or  glcnt ; 
And  helpc  fat  alle  men  were  at  oone. 
And  kci)c  weel  cy/stis  comauz/dcnuv/t. 


V.  Slay  no  man : 
take  no  venge- 
ance. 


Backbite  no  one. 


but  lot  gabbiuK 
Ko  by. 


Help  on  peace. 
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%  Stele  Jjou  nou3t.  fi  neijebors  fing. 

Noujjur  AviJ)  stillenes.  ne  ^yi])  strif. 

N'or  with  no  maner.  wrong  getyng. 
GO     )?i  self  ])i  seniau^t.  child,  ne  Avyf. 

To  sulle  and  buye.  ^if  pou  be  ryf. 

"\Va3i;e  al  way.  Jiat  wrong  be  went. 

As  Jiou  Avolt  lyue,  fe  lastyng  lyf. 
G4     }?ou  kepe  wel.  cristes  comauHclement. 

[Col.  2.]  Fals  Avituesse,  loke  fow  non  bcre. 

3if  )J0v/  wolt.  in  blisse  a-byde. 

j)i  nei3ebore.  wityngly  to  clere. 
G8     jS^e  no  mon  noujjcr.  in  no  sydo. 

But  loke  jjat  no  luon.  be  a  nuyjcd. 

And  |)0U  may  liiin.  from  liannes  lie??t. 

And  help  pat  falshcdc.  beo  distruiet. 
72     And  kep  wel.  cristes  comau«denient. 

IT  Sunge  foil  not.  in  lecherie. 

Such  lust  vn  leueful.  let  hit  pas. 

Consentc  ]?ou  not.  to  such  folj'^e. 
76     pat  fou;Klen  is  so  foid  trespas. 

And  loke.  fat  noufer  more  ne  las. 

\)l  lykyng.  on  fat  lust  be  lent. 

Lcste  fou  synge.  fis  songe  alias. 
80     Yov  brekyng.  of  cristes  coniau/aleme??t. 

^  ])i  nei^hebors  ^Tyi.  coueyte  fou  nou3t. 

Vnleuefully.  a-3eynes  fe  lawe. 

"NVif  hire  to  sungc.  in  word  ne  f  0U3t. 
8-4     And  from  fat  deede.  euer  fou  f e  drawe. 

And  neuer  sey.  to  hire  no  sawe. 

To  make  hire,  to  synne  assent. 

K'e  plese  liire  not.  with  no  mis  plawe. 
88     But  kep  weL  cristes  comau»denie?zt. 
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Ill 


GO 


64 


Synne  fou  not  in  Icccherie  ; 

Such  Inst  vnlecfful,  Icte  it  passe  ; 
Consentc  ]jon  not  to  fat  folic 

)3at  fou?2den  it  is  so  'foule  a  trespasc. 
•f  And  loke  jjon,  neilper  more  ne  lasse 
j)[  lildnge  on  jjat  lust  be  lent, 
Lest  Jjou  singe  ])is  song  '  alas 

For  brekin^e  of  cr/stis  comau;Klcinent.' 


VI.  Sin  not  in 

Lccl\ery  and 
unlawful  lust; 


[1  Page  52.] 
set  not  thy  lik- 
ing on  it 

lest  thou  repent  it. 


Dtele  J)ou  nou3t  of  J)i  nei3horis  fii??,g 
Xei))er  wi]?  stilnes  ne  ^Yith  strijf, 
Ne  w/t/i  no  maner  of  wrong  geetynge, 
68       j)i  silf,  f)i  seruaunt,  child,  ne  "wijf. 
1  To  hie  &  sille  if  jjou  he  rijfe, 

Loke  eui?/'e  ^at  wrong  away  he  went 
If  J)0U  wolt  han  euo'lastinge  Ujf, 
72  Kepe  wecl  cr/stis  comaun dement. 


VII.  steal  no- 
thing of  thy 
neighbour's. 


Cheat  not  in 
buying  and 
selling. 


76 


80 


X  ids  witncs,  loke  pat  fou  noon  hare  ; 

If  f)ou  Avolt  in  hlis  a-hide, 
J)i  nei3hore  wilfulli  pou  ne  dere, 

ISTe  noon  fat  wonej)  fee  hiside  ; 
^  But  loke  fat  no  man  he  anoied 

If  f  on  may  him  from  harmes  lient, 
And  hclpe  fat  faLshede  were  distroied, 
And  kepe  weel  cristis  comainidenient. 


VIII.  Bear  no 
false  witness. 
Injure  not  thy 
neighbour, 
but  keep  every 
one  from  harm. 
Hel])  to  destroy 
falsehood. 


jpi  nei3hori3  wijf  coueite  fou  nou3t 

VnlcefFuUi  a3ens  f  e  lawc 
Wif  hir  to  sy??nc  in  dedc  or  f ou3t, 
84       But  fro??i  f  e  dede  euere  f  ou  drawe, 
%  And  cecsse,  &  seie  to  hir  no  sawc 
To  make  hir  fur  to  sy/nic  assc//t, 
Xe  please  hir  not  w/t/i  no  nycc  plawc, 
88  But  kepe  Avcel  cristis  coniaundcmcnt. 


IX.  Covet  not  thy 

neighbour's  wife, 

[Pago  53.] 


and  say  and  do 
nothing  to  make 
licr  assent  to  bui. 
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^  Jpi  nei3liebors  hous.  -wenche  ne  knaue. 

VnskilfuUy.  coueyte  ])0U  nouht. 

'Kg  3it  his  good,  w/t/i  -WTong  to  haue, 
92     For  hit.  lest  fou  to  bale  be  brouht. 

For  whon  Ipc  sojje.  schal  vp  be  souht. 

3if  Jjou  in  to  jjis  sii/?nes  assent. 

Ful  bitterly,  liit  mot  be  boujt. 
96     For  brekpig  of  cristes.  Comau?icleme??t. 

^  Vchc  mon  J)at  "\vol.  Jiis  lessun  lore. 

And  louejj.  a  laweful  lyf.  to  Icde. 

He  may  not  niissc.  on  none  niancre. 
100     j)e  merjjc  of  heuene.  to  liis  mede. 

For  crist  hiwi  here,  wol  helps  and  hede. 

Aiid  hefene.  in  to  heuene  hent. 

For  ]ji  I.  preye.  fat  crist  vs  spede. 
lO-i     Kuyndely  to  kcpc.  his  comau?2demeKt. 
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JLhi  neijboris  lious,  wenclie,  ne  knawe, 

Vnleeffulli  coueite  fou  nou^t, 
Ne  oJ)ir  good,  wrong  to  liaue, 

Lest  ])ou  for  it  to  bale  be  brou3t. 
^  For  wha/nie  fe  soojje  sclial  be  up  sou3t, 
If  ]30U  to  J)is  sy/nie  assent, 
Fid  bittirli  it  sclial  be  bou3t 

For  brekinfje  of  c^v'stis  comaimdeme?<t. 


Covet  not  thy 
neighbour's 
bouse,  maid,  or 
man. 


for  at  the  Last 
Day  thou  shalt 
pay  bitterly  for  i  t . 


100 


104 


Jlijli  man  J?at  wole  fis  lessouM  lore, 

And  louejj  a  lawful  lijf  to  lede, 
He  ne  may  mys  on  no  manere 

}5e  myrjjis  of  heue?i  to  haue  to  meede ; 
^  For  crist  wole  Inm  heere  lielpe  at  nede, 

For  horn  liens  to  heuene  be  wole  \\wi  lient, 
For-jji  praie  we  J)«t  cr/st  us  spedc 
Kindeli  to  kepe  liis  comau/^demertt.    Ameu. 


No  man  who 
learns  tliis  lesson 
can  miss  the  joys 
of heaven. 


for  Christ  will 
take  him  there. 
Let  us  pray  Him 
that  we  may  keep 
His  Command- 
ments. 


["There  is  no  creatour  but  oon,"  priutcd  pp.  18-21,  follows 
here  in  the  MS.] 


lU 


®j)c  ^u\m  Ipomiti.s  of  Cjjaritc. 


[Lambeth  MS.  853,   ah.  1430  a.d.,  ^>«^e   42  ;  written 
without  hrealis,  except  lines  G-12,  21-4.] 


Man,  remember 
wlience  thou 
earnest,  and 
wlutlier  thou 
goest. 


anil  tliat  hereafter 
thou  may'st  fee 
thy  Lord  as  His 
chosen  child  in 
Charity. 


JjdAn,  among  |ji  iuyr])is  haue  in  myndo 

From  whens  Jjou  come  &  whidir  jjou  tcondis, 
How  freelli  foil  fallist  &  filist  J)i  kinde  ! 

Ai'ise  &  make  of  ]ji  mys  ameendis, 
^  )?at  of  J)is  world  wha?ine  foil  out  weudis, 
j?oii  maist  in  heuene  fi  lord  god  so 
Among  liise  apostolis  &  dere  freendis 
As  a  chosen  child  in  charitcc. 


Man's  highest 
task  is  to  live  a 
just  life. 


God  told  St  Paul 

in  the  third 
heaven  the  16 
points  of  Charity. 


Tliough  I  speak 
with  angels' 
tongues,  and  have 
not  Charity,  I  am 
but  as  a  brazen 
cj'mbal. 

[Page  43.] 
And  though  I  C4in 
move  mountains, 
I  am  worthless  if 
I  want  Charity. 


Xlie  hi3cst  lesson/?  fat  man  may  lore 

Is  to  lyue  iust  lijf,  if  foil  Avolt  loke, 
Yf  f  ou  haue  grace  to  holde  &  heere, 
12         Is  jilaynli  printid  in  poulis  hooke. 
^  For  god  to  i^oul  f  is  lessouw  tooke 
in  f  e  f  ridde  heue??,  hi^est  of  f  re, 
Euery  man  to  cu?2ne  &  looke 
16  Jje  sixtenc  p?-opirtees  of  charitee. 

Ahouj  y  speke,'  seif  seint  poule, 
'  As  au??gils  doon,  or  w/t/i  me?niis  tiiugc, 
If  charite  be  not  in  f  i  soide, 
20         I  am  but  as  a  brasen  symbal  song. 

^  And  f  0113  my  bileeue  be  neiie/'e  so  stroTig 
So  fat  mou/iteyns  be  meued  bi  feif  of  me, 
I  am  not  worthi  to  god  so  longe 
24  As  me  Avantif  chaiite. 
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32 


X  hou3  y  to  poore  men  jeue  al  my  good, 

And  my  bodi  to  brenne  fere  hoot  iier  ys, 
And  charite  be  not  in  my  mood, 

It  p/'ofitij)  me  not  to  beiien  blis.' 
^  But  for  god  wolde  it  schulde  not  mys 
To  knowe  in  charite  wha?^ne  we  be, 
He  tau^te  poul  to  teche  al  his 
J?e  .xvj.  Poyntis  of  charite. 


And  thoufjli  I 
give  my  body  to 
be  burned,  and 
have  not  Charity, 
it  profits  nothing. 


God  told  Paul  to 
teach  his  dis- 
ciples the  16 
points  of  Charity. 


36 


40 


Oharite,'  he  seif,  '  is  pacient, 

AUe  disesis  meekli  siiffringe, 
Benigne  also  in  hir  entent, 

Kindelid  w/t/i  iier  of  good  lyuyng ; 
^  Xeu^re  enuyose  for  ony  fing 
To  freend  ne  foo,  whejjir  it  be, 
But  euere  glad  to  goddis  plesi?2g 
To  cherische  alle  men  in  charitee. 


1.  Cliarity  is 
patient,  and 


2.  Benign, 

3.  Xever  envious. 


44 


48 


Oharite  dooji  neiK^re  wickidli 

Bi  purpos  of  wil,  ne  wickid  dede, 
Ne  blo\ve?z  '  is  vfiih  pr/de  Jjouj  sche  be  welfi, 

For  to  greue  god  is  hir  moost  drede  ; 
•j[  For  in  helle  depe  schal  be  her  meede, 
A  low  wijj  lucifir  for  to  be 
|)at  for  bl;yTide  p?7'de  wole  take  noon  hcde 
lowli  to  lyue  in  cliarite. 


4.  Never  does 
wickedly, 

5.  Is  not  puffed 
I  [Page  t4.] 

up  with  pride. 


52 


56 


vharite  is  not  coueitose  toold 

Of  worschipe  ne  of  wrongo  wy/?nynge, 
For  wij)  ypocritis  sche  may  not  holdo, 

Ne  consento  w/t/i  wro»g  getyng. 
^  Sche  sechij)  not  hir  owne  fing 

for  hindringe  of  nci3boris  fat  myjte  be, 
For  manyc  percls  bon  in  pletyngc 
Jjat  acordcn  not  w/tAvcharitee. 


6.  Desires  no 
honour  or  wrong 
gains, 


7.  Seeketli  not  her 
own. 
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8.  Is  not  easily 
provoked, 


9.  Thinketh  no 
evil, 


60 


64 


l/liaritee  wole  no  fing  he  wrooj5 

For  liarmes  j^at  hir  silf  may  hent, 
But  for  to  synne,  al  oonli  is  Mr  loojj, 

A3ens  goddis  comaundement. 
%  Charitee  ])enkiJ3  noou  yuel  in  hir  cntent, 
But  stintij)  strijf,  &  stoondi]?  free ; 
Al  yuel  wil,  it  wolde  Avero  went, 
And  cliau»trid  al  for  cliarite. 


[Piige  45.] 
10.  Rejoiceth  not 
in  iniquity,  but 


11.  Rejoiceth  in 
the  trutli. 


68 


72 


\}{  wickidnes  charitc  is  not  glad, 

Bi  lau3ter  ne  bi  no  likingc, 
But  euere  soLre,  soft,  &  sad, 

In  ])0U3t,  in  word,  &  in  Avorching. 
^  To  ri3t  &  troupe  is  hir  ioiyng, 

To  maynteine  trujje  wlierG-Qiiere  schc  be. 
With  feijjful  and  true  folk  Is  hir  dwelling, 
For  suclic  ben  chosen  in  charite. 


12.  Chnrity 
bcarcthaUtliinfrs, 


IS.  Kolievetli  all 
things. 


76 


80 


Alle  Jjingis  sche  berijj  Tp  meekeli. 

For  al  hir  wi^onge  schal  turne  to  game ; 
Sche  fallijj  not  \nder  for  vilonye, 
For  los,  for  sijknes,  ne  for  schame. 
^    Alle  jjingis  sche  trowijj  wif-out  fame 
j)at  goddis  lawe  techij)  trujje  to  be, 
And  bidijj  ferbi  for  ony  blame, 

For  suclic  ben  children  of  charitee. 


It.  IIoi)Lth  all 
things. 


15.  Enduveth  all 
things. 

[1  Page  16.] 


84 


88 


Alio  Jjingis  sche  hopijj  to  haue  in  blis  ; 

For  suche  sche  suffri])  &  seruejj  heere; 
For  of  mercy  sche  may  not  mys 

)?at  jjis  lesson  wole  loue  &  lere. 
^  Sche  abidijj  alle  J5i??.gis  vritJi  good  chero 
]3ou3  sche  Jjinke  lotige  pe  eende  to  sc, 
For  of  reward  sche  haj)  '  no  were 
j)at  fus  abidijj  in  charite. 
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96 


vluu'ite  fallijj  ncnero  a-way 

From  \um  pat  it  in  charite  wole  hoklo, 
Biforc  ne  aftir  domys  day, 

But  encresij)  in  blis  an  liu?idrid  folde. 
%  Whanne  al  tresoiu-  is  tried  &  tolde, 
Al  help  to  blis  is  in  fesc  jjre, 
Feijj,  hope,  &  charite,  nofing  colde  ; 
j)Q  mooste  of  he?»  is  charite.' 


10.  Charity  never 
fuiMh. 


All  help  to  bliss 

is  ill  these  three: 

Faith,  hope, 

charity : 

and  the  greatest 

of  these  is 

charity. 


100 


104 


Jji  charite,  man,  Jjou  must  loue  more 

God  Jjan  silf,  po  sooj?  to  say, 
For  ])is  is  Jje  lord-is  owne  lore, 

With  al  pi  power  hi//i  please  &  pay  ; 
%  Thi  nei3bore  also,  wijj-oute  nay, 
Loue  as  pi  silf  saaf  to  bee ; 
To  freend  &  fo  holde  faste  pi  fay, 
A  nd  chau7?ge  jjou  neuere  fro  charite. 


It  makes  thee 
love  God  above 
thyself, 


and  thy  neighbour 
as  thyself. 


Xf  we  ]jis  lesson??  wo  lone  &  leere, 
And  take  it  truli  to  onre  entcnt, 
We  schule«  hanc  knowinge  good  &  cleere 
108         Who  hen  blainelees  &  who  ben  schent. 
God,  jj'^t  hast  us  oure  lijf  lent, 

Grauftte  Jjat  Ave  may  oure  '  silf  to  en  sere  he 
&  se. 
As  pou  for  us  on  roode  Avcre  rent, 
112  j5ou  chese  us  to  ])6'e  fur  charite.     A-]\[-E-X. 


If  we  learn  this 
lesson,  we  shall 
know  who  will  be 
blessed  and  who 
punlslied. 


God  grant  that 
L"  Page  47.J 


Christ  m;\y  choose 
us,  for  His  love. 


["  Eucry  man  schuUIo  teclie  f^is  lore,"   printed  p.  lOl-o,  follows 
lere  in  the  MS.] 
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^uinbeani  SigUit  ante  biciit  |iibitij» 


[MS.  B.  11.  2+,  Triniti/  O'llpgo.,  Camhridge  ; 
ah  1450,  A.I..] 


Lord  of  Heaven, 
luive  mercy  on  us ' 


I  will  tell  of  the 
XV.  Signs  before 
Doomsday. 


I.  Rain  shall  fall, 
Ijilter  as  gall. 


red  as  blood. 


and  overwhelm 
the  whole  world, 


and  terrify  chil- 
dren unborn. 


II.  The  Stars 
shall  fall  from 
lieaven. 


KjTige  of  grace,  &  ful  of  pyte, 
Lord  of  heuyn,  I-l)lyssyd  fou  be  ! 
Haue  mercy  on  vs,  we  the  beseche, 
4     Or  we  lese  oiir  wytt  &  speche  ! 
XV.  tokenys  telle  I  may 
That  shal  come  before  doomys  day, 
As  it  is  seyde  yn  the  p?'ophecye, 
8     In  the  book  of  Jeremye. 

Herkenyth  now  fe  tokenyy^ge 
That  ]je  firste  day  shal  bvy»ge  : 
Fro  lieuy«  shal  a  rayne  falle, 

12     Hit  shal  be  byttjT  as  eny  galle, 
Hytt  shall  be  as  red  as  any  blod, 
Ouyr  all  pe  AvorUe  a  grymly  flod  ; 
Hytt  schalle  oue^-go  wyth  large  raett 

IG     Alle  that  ys  in  erth  I-sett  : 

Tlie  chylderyn  vn-borii  Aferd  shall  be 
Of  thys  tokenynge,  as  I  telle  the, 
And  mene  hem  tyll  our  Sytli 

20     liyth  as  ]?ey  speke  myth. 

The  secunde  day  ys  stronge  with  alle  : 
The  sterrys  shal  fro  lieuyn  falle, 
So  dredfulle  and  so  breyth 

24     As  the  fyre  off  pe  dondyr  lyth. 
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Men  sclialle  say,  "  welle-away  ! 

Thys  ben  the  tokenys  off  domys  day  ! " 

They  schall  cry  &  syke  sore, 
28     And  say,  "  lord,  nie?-cy,  th}Ti  ore' !  "  [i ms.  tiiynore] 

The  iij'^^  day  ys  oif  syche  :  in.  The  suu 

In  erthe  and  in  heuyn-ryche 

The  hye  son  thatt  ys  so  bryth, 
32     So  fayr,  and  so  Ml  off  lyth, 

Hitt  shalle  be  swarte  as  any  pyche  :  siuii  tum  black 

Alle  tliatt  shall  be  rewlyche. 

Men  schalle  pen  sone  se 
36     Att  mydday  hytt  shaikh  swarte  be  ; 

All  thatt  ben  on  lyve 

Schalle  thys  wordys  dryve. 

"  Alas  thatt  we  scholle  Abyde 
40     To  se  jjis  sorowe  in  Eue?y  syde  [  " 

The  iiij*®  day  ys  s^vythe  longe,  iv.  Everything 

W/t/i  wepynge  &  wyth  sorow  Ainonge  : 

All  b«t  in  erthe  stonde  f"  ^=-'^^'  ''''\" 

'  turn  into  reil 

44     Schall  to  red  blod  wende  ;  ^^'""^ 

They  schalle  drawe  he»i  to  Jjc  grownde, 

Ther  schalle  they  dwelle  butt  no  stownde, 

To  the  see  J)ey  schalle  for  drede,  and  flee  to  the  sea. 

48     Ryth  as  moyses  the  p/'ophytt  sayde, 

Thatt  the  mone  schalle  rewly  falle  The  Moon  shall 

f:ill  from  lieaven. 

And  wynd  outt  oi  hys  reche  stalle. 
The  man  schalle  say  to  hys  wyff 
52     "  Alas  Jiatt  we  be  nowe  Alyve  !  " 

The  v'®  day  comyth  swythe  ;  v.  ah  beasts 

-,-,  ^       1    ,     , ,  1  shall  holil  up  their 

1*  or  eue?y  best  ])att  ys  on  lyve,  i.cads  towards 

Toward  heuyn  her  hedd  schall  holde.  ica\cn. 
50     For  thatt  wouper  As  y  yowe  tollde, 

Men  schalle  say,  "  lord,  thj'n  ore  Men  shall  pmy 

, .,,.  g       ,,,  ,  ,,  Ciod  mercy, 

On  our  sorowe  &  oft  our  sore  ! 
Thys  tellyth  the  prophecy 
GO      In  ]}(;  bodke  <if  Joromy. 
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and  ask  Christ  to 

['  Omitted,  and 
inserted  in 
Margin.] 
bring  them  to 
bliss, 

VI.  The  Trees 
shall  turn  upside 
down. 


and  children 
shall  die. 


VII.  All  castles 

sliall  fall  down.; 

[2  MS.  dotvn] 

The  hills 
shall  be  lowered 
and  fill  up  the 
valleys, 

so  that  all  the 
earth  shall  be 
even. 


VIII.  A  day  of 
dread. 


The  Sea  will  rise 
and  fiee, 


and  be  driven  up 
to  the  clouds  by 
the  wind. 
All  living 
will  wish  to  be 

hid  under  the 
earth. 


G4 


68 


72 


76 


80 


84 


92 


96 


Welle  we  sclialle  vndyrstoncle 

Thatt  cristyndom  hatt  vnjje/fonge. 

"  Thatt  day,  Ih^^^MS  to  vs  se 

As  Jjou^  vs  bowtyst  vppon  a  tre, 

Thatt  we  may  com  to  jjy  blysse 

Lord,  when  Jjy  wille  ys  ! " 

The  vj  day  schall  down  Falle 

The  treys  with  pa  croppy s  alle, 

And  toward  pe  erthe  the  croppys  schalle  be. 

For  fere  the  man  schalle  lese  hys  wjif, 

The  wylf  her  chyld,  fe  chylld  hys  lyff ; 

A  lie  thatt  leve  schall  lese  here  wytte ; 
AVo  they  be  thatt  schalle  a-byde  hytte, 

Uettyr  they  were  to  be  oute  off  lyve 

Than  soche  payne  for  to  dryve. 

The  vij  day  schalle  fall  down 
Chyrche  and  castelle  and  eviery  town'^; 

All  scliall  to-breke  ;  and  ewry  hylle 
Shalle  lowe,  valeys  For  to  FyUe  ; 
The  erthe  schalle  [be]  shene  and  clene  ; 
In  J)is  worlle  alle  schalle  be  evyn ; 
Than  schalle  fe  worlle  evyn  be  : 
Wo  ys  he  ]jc(t  thatt  schalle  se  ! 
The  \'iij  day  ys  a  day  off  drede, 
Eyth  as  moyses  J)e  propliytt  seyde 
Thatt  the  see  woll  ryse  &  fle, 
Thatt  eue/y  best  aferd  schall  be ; 
Than  for  drede  hytt  avoII  ryse  &  flowe 
W/t/i  wawys  grete,  &  stormys  towe  : 
Thorowe  the  strength  off  j)e  wynd 
Into  the  Welken  hitt  schall  slynge  ; 
All  thatt  leuyth  Jjatt  day 
Wold  fle  away,  but  fey  ne  may  ; 
A^iidyr  erthe  I-hydd  they  wold  be 
Thatt  Ihe.-?u  cryst  scholl  nott  hem  Ase. 
Then  wolle  the  see  Avytdrawe, 
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And  "wcnd  to  hys  owyn  liawe. 
Godd  of  lieuyii,  \)at  best  may, 
HauG  iU'?/-cy  on  vs  vppon  J)<(tt  day  ! 

100  The  ix  day,  wondyr  liytt  ys, 

As  the  prophecy  tellyth  hytt  I  wys  ; 

Thatt  all  fynge  schall  spake  pan, 

And  cry  in  erthe  aftyr  pe  steuyn  off  man, 

101  And  be-mone  hem  self  in  owr  syjtk 
Ryth  as  Jjey  speke  myth. 

Lord  Ihesu,  thy  myth  J)ou  fullfelle  ! 

We  be  sorry  Jjatt  we  dede  agayn  pi  will« 
108     Or  yvlth  towyth  or  ^vlth  dede. 

Lord  Ihe.i'u  !  brenge  vs  oute  of  fis  dredo 

Thatt  we  may  com  to  rest ! 

Ther  bale  ys  most,  &  bote  ys  nexte. 
112     The  .X.  day  ys  day  of  welaway 

As  gregory  sayth,  and  Jeromy  : 

Than  schalle  knele  pe  angelys  brytli 

Before  pe  face  of  godd  allmyth. 
1 1 G     Seynt  peter,  nojjer  his  felow-redde, 

Dar  nott  speke  A  word  for  drede  ; 

They  schalle  se  lieuyn  vngo, 

And  pe  erthe  scliall  Also, 
120     They  schalle  schryke  &  crye  lonio 

For  pe  drede  of  pe  grett  dome. 

Develyn  schall  com  oute  off  he  He 

As  seynt  Jolum  doyth  vs  tell, 
12-1     They  schalle  kry,  "  lord,  thyn  ore 

Oif  our  sorowo  &  of  our  sore  ! 

Lett  vs  to  liGuyn  com  ! 

Longe  |)0U  hast  hytt  vs  be-nomc 
128     For  our  gylt,  and  our  mysdede, 

And  for  our  awyn  wykkyd  rede  !  " 

Thys  ys  a  day  of  moclic  sorowe  ; 

A  strongyr  comytli  on  tlic  luorrowc. 
1.32     Tlie  xi  day  comyth  lyclie, 


IX.    As  the  pro 
pliecy  tells, 


all  things  on 
earth  shall  speak 
with  the  voice  of 
man  and  bemoan 
themselves. 


Jesu,  bring  us 
from  this  dread 
to  rest,  with  Thee, 


X.  A  daj'  of 
lamentation. 


The  Angels  shall 
kneel  before  God. 


Peter  and  his 
companions 
shall  not  dare  to 
speak. 

Heaven  and  earth 
shall  move  on- 
wards (?) 


Devils  shall  come 
out  of  hell 


and  pray  God  to 


let  them  como 
back  in  to  heaven. 


XI.  firoal  storms 
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Bhall  rage ; 

all  rocks  and 

stones  shall  dash 

together, 

and  all  the  world. 


The  Rainbow 
shall  be  twisted, 

and  the  Devils 
shall  run  back  to 
hell. 


XII.  This  day 
1-i  dreadful. 


Angels  shall  fall 

at  God's  feet  for 
us. 

Lord.be  merciful ! 
XIU.  or  this  day, 


no  one  can  tell 
half  the  sorrow. 


All  the  stones  on 
earth 


shall  drive ! 
a'jainst  one 
another 


'With  stronge  stormys  sykyrl^Tlie, 

And  alle  the  stonys  moclie  &  lyte 

Scholle  to-gedyr  sore  smyto  ; 
136     Alle  the  worUe  schaUe  to-dry ve  ; 

Wo  be  Jjey  fatt  ben  on  lyve  ! 

The  rayn  bowe  I^vryyd  schaUe  be, 

Grymlyche  In  sy3th  for  to  see. 
140     Tlian  the  deuelyn  sclialle  s^vy'de  ren, 

And  for  fere  to  helle  torn  ; 

God  wille  say,  "  ther  scliull  ye  be, 

Ther  scliall  ye  Avone  &  be  war," 
144     God  grownte  so  to  be-tyde 

Thatt  we  may  be  on  bettyr  syde  ! 

The  xij  day  ys  dredfulls  than. 

For  than  was  nener  schappe  of  man 
148     That  woUe  fatt  god  dyd  liyw*  rytli 

Ytf  he  d}Tst,  &  most  of  myth. 

Angelys  thatt  hym  se?'nyn  alle 

SclioU  for  vs  vppon  kneys  falle 
152     To  goddys  feett  for  our  syn  ; 

And  for  the  loue  of  aU  man  kyn. 

Lord  we  be-seche  the 

In  J>i  mercy  for  to  be  ! 
15G     Dredfully  comyth  the  xiij  day 

To  all  Jiatt  Abyde  hytt  may. 

Fro  the  begynnynge  of  Adamys  com 

Tylle  the  end  of  pe  day  of  dooine, 
IGO     iS^e  myth  no  man  in  booke  rede 

Half  the  sorow,  no'per  half  fe  drede, 

That  god  schaUe  say  than 

When  he  comyth  down  yn  schappe  of  man, 
1G4     For  alle  the  stonys  grett  and  smale 

Thatt  byth  in  erthe  wit/ioiityn  tale. 

All  they  sclialle  to-gedyr  drynge, 

And  euerychon  to  o^er  dynge  ; 
1G8     Thev  schall  ryse  &  grs'iid  so 
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Thatt  jju  fyr  fro  hem  sclialk;  go ; 

They  schall  Lren  also  Lrytli 

As  fe  fyr  of  po  doudyr  lyth. 
172     The  xiiij  day  ys  A  day  of  sorowe  ; 

Stronge  fyr  schalle  com  on  J?e  morow, 

Ther  schalle  nothyng  iu  Jjys  worlle  leve 

Butt  schalle  bren  to  morow  tyll  eve. 
17 G     Thys  passyth  nott  swythe  sone  ; 

On  tlie  morow  ys  pa  day  of  doome. 

The  XV  day  comyth  swythe  : 

For  euery  man  fat  Avas  on  lyve 
180     Fro  Adamys  tyme,  the  fyrst  man, 

Alle  to  the  dome  schalle  com  than, 

Eiie/'y  man  of  xxx*'  wynter  olde, 

All  schall  com  Jie  dome  to  be-liolde  ; 
184     Eue?y  man  schalle  ojjere  mete 

Att  the  mownte  of  olevett. 

Two  angelys  schall  hlowe  her  bemys  ; 

The  folke  schall  com  alle  attonys. 
188     FuUe  sore  than  they  may  Agryse 

Whan  they  simile  to  jje  dome  aryse, 

Two  angelys  schall  com  be-forne 

'With  jje  scorg^6",  and  w/t/i  the  crowne  of  thorn 
192     Wi't/i  drewry  cher  and  sory  mode 

As  hytt  on  hys  hedd  stode  ; 

And  the  sper  al  so  scharpe 

As  hytt  stod  on  hys  hertt. 
19G     For  no  enuy,  ne  for  no  pryde, 

Longer/.*'  hy?/i  stonge  dorow  Jje  sydo  : 

'Lon.'^eus  then  styll  stode, 

On  hys  fyngorys  ran  jjc  blod, 
200     He  strokyd  ther-w/t/i  hys  eyn  ryth, 

They  bc-coom  as  clcr  as  candylly3th. 

*'  Kynge  and  lord  full  of  pyte, 

Thys  mys-gylt  foil  for-yeue  me  ! 
20  1     I  dyd  hyt  for  non  evyll  dedc, 


so  tliat  fire  bliall 
fly  frum  tbeiu 

like  lightning. 

XIV.  FireshaU 
come  in  the 
morning  and 
bum  up  ever}' 
tiling  on  earth 
till  the  evening. 


XV.  Tlie  Day  of 

Doom. 

All  men  that 

have  lived  since 

Adam's  lime. 


ever}'  one  made  30 
years  old, 
shall  come 


to  Mount  Olivet. 

Two  angels  shall 
blow  their 
trumpets. 


two  shall  bring 
the  scourges  that 
beat  Christ.and  the 
Crown  of  Thorns 

as  it  stood  on 
His  head, 
with  the  spear, 

as  it  stood  on  His 
heart. 

(Longcus,  the 
soldier,  did  not 
pierce  Christ 
from  envy  or 
pride,  but 

put  Christ's 
blood  on  his  eyes, 
and  they  became 
as  clear  as  candle- 
light. 

'  Piteous  Lord, 
forgive  me,  who 
pierced  Thee,  my 
guilt.') 
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Angela  shall 
bring  the  Cross 
and  bloody  nails. 

Then  Christ,  sad, 
shall  come, 

and  say,  "  Man, 
see  what  I 
suffered  for  thee ! 
I  was 

crowned  with 

thorns. 

And  thou  lovedst 

to  swear  by  My 

eyes,  hair,  and 

pains. 


My  five  wounds, 
teeth,  tongue, 
heart,  lungs. 


side,  brains  and 
head, 

[1  ?  heved] 
nay.  My  soul. 

Such  shame  thou 
didst  me  ! 

Thou  wouldst  not 
feed  or  help  me. 

What  hast  thou 
suffered  for  Me  ?  " 

Then  comes  Our 
Lady,  weeping 

tears  of  blood. 


and  saying, 

"  King  and  Lord, 
nij'  sweet  Son, 

[2  ttme^ 

grant  me  to-day 
my  prayer. 
Lose  not  Thy 
handiwork 


Xojje;-  for  no  covetyse  of  mede." 
Angelys  schall  brenge  fe  rode  brytli, 
'With  blody  naylys  precyous  of  sytli. 
208     Then  comyth  our  lord  with  drewry  mode, 
^yytll  armys  I-spred  all  on  blod  : 
"  Man,  now  J)e  soth  Jjou  mayst  I-se, 
Whatt  I  siiiferd  lier  for  the. 
212     Thj's  passyon  I  sufferd  her  for  Jje : 

I-cronyd  I  was  with  thornys  of  a  tre  ; 
Thys  was  to  the  lelf  for  to  swere 
Be  my  cyn  &  be  mjni  her^, 
21 G     And  be  my  paynys  that  Avher  stronge. 
Man,  hytt  Avas  Jie  fulle  ryve 
To  sweri?  be  my  wowndys  fyve, 
Be  my  tethe  And  my  tonge, 
220     Be  my  hertt  and  be  my  longe, 

Hytt  thowyth  the  fuUe  grett  pryde 
For  to  swere  be  my  syde, 
Be  my  brayne  &  be  my  liedd  ;  ' 
224     be  my  sowle  I  was  ofte  be-revyd. 
Man,  hytt  was  full  grett  dyspyte 
So  oflfte  to  make  me  edwyte  ! 
Thou  woldyst  nott  clothe  me,  ne  fede, 
228     Thou  woldyst  nott  helpe  me  att  my  nede  ! 
jMan  offte  fou  hast  for-sworn  me  ! 
]\ran  what  sufferst  J)ou  for  me  1 " 
Than  comjiih  our  lady  hem  be-fore — 
232     In  blyssyd  tyme  was  she  I-bore — 
With  terys  rennynge  alle  on  blodd, 
Sore  wepjaige  with  dre"\vry  modd ; 
"  Fadyr,  &  son,  and  holygost, 
236     Kynge  and  lord  as  poii  Avost, 
j\Iy  swete  son,  I  praye  de  ^ 
My  bone  to  day  fou  grawnt  me  ! 
Thy  honde  warke  fat  jjou  hast  Avrowyth, 
2-10     My  derc  son,  for-lese  hem  noAvhte  ! 
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Thou  bowst  hem  wyth  fy  blodil 
And  with  pj  flessch  vppou  |)u  rode  ; 
My  swete  son,  I  pray  the 

244     For  all  mankynd  ])i(t  I  may  be  ; 
Graw[n]te  he»i  ]?y  swete  blysse, 
Kone  of  hem  jsatt  ])ou  ne  mysse." 
"Modyr,  thy  wUle  I-fullfyUyd  shall  be, 

248     Thy  bone  to  day  I  grawnt  hytt  fe  ; 
The  goode  y  Aville  lese  nowth, 
My  hondwerke  that  I  haue  wrowth. 
Thys  Jjatt  wallde  nott  serue  me, 

252     ]My  blysse  schalle  they  neue/'e  se, 
Into  payne  they  schalle  wende, 
To  haue  ^  hytt  euere  w/t7ioutyn  ende. 
My  chyldryn  fat  haue  seniyd  me, 

256     In  my  blysse  they  schall  enero  be ; 
Ye  scholl  com  with  me  to  heuyn 
"With  angelys  songe  and  mery  steuyn. 
And  he  clepyth  hym  be-fore, — 

2G0     In  blyssyd  tyme  Aver  they  I-bore, — 
He  spekyth  to  liem  myldelyche, 
"  Corny th  witJi  me  to  my  kyngdome  ryche." 
Lord  we  be-seche  jje 

264     Thy  swete  blysse  fatt  we  niott  se ; 
When  we  com  to  oure  \jYys  ende. 
Into  thy  blysse  fat  we  mot  wcnde, 
And  grawnt  vs  thatt  hytt  so  be  ! 

268     Amen,  Amen,  lord,  For  charite  ! 


bouglit  witli  Tliy 
blood. 


I  pray  Thee, 
grant  all  iiieii  Thy 
bliss ; 


"Mother,  lliy 
will  shall  be  dune. 


I  will  not  lose  the 
good. 

Those  who  would 
not  serve  Me 

shall  go  to  ever- 
lasting torment. 
[3  haue  repeated 
in  MS.] 

My  children,  who 
have  served  Me, 

shall  come  with 
Me  to  heaven." 


Lord,  grant  us 
to  see  Thy  bliss 
when  we  die ! 


Amen ! 


[For  the  meaning  of  1.  182,  see  Hampolc's  FricJie  of  Conscience^ 
cd.  Morris,  1863,  p.  135,  lis.  1983-90. 

pan  sal  alio  rysc  in  \>c  same  eld  f^an 
pat  God  had  fully  liero  als  man  .... 
pan  was  he  of  threty  yhere  elde,  and  twa, 
And  of  tlirc  moncthes  j^ar-with  alswa  ; 
In  \>^i  eldc  alio  sal  ryse  at  the  last 
"When  Jjai  here  f  c  grcte  hemes  hlust.] 
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Iju  nut  not  mtp,  tm 
Itnic  of  me. 


(the  virgin's  song  over  her  dead  son.) 


[MS.  0.  9.  38,  Trin.  Coll  Cambridge, 
mostly  as  pi'ose.] 


Written 


A  woman  fair 
sat  weeping 


over  lipr  (lead  son 
lying  in  her  lap, 


lamenting 
how  Jesus 
was  robbed  of 

his  life.    : 

sayinjr,  'Who 
cannot  weep, 
come  learn  of  me.' 


Sodenly  A-frayd,  lialfc  Avakynge  halfe  slepjTig, 
and  gretly  dysmayd,  A  woman  sate  wepyng, 
Wit/i  fauo2ir  in  here  face  far  passjTigc  my  reson, 
And  of  here  sore  woj^yng  pis  was  fe  encheson  ; 
Here  sone  yn  here  lappe  layd,  sche  scyd,  sleyu 

by  treson  : 
yf  wepyng  my3t  Type  be,  hit  semyd  then  jn  seson. 
Ihesus,  so  sche  sobbed, 
so  here  sone  was  bobbed 
And  of  hys  lyue  robbed  ; 
Seynge  thys  wordys  as  y  sey  the, 
"  Who  can  not  wcpe,  com  lerne  of  me." 


'I  cannot  weep." 


'  Nature  shall 
make  thee, 


thy  father  is 
dead ; 


my  son  is  robbed 
of  his  life.' 


12     y  seyd  y  cowdc  not  wepe,  y  was  so  hard  hertyd. 
Sche   answerd   me   schortly  with   wordys   })';ft 

smartyd, 
"  Lo,  nature  schall  meve  jje  ;    thow  must  be 

co??uertyd, 
thyn  owne  fadyr  thys  nyjth  ys    dede  ;"    thys 

schee  twhertyd  : 
IG     '^Ihesm,  so  my  sone  ys  bobbed, 
and  of  hys  lyue  robbed. 
Ifor  soth  then  y  sobbed 
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Veryfyyng  tliys  worilys,  seyng  to  the, 
20     Who  can  not  wepe  com  lerne  at  me." 

"Now,  brake  hert,y  the  praye  !  thys  cord  lyeth  -Break. my  heart! 

so  rillye,  for  my  son  so 

"^    '  foully  used. 

So  betyn,  so  woundyd,  Entretyd  so  fuly. 

What  wy3t  may  be-hold,  and  Avepe  not  ?  none  Who  could  sco 

.1  lumandnot 

''^^^JJ  weep?- 

24     to   see  my  dcd   dyre  sone  bledynge,  lo,   thys 
newly  ! " 

Euer  stylle  schee  sobbed,  So  stni  .he  .oi,hed 

So  here  sone  was  bobbed  S.'" '""  "" 

And  of  hys  Ijaie  robbed. 
28     ISTcwyng  these  wordys,  as  y  scy  the, 

''  Wlio  can  not  wepe,  com  lerne  at  me." 

On  me  sche  cast  here  yee,  and  seyd,  "  see,  man, 

thy  brother  ! " 
Sche  kyste  hym,  and  seyd,  "swete,  am  y  not  she  kissed  him; 
thy  niodyr  1  " 
32     And  swonynge  schee  fylle  ;  ther  hyt  wold  be  no  she  swooned; 
nothyr ; 
y  not  whych  more  dedlye,  the  tone  or  the  todjx 
yett  sche   reuyued,  and  sobbed  and  reviving,  she 

how  here  sone  was  bobbed  Lt  wastbS 

36     &  of  hys  lyuc  robbed. 

"  Wlio  can  not  wepe,"  thys  ys  the  lay,  and  then  vanished 

And  with  that  wordys  schee  vanyschyd  A- way.  •.  "'*''^" 

ffinis. 
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%\t  gcatjj  of  |.rrl]I)i.5Jiop  ^tropc 

(who    was   beheaded,    8   JUNE,    1405). 

[From  MS.  R.  4.  20,  Trln.  Coll.  Camhmlje,  on  a 
blank  leaf  at  the  end  of  Lydgates  Sle'je  of  Thel)es.'\ 


Wise  Bishop 
Scrope 
is  dead. 


but  by  Blary's 
liflp  he  may 
rise  to  heaven. 


Hay  hay  hay  hay  thjnike  on  Whitsonmonday. 
The  bysshop  Scrope  that  was  so  wyse 
Nowe  is  he  dede  and  lowe  he  lyse  hay 

To  hevyns  hlys  yhit  may  he  ryse 
Thurghe  helpe  of  Marie  that  niylde  may 


On  the  liill 
he  took 

his  death  riglit 
willingly. 


When  he  was  broght  vnto  the  hylic? 
He  held  hyiTi  both  mylde  and  stylle 
He  toke  his  deth  Av/t/i  fulle  gode  wylle 
8     As  I  haue  herde  fulle  trewe  men  say 


hay 


nis  executioner 
knelt  to  him 
and  asked  his 
forgiveness. 


He  granted  it, 

asking  for  five 

strokes 

to  send  him 

to  heaven. 


He  that  shidde  his  dethe  be 
He  kneled  downe  vppon  his  kne  hay 

Lord  yot^r  deth  forgyffe  it  me 
12     Fidle  hertly  here  to  yowe  I  pray 

Here  I  wylle  the  co??^mende 
y"*  gyfF  me  fyve  strokys  -witli  thy  hende     hay 
And  then  my  wayes  y"  latt  me  wende 
16     To  hevyns  blys  that  lastys  ay 


[Compare  HaU's  Clironiclc,  Hen.  IV.  fol.  xxv  (cd.  looO)  W.  A.  W.] 
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EXTRACT  FROM  HALLE  AS  TO  ARCHHISIIOF  SCROPE'S 
DEATH.  ED.  1543  ?(HY.  ELLIS)  FOL.  XXV. 

KYNG  HEXRY  THE  JIII. 

U  THE  SIXT  YERE.    • 

IX  this  yere  tlio  Earle  of  Xortliiiuiber-  t,,,^  ,.,   ti.o  Eari  of 
0  ineM    Northumberland 

lanJe,  which  bare  styll  a  venemous  ^^^'^'  conspired  with 
scorpion  in  his  cankered  heart,  and  conlde 
not  desist  to  inuent  and  deuise  waies  and  nieanes  howe 
to  be  reuenged  of  kpig  Henry  and  his  fan  tours,  began 
secretely  to  communicate  his  interior  imaginacions  and 
priuie  thoughtes  Avith  Eichard  Scrop,  Archebishop  of  Arciibishop 

Scrope, 

Yorke,    brother   to    william   lord    Scrop,    treasorer   of 
England,  Avhome  kyng  Henry  (as  you  have  heard)  be- 
headed at  the  towne  of  Bristow,  and   Avitli   Thomas  Eari  Mowbray. 
Mowberey,   erle  Marshal,  sonne   to  Thomas  duke  of 
Norffolke,    for   kyng   Henries   cause   before   banished 
the  realme  of  England,  and   with   the  lordes,   Hast- 
ynges,    Fauconbridge,     Bardolfe,    and    diverse    other  and  others.against 
whiche  he  knewe  to  beare  deadely  hate  and    inward 
grudge   toward    the   kjaig.      After    long    consultacion  iienry. 
had,  it  was  finally  concluded  and  determined  amongest  and  aii  agreed  to 
theym,  that  all  they,  their  frcndes  and  alios,  with  all 
their   power,   should   mete  at   Yorkeswold    at    a    day  meet  at  Yorkos- 
appointed,  and  that  therlo  oi  JSorthumberland  should  appointed, 
be   chefctaine   and   supreme   gouernour  of  tlio    armie, 
which  promised  to  bring  with  liim  a  great  number  of 
Scottes. 

This  setlicious  conspiracye  was  not  so  secretly  kept, 
nor  so  closely  cloked,  but  that  the  kyng  therof  had 
knoAvlcdgo,  and  was  fully  aduertisod.  wlicrfore  to  pre- 
sent the  time  of  their  assembly,  ho,  with  .suche  power  nut  t.efore  this 
as  he  could  sodainly  gather  togotlier,  with  all  tliligo/K'o  nor'i'hwnrds,"^ 
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and  ap]>reliended 
ArchljisUo)) 
Scrope  and  others, 

who  were  all 
doomed  to  die  on 
AVhit-Monday 

outside  York. 


Seditious  .\sscs 
eaid  tliat  at  tlic 


Archbishop's 
execution, 
when  he  asked  for 
f>  strokes,  re- 
membering 
Chi-ist's  5  loounds, 
King  Henry  had 
6  strokes  in  the 
neck; 
which  is  a  lie. 


What  shall  we 


think  of  these 
beastly  persons. 


these  jugglers  and 
railere  ? 


Let  wise  men 
judge. 


marched  toward  the  Il^orth  parties,  and  vsed  suche  a 
celeritie  in  his  ioiirney  that  he  was  thither  come  with 
all  his  hoste  and  power  hefore  the  confederates  hearde 
any  inkelyng  of  his  marchjaig  forward ;  and  sodainly 
there  wer  apprehended  the  archebishop,  the  earle 
]\IarshaU,  su-  John  Lam}dey,  and  sir  Eobart  Plumpton. 
These  persomies  wer  arrained,  atteinted,  and  adiudged 
to  die  ;  and  so  on  the  Monday  in  Whytson  weke  aU 
they  wdthoute  the  Citie  of  Yorke  were  beheadded. 

Here  of  necessitie  I  ought  not,  nor  will  not,  forgeate 
how  some  foolishe  and  fantasticall  personnes  haue 
wrytten,  howe  erronius  Ippocrites  and  sedicyous  Asses 
haue  endited,  howe  supersticious  Fryers  and  malycioua 
Menkes  haue  declared  and  diuulged — bothe  contrary  to 
goddes  doctrine,  the  honoure  of  their  prince,  and 
common  knowen  veritie — that  at  the  howre  of  tlie 
cxecucion  of  this  Bishop  (which  of  the  Execucioner 
deshed  to  haue  hue  strokes  in  remembramice  of  the 
fiue  womides  of  Christ)  the  kyng  at  the  same  tymo 
syttyng  at  diner  ]iad  .v.  strokes  in  his  necke  by  a 
person  inxiisible,  &  w^as  incontinently  striken  with  a 
leprey;  Avhich  is  a  manifest  lye,  as  you  shall  after 
plaincly  perceiue. 

What  shall  a  man  say  of  suche  writers  whiche  toke 
upon  them  to  knowe  the  secretes  of  Goddes  iudgement  ? 
what  shall  men  thinkc  of  suche  beastly  persones, 
whiche,  regardyng  not  their  bounden  dutie  and 
obeisance  to  their  prynce  &  souerain  Lorde,  enuied  the 
punishment  of  traiters  and  torment  of  offe?Klers.  But 
■what  shall  all  men  coniecture  of  suche  whyche,  fauor- 
ynge  theyr  owne  worldly  dignitie,  their  OAvne  priuat 
auctorite,  their  OAvne  peculiar  profit,  wyl  thus  iuggle, 
raile,  and  unagine  fantasies  agaynst  their  soueraigne 
lorde  and  Prince,  and  put  them  in  memorye  as  a 
miracle  to  his  dyshonor  and  perpetuall  infamy :  well 
let  wyse  men  iudge  w^hat  I  haue  said. 


GLOSSAEY. 


Abie,  p.  2G,  1.  130;  p.   9G,  1.  22, 

pay  for,  atone  for;  A.S.  ahicyan. 
Abo  we,  p.  97,  Y.  C9,  bow,  bend, 

humble. 
Adwiten,  p.  70,   1.    396,  blame, 

accuse;  A.S.  edwitan. 
A3enseid,  p.  94,  1.  100,  denied. 
Aggregidist,  p.  52,  1.  346,  aggre- 

ger,  to  aggravate.    Cotgrave. 
Agryse,  p.  123, 1.  188,  A.S.  agnj- 

san,  to  fear. 
Among,  p.  81,  1.  59,  at  intervals, 

'amonge,  or  sum  tyme,  inter- 

dum,  quandoque.^  P.  Parv. 
Apeele,  p.  71,  1.  433,  Fr.  appeler, 

to  accuse,  appeacli,  or  charge 

with.  Cot. 
Aslake,  p.  80, 1.  47,  A.S.  aslacicm, 

slacken,  dissolve. 
Aslope,  p.  54,  1.  427,  aside. 
Asswage,  p.  79, 1.  10,  quiet  down; 

Fr.  assouvager,  to  assuage,  quiet, 

still,  pacific.  Cot. 
Attir,  p.  24,  1.  62,  poisonous. 
Auauntagc,  at  his,  p.  81,  1.  70,  in 

his  power,  control. 
Awaite,  p.  76,  1.  593,  1  watch. 

Balke,  i>.  92,  1.  47,  baulk,  a  mess 
of  his  life. 


Beerde,    p.    13,    1.    50,    woman, 

maiden. 
Beete,  p.  12,  1.  11,  A.S.  gchetan, 

to  amend,  atone  for. 
Bemys,  p.  123,  1.  186,  trumpets; 

A.S.  heme. 
Bigoon,  p.  16, 1.  40,  overwhehned; 

A.S.  hegdn,  to  go  over. 
Bihatid,  p.  82,  1.  24,  thoroughly 

hated. 
Bihi3t,  p.  19, 1. 52,  promised;  A.S. 

hehdten. 
Bikir,  p.  46,  1.  15,  strife. 
Binam,  p.  92,   1.  34,  took  away 

from  ;  A.S.  hendm. 
Bitake,  p.  20, 1.  74,  commit;  A.S. 

hetoican. 
Bleere,  p.  60,  1.  78,  mock,  scorn; 

'  I  gyue  him  the  best  counsaylo 

I  can,  and  the  knaue  hleareth 

his  tonge  at  me,  tirer  la  kmgiie.' 

Palsgrave. 
Blynne,  p.  97,  1.  66,  cease. 
Bljaie,  p.  46,  L  177;  p.  96,  1.  30, 

quickly. 
Bobbed,    p.    126,  1.   8,   beaten  ; 

'bobet  on  the  heed,  coiq)  de 

jwii/g.^  I'alsgrave. 
Boone,  p.  6,  1.  21,  prayer;  A.S. 

ben. 
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Bote,  p.  11,  I.  104,  remedy  ;  A.S. 
hot 

Boteles,  p.  108,  1.  42,  remediless. 

Breme,  p.  102,  1.  31,  ]iiot  A.S. 
hreme,  glorious,  but  '  hrym  or 
fers.   Ferns,  ferox.'  Pr.  Parv. 

Broode,  p.  37, 1. 77,  abroad,  about. 

Careful,  p.  IG,  1.  39,  full  of  care 

and  trouble. 
Cesoun,  p.  42,  1.  28,  ?  seizin,  pos- 
session, or  '  take  a  cesoun,'  stay 

a  season  or  time. 
Cliesoun,  p.  42,1.  32, cause, reason; 

O.Fr.  achaison,  occasion. 
Clcn<?,  p.  1,  1.  7,  pure;    'Clene, 

mundus,  jnirus.'  Pr.  Parv. 
Clennesse,  p.  64,  1.  197,  purity. 
Clinge,  p.  85,  1.  68  ;  p.  89,  1.  20, 

A.S.  cJlngan,  to  wither,  cling, 

or  shrink  up. 
Conclude,  p.  77,  1.  605,  shut  up. 
Contrarie,  p.  37, 1.  87,  go  contrary 

to. 
Coorde,  p.  38, 1. 1 1 1, accord,  agree. 
Coost,  p.  34,  1.    63,  Fr.  cosU,  a 

coast  or  quarter.  Cotgrave. 
Countirtaile,  p.    71,  1.  416,    Fr. 

contretaiUe,  the  one  part  of  a 

tallie,  or  score,  ah-eadie  marked, 

or  notched.   Cotgrave. 
Croppys,  p.  120, 1.  68,  tops  ;  A.S. 

cro}),  top,  bimch,  berry. 
Cunne,  p.  114, 1.  15,  A.S.  cunnan, 

to  know. 
Cus,  p.  12,  1.  22,  kiss;  A.S.  cus, 

C1JSS. 

Daswen,  p.  68,  1.  338,  become 
dazed  or  dim ;  l)u.  iluijsfer,(\.im. 

Defie,  p.  95,  1.  6,  foar  for? 

Delice,  p.  78, 1.  633;  Delijs,  p.  42, 
1.  43,  Fr.  deh'ces,  delights,  plea- 
sures. 

Dere,  p.  110,  ].  67,  injure;  A.S. 
derian, 

Derworfiest,  p.  52,  1.  352,  A.S. 


deoncurde,  precious,  of  great 
value. 

Ditfence,  p.  60,  1.  63,  Fr.  defense , 
answer,  argument. 

Discure,  p.  63,  1.  165,  discover. 

Dispence,  p.  63,  1.  157,  gain,  re- 
ward 1 

Disceynable,  p.  86, 1.  7,  deceitful. 

Disperage,  p.  74,  1.  508,  incon- 
gruity ;  O.Fr.  desparagcf,  to 
otter  vnto,  or  impose  on,  a  man 
\Tiiit,  or  unworthie  conditions. 
Cot. 

Dond^T,  p.  118,  1.  24,  thunder. 

Drewis,  p.  60,  1.  66  ?  draughts. 

Drynge,  p.  122, 1.  166,  A.S.  ^rin- 
gan,  throng,  rush. 

Dwynne,  p.  27,  1.  176,  dAvindle ; 
A.S.  dwinan,  to  pine,  fade, 
waste  away. 

Edwyte,  p.  124,  1.  226,  reproach, 

twitting;  A.S.  edwite,  reproach, 

disgrace,  contumely. 
Encheson,  p.  10,  1.  75,  occasion; 

0.  French,  achaison. 
Ensure,  p.  18,  1.  9,  cock  sure. 
Entensioun,  p.  21,  1.  92,  ?  excuse, 

or  mind. 
Ernest,  p.  69, 1.  350,  harvest;  A.S. 

hcerfest. 

Faite,  p.  77, 1. 595,  Ideceive ;  O.Fr. 

^  faiteus,  criminel,  conpable.' 
Fare,  p.  95, 1. 13,  goings  on,  ways, 

life. 
Fawe,  p.  96,  1.  28,  fain,  glad. 
Felle,  p.  25,  1.  92,  ?  fail,  or  fell. 
Fen,  p.  26,  1.  121,  mire,  mud. 
Fere,  p.  38,  \.  Ill,  company;  in 

fere,  together. 
Fere,   p.    86,   1.    16,   companion, 

person. 
Filist,  p.  114,  I  3,  defilest. 
Flaite,  p.  75,  1.  532,  Du.  vleyden, 

to  iiatter,  to  sooth,  or  to  entice 

with  faire  [words].   Hexham. 
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Flcnic,  p.  18,  1.  17,  Laiiisli;  A.S. 

Jjiimnn. 
Florische,  p.  89,  1.  18,  ornauicut, 

deck. 
Foisoun,  p.  43,  1.  G-t,  Fr.  folson, 

pleutie,  great  fuUnesse.  Cot. 
Fondid,  p.  8,  1.  23,  tried  ;  A.S. 

fandian,  to  try. 
Foondi,  p.  95,  1.'  13,  try. 
Foonued,  p.  96,  1.  33,  foolisli'? 
For,  p.  19,  1.  35,  40,  because. 
Forbeere,  p.  60,  1.  76,  restrain. 
Forclonge,  p.  18,  1.  31,  A.S.  clln- 

gan,  to  wither,  pine,  or  shrink 

up  ;  fordnnqen,  shrunk. 
Forlete"  p.  30,'  I.  250,  A.S. /o?-- 

hutan,  to  let  go. 
Forjji,  p.  24,  1.  89,  for  that  reason. 
Foulden,  p.  73, 1.  485,  ?foId,  bend. 
Frame,  p.  44,  1.  97,  1,  A.S.  freme, 

profit,  advantage. 
Frau3te,  p.  76, 1. 590,  freight,  load. 
Frike,  p.  23,  1.  26,  glad,  joyful ; 

A.S.  friciaii,  to  dance,  frisk. 

Gesoun,  p.  64,  1.  206,  1  Fr.  ge.9se, 

a  common  sinke  or  sewer ;  a 

gutter  for  the  voiding  of  ordure. 

Cotgr.     Not.   E.  geasorij  rare, 

strange. 
Gist,  p.  93,  1.  63,  show. 
Glewe,  p.  29,  1.  236,  A.S   gleow, 

joy,  mirth,  glee. 
Grame,  p.  63,  L  168,  A.S.  grama, 

anger,  rage,  wrath. 
Grcede,  p.  14,  1.  73,  greet,  moan ; 

A.  S.  gndan,  to  weep,  cry  out. 
Gril,  p.  83,  1.  12,  sharp,  unkind; 

O.N.  grila.  H.  Coleridge. 

Hadde-y-wist,  p.  73,  1.  497,  had- 
I-known  (what  would  have 
happened),  aftcu'-regret. 

Ilapjie,  p.  89,  1.  20,  wrap  over, 
cover  for  defence  ;  I  si.  hijiiia, 
Jamieson. 

llarcwidc,  j).  53, 1.  385,  tore  open. 


llawe,  p.  121,  1.   97,   A.S.  hrh, 

hole,  den. 
He,  \).  59,  1.  39,  they. 
Hende,  p.  7,  1.  25,  gentle, 
llildande,  p.  23,  1.  55,  beholden. 
Hirde,  p.  17,  1.  52,  A.S.  lilrde,  a 

shepherd. 
Ho,  p.  14,  1.  71,  halt,  stop. 
Homeli,  p.  63,  1.  163,  familiar. 
Hore,  p.  83, 1.  13,  hoar,  hoariness. 
Hote,  p.  41, 1.  15,  be  called  ;  A.S. 

hat  an. 

like,  p.  23,  1.  54,  everv. 

Insi3t,  p.  66,  L  250 ;  p.^Gg,  1.  339, 

'  insyght,  inspexio,  circumspec- 

cio.''  Proniptorium. 

Kinde,  p.  20,  L  59,  nature. 
Kijje,  p.  11,   L  92,  show  ;   A.S. 

i'l/dan,  to  make  known,  declare, 

show. 
Kynde,  p.  9,  L  53,  nature  ;   A.S. 

ge-cijiid. 
Kyndeli,  p.  8,  1.  19,  natural;  A.S. 

ge-cgndelic. 

Lappid,  p.  3, 1.  50,  wrapped;  'Lap- 

pyn,    or   whappyn    yn    clo|)ys 

(ha])iiyn  to-gedyr,  wrap  togeder 

in  clothes).   La-olro.'  P.  I'arv. 
Lau^t,  ]).  30,  1.^249  ;  p.  76,  1.  586, 

caught,  taken  ;  A.S.  hvccan,  to 

seize. 
Leeme,  p.  52,  1.  335,  A.S.  Jcoiua, 

light,  ilame. 
Leepis,  p.  47,L181;p.  72,1451, 

A.S.  lenji,  a  basket,  hamper. 
Leere,  p.  8, 1. 5,  teach ;  A.S.  heran. 
Lees,  p.  16,  L  45,  lies. 
Leit,  p.  48,  1.  226  ;  Leite,  p.  52, 

1.  355,  lightning ;  A.S.  Hiding. 
Lende,   p.  23,  1.    41,    lent;    A.S. 

Jciii'd. 
Lent,  p.  105,  1.  26,  put   away?; 

?A.S.  Icngde,  put  oil',  jierf.  of 

Ici/g/'an. 
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Lete,  p.  28,  1.  186,  leave,  cease  ; 
A.S.  la'fdp,  let  go. 

Lewide,  p.  G7, 1.  303,  laj^ ,  ignorant. 

Leye,  p.  95,  1.  2,  field  after  the 
crop  is  cut,  clover  ley,  &c.  ;  1  not 
A.S.  Iag7(,  a  district  in  "wliich  a 
certain  law  "vvas  in  force. 

Likerose,  p.  20,  1.  55,  lecherous. 

Likid,  p.  8,  1.  16,  pleased. 

Liking,  p.  3,  1.  50,  pleasant. 

Likinge,  p.  92, 1.  49  ;  p.  93,  1.  77, 
81,  lust. 

Likingly,  p.  91,  1.  20,  pleasantly. 

List,  p.  4,  L  3  ;  A.S.  lid,  Avisdom, 
science,  power,  foculty ;  hjst, 
desire,  love,  admiration. 

Lome,  p.  121,  1.  120,  frequently; 
A.S.  gel 6 me. 

Maistrie,  p.  20, 1.  80,  mastery,  (see 
p.  33,  1.  58,)  ?  not  tricks." 

Mammillis,  p.  1, 1.5,  breasts,  paps; 
Pappe,  MamiUa.  P.  Parv. 

Maugre,  p.  65,1. 215,  reviling,  rail- 
ing ;  Fr.  mangreer,  to  curse,  re- 
uile  extreamly,  raile  on  de- 
spightfullj'. 

Mawmetis,  p.  45,  1. 118,  idols. 

Medele,  p.  20,  1.  86,  mingle. 

Meene,  p.  1, 1.  4,  remember ;  A.S. 
mtjenan. 

Meete,  p.  1,  1.  6,  food. 

]\IeUe,  p.  53,  1.  387,  meddle. 

Mengid,  p.  59,  1.  51,  A.S.  men- 
gian,  mix,  mingle. 

Mett,  p.  118, 1.  15,  measure  ;  A.S. 
mete. 

Mydmore,  p.  83,  1.  17,  mid- 
morning. 

M}Tide,  p.  9,  1.  25,  ?  mention,  or 
A.S.  mgne,  memory. 

^lynne,  p.  24,  1.  78,  remember. 

Myscheue,  p.  90,  1.  46,  come  to 
grief. 

Mystire,  p.  76,  1.  572,  need  ;  Fr. 
niestier,  need,  lacke,  necessitie, 
want.    Cotgrave. 


Xempnc,  p.  6,  1.  7,  nanio  ;  A.S. 

nemnan. 
Xewyng,  p.  127,  1.  28,  renewing, 

repeating. 
Xuy^ed,  p.   lOG,  1.   13,  annoyed, 

troubled. 
ISTyce,  p.   53,  1.  390,  Fr.   niai's,  a 

simple,    witlesse,    and     vnex- 

perienced   gull.      Nice,  lither, 

lazie,   sloathfuU,  dull,  simple. 

Cot. 
Xj-m,  p.  53,  1.  371,  take;  A.S. 

niman,  to  take. 

Of,  p.  98,  1.  101,  from. 
Ore,  p.  119,  1.  57,  mercy. 
Ouerhope,  p.  68,  1.  331,  too  much 
confidence,  sanguineness. 

Paieth,  p.  24,  1.  58,  pleases. 
Pay,  p.    14,    1.    80,    satisfaction, 

pleasure  ;  paije,  satislied,  con- 
tented.   Cotgrave. 
Pilis,  p.  64,  1.  182,  peels,  holds, 

castles. 
Pi3t,  p.  3,  1.  61,  pitched  ;  p.  4,  \. 

13;    p.  94,  1.   90,  placed;    p. 

12,  1.  16,  pvit,  dressed. 
Pooste,  p.  43,  1.  79,  power. 
Port,  p.  93,  1.  85,  mien. 
Prest,  p.  45,  1.  116,  quickly. 
Prou3,  p.   50,  1.  288,  advantage, 

profit ;  Fr.  proii. 
Pure,  p.  18,  1.  11,  purify. 
Pui-sue,    p.    ^'^,    1.    328,    follow, 

strive. 
Put,  p.  73,  1.  475,  throw,  casting. 

Queed,  p.  6,  1.   18,  wicked  one, 

devil ;  Dutch,  qriaad. 
Qwart,  p.  23,  1.  2,  of  good  heart 

or  cheer  ;   O.Fr.  quor,  courage. 
Qweme,    p.     18,    L     15,     A.S. 

cweman,  to  please. 

Pace,  p.   48,  1.    238,   A.S.    nvs, 
rusli,  attack  ;  cp.  \m\lrace. 
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Ea)jor,  p.  88,  1.  IG,  earlier,  sooner. 
Eajjir,  p.  SG,  1.  9,  preferable. 
Eeleef,  p.  47,  1.  181,  leavings. 
Eeiuewe,  p.  20,  1.  GO,  remove. 
Eere,  p.    70,  1.    379,   late.    Mere 

suppers  are  complained  of  in 

Waddington  (b.  1300),  Eobert 

of    Brunne,     1303,    a.d.,    and 

many  other  writers. 
Eereage,  p.  73,  1.  483,  arrears. 
Eeuejj,   p.    30,   1.   257,  bereaves, 

takes  away. 
Ei3t,    p.    4G,    1.     170,    upright, 

straight. 
Eijfe,  p.  92,  1.   29,  mucli  ;  Du. 

rijf,  rife,  abundant. 
Eomage,  p.  93,  1.  GO,  roaming. 
Eoujte,  p.  3G,  1.  38,  recked  ;  A.S. 

7'6/ite. 
Eowne,  p.  G3,  1.  1G3,  whisper. 
Euli,  p.    10,  1.   6S,  grievous;  p. 

89,  1.  27,  sad,  mournful ;  A.S. 

hreoio,  grief,  penitence  ;  hreow- 

liii,  cruel,  mournful. 
Eyve,  p.  124,  1.  217   (see  rljfe), 

customary,  frequent. 

Sadli,  p.  8,  1.  7,  fixedly. 

Sale,  p.  57, 1.  502  ;  Fr.  salle,  hall. 

Saug3te,  y.  7G,  1.  592,  A.S.  saht, 
reconciled. 

Sau^ten,  p.  108,  1.  38,  reconcile ; 
A.S.  si'litlan.  Note  the  cliange 
to  soften  in  the  later  text,  p. 
109.' 

Schende,  p.  11,  1.  118,  shame,  dis- 
grace, ruin ;  A.'Q.sceond,  shame, 
disgrace. 

Schendijj,  p.  53,  1.  374,  A.S. 
scendun,  to  confound,  shame, 
reproach,  revile. 

Scliille,  p.  65,  1.  232  ;  schylle 
and  sliarpe,  ar.iifu.<t,  sonorus. 

Scliowr,  p.  44,  1.  9G,  A.S.  scur, 
l)attle,  figlit. 

Sconfititli,  p.  4G,  1.  154,  dis- 
comfits. 


Scryue,  p.  58,  1.  2,  describe. 

Secke,  p.  7G,  1.  589,  sack,  bag. 

See,  p.  13,  1.  54,  seat. 

Seelde,  p.  41,  1.  G,  seldom. 

Seete,  p.  37,  1.  89,  set. 

Sege,  p.  2,  1.  35,  seat ;  Fr.  su'ge. 

Seruile,  p.  104,  1.  15,  of  service, 

of  business. 
Sijke,  p.    78,  1.    634,    sickness; 

Du.  zieck,  sick. 
Sikir,  p.  33,  1.  50,  certain,  sure. 
Skile,   p.  9,  1.  33,  reason ;   O.N. 

sJa7. 
Slake,  p.  11, 1.  112,  become  slack, 

cease. 
Slidir,  p.  49,  1.  2G9,  slyd^T  (or 

swypyr  as  a  wey).     Lubrici/s, 

P.  Parv. 
Smerte,  p.  93,  1.  G7,  smart,  pain, 

prick. 
Soote,  p.  29,  1.  248,  sweet  one. 
Spaynel,  p.  91,  1.  4,  spaniel;  Fr. 

e.-^pagneid,  a  Spaniell.     Cot. 
Spousebriche,     p.     47,     1.     188, 

adultery. 
Spurne,  p.  43, 1.  76,  A.S.  spurnan, 

to  strike  with  the  heel ;  p.  91, 

1.  11,  spurned. 
Spute,  p.  46,  1.  164,  dispute. 
Stabilte,  p.  26,  1.    144,  fixedness, 

firmness. 
Stie,  p.  90,  1.  48,  ascend. 
Sti3,  p.  55, 1.  460,  ascended ;  AS. 

stujim,  to  ascend,  rise. 
Stintith,  p.  116,  1.  62,  stoppeth. 
Sue,  p.  20, 1.  68,  follow. 
Sutt'raunce,    p.    33,    1.     50,     Fr. 

sonff ranee,  sufierance,  forbear- 
ance, patience,  abiding. 
Sunge,   p.   110,  1.   73,  sin;  A.S. 

synglan. 
Sui)erllue,    p.    89,    1.    30,    super- 

fiuous. 
Swarte,    p.     119,     1.     33,    dark, 

black  (swarthy). 
Swing,     p.     2S,'    1.     203,     A.S. 

siriin/dii,  to  wliip,  scoui'ge. 
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Swife,  p.  69,  1.  348,  quickly. 
Swyde,  p.  122,  1.  140,  quickly. 
Swj'Bk,  p.  89, 1.   32,  A.S.  strlnc, 

labour,      yesicinc,       affliction, 

torrueut. 

Teiuynge,  p.  4,  1.  20,  childbirth ; 

A.S.  team,  offspring  ;  tedinia)i, 

teman,  to  propagate,  beget. 
Tende,  p.  69,  1.   369  ;  tenden,  p. 

41,  1.  6,  attend. 
Tens,   p.   24,  1.   71,    A.S.   tedna, 

injury,  wrong. 
}5at  fat,  p.  51,  i.  310,  that  Avhioh. 
J5ee,  p.  63,  1.  176,  thrive. 
Jpertille,   p.  9,    1.   37,  thereto,   in 

addition. 
Jpirle,  p.  26,  L  147,  })icrce  ;  A.S. 

^l}i|■Jlan. 
}pole,  p.  23,  1.    27,  A.S.  ])oUan, 

sulTcr. 
j3rong,  p.  13,  1.  27,  driven,  forced; 

A.S.  pnngan,  to  press,  crowd. 
Jprou^,  p.  13,  1.  32,  A.S.  pitth,  a 

chest,  coffin,  sepulchre,  grave. 
Tille,  p.  27,1.  168,  to. 
Toberste,  p.  30,  1.  251,  burst  all 

to  pieces. 
Tobreke,  p.  29,  1.  247,  lu-eak  to 

pieces. 
Torent,  p.  20, 1.  82,  rent  to  pieces. 
Towe,  p.  120,  1.  29,  tough,  har.sh; 

A.S.  Wt. 
Towyth,  p.  121,  1.  108,  thought. 
Twhertyd,  p.  126, 1.  15,  retorted? 

A.S.  Inceurfan,  to  turn. 
Twynne,  p.  23,  1.  37,  separate. 
T}Tie,  p.  25,  1.  103,  A.S.  tynany 

to  hedge  in,  enclose,  shut,  close. 

Uertu,    p.    67,    1.    300,    power, 
strength. 

Yertu,    p.    72,     1.    455,    power, 

strength. 
Vncele,  p.  106, 1.  21,  unhappiness. 
Yndirfonge,  p.  69,  1.  367,  receive, 


take;  A.S.  underfangan,  under- 
take, receive. 

Vndirnome,  p.  50,  1.  289,  ?  took- 
est  up  or  under,  objectedst  to  ; 
A.S.  undermman,  to  undertake, 
comprehend. 

Vngo,  p.  121,  1.  118,  ■?  vn  for  inn, 
round;  A.S.  ymhgan,  go  round. 

Vndren,  p.  84,  L  25,  A.S.  undern, 
the  third  hour,  9  a.m.,  extend- 
ing also  to  noon. 

Vnleueful,  p.  110,1.  74,  unlawful. 

Ynne])e,  p.  70,  1.  373,  A.S.  nn- 
ffW/ce, uneasily,  with  diiliculty, 
scarcely,  hardly. 

Ynourne,  p.  71,  1.  404,  A.S. 
vnornllc,  old,  worn. 

Ynsau^,te,  p.  108,  1.  37,  unfriend- 
ly; A.S.  scht,  friendship,  peace; 
nnseht,  Avant  of  friendship,  en- 
mity. Note  the  unsoft  of  the 
later  text,  p.  1 09. 

Ynschent,p.  106,1. 6. unpunished. 

VnskilfuUy,  p.  112,  1.  90,  un- 
reasonably; see  skil. 

Ynsperid,  p.  41,  1.  15,  set  free, 
unlocked  ;  '  speryn,  or  schet- 
tyn,  duudo;  speryn  an<l  schette 
Avvthe  lokkys.  Sero,  obsero.'  Pr. 
Parv. 

^Yaitist,  p.  50,  1.  288,  plannest. 
Wake,  p.  32,  1.  8.  ;  p.  99,  1.  141, 

watch ;  A.S.  icuican. 
"\Yan,  p.  13, 1. 41,  wonnst,  wentest. 
Waterless,  p.   20,  1.  53,  without 

water. 
Wedde,  p.  10,  1.  60,  pledge  ;  A.S. 

teed. 
Wede,  p.  12, 1.  18,  garment ;  A.S. 

treed. 
Welkid,  p.  24, 1.  d^,  faded,  turned 

white ;  A.S.  wealcere,  a  fuller, 

a  whitener  of  cloths. 
Wem,  p.  83,  1.  13,  spot,  A.S.  ivein. 
Wente,  p.  9,  1.  51,  gone. 
Were,  p.  106,  107,  1.  2,  danger; 
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A.S.   we);  a  fine  for  slaying  a 

man;  p.  116,  1.  87,  donbt  ? 
"Weuere,  p.  77,   1.    603,   weaver, 

contriver,  schemer. 
White,    p.    72,    1.    450,    qnick, 

active ;  same  as 
■VVi3te,  p.   63,  1.    150;    Sw.  vig, 

active  ;   '  wijte,    or  dely  vyr,  or 

swyfte,Agilis,velox.'  Pr.  Parv. 
AVijth,   p.   13,  1.  41,   swiftly,  or 

powerfully. 
Wijs,  p.  98,  1.  94,  teach. 
Wis,  p.  11,  1.  115;  Wisse,  p.  14, 

1.  68;  A.S.  tcissiaii,  to  instruct, 

guide,  govern. 
Wite,  p.  34,  1.  67  ;  p.  99,  1.   4, 

know;  A.S.  icitau. 
Wiyte,  p.  35, 1.  8,  16,  &c.,  blame, 

reproach,   impute,   ascribe  to ; 

A.S.  witcm,  lo'dian. 
Wone,  p.  11,  1.  120,  dwell;  A.S. 

wimiaiu 
Woniynge,  p.  28, 1.  199,  dwelling. 


Woost,  p.  39,  1.  35,  knowest. 

"Worschipide,  p.  53,  1.  401,  hon- 
oured. 

Wreche,  p.  16,  1.  35,  vengeance; 
A.S.  loruic. 

3eerc,  p.  G5,  1.  244  ;  p.  07,  1.  286, 

'?A.S.  goxire,  certainly. 
3eme,  p.  52,  1.  340 ;  A.S.  glman, 

govern,  take  care  of. 
3ernynge,  p.  28,  1.  197,  j^earning, 

tlesire. 
5ore,  p.  92,  1.  35,  formerly. 
Ytiet,  p.  92,  1.  37,  fled,  gone. 
Yhit,  p.  128,  1.  3,  yet. 
Yloore,  p.  79, 1.  5,  lost;  A.S.  loren. 
Ymet,  p.  81,  1.  74,  dreamt;  A.S. 

vuatod. 
Ynne,  p.   69,  1.   359,   1  bring  in, 

not  let  in;  A.S.  in  nan,  to  go 

in,  enter. 
Ynow,  p.  76,  1.  567,  enough. 


NOTES. 


r.  58.  JL'rror  of  the  Pnrioflf!  of  ^fr/u's  Life.  "  Tlie  aunciont  sap^cs  by 
curious  notes  haue  found  out,  that  certaiue  yccrcs  :u  mans  life  be  very 
perilous.  These  they  name  climactcrical  or  stayrie  yeares,  for  then  tlicy  saw 
great  alterations.  Now  a  climactcricall  yeare  is  euory  scauenth  yeare  .  , 
Hence  is  it  that  in  the  scauenth  'ycere  children  doe  cast  and  renew  their 
teeth.  lu  the  fourteenth  yeere  proceedeth  the  strippling  age.  In  the  one 
and  twentieth,  youth.  And  when  a  man  hath  past  seaucn  times  seaueu  years, 
to  weet,  nine  and  fortie  ycarcs,  he  is  a  ripe  and  perfect  man.  Also,  wlien  he 
attaineth  to  ten  times  seaucn  yeercs,  that  is,  to  the  age  of  tlirccscore  and  ten, 
liis  strength  and  chicfest  vcrtue  beginncs  to  fall  away."  W.  Vaughan, 
Natural  and  Artificial  Directions  for  Health,  160-2,  pp.  47-8. 

P.  12S.  Archbisliop  Scropc's  Death.  See  tlie  Latin  Tocm  on  this  in  Mr, 
Thomas  Wright's  "Political  Songs,"  v.  2,  p.  114-18. 
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PREFACE. 


The  miscellany  of  Religious  Tracts  and  Poems  which  follows,  is 
edited  from  the  Thornton  Manuscript,  which  has  already  contri- 
buted the  Morte  Arthure  and  the  Hampole  Short  Treatises  to  the 
publications  of  the  E.  E.  T.  S.  It  is  hoped  that  it  will  serve  some- 
what towards  illustrating  the  religious  teaching  of  the  fourteenth 
and  fifteenth  centuries,  as  well  as  towards  exhibiting  the  pecu- 
liarities of  the  Northern  English,  in  which  all  the  pieces  are 
written. 

The  first  tract  is  a  good  and  idiomatic  specimen  of  a  mediaeval 
Sermon,  wliich  we  find  was  preached  in  obedience  to  the  command 
of  "oure  ffadire  ]>e  byschope,"  who  had  directed  all  those  who  under 
him  had  cure  of  souls  "  opynly,  one  ynglysche,  apone  Sonondayes, 
to  preche  and  teche  Jjaym  fat  Jjay  haue  cure  off  the  lawe  and  the 
care  to  knawe  God  Alrayghty."  The  bishop  here  spoken  of  was 
John  Thoresby  or  Thursby,  Archbishop  of  York,  who  died  in  1373. 
He  wrote  this  sermon  in  Latin  at  the  request  of  the  York  Convo- 
cation, and  had  it  "  Englished  "  by  Dan  John  Gaytrigg,  according 
to  the  old  MS.  subjoined.  It  was  perhaps  rather  a  manual  than  a 
sermon.^  Some  hundred  years  before  this  Sermon  was  written, 
Bishop  Grosseteste  had  given  very  similar  directions  to  his  clergy, 
mentioning  the  very  heads  which  are  touched  in  tliis  Sermon,  and 

1  From  MS.  B.  14.  .50,  Trin.  Coll.  Camb..  quoted  in  Sliirlci/'x  Introihicilon  to  Fns- 
eicuU  Zkaniornm,  p.  xiii  :  "Sire  Wiliam-  Thoresby,  erchebisliop  of  ^ork.  did  do  to 
drawe  a  tretys  in  Englisce  be  a  worshipful  clerk  wos  name  was  Gaytrik.  in  fie  wieho 
weren  conteyned  \>(i  articulis  of  jje  fei}?,  seuene  dedli  synnes,  fjo  wcrkes  t)f  mere)-,  and 
jju  ten  comandements,  and  .sente  liem  in  smale  pagynes'*  to  \>q  coniyn  puple. 

"  Wrongly  called  William.   His  iiamc  was  John.      '■>  This  seems  to  treat  the  '  sermon  '  as  a  '  inannal.' 
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bidding  them  discourse  of  them  to  the  people  ever}^  Sunday  in 
idiomate  commnni.  About  40  years  later,  Archbishop  Peecham  did 
the  same,  and  furnished  his  clergy  Avith  a  form  to  help  thera  in 
expounding  the  faith.  Surely  these  facts,  and  many  others  like 
them  which  might  be  produced,  go  far  to  prove  that  the  parish- 
priest  of  the  Middle  Ages  was  not  such  a  'dumb  dog'  as  some 
would  have  him  to  be,  and  that  preaching  was  not  confined  to  the 
Friars.  There  is  another  copy  of  tliis  Sermon  in  the  Library  of 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  MSS.  B.  10.  12,  from  which  Mr.  Skeat 
has  kindly  made  an  extract  for  me.  It  differs  very  slightly  from 
the  text  here  printed,  but  has  indications  of  being  a  somewhat 
later" transcript.  For  instance,  the  old  and  probably  not  well-known 
word  '  tray '  of  the  Thornton  MS.  is  changed  in  the  Cambridge  copy 
into  'tho^t,'  and  an  occasional  omission  of  a  Northern  form  betrays 
the  fact  that  the  copier  was  not  writing  his  own  dialect.  Mr.  Skeat, 
whose  opinion  on  this  subject  is  of  the  utmost  weight,  writes  n.s 
follows  with  regard  to  the  style  of  the  Sermon — "  I  have  not  a 
doubt  that  the  '  Sermon '  was  originally  in  vci'se,  and  to  print  it  as 
prose,  without  remark,  Avould  be  a  mistake.  It  is  to  be  noted  that 
the  Trinity  MS.  is  at  first  written  as  prose  (but  there  are  frequent 
dots  shewing  where  the  lines  end),  and  very  soon  it  is  Avritten  as 
verse,  and  so  continues  down  to  the  end.  For  instance,  look  at  the 
following : — 

'  )?e  sexte  p6ynt  is  .  fat  we  sail  trowe 
])at  fe  foiirtyde  day  .  ufter  fiat  he  riiso, 
thurgh  strengh  of  hemselfe  .  l)e  sti'Ljlieil  vntil  lu'iifu, 
whare  cure  kynde  is  now  .  in  liis  hl/.s^^cd  porsoii, 
noght  ;incly  eueii  .  no  mete  till  In's  aiiiigcls, 
hot  heglic  corounde  kynge  .  abouen  all  aiingels.' 

It  is  clear  that  we  have  here  the  regular  alliterative  verse,  perfect 
as  regards  accent,  hniierfcct  as  regards  alliteration ;  in  fact,  the  very 
kind  of  metre  into  which  the  old  Piers  Plowman  metre  would 
naturally  degenerate.  The  third  line  preserves  the  alliteration 
altogether,  and  is  a  nearly  perfect  line."     Perhaps  even  a  stronger 
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passage  than  the  one  selected  by  Mr.  Skeat  might  be  found  at 
page  11  : — 

'  Euyiily  to  siiffrc  .  fie  wele  and  Ipe  waa, 
"Welthe  or  wandreth  .  whethire  so  betyde  .  .  . 
StyfFely  to  stdude  .  agaynes  our  faas, 
AVhcthir  fiay  be  bodyly  .  or  pdy  be  gastely, 
Swa  jjat  na  fulle  fandyng  .  make  vs  to  fcllle, 
Ne  be  false  in  our  faythe  .  agaynes  God  Ahnyghtty.' 

Here  the  alliteration  is  very  marked.  I  confess,  however,  I  do  not 
see  my  way  to  bringing  the  whole  of  the  Sermon  into  this  form. 
In  the  copy  of  the  sermon  in  Thoresby's  Register  at  York,  the 
verse  is,  I  believe,  better  preserved.     (See  note,  p.  xiv,  below.) 

Treatise  No.  II.  is  an  old  English  translation  of  the  Speculum 
of  S.  Edmund.  This  was  a  very  popular  treatise  in  its  day, 
and,  we  believe,  the  only  surviving  work  of  the  famous  Ed- 
mund Rich,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury — famous  for  his  asceti- 
cism— famous  as  a  teacher  of  Greek  at  Oxford,  and  as  having  liad 
for  his  pupils  Grosseteste,  Robert,  and  Roger  Bacon — famous  for 
his  sudden  elevation  to  the  Primacy — notably  famous  for  the  good 
stand  he  made  in  that  office  for  English  liberties — famous  also  for 
his  retirement  from  his  high  post;  and  famous  after  death  for 
the  popular  tumult  which  forced  the  pope  to  canonize  him.  All 
these  points  are  well  brought  out  in  Dr.  Hook's  Life  of  the  Arch- 
bishop. At  the  Monastery  of  Pontigny  in  France,  the  place  of  his 
retirement,  where  the  great  spirits  of  Thomas  Becket  aiid  Stephen 
Langton  had  before  him  found  rest,  he  wrote,  or  at  any  rate 
finished,  his  SpeciUum.  It  is  a  composition  which  breathes  a  fierce 
asceticism,  and  is  almost  Manichean  in  its  hatred  of  bodily  ease. 
This  would  insure  its  popularity  in  an  age  which  only  compre- 
hended religion  as  a  bitter  and  unsparing  chastiser  of  the  flesh,  ami 
hence  its  early  translation  into  French  and  English.  We  subjoin  a 
specimen  of  the  original,  with  the  French  and  English  translations. 
With  regard  to  the  age  of  the  latter,  Mr.  Morris,  on  examining  a 
passage  sent  to  him,  was  of  opinion  that  it  might  be  as  early  as 
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1350.  Very  probably  it  is  a  rescript  from  a  still  earlier  Englisli 
version  in  a  Southern  dialect,  but  I  have  not  discovered  any  other 
English  MS.  of  this  Treatise. 


French. 

From  Arundel  MS.  288. 

p.  207. 

Uidete  uocatiouem  ue- 
stram. — Ces  mo3  de  la  po- 
stle  partenent  a  nous  genj 
de  religion,  ueej,  fet  il,  a 
quey  uous  estes  apellej.  e 
ceo  dit  il  por  nous  exciter 
a  pc?'fection.  e  por  ceo  q?<el 
liowime^  ke  ieo  pens  de 
nioy,  mesmes  de  nuit  e  de 
iour,  de  une  part  ay  ioye 
g?-rtnt.  e  dautre  part  grant 
dolur.  Ioye  por  la  seynte 
religion,  dolur  en  confu- 
sion por  ma  feble  conucr- 
sacion.  e  ceo  nest  pas 
giau?it  m^'rueyle.  Kar  Ieo 
ay  grant  acheson.  Kar  ci 
dit*Seynt  Eusebye  en  un 
sermon,  uenir  a  religion 
est  souereyne  pei-feccion. 
e  nent  paj-fitement  uiure 
souerayne  dampnacion. 

^  ?  houre. 


Latin.     {Original.) 

From  Magna  Bibl.  Yet. 

Patr.  XIII.  355. 

'  Videte  vocationem  ve- 
stram  frati'es.'  Ista  verba 
apostoli  pertinent  ad  homi- 
nes religiosos.  Videte  (in- 
quit)  ad  quid  vocati  estis. 
Et  hoc  dixit  Apostolus  ad 
excitandum  nos  ad  jjcrfec- 
tionem.  Et  propter  hoc 
quacunque  hora  cogito  de 
me  ipso,  die  vel  nocte,  ex 
una  parte  habeo  magnum 
gaudium,  et  ex  alia  parte 
magnum  dolorem.  Gau- 
dium habeo  propter  sanc- 
tam  religionem,  dolorem  et 
confusionem  propter  meam 
debileui  conuersationem. 
Et  ilhul  non  est  mirum, 
quia  habeo  magnam  caus- 
am.  Nam,  sicut  dicit  Sanc- 
tas  Eusebius  in  vno  ser- 
mone.  Venire  ad  Eeligio- 
nem  summa  perfectio  est, 
sed  non  perfect^  viuere  in 
religione,  summa  damnatio 
est. 


English. 

Thornton  MS. 

(as  printed). 

'  Videte  vocacionem  ve- 
stram.'  This  wordes  sayse 
Saynte  Paule  in  his  pystyll, 
and  thay  are  thus  mekill 
to  saye  one  jTiglysche, 
'  Seeje  joure  callynge.' 
Tliis  worde  falles  till  vs 
folke  of  religiouKe  :  and 
tliat  sais  He  till  excite 
vs  till  perfeccyone.  And 
ther-fore  wliat  houre  ]>at 
I  th3'nke  of  my-selfe,  one 
nyghte  or  on  day,  on  a 
syde  hafe  I  grete  joye,  and 
on  anoper  syde  gret  sorowe 
— ^joy  for  J)e  haly  religione, 
sorowe  and  cojifusyon  for 
my  febiU  conuersasione. 
And  J)at  es  na  wondire  for 
1  hafe  gret  enchesone.  Als 
l>e  wj-ese  man  saise  in  his 
sermon,  he  sais  to  com  to 
religione  es  souerayne  per- 
feccyone, and  there  -  in 
noghte  perfitly  to  lyflFe  es 
souerayne  dampnacyone. 


Among  the  promises  of  future  publications  made  by  the  E.  E.  T.  S. 
there  is  held  out  to  us  the  hope  of  some  day  seeing  in  print  the 
Life  of  S.  Edmund  from  the  British  Museum  MS.  When  it  is 
printed  I  feel  persuaded  that  it  will  be  found  very  illustrative  of 
the  Speculum,  and  vice  versa.  I  believe  Dr.  Hook  does  not  profess 
to  have  consulted  this  old  mediaeval  Life  of  the  Archbishop  for  his 
biography  in  the  third  volume  of  his  Archbishops. 

We  now  come  to  No.  III.     The  Abbaye  of  S.  Spirit.     This 
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treatise,  of  wliicli  there  are  several  MS.  copies,  has  been  attributed 
to  various  authors.  Some  would  have  it  the  composition  of  Bishop 
Alcock,  who  died  1480,  but  as  it  exists  in  the  Vernon  MS.,  which 
is  about  a  century  earlier,  this  notion  is  disposed  of.  In  the 
Lambeth  MS.  it  is  given  to  Richard  Rolle  de  Hampole,  but  as 
his  paternity  is  claimed  for  almost  all  religious  Middle-Age  MSS. 
that  have  gone  astray,  we  cannot  build  much  on  that.  The  fact 
of  the  early  Vernon  MS.  having  the  Treatise  in  a  Southern  dialect, 
is  much  against  the  supposition  of  its  being  Hampole's.  Whether 
Robert  Thornton  re-wrote  it  in  his  own  idiom,  or  how  it  got  into 
the  form  we  have  here,  cannot  be  discovered ;  but  as  the  preference 
here  given  to  the  Thornton  copy  may  seem  to  some  to  be  un- 
founded, we  subjoin  a  conspectus  of  a  portion  of  four  manuscripts 
for  the  purpose  of  comparison. 


I. 

Vernon  MS. 
(Bodleian.) 
A.D.  1380. 

Here  bigiiinej)  a 
tretis  ])at  is  clept 
]>e  Abbey  of  ])e  holy 
gost.  ))at  is  con- 
science of  nionnes 
herte  schulde  ben 
in  J)is  Abbey  most. 

Mi  dcore  Bretn-en 
And  Sustren.  I  seo 
wel  .  \>at  monic 
wolde  ben  In  Reli- 
gion .  but  ))ei  mowe 
not  .  for  I'ouert.  or 
for  Age  .  or  for 
drede  of  hcorc  kun. 
or  for  bond  of  nia- 
riage.  And  ))CJ'fore 
I  make  her  a  Book 
of  Religion  of  lierte . 
l)at  is  of  pe  Abbeye 


II. 

Lambeth  MS. 
432.     fol.  37  B. 


Here  begynuythc 
Rechard  Harappullc 
of  the  Abbay  of  the 
holy  goest  fuUc  nes- 
sessarye. 


Dere  Bretherync 
and  Sustren,  I  Se 
wellc  ther  wold  be 
many  in  Rcligeou?i, 
but  f^ay  may  not,  for 
pouerte,  or  for  Awe, 
or  for  drede  of  kyn, 
or  for  bondage,  or 
for  mariagc ;  therfor 
y  make  here  a  boke 
of  Religeou?^  of  the 
hert  That  is  of  the 
Abbey  of  the  holy 


III. 

Thin.  Cull.  Cami;. 
MS.  0.  1.  29. 


pis  es  pe  begyn- 
nynge  of  pe  abbay 
of  |)e  holye  goste,  ]>e 
wilke  J)at  es  founded 
in  A  place  pat  es 
calledc  conscience, 
and  ])erfore,  man, 
be-whare  ! 

Jly  fuUe  dere  and 
well  loued  brethirc 
and  sisters  i/i  god,  I 
see  now  weel  in  pics 
dayes  ])at  many  mefi 
wilde  full  gladely  be 
in  religious,  bot  pei 
may  nou3t,  fore  po- 
uerte or  fore  elde,  or 
fore  dreed,  or  ellej 
fore  kyndrede  or  for 
bonde  of  mariage. 
And  |)erforc  I  make 


IV. 

Thornton  MS. 

(as  printed). 


Of  the  abbaye  of 
saynte  Spirite  that 
es  in  a  place  that  es 
callede  con.scyence. 


A  dere  brethir 
and  systirs,  I  see  Jiat 
many  walde  be  in 
religyonc  bot  Jiay 
may  noghtc,  owtliir 
for  pou<;/tc,  or  for 
drede  of  thaire  kynr, 
or  for  band  of  ma- 
ryage,  and  for-thi  I 
make  here  a  buke 
of  |)C  religeon  of  l)t' 
herte,  )iat  es  of  ]><• 
abbaye  of  the  Holy 
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of  pe  holi  gost  .  fat 
alle  yo  }>at  mouwe 
not  ben  In  bodi  Re- 
ligion pei  mowe  hen 
I  n  gostly.  Ah  Jhcsu 
Merci  .  Where  may 
pis  Abbey  and  fis 
Religion  best  be?i 
I  .  fon«ded.  Certes 
neucre  so  wel  .  ne 
so  semely  .  as  in  a 
place  .  ]>at  is  clept 
Conscience.  Now  be 
lioiic})  hit  J>anne  .  at 
l^e  bigiiinynge  ,  ]jat 
]>e  place  of  ]>e  Con- 
cience  be  clanset  . 
porw  wys  clansynge. 
J>e  holi  gost  sendee 
a  down  tvvey  Mai- 
dens fill  con?iynge  . 
]'at  on  is  clept  . 
Kihtwisnesse.  And 
Jjat  ojer  loue  of 
clannesse  .  J>eose 
tvveyne  schul  caste 
from  J'e  concience 
and  from  }>e  hertc 
all  mancre  fwlyih  of 
foule  fou^tes  and  of 
foule  Jeornyuges. 


goest,  that  all  tlio 
that  may  not  be  in 
Bodely  Religeouw 
myght  be  in  goestly 
religeouw.  A  Ihcsu 
mercy  where  may 
the  abbay  of  this 
religeoiDi  be  best 
y  foundid.  Certis 
n'owhwhere  so  wele 
ne  so  surely  as  in  a 
place  that  is  callid 
Couscicns.  Now  hit 
beliovith,  at  the  by- 
gynnyng  that  the 
place  of  the  Con- 
science be  clensyd 
wislye.  The  holy 
gocst  shallc  Fynde 
two  maydennys 

Fulle  cunnyng,  the 
tone  is  callid  Right- 
wisnesse,  And  the 
tother  is  callid  love 
of  clenncsse.  These 
two  shallc  cast  out 
from  the  conscience, 
and  from  the  hert, 
alle  maner  Filthe  of 
foule  fhoughtes  and 
foule  Dcsyris. 


here  now  a  boke  of 
religione  of  J^e  lierte, 
fat  es,  of  >e  abbaye 
of  >e  holy  goste  ; 
yat  all  foo  fat  may 
noujt  be  in  bodily 
religione,  >at  pei 
maye  godelj'  be  in 
gostely  religiouH. 
H  A  Ihcsu,  mersy  ! 
wlierc  maye  fis  ab- 
bay and  ]>\s  religione 
beste  be  founden  and 
groundede  ?  II  Ccr- 
tej,  neucr  nowere  so 
well  ne  so  stedefast- 
lye,  nor  3it  ]>crto  so 
semely,  as  right  in 
a  placej '  fat  >ei 
calle  conscience. 
H  Now  fan  behoucs 
it  firstc  at  f e  begyn- 
nynge,  fat  fe  place 
of  fe  conscience  be 
so  enclosede  on  ilke 
syde  thorough  wies 
closynge,  for  fis  cn- 
ches^  :  H  pe  holy 
goste  salle  do  sende 
two  maydens  full 
conande.  H  fe  tone 
is  callede  by  clerkes 
Ryghtwysnes  HAnd 
fe  tother  is  called 
lufe  of  grcte  (?)  clen- 
nes.  IT  f  ies  two  may- 
denes  sail  keste  fro 
fe  conscience  and 
fro  fe  herte  all  ma- 
nere  of  fylthes  and 
foule  foughtes,  and 
of  foule  Jernyuges. 

1  sic    in    MS. ;    read 
"]ilace." 


Goste,  that  all  llio 
fat  ne  may  mighte 
be  bodyly  in  reli- 
gyonc,  fat  fay  may 
be  gostely.  A  Ihcfu 
mercy !  Whare  may 
fis  abbaye  beste  be 
funded  and  fis  re- 
ligione ?  Now  certis 
nowhare  so  well  als 
in  a  place  ]>at  es 
called  consoyence  ; 
and  who  so  will  be 
besy  to  funde  fis 
holy  religione,  and 
fat  may  ilke  gud 
crystyne  mane  and 
woman  do  fat  will 
be  besy  fernbowte. 
And  at  fe  begyn- 
nynge  it  es  by-houe- 
ly  fat  fe  place  of 
thi  conscience  be 
clensed  clene  of 
-sync,  to  fe  whilke 
clensj^nge  the  Holy 
Goste  sail  sende  two 
maydyns  ]>at  ere  co- 
nande, the  one  es 
callede  Rightwys- 
nes,  and  fe  tofer  es 
callede  Luffe  of  clen- 
nes.  These  two  sail 
cast  fro  f  c  conscience 
and  fro  fe  herte  all 
maner  of  fylthe  of 
foule  thoghtes  and 
desyrs. 


It  seems  probable  tbat  II.,  III.  and   IV.  Lave  been  re-written 
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from  No.  I.  in  their  different  dialects,  but  at  any  rate  this  con- 
spectus remarkably  illustrates  the  well-known  fact,  that  medieval 
copiers  never  kept  close  to  their  original,  but  altered  and  improved 
according  to  their  own  views  of  grammar  and  dialect,  without  any 
of  that  wholesome  dread  of  omitting  an  inflection  which  is  the 
scourge  of  modern  editors.  The  Lambeth  MS.  in  its  latter  part 
differs  considerably  from  the  Thornton,  and  contains  several  pas- 
sages which  the  other  has  not.  In  fact  it  may  almost  better  be 
described  as  a  similar  treatise  than  as  identical.  The  Cambridge 
MS.  shews  a  tendency  to  insert  amplifications  and  additions,  and 
would  thus  seem  to  be  later  in  style,  but  ]\[r.  Skeat  says  that  tlie 
MS.  looks  like  the  fourteenth  century.  There  are  doubtless  several 
other  copies  of  the  treatise  to  be  found. 

The  matter  of  this  treatise  well  illustrates  the  sort  of  notion 
which  must  always  have  existed  even  in  the  most  palmy  days  of 
monasticism,  viz.  that  it  was  just  possible  to  live  a  religious  life 
outside  a  convent.  But  the  'Abbaye  of  S.  Spirit'  further  shews 
us  the  reluctance  with  which  this  was  atlmitted,  the  attempt  to 
clothe  even  active  life  with  the  forms,  images,  and  duties  of  the 
cloister,  and  while  admitting  the  possibility  of  its  successful  pur- 
suit of  holiness,  at  the  same  time  putting  by  its  side  the  far  higher 
and  more  blessed  state  of  the  incarcerated  regular. 

The  Religious  Poem  of  William  of  Nassyngton  is  certainly 
not  remarkable  for  its  poetical  genius,  but  in  the  simple  scrip- 
tural statements  of  the  ([uomlain  York  lawyer  we  recognize  with 
pleasure  the  mind  of  a  devout  layman  rising  out  of  distracting 
superstitions  to  a  repose  on  the  great  eternal  verities  of  the 
faith.  The  Hymns  numlxu-ed  V.  and  YI.  both  contain  some 
simple  and  touching  passages.  The  Moral  Poem,  No.  YIL,  is  by 
Pichard  Polle  de  Hampole,  and  will,  I  believe,  be  published  for 
the  Society  among  some  other  Poems  and  Songs  of  this  writer 
which  are  being  collected  by  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Lumby.  The  present 
edition  was  in  type  before  I  discovered  this,  and  as,  on  a  com- 
parison with   Mr.  Lumby 's  copy,  this  poem   was  found  to  contain 
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two  stanzas  more  than  his,  and  also  to  differ  (as  usual)  in  much  of 
the  wording,  it  was  thought  better  to  let  it  stand.  Much  the 
same  may  be  said  of  Hymn  No.  VIII.,  which  is  among  Mr.  Fur- 
nivall's  selections  from  the  Lambeth  MSS.  There  are  differences 
here  also,  and  none,  it  is  thought,  will  object  to  have  two  versions 
of  such  a  beautiful  and  touching  little  poem.  We  now  come  to  the 
most  singular  poem  of  the  collection — Saint  John  the  Evangelist. 
I  have  not  hitherto  heard  of  any  other  Manuscript  of  this,  and  I 
think  all  lovers  of  early  English  will  not  fail  to  be  pleased  with  it. 
Indeed  some  of  the  words  were  quite  beyond  my  power,  and  must 
have  been  left  unattempted,  but  for  the  kind  assistance  given  me  in 
this,  and  in  many  other  points,  by  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Skeat. 

I  am  afraid,  taking  the  Miscellany  throughout,  rather  a  bitter 
vein  of  religionism  will  be  found  to  permeate  it.  Christianity 
seems  to  be  regarded  as  an  institution  for  vexing  and  harassing  the 
human  race,  and  everything  connected  with  the  body  and  its 
belongings  is  simply  evil.  Manicheeism  indeed,  as  Dean  Milman 
well  points  out,  poisoned  the  very  life-blood  of  mediaeval  Chris- 
tianity, and  Augubtine,  while  he  overthrew  it  as  a  system,  only 
confirmed  and  established  it  as  a  sentiment.  It  is  probable  that 
this  sour  asceticism,  which  has  been  remarkably  illustrated  by 
several  publications  of  the  E.  E.  T.  S.,  will  come  out  even  more 
strongly,  as  the  Society  proceeds  to  dive  deeper  into  the  recesses  of 
old  English.  But  this,  at  any  rate,  only  makes  us  admire  Chaucer 
the  more. 


Note  on  J),  ia: — The  authentic  copy,  in  the  York  Register,  of  the  englisht  Manual 
of  a  Sermon  by  Archbp.  Thovesby,  no.  I  in  this  volume,  has  been  long  in  type  for 
the  E.  E.  Text  Soc.  under  the  title  of  "The  Lay  Folks  Catechism,"  edited  by  the 
late  Canon  Simmons,  as  one  of  our  Pre-Reforniation  English-Service  Series.  On 
our  friend's  lamented  death  in  1884,  he  charged  his  friend  Mr.  F.  D.  Matthew  with 
the  comjiletion  of  his  edition  ;  but  Jlr.  ]\I.'s  business  engagements  and  his  work  for 
the  Wyclif  Society  have  prevented  his  finishing  the  E.  E.  T.  S.  volume. — F.  J.  F. 


DAN   JON   GAYTRYGE'S    SERMON, 

THAT  IS,  ARcnBisnop  tiioresby's  ixstruction  or  catechism 

FOR    HIS    FOLK,    ENGLISHT. 


A 


I. 

[Thornton  MS.  (LuicoJn  Cathedral  Library),  leaf  213,  back. 
See  another  copij  in  Arundel  MS.  507,  leaf  50.] 

Here  begynnes  a  Seniion)  Jjat  Dan)  lolian  Gaytryge  made,  fe 
whiike  teches  how  scrifte  es  to  be  made,  and  whare-of,  and  in 
scrifte  how  many  thyngez  solde  be  co??sederide.    Et  est  Petrus 
4      sente?JciarMm  discrectowe  prima. 

Is  a  trrete  Docto?«'  schewes  in  his  bnke,  of  aH:  be  creatozirs  bat  God's  mercy 

°  '  _  '         in  CreatiuB. 

Gode  made  in  Ileuen)  and  in  erthe,  in  water  and  in  ayere, 
or  in  oghte  elles,  fe  souerayne  cause  and,  fe  skyH  whi  He  mad 
8  jjam)  was  His  awen)  gud  wiH  and  His  gudnes,  thuvgh  J»e  whiike 
gudnes  (alls  He  es  aH  gude)  He  walde  fat  some  creatures  of  Jjase 
pat  He  made  ware  co^;^muners  of  pat  blyse  pat  cue/'  mare  lastis. 
And  for  pat  na  creato7/?'e  myglite  come  to  pat  blyse  ^  wz't/i-owttene  [i  loaf  214] 
12  knaweynge  of  Godde,  als  pat  clerkes  teches,  He  made  skiliwyse  imv"  know- 
creato2<rs,  angelle  and  man,  of  witt  and  wysdom)  to  knawe  God  onitr  to 

.  1     p      TT  1  obtjiiii  a 

Almyghtyn),  and  thorowe  paire  knawynge,  luic  Hym  and  serue  siiaic  in  it. 
Hym),  and  so  come  to  pat  blyse  p«t  pay  ware  made  to.     This 

1 6  manere  of  knawynge  had  oure  forme-fadyrs  in  po  state  of  inno- 
cence pat  pay  ware  mad  in  ;  and  so  sulde  we  hafe  hade,  if  pay  had 
noghte  synnede ;  Noghte  so  mekiJi  als  hally  saules  liase  now  in 
Heucn),  bot  mekiH  marc  pan  man)  base  now  in  erthe.     ifor  oure 

20  fo?<rme-fadyrs  synned,  sayse  pc  prophete,  and  we  here  pe  wyk- 
kydnes  of  paire  mysdedis  ;  ffor  pe  knavvyng  pat  pay  had  of  Godde 
AH-myghten),  thay  had  it  of  Goddes  gyfte  at  paire  bcgynnynge 
w/t/i-owtton)  trauayle  or  tray  or  passi?igc  of  tyni).     And  aH  po  This  must  in; 

gaineii  by 

■24  knawevn"  bat  we  hafe  in  bis  werlde  of  Hym,  cs  of  heryngo  and  of  hearing lind 

"^     °  '  '  ./     ^  learning. 

lerynge  and  of  techyng  of  opsr,  of  pc  law  and  po  lare  pat  laugcs 

tiH  Haly  Kyrkc,  pe  whiike  aH  creato?//-.s  pat  lufcs  God  Almygh- 

teue  awe  to  knawe  and  to  cun)  and  lede  paire  lyfe  aftirc,  and  swa 

ui:l.  riECios.  b 


^  THE    SIX    THINGS    TO    BE    LEARNT    BY    ALL, 

And  there-  come  to  ]jat  blysse  jjat  nener  mare  blynnos.  And  for-thi  Jjat 
wiio  iiave  mekiH  folke  now  in  bis  werlde  ne  ere  nodite  wele  ynoshe  lerede 
fiKtni"t"^*  to  knawe  God  Almyghtj'-,  ne  lufe  Hym)  ne  se^-ue  Hym)  als  fay 
tiu-iii.  sulde  do,  and  als  faire  dedys  oftesythes  opyuly  schewes,  in  gret  4 

pereH  to  Jjaiu)  to  lyfe  and  to  saule,  and  perawnter  ]je  defaute  may 
be  in  thaym)  ])at  base  faire  saules  for  to  kepe,  and  thaym)  sulde 
teche,  als  pj-elates  and  pei-soiis,  vicars  and  prestes,  Jjat  ere  balden) 
Our  fatiier      by  dett  for  to  lere  pam) ;  ifor-tbi  oure  ffadire  })e  byscbope,  fat  8 
''•*s  or(iered     Qod  Almyghty  saue,  pat,  als  Sayii  Paule  sayse  in  bis  pystiH, 
i^strucuh     ^^^^  f^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^®  ^^^^  ^^*^  knawe  God  Almygbten),  and  namely 
their  own       f^^^  vndirlowttcs  fat  tiH  hym  langes,  base  tretide  and  ordeyned 
tongue     ^     £qj.   j,g  comon)  pwfett,  tborowe   fe  cou??.ceH;  of   bis  clergy,  fat  12 
ilkaue  fat  vndire  hym  base  cure  of  saule,  opyii)ly,  one  ynglysche, 
apon)  sonwondayes,  preche  and  teche  faym)  fat  fay  hafc  cure  off 
fe  lawe  and  fe  lare  to  knawe  God  Almyghty,  fat  pryncypally 
in  these  six     may  be  scbewede  in  theis  sexe  tbynges — in  fe  fourtene  poyntes  16 

things  : 

(i;  The  four-  fat  falles  to  fe  trowthe — in  fe  ten  co?nmandeme?ites  fat  Gode 

teen  points  . 

of  the  CiriMi,  hfige  gyfcu)  vs — in  fe  seueii)  sacramentes  fat  er  in  Haly  Kyrke 
commanii-      — [^  uq  seucii)  wcrlccs  of  mercv  vn-tiH  oure  euen)  crystyii) — in  f  e 

nients,  '  "^  j      j  r 

sacmmeiits"   scucn)  vcrtus  fat  ilkc  man)  saH  vse — and    in    fe  seuen)   dedly  20 
works  of^^*^"   syni^es  fat  ilke  man)  saH  refuse.     And  be  byddes  and  co??imande3 
("f tim  seven   ii^  ^^  K't  he  may,  fat  aH  fat  base  cure  or  kepynge  vndire  hyni), 
(6)  the  seven  enioync  faire  parischenes  and  faire  sugettes  fat  fay  here  and 

lere  f ise  ilke  sex  tbynges,  and  oftesythes  rcherse  fam)  titt  J>at  fay  24 
cun)    fam),  and   sytben)  teche    fam)  faire    childire,  if   fay  any 
And  Parsons  bauc,  wliate  tvm)  so  bay  are  of   elde  to  lere   faui).     And   bat 

and  Vicars  J  r   J  r  r 

are  to  in-       pe?*sonns  and  vycars  and  aH  parische  prestis,  enquere  delygently 

Lent  who-      of  fairc  sugcttcs  in  f e  leutyn)  tym),  when)  fay  come  to  scryfte,  28 

Parisiiioiiers    wbef e?"  fay  kuawc  and  cun)  f  ise  sex  tbynges ;  and  if  it  be  fundcn) 

fat  fay  cun)  fani>  noghte,  fat  fay  enjoyne  fam)  ap}X)}i)  his  be- 

halfe,  and  of  payne  of  penance,  I'or  to  cun)  fam).     And  for-thi 

f«t  nane  saH  excuse  thaym  thurghe  vnknawlechynge  for  to  cun)  32 

[1  leaf  214,      faui),  oure  haly  ffadir  ^fe  bescbope,  of  his  gudnes,  base  ordaynede 

and  bedyn)  fat  fay  be  scbewede  opynly  one  ynglysche  amanges 

And  first  of  e  r      • 

the  fourteen    f e  folke.     "Wliare-fore  anence  f  e  fyrste  of  f ise  sex  tbynges,  fat 

Articles  of 

tiie  Creud,      es,  to  knaAVC  f e  articles  fat  falles  to  f e  trouthe.    Als  gret  clerkes  36 
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teches  and  schewes  in  thaire  bukes,  thare  ffalles  to  fc  faytlie 

fourtene  povntes,  of  be  whilke  seueii)  ffalles  to  Goddes  Goddhede,  Seven  are  of 

i^    J  ^         f  ^  the  Godhead. 

and  ope?'  seueii)  ffalles  to  Cristes  nianehede.     The  firste  poynte 
4  J)at  we  saH  trowe  of  pe  Godhede,  es  to  trow  stedfastely  in  a  trewe   (i)  One  tme 
Godde,  and  pat  na  noper  es  for  to  trowe  in.     The  topper  es,  pat  pe   (21  Father 

ri     T  ^        AT      Almighty. 

heghe  ffadir  of  Heuen)  es  stedfaste  and  sothefaste  Godde  Al- 
myglityn).     The  thirde  es,  pat  Ihesu  Criste,   Goddes  sone  of   (s)  God  the 
8  Heuen),  es  sothefastly  Gode  euen)  tiU  his  ffadire.     The  ferthe  es,   (4)  God  the 

'J  '    Holy  Ghost. 

pat  pe  Haly  Gaste  pat  samenly  co?»mes  of  bathe  pe  tfadir  and  pe 

Sonwe,  es  sothefaste  Godde  cuen)  to  paym)  bathe ;  and  pe  whethir 

noghte  twa  Goddes,  pe  ffadire  and  pe  Sowie,  ne  thre  Goddes,  pe 

1 2  ftadir  and  pe  Son7ie  cmd  pe  Haly  Gaste,  bot  thre  sere  personns 

and  noghte  bot  a  Godde.     The  fyfte  artecle  es,  pat  pe  Trj'nyte,    (5)  Tiiree 

Persons  ami 

be  ifadir  and  be  Son?;e  and  be  Haly  Gaste,  thre  person?«s  and  a  one  God, 

^  ^  r  J  '  1  Maker  of  all 

Godd,  es  makere  of  Heuen)  and  Erthe  and  of  aH  thynges.     The  tilings. 

16  sexte  artycle  es,  pat  Haly  Kirke  oure  modire  es  hallyly  ane  foi  The 

thorow  owte  be  werlde,  ^7(at  es,  coinonynge  and  felawrede  of  aH:  cimrch,  the 

cristen)  folke  pat  comouTis  to-gedire  in  pe  sacrainentes,  and  in  of  Saints. 

ope?-  haly  thynges  pat  falles  tiH:  Haly  Kyrke,  wzt/t-owtten)  pe 

20  whilke  ne  es  na  saule  hele.     The  seuende  article  pat  vs  awe  to  (7)  The 

Resnrrect'nn 

trowe  es,  vppe-rysynge  of  fleschc  and  lyfe  wft7/-owtten)  ende.   of  the  Body. 

ffor  when  pe  dede  base  sundyrde  oure  bodyes  and  oure  saules   Everlasting. 

for  a  certayne  tym  als  oure  kynd  askes,  vn-to  whene  pat  God  saH 
24-  deme  pe  qwykke  and  pe  dedo,  thane  oure  saules  saH  turne  agayne 

tiH  oure  bodyes ;  and  we,  pase  ilke  and  nane  ope.'  pan)  we  are 

nowe,  sothcfastely  sali  ryse  vp  in  body  and  saulc  pat  neuer  mare 

saH  sundire  fra  pat  tyni)  furthc,  bot  samen),  if  we  wele  doo  whiles 
28  we  er  here,  wende  with  Godde  to  pat  blysse  pat  eue?'-mare  lastes. 

And  if  we  euytt  do,  tiH  endles  payne.        Thir  are  ope?*  seuen)  seven  points 

ofChrisfs 

poyntes  of  Cristes  manhede  pat  are  nedfuH  to  trowe  tiH  aH  pat  mauhoocL 
are  crystyn).     The  fyrste  es,  pat  Ihesu  Criste,  Goddes  Sone  of 

32  Heuen),  Avas  sothefastely  conceyuede  of   pe  maden)  ^larie,  and   (n  inmrnnte 
tuke  flescho  and  blude  and  become  man)  thurglie  pe  myghte  and   Mary. 
pe  strenghe  of  pe  Haly  Gaste,  AVit/t-owttcn)  any  nie;'ryng  of  hir 
modirhede,   wM-owttcn)    any    mynyngc   of   hir    maydon)hodo. 

3G  Tlic  tope?'  artecle  es  pat  we  saH  trowe  pat  He,  Godde  and  man 
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(2)  Both 
God  and 
man. 

(.'?)  Suffered 
fur  us. 


(4)  Descend- 
ed into  Hell. 


[1  leaf  2i:.] 

(.1)  Rose 
n^'aiii  the 
tliird  day. 


(6)  Aseended 
into  Hi'HVcn. 


(7)  From 
tlieiicc  He 
shall  coiiio 
to  jud^'e  the 
quick.aiid 
the  dead. 


bathe  in  a  personne,  was  sothefastcly  of  J)at  ble.ssyele  maydcn), 
Godde  getyn)  of  his  flPadire  hc-foro  any  tymo,  and  man)  borne  of 
his  modir  and  broghte  fnrtlic  in  tyme.     The  thirde  poyntc  pat 
we  saH  trowe  es,  Cristes  passione  that  He  tholede  bodyly  for  syn-  4 
fuH  man)-kynde,  how  lie  was  betraysede  Wit7i  liis  disciph^,  and 
taken)  -with  jje  Jewes,  betene  -with  scourges  Jjat  na  skynn)  hekle, 
naylede  one  Jje  rude  and  corounde  with  themes,  and  many  opcr 
harde  paynes,  and  dyede  at  J)e  laste.     The  ferthe  artecle  es,  put  8 
whene  He  was  dede  and  His  body  tane  doune,  and  W(mdeii)  and 
doluen),  jit,  Jje  whiHs  His  body  lay  in  pe  grane,  jje  gaste  with  pe 
Godhede  wente  \Ti-to  Helle,  and  heryede  it,  and  tuke  owte  fase 
Jjat  ware  fare-in,  als  Adam  and  Eue  and  oper  ^fforme-ffadyrs  12 
whilke  He  in  his  forluke  walde  Jjat  ware  sauede.     The  fyfte 
poynte  es,  ))at  one  pe  tliirde  day  ahcr  fat  He  dycde,  He  rase  fra 
dede  to  lyfe,  sothefaste  Godde  and  man)  in  body  and  in  saule. 
ffor  als   He   dyede   in   seknes  of   oiire   manhede,  so   he  rase  IG 
thnrghe  strcnghe  of  His  Godhede,  and  swa  dystroyed  onre  dede 
thurgli  His  diynge,  and  quykkynd  vs  vn-to  lyfe  thnrghe  His 
rysesynge.     The  sexte  artecle  es,  fat  we  saH  trowe  fat  one  fe 
fourtede  day  eftyr  fat  He  rase  thurgh  strenghe  of  hym  selfe,  He  20 
steye  in-tiH  Heueii),  whare  oure  kynde  es  nowe  in  his  blyssede 
p^irsonne,  noghte  anely  euynTie  no  mete  tiH  his  angeHs,  bot  hey 
coround  kynge  abowne  aH    His  angeHs,  fat   b(!-fore  tyiii)  was 
lesse  fan  fe  kynde  of  angeHs.     The  seuend  article  es,  fr/t  riglite  24 
als  He  dyede,  and  eftirwarde  rase  and  stey  in-tiH;  heueii),  righte 
swa  saH  He  come   apon)  fe  laste  day,  bathe  for  to  deme   fe 
qwykke  and  f e  dede,  Avhare  aH  fe  folke  fat  ener  was,  or  es,  or 
saH  be,  saH  sothefastcly  be  schewede  and  sene  be-fore  Hym),  and  28 
ilke  a  man)  answerc  of  his  awen)  dedis,  and  be  saued  or  daiTip- 
nede  whe^//er  so  he  soiies;  ffor  als  His  ryghtwysenes  nowe  es 
niengede  with  mercy,  swa  satt  it  thane  be  wi't7/-o\vtten)  mercy. 


Secondly, 
of  the  fen 
Connnand- 
luents. 


Decern  pr^cepta  Dei. 
The  ten  co///mandementis. 

ke  secnnd  thyng  of  fo  sex  to  knawe  God  Almyghten)  es,  fe 
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tcii)  co?ninanJoinoiitcs  fat  lie  hasc  gyfTen)  vs.    Of  pc  ■\vhilkc  ten), 

jjc  tlire  bat  ere  firsto,  awe  vs  hallyly  to  lialde  anence  oure^  Godde,    [i  ms.  cure 

•  mi         ourej 

and  J>e  seuen)  })at  ere  eityre,  anence  oure  euen)  ensten).     The 
4  firste  comandement  charges  vs  and  teches  vs  fat  "we  leue  ne  xiie  first 

.  f     ^      ^      \    Coiniuaiid- 

lowte  na  false  goddes ;  and  in  f is  coTnmandement  es  forboden)  went, 
vs  alkyn)  mysbyleucs  and  aH:  niawmetryes,  aH  false  enchauntc- 
mentes  and  ali  soceryes,  aH  false  charnies  and  aH  wichecraftes, 
8  fat  men)  of   myssebyleue  traystes  appon)  or  hopes  any  hclpe 
in)  WitA-owtten)  God  Ahnvditeii).     The   tober   co?;anandement  t)ic  second 

•"^  '  ComniMid- 

byddes  vs  noghte  take  in  ydillchipe,  ne  in  vayne,  f  e  name  of  oure   ""•"'■• 
Lorde  Godde,  so  fat  we  trowe  noghte  in  His  name  bot  fat  es 
12  sothefaste,  fat  we  swere  noghte  by  His  name  bot  if  it  be  byhouely, 
and   fat  we  neuen)  noghte  His  name  bot  wirchipfully.     The 
third©  cowmandemewt  es,  fat  we  halde  and  halowe  oure  haly  The  third 

Command- 
day,  fe  sonondaye,  and  aH  ofer  fat  falles  to  fe  3ere,  fat  er  went- 

16  ordeynede  to  halowe  thurgh  Haly  Kyrke ;  in  fe  whilke  dayes   Decalogue.) 
aH  folke  bathe  lorede  and  lawede  aAve  to  gyfFe  fam)  gudly  to 
Goddes  se/-uyce,  to  here  and  sayc  it  efter  f aire  state  cs,  in  wir- 
chipe  of  Godd  AH-myghty  and  of  His  gud  halowes,  noghte  fan) 

20  for  to  tente  to  tary  with  f e  werlde,  ne  lyffe  in  lykynge  ne  luste, 
fat  fe  flesche  3ernes,  bot  gudly  to  se?-ue  Godde  in  clenncs  of  lyfc. 
The  ferthe  commandeme?it  bvddes  vs  doo  wyrchipe  to  ffadire  Tiie  fourth 

''  J  1  Comninnd- 

and  to  modire,  noghte  ^anely  to  fleschely  fadyr  and  modire  fat  "."","*,.,, 
24  getcs  vs  and  fosters  vs  furthe  in  f e  werlde,  bot  tiH  oure  gastely  Decalogue.) 
ffadire  fat  base  heuede  of  vs,  and  teches  vs  to  lyffe  tiH  hele  of  back] 
oure  saules,  and  tiH  oure  gastcly  modyr,  fat  es  Haly  Kyrke,  to  be 
bouxome  fare-to,  and  sauo  fe  ryghtc  of  it,  ffor  it  cs  modir  tiH  aH 
28  fat  cristenly  lyffcs,  and  alswa  tiH  ilke  man)  fat  wyrchipfuH  cs 

for  to  do  wyrchiije  eftirc   bc/,t  it  is.     Tlic  fvfte   comandcme«t  Tiie  iifih 

J  >■  r  J  Command- 

byddes  vs  fat  we  sla  na  man),  fat  es  to  say,  bodyly  ne  gastcly  "l}',"*"-., 
nofe?',  ffor  als  many  we  sla  in  fat  at  we  ma}^,  als  we  sclaundire   Decalogue.) 
32  or  bakbyte  or  falsely  deffames,  or  fandes  for  to  confoundc  faym 
fat  noghte  scrues,  or  wzt/^drawes  lyfelade  fra  fam)  fat  base  nede, 
if  we  be  of  hauvnge  for  to  hclpe  bam).     Tlie  scxte  co??nuandme7/t  Tiic  sixth 

"^     °  ^      '^  Command- 

for-beddes  vs  to  syn)  or  for  to  foly  fleschely  -with  any  woman),   '"'"t- 
36  owfer  sybbo  or  frc?Mmcdc,  wcddc  or  vnwcddc,  or  any  lleschcly   Decalogue.) 


II.    THE    TEN    COMMANDMENTS    ALL    INCLUDED    IN    TWO. 


The  seventli 
Command- 
nient. 
(8th  of  the 
Decalogue.) 

P  ?  helynge] 


The  eighth 
Comiiiand- 
irient.) 
(9th  of  the 
Decalogue.) 


The  ninth 
Coinmand- 
iiii'iit. 

(Part  of  the 
lOtli  of  the 
Decalogue.) 


The  tenth 
Command- 
nient. 

(Part  of  the 
10th  of  the 
Decalogue.) 


Tliese  Ten 
Comniaiid- 
nients  are 
included  in 
two  in  the 
Gospel — 
that  we  love 
God  and  our 
brethren. 

[1  leaf  210] 


knawynge  or  dede  liaue  with  any,  oper  pan  fe  sacrament  of 
matremoyne  excusez,  and  fe  lawe  and  pe  lare  of  Haly  Kyrke 
teches.  The  seuende  byddis  vs  fat  we  sali  noghte  stele  ;  in  whilke 
es  forboden)  vs,  robbyng  and  reuynge,  and  all  wrangwyse  takynge  4 
or  wit/i-haldynge  or  hydynge  or  lielelynge^  of  o))er  luenes  gudes, 
agaynes  Jjaire  witt   and  faire  AviH  Jjat   base   rygbte  to  f»ayni). 
The  augbten)  co?/3mandement  byddes  vs  pat  we  saH  bere  na  false 
wytnes  agaynes  oure  eueii)  cristeu) ;  in  J?e  wliilke  es  forboden)  vs  8 
alt  maneye  of  lesynges,  ffalse  consperacye  and  false  swerynge, 
wbare-thui'glie  oure  euen)  cristyn)  may  lese  payre  catelle,  tfaitb, 
ffauoM?'  or  fi'ame,  or  any  thyng  eHs,  whejier  it  be  in  gastely  or  in 
bodyly  gudes.     The  nyende  co??zmandeme?it  es,  pat  we  3eme  12 
noghte  oure  neghtboure  house ;  in  whilke  es  forboden)  aH  wrang- 
wyse  couetyse  of  land  or  of  lythe,  or  of  oghte  elles  pat  may 
noghte  be  lyftede  ne  raysede  fra  pe  grounde,  als  thynge  pat  es 
stedfaste  and  may  noghte  be  styrrede.    The  tende  commandement  16 
an  pe  lasto  es,  pat  we  3erne  noghte  pe  wyefe  of  oure  neghtcboure 
ne  of  oure  euyn)  cristen),  ne  his  maydeu),  ne  his  knaue,  ne  his 
oxe,  ne  his  asse.     In  pe  Avhilke  es  forboden)  vs  to  ^erne  or  to 
take  any  thynge  pat  may  be  styrride  of  oper  mens  gudes,  als  20 
robes  or  reches  or  ope?*  cateli,  pat  we  hafe  na  gude  titiH  ne  na 
rygbte  to ;  ffor  what  thyng  so  we  take  or  getes  one  oper  wyse 
pan)  pe  lawe  and  pe  lare  of  Haly  Kyrke  teches,  we  may  noghte 
be  assoylede  of  pe  trespase,  bot  if  we  make  assethe  in  pat  pat  we  24 
may,  to  pam)  pat  we  harmede  wtt/i-haldande  paire  gude.    And  in 
case  pat  we  hafe  thurghe  false  athes,  als  in  assises  or  ope?"  en- 
questes,  wetandly  or  willfully  gerte  oure  euen)  cristyn)  lesse  paire 
patremoyne  or  paire  heritage,  or  falsely  be  dyssessede  of  lande  or  28 
of  lythe,  or  false  deuorce  be  made,  or  any  man)  dampnede,  pofe 
aH  we  do  pat  we  may  to  pe  pa?*ty,  3it  may  we  noghte  be  assoy- 
lede of  pe  trespas,  bot  of  oure  beschope,  or  of  hym  pat  base  his 
powere,  ffor  swylke  caas  es  ryuely  reseruede  titt  hym)  seluen).  32 
Thise   ten)  cowmandeme7itez   pat   I  hafe   now  rekkenede,  ere 
vmbylowkede  in  twa  of  pe  gospeUe.     The  tane  es,  pat  we  luffe 
Godde  ouer  aH  thynges  ;  the  toper  ^  es,  pat  we  lufe  oure  euen)  cris- 
teu) hallely  in  oure  hurte  als  we  do  oure  seluen) ;  ffor  Godd  awe  3G 
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vs  to  lufe  hally  with  herte,  with  aH  oure  myglitc,  wiUi  aH  oure 
thoghte,  with  wordi;  and  with  Jedc.  Cure  eiiyii)  crystcii)  als  swa 
awe  vs  to  lufc  vn-to  pat  ilke  gude  Jjat  we  lufe  oure  selfe,  jjat  es, 
4  J)at  fiay  wcle  fare  in  body  and  in  saulc,  and  conic  to  ])at  ilkc  blysse 
pat  we  thynke  to  ;  and  whate-so-euer  fat  he  bee  pat  pine  twa  wele 
3emes,  aH  pc  ten)  co?«mandementes  forsothe  he  fulfilles. 

Tercio. 
8  Septem  Su«t  Sacramenta  Ecclesie 

The  Seuen'  Sacramentes  of  Haly  Kyrke. 

IiG  thirde  thynge  of  be  sex  bat  I  firste  touchide  cs,  be  scuen)   Tiic  third 

tliiiif;  is  llic 

sacramentes   bat  Haly  Kirke  gyfres,  thnrghe  p;'elates  and   «ivfn 
12  oper  prestes  jjat  base  pe  powere  ;  of  whilkc  scuen),  the  firste  fyve 
ilke  cristen)  man)  awe  lawefuUy  to  take  efter  bis  elde  es,  and  twa 
lyes  in  baire  wiH  bat  ressayues  bayni).     The  firste  sacrament  of  The  first  is 

IJaiitisiii. 

seuen)  es  oure  baptyni),  fat  we  take  Jie  firste  tyme  pat  we  beconi) 
16  cristyn).  In  wbilke  bathe,  pe  firste  synn)  fat  we  ere  borne  with, 
and  alkyn)  oper  synnes  ere  waschen)  awaye,  fat  Ave  ere  fylede 
with  are  we  take  it;  and  fe  trouthe  of  Haly  Kyrke  es  taken) 
fare-in),  w/t//-owtteii)  wbilke  na  synfuH  mans  saulc  may  be 
20  sauede.     And  tiH  bis  sac/vcnie«t  fFalles  foure  thynges,  if  it  saH   Four  tiiin-s 

'  ^     o  rt'(|iiirtil  to 

ryghtely  be  tane  als  Haly  Kirke  teches.     Ane  es,  ryghtc  sayey?«g  ^"■•^^^-  "j'l'- 
and  carpyng  of  f e  wordes  fat  hym  awe  for  to  say  fat  gylFes  fis 
sacrament,  fat  ere  f ise :  '  I  baptise  f e  in  f e  name  of  f e  Fadir  (i)  Tiic 

24:  and  fe  Son?ie  and  fe  Haly  Gaste.'     Ane  oper  es,  fat  it  be  done  (2)  water 
anely  in  watire ;  ffor  na  nof er  licoure  es  lefulle  fare-fore.  j)e  thirde  (?)  intcn- 
cs,  fat  he  fat  gyffes  fis  sacrame?it  be  in  witt  and  in  AviH  for  to 
gylfe  it.    And  be  fcrthe  es,  bat  he  bat  takes  it,  be  nof  er  of  lerede  (»)  Timt  it 

28  nor  of  lewdc  baptisede  be-fore  ;  ffor  if  f  e  prcste  be  in  were  of  hym   iiunc  buforu. 
fat  saH  take  it,  Avhetliire  he  be  baptisede  or  he  be  noghte,  fan 
saH  he  say  fe  wordes  one  fis  wycsc, '  If  f')u  be  noghte  baptisede, 
I  baptise  f  e  in  f  e  name  of  f  e  liadire  and  f  e  Sone  and  f  e  Haly 

32  Gaste.'    The  secunde  sacrament  es  co^fcrmynge,  bat  be  byschopc  tuc  second 
gylles  to  fam)  fat  ere  baptisede,  fat  gylfes,  thorowe  his  powere,  to  Cominim- 
fam)  fat  takes  it,  fe  grace  and  fo  gyftc  of  fe  Haly  Gaste  to  make 
faym)  marc  stall worthe  fan  fay  ware  bc-forc  to  standc  agayncs 
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fe  fende  and  dedly  syii);  pat  nane  hase  powere  to  do  Lot  pe 

byschope  allane,  pat  hase  the  state  and  pe  stede  of  Cristes  Appos- 

The  third       tilles.     The  thirde  sacrament  es  callede  penance,  pat  es,  sothe- 

Penance.        faste  for-thynkynge  pat  we  hafe  of  oure  syn),  Wit//-owtten)  wiH  4 

or  thoghte  to  turne  agayne  to  it.     And  pis  sacrament  bus  haue 

thre  thynges.   Ane  es,  sorowe  in  oure  herte  pat  we  hafe  synnede. 

Anoper  es,  opyii)  scrifte  of  mouthe  how  we  hafe  synnede.     The 

[2ienf2i6,      ^  rightwise   amendes-makyng   for   that   we   haf   synned^    ^jjjgQ  g 

thre  w?'t7i  guil  wiH  to  forsake  oure  syn)  clensez  vs  and  waschcs 
Tiic  fourth  vs  of  alkyn)  syn).  Tlie  ferthe  es,  pe  sacrament  of  pe  autyr, 
tiint  of  the      Cristes  awen)  body  in  lyknes  of  brede,  als  hale  als  He  tuke  it 

of  pe  blysside  mayden) ;  the  whillie,  ilke  man)  and  woman)  pat  12 
"  of  elde  es,  awe  for  to  rescheyue  anes  in  pe  3ere,  pat  es  at  say,  at 
pe  pasch,  als  Ilaly  Kirke  vses,  Avhen  pay  ere  clensedc  of  syn) 
thurghe  penance,  o  payne  of  doynge  owte  of  Haly  Kirke,  bot  if 
pay  forbere  it  by  skyHwyse  caiise  pat  awe  to  be  knawen)  to  pam)  16 
pat  sali  gyffe  it ;  ffor  he  pat  tase  it  worthily,  tase  his  saluacyone ; 
and  wha  sa  takes  it  vnworthily,  tase  his  dampnacione.  The 
Tiic  fifth        fyfte   sacrament   es,    pc    laste    enoyntynge   with   oyle,    pat    es 

Sacniiimnt  is 

Extreme        halowedo  and  handelyde  of  prcstes,  pe  whilke  sacrament  awe  20 

Uiictiou. 

anely  to  be  gyffen)  to  pan:)  pat  lie  wate  ere  of  skillwyse  elde,  and 
pat  he  sese  sekyrly  in  pe?-eHe  of  dede,  in  lyghtenes  and  alegeance 
of  paire  sekenes,  if  Godde  wiH  pat  pay  turns  agayne  to  pe  hele, 
and  als  in  forgyffnes  of  venial  synnes  and  in  lessynge  of  payne  if  24 
Tiic  sixth       pay  passe  hepen).     The  sexte  sacrament  of  Ilaly  Kyrke  es  ordire, 

Sacraiiiuiit  is  i  i  •       «. 

ordurs.  pat  gyfltcs  powere  to  pam  pat  ryghtwysly  tase  it,  nor  to  serue  in 

Haly  Kyrke  efter  paire   state   es,  and   to   pam)  pat   takes   pe 
ordyre  of  preste  for  to  synge  messe,  and  for  to  mynystre  pe  28 
sacramentes  of  Haly  Kyrke,  pat  to  pani)  fallys,  eftyr  pe  state  pat 

The  seventh    pay  hafe  and  paire  degre  askes.     The   seuende  Sacrament   es 

Sacraiiiciit  is 

Matrimony,    matrymoyne,   pat   es   lawcfuH  festywnynge   be-twyx  man)  and 

woman)  at  paire  bathere  assente,  for  to  lyffe  samen)  wz't/i-owtten)  32 
any  lowssynge,  whiHs  paire  lyfe  lastes,  in  remedy  of  syn)  and 
getynge  of  grace,  if  it  be  tane  in  gude  entente  and  clennes  of  lyfe. 

^—1  Left  out  of  the  Thornton  MS. ;  supplied  from  the  York  MS,,  ed. 
Canou  Simmons. 
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The  fferthe  thyng  of  fe  Sex. 
Thiese  be  pe  seuen'  werkes  of  mercy  bodyly. 

rJiG  fertile  thynge  of  po  sex  to  knawe  GodJe  Almyglity,  fat  vs   The  fourth 
tiling'  is  the 
bynoues  fullfili  in  aH  bat  we  maye,  ere  be  seuen)  deuis  of  mercy  Seven  w.-rks 

of  Mercy. 

vntiH;  oure  euen)  cristeii),  fat  Godde  saH  reherse  vs  apon)  fe  dred- 
fuH  day  of  dome,  and  wist  ho  we  we  haue  done  Jam)  here  in  fis 
lyfe,  als  Sayne  JMathcwe  makes  mynde  in  his  gospcHe,  Of 
8  whilke  pe  firste  es,  to  fede  faym)  Ipat  er  hun^jgry.  The  tojjer  es,  (i)  To  mcu's 
to  gyffe  J)ay??^  drynke  fat  er  thristy.  The  thyrdc  es,  for  to 
clethe  fam)  fat  er  clatheles  or  nakede.  The  ferthe  es,  for  to 
herber  fam)  fat  er  houseles.  The  fyfte  es,  for  to  vesete  fame  f c<t 
12  lyes  in  sekenes.  The  sexte  es,  for  to  helpe  fam)  fat  lyes  or  er 
in  presoune.  The  seuende  es,  to  bery  dede  men)  fat  base  myster. 
Jjise  ere  the  seuen)  bodyly  dedis  of  mercy  fat  iike  man)  awe  to 
doo  fat  es  myghtty.        ]3ar  are  of  mercy  alswa  seuen)  gastely  (2)  to  their 

souls. 

16  dedis  fat  vs  awe  to  doo  tiH  fam)  fat  base  nede  tiH  vs.     Ane  cs, 
to  consaile  and  wysse  fam)  fat  are  wyli.     Anof er  es,  to  chasty 
fam)  fat  wyrkkys  ili.   pQ  third  ^  e?,  to  solauce  thaym  fat  er  sorowe-     [^  itaf  217] 
fuH  and  comfortbe  tbaym).    The  ferthe  es,  to  pray  for  thaym)  fat 

20  ere  synfutt.    pe  fyfte  es,  to  be  thole-mode  when)  men)  mysdose  vs 
Jjc  sexte  es,  gladly  to   forgyffe  when  men)  haues  greuede  vs. 
TJie  seuende,  when  men)  askes  vs  for  to  lerc^  thaym,  if  Ave  cuii)   ['-MS.  hcrej 
marc  fan  fay,  for  to  lere  thaym).     Jpise  vn-tiH  ou.e  neghteljours 

24  ere  fuH:  nedfatt,  and  to  fam)  fat  duse  thaym)  wondh-e  medefuH, 
ffor  be  saH  [hafe]  mercy  fat  mercyfuH  es,  and  man)  wit/i-owttcu) 
mercy  of  mercy  saH  mysse. 

vij  op' ra  misencordie  corporalia  vno  versu. 
28  Vestio,  cibo,  poto,  redimo,  tsgo,  colligo,  condo, 

vij  ope/-a  misericordie  spm7ualia 
Consule,  castiga,  solare,  remitte,  fer,  ora, 
Instrue,  si  pott/is,  sic  Chrido  carus  haberis. 


10 
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The  fifth 
thing  is  the 
Seven  Vir- 
tues. 


(1)  Belief  or 
Faitli. 


(2)  Hoi-e. 


(3)  Cliarity. 


(1  leaf  217, 
back] 


(1)  Justife. 


{:,)  Pru- 
dence. 
[i  MS.  or] 


The  ffifte  thyng  of  pe  sex. 
The  seuen'  gastely  vertus. 

rphc  fyfte  thyngc  of  fe  sex  to  knawe  God  Alnij-ghtcn),  are  pe 
-*-    seueii)  vertus  Jjat  Haly  "Writte  teches;  of  -whilke  seuen),  fe  tlire  4 
firste  fiat  are  hede-tliewes,  teches  vs  how  to  hafe  vs  vii-to  God 
Ahiiyghtty ;  and  fe  foure  teches  vs  swa  for  to  lyffe  fat  it  be  bathe 
lykande  to  Godd*;  and  to  man).    \)e  firste  vertu  es  trouthe,  whare- 
thurghe  we  trow  anely  in  Godde  J)at  made  aH  thynges,  -with  ail  pe  8 
oper  vertus  I  touchedc  be-fore.     And  Jjis  es  nedfuH:  tiH:  aH  fat 
cristenly  lyffes ;  ffor  troutlie  es  begynnynge  of  aB  gude  dedis ; 
ffor  nofer  es  trouthe  worthe  w/t//-owtten)  gud  work,  ne  na  werke 
Wit/^-owtten)  trouthe  may  pay  Godd  Almyghtty.     ])g  toper  gude  12 
thewe  or  vertue  es  hope,  fat  es,  a  sekyr  habydynge  of  gastely 
gude,  thurghe  Goddes  gudnes  and  oure  gude  dedis  for  to  com)  to 
fat  blysse  pat  neuer  mare  blynnes,  noghte  anely  in  trayste  of 
Goddes  gudnes,  ne  allanly  in  trayste  of  oure  gude  dedis,  hot  iu  IG 
trayste  of  thaym)  bathe  when)  fay  are  bathe  sa»imen) ;  ffor  nof er 
saH  we  faH  sa  ferr«  iii-tiH  wlianhope  fat  we  ne  saH  traiste  to 
hafe  fat  blysse  if  we  wele  do,  ne  we  saH  noghte  com)  so  ferre 
iu-to  oue/'hope  for  to  trayste  so  niekiii  in  Goddes  gudnes  fat  we  20 
saH  hope  to  haue  fat  blysse  Av^t7^owtten)  gude  dcdys.     Jje  thirde 
vertue  or  thewe  es  charyte,  f e  Avhylke  es  a  dere  lufe  fat  vs  awe 
vn-tiH  Godde  Almyghty  als  for  Ilym  selfe,  and  tiH  oure  euen- 
cristen)  for  God  Almyghttyn),  fFor  fe  tane  may  noghte  be  lufede  2-1 
Av/t7<-owtten)  f e  tofe?",  als  Sayn  lohan  fe  gospellere  sayse  in  his 
pystiH.     *  Jpat  co??imandeme?jt,'  he  saise,  *hafe  we  of  Godde  ^fat 
wha-sa-euer  lufes  Gode  lufes  his  euencristyn) ;  ffor  he  fat  lufes 
noghte  his  brofer  wham)  he  may  see,  how  sulde  he  lufe  God  28 
wham)  he  sese  noghte.'     ]3e  ferthe  vertue  or  thewe  es  ryght- 
wysenes,  fat  es,  to  jelde  to  aH  men)  fat  we  awe  fam),  Ifor  to  do 
to  ilke  a  man)  fat  vs  awe  to  doo,  for  to  Avirchipe  tham)  fat  ore 
worthy,  ffor  to  helpe  fe  pure  fat  er  ncdy,  to  do  no  gyle  ne  32 
wrange  vn-to  na  man),  hot  for  to  do  fat  skiH  es  vn-tiH  ilke  mane. 
pQ  fyfte  vertue  or  thewe  es^  sleghte  or  sleghenes,  fat  wysses  vs  to 
be  warre  with  Avathes  of  f e  Averlde,  flbr  it  kennes  vs  to  knawe  fe 
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gutl  and  Jje  iH,  and  alswa  to  sundire  ])q  tane  fra  pe  to])er,  and  for 
to  leue  )3at  es  euyH  and  take  to  pc  gnde,  and  of  twa  gud  thynges 
for  to  chese    be    bette/-.     be  sexto  vertue   es    strenghe  or  stal-  (fi)  Forti- 

'  tude. 

4  worthnes,  noglite  anely  of  body,  bot  of  herte  and  wiH,  euynly  to 
suffire  J)e  Avele  and  pQ  waa,  Avelthe  or  wandretli  wlietbire  so 
betyde,  and  fiat  oure  herte  be  iioghte  to  hye  for  na  -vvele-farc,  ne 
ouer-mekiH  vndire  for  nane  euyH  fare,  bot  styffely  for  to  stande 

8  agaynes  oure  faas,  "whethir  ])ay  be  bodyly  or  fay  be  gastely,  swa 
fat  na  fulle  fandynge  make  vs  to  falle  ne  be  false  in  oure  faytlle 
agaynes  God  Almyghtty.  pe  seuend  vertue  and  pe  laste  es,  (")Tcnipcr- 
inethe  or  metliefuhies,  fat  kepes  vs  fra  owterage  and  hakles  vs  in 
12  eue?iliede,  lettes  fulle  lykynge  and  lustc  of  fe  flesche,  and  ^emes  vs 
fra  3ernynges  of  werldly  gudes,  and  kepes  in  clennes  of  body  and 
of  saule.  ffor  methe  es  mesure  and  mett  of  aH  fat  we  do,  if  we 
lyffe  skilhvysly  als  f  e  lawe  teches. 

16  The  sexte  thyng  and  fe  laste.  The  sixth 

thing  is  tlie 

rJiQ  sexte  tliynge  and  fe  laste  of  fase  I  firste  towchede,  es  fc  gi'^g"  ^'^  ^ 
seuen)  heuede  or  dedly  syiins  fat  ilke  a  man)  and  woman)  awe 
for  to  knawe  to  flee  and  forhewe,  ffor  folkes  may  noghte  flee 

20  fam)  bot  fay  knawe  thayin).  Pride,  and  Eiiuye,  "Wretli,  and 
Glotonye,  Couetyse,  and  Slouthe,  and  Lecherye.  And  for-f  i  er 
fay  callede  seuen)  heuede  synnes,  for  f<(t  aH  oper  co?«mes  of 
thaym) ;  and  for-f i  ere  fay  callede  dedely  sy«nes,  for  fay  gastely 

2-i  slaa  ilke  manes  and  womanes  saule  fat  es  hannkede  in  aHe  or  in 
any  of  thaym).  Whare-fore  fe  wyesc  inaii)  liyddes  in  his  bukc, 
als  fra  fe  face  of  fe  neddyre,  fande  to  flee  syi]).  ifor  als  fe 
venym)  of  f e  neddire  slaas  manes  body,  swa  f e  venyni)  of  syn) 

28  slaas  manes  saule.     The  firste  of  f iso  seuen)  synnes  es  callede  (i)  rriac. 
pryde,  fat  es,  a  lykande  lieghenes  of  a  manes  herte,  of  ofl"yce  or 
of  heghe  state,  or  ofer  noblaye  fat  he  oiipcr  haues  of  kyndo  or 
of  grace,  or  he  hopes  fat  ho  haues  mare  fan)  anothire.     And  of 

32  fis  wikkede  synii)  commes  some  sore  spaces,  boste  and  ^aui'^/nit-    [i  loaf  jisi 
ynge  and  vnbouxsomnes,  despite,  and  ypocrisy  and  vnhandynes, 
and  oper  fat  ofte  ere  sene  amangcs  prowilo  men).     The  sccundc 
dedely  synii)  os  hatten)  emiy,  fat  es,  a  sorowo  and  a  sylo  of  f e   (-2)  Kuvy. 
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wele-fare  and  a  icy  of  fe  cu}'!!  fare  of  cure  euenecristeii).  of 
wliilke  syii:i)  many  spyces  sprenges  and  spredes.  Anc  es, 
liateredyn)  to  speke  or  here  oghte  be  spoken)  ))at  may  sown) 
vn-to  gude  to  faym  pat  pay  hate.  Ane  oper,  false  juggynge  or  4 
dome  of  pairfi  dedis,  and  ay  turne  vn-to  euyH  fat  es  done  to 
gude.  \)e  thirde  es,  bakbyttynge,  to  saye  be-hynde  pam)  pat  wc 
wiH  noghte  avowe  no  saye  be-fore  pam).  "Whare  noghte  anely  he 
pat  spekes  pe  euyH,  bot  he  pat  heres  it  be  spoken),  es  for  to  8 
blame ;    flbr   -ware    pare   na   herere,   pare   ware   na   bakbyttere. 

(3)  Auger.       ])e  thirde  dedly  synn)  or  heuede  syn)  es  wrethe,  pat  es,  a  wykkede 

stirrynge  or  boUenynge  of  hcrte  whare-fore  a  man  wilnes  for  to 
wreko  hym)  or  wykkydly  to  vcnge  hym  appon)  his  euynecristyn).  12 
■  And  of  pis  wykkede  syn)  commes  stryvynge  and  flytynge  with 
many  false  athes  and  many  foule  wordes,  sclaundere,  for  to 
for-do  a  mans  gude  fame,  ITeghtynge  and  flfelony,  and  oftc 
manes  slaughtere,  and  many  ma  pat  nowe  es  [na]  nede  for  to  IG 

(4)  Gluttony,   be  neucnede,     \)g  fTertlie  dedly  synn)  men)  calles  glotonye,  pat 

cs,  ane  vnskihvyse  lykynge  or  lufe  in  taste  or  in  takynge  of  mete 
or  of  drynke ;  and  pise  trespas  meiD  duse  apponj^e  sere  v.'yse. 
Ane  cs  ouper  ouer-arely  or  oucrlate  or  ouer  oftesythe  for  to  etc  20 
or  drynke  bot  if  nede  gere  it.  Ane  o\)er  es  for  to  lytfe  oue?"  dely- 
cately.  J5e  thirde  es  for  to  ete  or  drynke  oner  mekyll.  J3e 
fertile  es  ouer  hastely  to  ete  or  to  drynke.  J3e  fifte  es  to  compas 
and  caste  appon)  whate  wyese  we  may  gette  dylicious  metis  or  24 
drynkes  to  fulliH  pe  lykynges  and  pe  lustcs  of  pe  flesch  oper  pan 
we  may  gudly  lede  oure  lyfTe  with  :  vnde  xexsus 

lirQpxoperh,  Itrnth,  nlmls,  ardeufev,  studiose. 

(5)  Covetous-   )5e  fyfte  dedly  syn)  es  callede  couetyse,  pat  es,  a  wrangwyse  wyln-  28 

ynge  or  ^ernynge  to  liaue  any  maner  of  gude  thvit  vs  awe  noghte. 
And  pis  es  don??e  pryncypally  appon)  twyn)  wyese.  Ane  es, 
wrangwysely  to  get  any  th^-nge  pat  oure  lykynge  or  oure  lufe 
lyghtes  apcn),  als  be  sacrelege  or  by  symony,  falsehede  or  okyr,  32 
or  oper  gelery,  whilke  pise  worldely  men)  er  wounte  for  to  vse 
pat  castes  pairc  conaundenes  swa  vn-to  couetyse  pat  pay  ne  rekke 
wheper  it  be  \fiih  ryghte  or  w/t/A  wrange,  bot  pat  pay  may  gette 
pat  at  paire  herte  jernes.     Anope?*  es,  wrangwisely  to  halde  pat  3G 


VI.    THE    SEVEN    DEADLY    SINS.  13 

at  es  gotyne,  fat  es  ■\vlioii)  wc  wiH  iioghtc  do  to  Godde  Almyghton) 
DC  tiH:  Ilaly  Kyrke  ne  tiH  ourc  cuciu'crystyii)  ))at  vs  awe  for  to 
do  by  dett  and  by  lawe,  bot  ancly  lialdes  ])at  we  hafe,  for  ese  of 
4  oure  selfeii),  whare  noghte  anely  he  fat  wrangwysely  getes,  bot  he 
fat  wraiigwysly  haldes,  falies  in  fe  synn).  Jje  scxte  dedly  synii) 
es  slewthe  or  slaweues,  fat  es,  a  hortly  angere  or  anoye  tiH  vs  of  (o)  siotii. 
any  gastely  gud  fat  we  satt  do  ;  ^and  of  fis  wikkede  synn  comes  [i  leaf  218, 
8  sere  spyces.  Ane  es,  latosoiancs  or  lyte  to  drawe  apoii)  lenghte 
or  to  lache  any  gude  dedis  fat  wc  saH  do  fat  may  turne  vs  tiH 
lujlpc  or  licle  of  oure  sanies.  Anof '^r  es,  a  dullnes  or  heuenes  of 
herte  fat  lettes  vs  for  to  lufe  our  Lorde  Gode  Ahnyghtcii)  or 

12  any  lykynge  to  hafe  in  his  seruysc.  )?e  tliirde  es,  ydillchipe  fat 
ouer  mekyH  es  hauntede,  fat  makes  lathe  to  begynn)  any  gude 
dedis,  and  lyghtly  dose  vs  to  leue  when)  oghte  es  begun),  and 
fare  whare  we  ere  kyndely  borne  for  to  swynke,  als  f e  feule  es 

IG  kyndely  brede  for  to  flie,  it  haldes  vs  eue?'mare  in  ese  agayne  oure 
kj'nde ;  flbr  idillnes  es  enemy  to  cristen)  man)  sai;le,  stepmodire 
and  stamerynge  agaynes  gude  thewes,  and  witter-wyssynge  and 
waye  tiH  alkyn)  vices,     pe  seuende  dedely  syn)  es  batten)  lychcry,   (t)  Lechery. 

20  fat  es,  a  foule  lykynge  or  luste  of  f e  flesche  ;  and  of  fis  foule  syn) 

comes  many  sere  spyces.     Ane  es  IFornycacyon),  a  fleschly  synn   Fomir.ition. 
be-twyxe  ane  anlypy  man)  and  ane  anlypy  woman) ;  and  for-thi 
fat  it  [es]  agaynes  f e  lawe  cmd  f e  leue  and  f c  lare  fat  Haly  Kirke 

21:  haldes,  it  es  dedly  syn)  to  faym  fat  it  duse.    Anofer  es  avowtry,   Adultery. 
and  fat  cs  spouselireke,  whef er  it  be  bodyly,  or  it  be  gastely,  fat 
greuosere  and  gretter  es  fan  fe  tofer.     )?e  thirde  es  incest,  fat  incest, 
es,  when)  a  man)  synnes  fleschely  vfith  any  of  his  sybb  frendes,  or 

28  any  of cr  fat  es  of  his  affynyte  gastely  or  bodyly,  whcf er  so  it  be. 
0]>er  spyces  many  sprynges  of  fis  syn),  fat  ower  mekiH  cs 
knawen)  and  kende  in  fis  wcrlde  w/t//  fayni  fat  lodes  fairc  lyfo 
als   faire  flesche   ^ernes.     Jjise  an;   f e  sex  thynges   fat   I   hafe   These  thinps 

must  be 

32  spoken  oil'  fat  fe  lawe  of  Ilaly  Kirkc  lyes  maste  in,  the  whilko   known  if  wo 

wi>ulil  t;:\\n 

we  er  lialdi'ii)   to   knawe  and  to  cun),   if  we  saH   knawe  God   the  Wiss  of 

heaven. 

Alniyglity  and  oome  tiH  his  blysso.     And  for  to  gyffe  30W  better  Tiio  Bishop 

„  >;ivcs  4(1  ilavs 

Avytt  for  to  cun)  tliayni,  oure  fl'adir  fe  beschope  grauntes  of  his   I'aniont.. " 

'  nil  wlio 

36  grace  ilourty  dayes  of  pa/'doun)  tiH  aH  fat  cunncs  th;iyin  and   ki>'>w  thcui. 


14  VI.    IMPORTANCE    OF    KNOWING    THESE    THINGS. 

The  Bishop     ratvfyes  alswa  pat  ober  nieii)  cryifes,  swa  mekiH  coueitcs  he  be 

desires  your  ■"  ^^         >  r 

salvation.       hele   of   ^our  saules ;    ffor   jife    ^e   conandely   knawe   jjise  sex 
thynges,   thurgli  thaym  saH  30  cuii)   knawe  GodJe  Almyghty, 
wliaym,  als  Sayne  lolirm  sayse  in  his  gospelle,  cu»nandely  for  to  4 
knawe  swylke  als  He  es,  it  es  endles  lyfe  and  lastandc  blysse.    To 

Mayj3o(i        Jje  whilke  blysse  he  brynge  vs,  oure  Lorde  Gode  Ahnyghty ! 

bliss!  Amen)!  Amen)!  Amen)!     Fer  domimim  nostrum  jliesum  Chris- 

tum. q?d  cu7n  deo  pa^ri  &  s^iirita  sancto  viuit  &  r[e]gnat  omjii-  8 
T^ofens  deus  in  sec?ila  seculovum.     Amen) !  Amen) !  Amen) ! 


[The  above  Sermon  or  "  Lay  Folks'  Catechism  "  from  another 
j\IS.  was  all  in  type  for  the  E.  E.  'J'e.xt  Soc.  long  before  the  death 
of  its  Editor,  the  late  Canon  Simmons  of  York,  as  part  of  the 
Society's  series  of  iire-Iieformatioii  English  Divinity  Folk-Texts. 
Canon  Simmons's  edition  comprised  (1)  the  Catechism  above, 
from  Archbp.  Thoresby's  Kegister  at  York ;  (2)  its  original  Latin, 
as  approved  by  Convocation  at  York,  a.d.  1357  ;  (3)  a  Wycliffite 
Adaj)tation  of  the  Catechism  from  Lambeth  MS.  208,  t^'c. ;  (4) 
the  Corresponding  Canons  of  tlie  Council  of  Lambeth  under 
Archbp.  Peckham,  a.d.  1281. 

Since  the  death  of  our  genial  and  deeply-regretted  friend  in 
1884,  Mr.  F.  D.  Matthew  has  liael  the  volume  in  hand,  to  arrange 
Canon  Simmons's  notes,  and  write  the  Introduction,  &c.;  but 
his  work  for  the  Wyclif  Society  has  hitherto  hinderd  liim.  He 
hopes,  however,  to  finish  his  late  friend's  volume  soon. — F.  J.  F. 
12  Sept.  1889.] 
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THE  MllUlOrt  OF  SAINT  EDMUND. 


11. 

Incipit  Speculu»i  Scmcfi  Edmu?^di,  C&,ntua,YmiMs  Archi[e]pis-     [icanori 
copi  in  Anglic?.^.     Here  be-gynnys  the  myrro^^?-  of  Seynt 
Edmonde,  pe  Ersebechope  of  Cant(  rberye. 


u- 


ulefe  vocacionem  vcstram.    This  wordes,  sayse  Saynte  Paule   I.^ 
in  his  pistyH ;  and  thay  are  thus  mekiH:  to  saye  one  yng- 


Ivsche,  '  Seese  jowre  callyncre.'     This  worde  falles  tiH;  vs  folke  of  The  writer 

•^  '  -^  •'     ^  _  iidtlresses 

relicioun) :  and  bat  sals  he  tiH  excite  vs  tiH  perfeccyone.     And   himself  to 
8  ther-fore  what  houve  pat  I  thynke  of  my  selfe,  one  nyghte  or  on  ^'''.uf,''Isthem 
day,  on  a  syde  hafe  I  gret  joye,  and  on  anojjer  syde  gret  sorowe ;  \l^l^^  ^'^'"' 
loy,  for  fe  haly  religion),  sorowe  and  co^fusyoii)  for  my  febiH 
conue/'sasione.    And  ))at  es  na  wondire,  for  I  hafe  gret  encheson). 

12  Als  J)e  wyese  man  saise  in  his  sermon) ;  he  sais,  to  com  to  religion) 
es  souerayne  perfeccyone,  and  there-in  noglitc  perfitly  to  lyffe  es 
souej'ayne  dampnacyone.  And  thar-for  Jjare  es  na  turnc  of  Jjo 
way  bot  ane,  to   come  in   congregacyone,  pat  es  to   drawe  to 

IG  perfeccione  als  pou  wiH  pi  saluacyone,  to  lene  aH  pat  es  in  this 
worlde  and  aH  p«t  per-to  langys,  and  sett  thi  myglite  to  lyffe 
perfitly.     To  lyffe  perfitly,  as  Sayne  Bernarde  vs  kenuys,  pat  es   II. 
to  lyffe  hono?<?'abilly  mekely  and  lufesomly.    Hono?«'abilly  als  to   ing  consists 

20  God,  pat  poll  sett  thyn)  entente  to  do  Hys  wiH,  pat  es  [to]  say  in   hoiioiiriTbiv, 

.  iiieoklv,  anil 

aH  thynges  pat  poii  saH  thynke  in  hert,  or  say  with  mouthe,  or  lovingly, 
doo  in  dede,  with  any  of  pi  fyve  wyttes.  Alls  \\iAh  soynge  of  (ibiy-'im- 
cghe,  hcrynge  of  ere,  smellynge  of  neese,  suellynge  of  throtte,   Goifs  wiifin 

nil  things, 
'  Tlic  uiimbei's  at  the  siilo  arc  not  in  the  MS.,  but  are  appcnilcd  to  mark 
the  cliaptcr.s  of  the  original  Latin  work. 
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II.    MIRROR    OF   ST.  EDMUND.       THE    NEED    OF   KNOWING    OURSELVES. 


Wliat  tlie 
will  (if  God 
is,  viz.  tliat 
we  sliould 
be  holj-. 

III. 


Holiness 
consists  in 
knowing  and 
lovinLT. 


To  know  God 
we  iiuist 
know  our- 
selves. 


Reneot  then 
on  thyself. 


Thou  art 
made  of  vile 
con-u]iting 
matter. 


[1  leaf  197, 

back] 

[•■;  MS.  has 

has] 

Thon  ha.st 

done  many 

sins. 


Thou  must 
give  account 
of  all. 


towcliynge  of  hande,  gangand,  or  standando,  lygand,  or  sittande, 
thynke  at  pe  begynny^i'ge  if  fat  it  be  Goddes  wili  or  noghte. 
And  if  it  be  Goddis  wiH,  do  it  at  thy  powere.     And  if  it  be 
noghte  hys  wiH,  do  it  noghte  for  to  suffre  pe  dede.     Eot  now  4 
may  fou  aske  mee  -".vhat  es  Goddes  wyE.    I  say  ))e,  his  wiH  es  na 
notlier  thynge  bot  fi  halynes.     Als  fe  AppostiH  in  his  pystiH  : 
Hec  est  voluntas  Dei,  sanctijicacio  f;est7*a ;  \)at  es  to  say,  pat  es 
Goddes  wiH:,  pat  30  be  haly.     Bot  now  may  pou  aske  me  :  "What  8 
mase  man  haly  1     I  say  pe,  twa  thynges  w^'t/^owtten)  ma,  pat  e.'', 
knaweynge  and  lufe.     Knaweyng  of  sothefastnes,  and  hife  of 
gudnes.     Bot  to  pe  knaweynge  of  Godde,  pat  es  sothefastnes,  ne 
may  pou  noghte  com)  bot  be  knawynge  of  thi  self e ;  ne  3it  to  pc  1 2 
luf  of  Godde  may  pou  noghte  com)  bot  thurghe  pe  lufe  of  thynn) 
evyn)-crystyn).     To  the  knaweyng  of  thi  selfe  may  thou,  com)  with 
besy  vmbythynkynge,  and  to  the  knaweynge  of  Godde  thurghe 
pure  co?«templacio?^ue.    To  pe  knaweynge  of  pi  selfe  pou  may  com)  IG 
on)  pis  manere.    Thynke  besely  and  ofte  what  pou  erte,  what  pou 
was,  and  what  pou  saH;  be.     Ifyrste  als  vnto  pi  body.     )5ou  erte 
now  vyiere  pan)  any  mukkc.     )pou  was  getyn)  of  sa  vile  matire 
and  sa  gret  fylthc,  pat  it  es  schame  for  to  nevynn),  and  abhomy-  20 
nacyon)  for  to  thynke.     )3ou  saH  be  delyuerde  to  fades  and  to 
neddyrs  for  to  ete.    "What  pou  has  bene  and  what  thoAV  erte,  now 
saH  pou  als  to  pi  saule,  thynke.  If  or  what  thou,  ^sali  be  pou  may 
noghte  wyete  nowe.     Vmbc-thynke  pe  nowe  how  pou  has'^  don)  24 
gret  synnt'S  and  many,  and  how  thow  has  leftc  gret  gudnes  and 
many.     Thynke  how  lange  pou  hase  lyffede,  and  what  thow  has 
rescheyuede,  and  how  pou  lias  dyspende  it.     ffor  ilke  an  houre 
pat  pou  has  noghte  thoghte  one  Godde,  pou  has  it  tynte.     ifor  28 
pou  saH  ^elde  resouue  of  ilke  ane  ydiH  thoghte,  of  ilke  ane  ydiH 
dede,  of  ilke  ane  ydiH  worde.    And  righte  as  pou  has  noghte  ane 
hare  of  thi  heuede  pat  it  no  saH  be  gloryfyede  if  swa  be  pou  be 
safede,  righte  swa  saH  eschape  nane  houre  pat  it  ne  saH  [be]  ac-  32 
couritede.     A  Ihe.^u,  mercy !     If   aH    pis  worlde   ware   full  of 
smaHe  powdire,  wha  sulde  be  sa  qwaynte  pat  he  sulde  or  moghte 
lugge  ilke  a  thoghte,  ilke  a  sawe,  ilke  a  dede  by  pam)  selfe,  and 
twyn)  ilke  ane  fra  operl     Certis  na  thynge  bot  pe  saule,  pat  es  a  36 


II.    MIRROR    OF    ST.   EDMUND.       REASONS    FOR    LOVING    JESUS.  1  / 

thowsaiide  svthes  "retter  ban  all  bis  Avorlde,  if  it  ware  a  thow-  it  is  hard  to 
sande  sythes  gretter  fan  it  es.  And  it  es  so  fuH  of  dyuerse  thatisintiMi 
tlioghtes,  lykynges  and  ^erny^zgcs  :  wha  moglitc  fan  thus  seke  his 
4  heite,  J>at  he  moglit  knawe  aH:  fat  es  fare-in  or  thynke  it?  See 
nowe,  my  dere  hertly  frendo,  liowe  f  on  has  gret  nede  of  knawynge 
of  thi  selfe.  Sythen)  aftyrwarde  take  gnde  hede  wliatc  f ou  erte 
nowe  als  vn-to  bi  saule  :  howe  bow  has  littyH  of  gude  in  the,  and  Our  short- 

'  ••  ^  o  comings  and 

8  littiH  of  witte  and  littiH  of  powere ;  ffor  f  ou  3cniys  ilke  a  daye  j.'j'^ij^''^^^" 
fat  at  noghie  avayles  the,  and  euer  mare  oue?*  lattly  fat  at  may  mamfoid. 
a-vaile    the.     Dere    frende,  fou   ertc    dessayfede   sa   ofte  wj't/i 
vayne  joye,  nowe  trauelde  viiih  drede,  nowe  erte  fou  lyftede  one 

1 2  lof te  w?t/i  false  trayste.  See  noAv  on  f e  tof er  syde  :  ))ou  erte 
chaungeabiH ,  fat  at  fou  wiH  doo  to  day,  fou  wiH:  noghte  to 
morne.  And  ofte-sythes  fou  erte  anoyede  eftire  many  thynges, 
and  twnnent  if  fou  hafe  thayni  noghte.     And  sythen  when  fou 

16  has  fam)  at  fi  wiH,  fan  erte  fou  of  thaa  thynges  annoyede. 
Tbyuke  jitt  one  tJio,  tofer  syde  how  fou  erte  lyghte  to  fande, 
frele    to    agayne-.stande,    and   redy    to   assente.      Off   aH:    fese  Jesus  the 

_  only  (le- 

wrechidnes  now  lias  fe  delyuerede  Ihesu  fi  spouse,  and  delyue?'S  liveVer  from 

20  be  vlke  day  mare  and  mare,    ffor  when)  bou  was  noghte,  he  mad   ami  wretch- 
r     J  J  r  D       '  edness. 

f  e  in  saule  aftire  his  awen)  lykiiesse  and  his  ymage  ;  and  f  i  body, 
irade  of  foule  stynkande  skyum  of  f e  erthe  whare-of  es  abhomy- 
nacyone  to  thynke,  he  mad  f  e  in  Avitte  and  in  membirs  sa  nobiH 
24  and  sa  faire  fat  nane  can)  deuyse.  Thynke  now  besyly,  ^e  fat 
has  fleschely  frendis  and  Icynretlyn),  why  ^e  luffe  fam)  sa  derely 
and  sa  tcndirly.     If  fou  say  fat  fou  lufes  fi  fadire  or  fi  modire   iic  ought  to 

be  loved 

for-thi  bat  bou  erte  of  bairc  bludo  and  [of    ilesclie  getyu),  sa  are   move  than 

^       ^  '^  L     J  P     J     )  earthly 

28  fe  wormes  fat  comes  of  fam)  day  be  day.     On  a-nof«r  syde  fou   fiieuds. 
has  nofer  of  fam)  body  no  saule  bot  fou  fan  has  of  God  tlnirgho 
thaym).     ffor  whate  sulde  fou   iuif(»  IxMie  if  \n\\  liad  duellyde 
swilke  as  fou  was  of  thaym)"?  when  fou  genderide  in  fylthe  and 

32  in  syn)?    One  fe  tofe;-  syd,  if  fou  lufe  brethirc  or  systers  or  ofer 

kynredyii),  ior-thi  fat  fay  are  of  f e  same  flesche  of  fadir  or  of 

modire  and  of  fairo  blude,  by  fe  same  skyH  solde  fou  lufe  a  pece 

of  faire  flesche  if  it  [ware]  .<'chorne  a-waye ;  and  fat  solde  bo  crro?/r 

30  gri't  w/t/i-owtten)  mcsure.     3yfc  f'>'i  ^^ly  fiit  fou  lufes  fam)  for-thi 
ui;l.  riECKS.  C 


18  II.    MIRROR    OF    ST.  EDMUND.       THE    IXFIXITE    MERCY    OP   JESUS. 

J)at  Jiay  liafe  fleschely  fegure  in  lyknes  of  man'',  and  for-tliy  pat  J^ay 

[1  leaf  198]     ^haue  saule  ryglite  als  ]?ou  has,  pan  es  pi  bro|;er  fleschely  na  nerre 

fan  a-noj)??-,  bot  in  als  mekiH  als  pou  and  he  liase  batlie  a  fadire 

and  a  modire  fleschelj^,  the  begynnynge  of  Jii  flesche  pat  es  a  4 

lyttiH  filth  stynkande  and  fuH  to  see.     Thare-fore  pon  saH  lufe 

hym  of  whaym  aH  fi  fairenes  commes.     And  pou  saH  lufe  gastely 

IV.   ilk  a  man),  and  flee  fra  now  forthwarde  to  lufe  fleschly.     And 

swa  saH:  pon  doo  certaynly  if  pon  conabilly  thynke  of  gudes  J)at  8 

he  has  done  gndly  for  fie ;  and  mare  saH  doo  if  pon  lufe  hym 

enterc'ly  ;  fTor,  als  I  saidc  at  J)e  be-gynnynge,  "when  pon  Avas  noghte 

The  infinite     he  made  be  of  noghte,  and  "when)  pon  was  tynte  he  fande  be,  and 

niereies  of 

Jesus.      _     when)  pon  was   p<??'yschede  he  soghte   pe,  and  wlien)  J?ou  was  12 
saulde  with  sjvi),  fan  he  boghte  fo,  and  when)  pon  was  dampnode 
fan  he  sauede  pe.     And  when)  fou  was  borne  in  syn)  he  bap- 
tyzede  f e,  and  sythen)  aftirwarde  when)  pon  synnede  sa  foully  and 
sa  ofte,  fan  he  sufferde  fe  so  frely,  and  habade  thyn7ie  amende-  16 
mente  sa  lange,  and  sythen)  rescheyuede  fe  sa  swetly,  and  f e  has 
sett  in  sa  swete  a  falachipe.     And  ilke  a  day  when  fou  mysdose, 
fan  he  reprofes  fc,  and  when)  fou  repentis  fc  fan  he  forgyffes 
the,  and  when  pon  erris  fan  he  amendis  fe,  and  when  pon  dredis  20 
fc  fan  he  leris  fe,  and  when)  fou  hungers  fan  he  fedis  fe,  and 
when  fou  erte  calde  fan)  he  warmes  fe,  and  Avhen)  fou  has  hete 
fan  he  kclis  fe,  and  when  fou  slepis  fan  he  saues  f o,  and  when) 
fou  rysez  vpe  fan  he  vphaldes  fe,  and  eue?"  mare  when  fou  erte  24 
at  male-eese  fan  he  comforthes  fe.     Thyre  gudnes  and  many 
of  er  hase  don)  vn-to  f  e  thi  swete  spouse  Iliesu  Criste.     And  f  e 
swettnes  of  his  herte  saH  fou  thynke  eu^r  mare,  and  euer  speko 

The  service     fare-of,  and  ener  mare  lofe  hym,  and  evx7'  thanke  hym,  and  that  28 

that  we  owe  , 

to  Him.  ^^  bath  nyglite  and  day,  if  fou  oghte  kan)  of  lufe.  And  fare-ior 
when)  fou  ryses  of  fi  beddc  at  moruc  or  at  mydnyghte,  thjTike 
als  tite  how  many  thowsand  men)  a7id  women)  ore  p6;-ischede  in 
body  or  in  saule  fat  nyghte.  Some  in  fyre,  some  in  of  er  manere,  32 
als  in  water  or  one  lande.  Some  robbide,  woundide,  slayne,  dede 
sodardy  w/t/^-owttyn)  sacramentis,  and  fallyn)  in-tiH  dampnacione 
ay-lastande.  Thynk  alswa  how  many  thow.sande  pat  nyghte  are 
in  pcriH:  of  saule,  fat  es  to  say,  in  dedly  syn),  als  in  glotony,  36 


V. 
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lechery,  couetyse,  in  manes  slaynge  and  in  many  olper  folyos. 
And  of  all  pise  iHes,  the  has  delyuered  thy  swete  Lorde  Ihe^u, 
V'it/i-owtten)  bi  deserte.     What  seruyce  hase  bou  don?<e  whare-fore   Man  has 

'^  J  r  done  no 

4  he  hase  //aisirate  keped  bo,  and  many  ober  loste  and  forsaken)'?   service  in 
•^  r        r   >  J      r  return. 

ffor  sothe  if  Jjou  take  gud  kepe  how  gret  gude  he  has  done  fe  on 
ilk  a  syde,  Jjou  sail  fynd  hym  ocupiede  ahoute  pi  profet,  als  he  did 
nail)  oJ)6T  thynge  hot  anely  ware  entendande  to  pe  and  to  pi  luile, 
8  als  if  he  had  forgetyn)  ail  J?is  worlde  for  to  he  anely  intendande 
vn-to  J)e.  And  when  poa  hase  pis  thoghte,  lyfte  vpe  thy  handis 
and  thanke  thi  Lorde  of  bis  and  of  ail  ^  ober  gudes,  and  say  one  ['  leaf  i98, 

back] 

pis  manere,  'Gracias  tibi  ago,  do7nhie  Ihesu  Christc,  qui  me,  indig- 

12  imm  famulu??i  tuu??i  N".,  in  hac  nocte  vel  die  custodisti,  protexisti, 
visitasti,  sanu?«  sah^u??^  &  incolume?/i  ad  hanc  hora??i  pervenire 
fecisti;  et  pro  alijs  vniucrsis  beneficijs  tuis  que  michi  tua  sola 
pietate  coJztuHsti,  qui  viuis  &  regn«6'  deus '  &c.     This  Orysoii)  es 

16  tliws,  to  say  one  ynglysche, '  My  Lorde  Ih&su  Criste,  grace  I  ^eldc  The  prayer 
and  thanke  pe,  pat  me,  thyne  vnwortliy  seruande,  pou  hase  kepid,   ?,^®T^° 
couerde,  and  vesete  in  pis  nyghte  (or  in  pis  day),  hale,  safe,  and 
werales  vn-to  pis  tym)  pou  hase  made  to  come,  and  for  alt  oper 

20  gudes  and  henfetis  pat  pou  hase  geffyn)  me,  anely  thurghe  pi 
gudnes  and  pi  pete,  pou  pat  lyffes  and  regnes  endles.  Amen).' 
Dere  frende  in  pis  same  manere  sail  pou  say  when  pou  rysez 
at  morne,  and  when  pou  lygges  dowii)  at  evyn).     And  Avlicn)  pou 

24  has  done  swa,  pan  saH  pou  besyly  thynke  how  pou  hase  spende 
pat  day  (or  pat  nyglite),  and  pray  God  of  mercy  of  pe  iH  pat  pou 
liase  done,  and  of  pe  gude  p«t  pou  hase  lofte  vn-tiH  pat  tym). 
And,  dere  frende,  do  na  thynge  in  pis  lyfe  tiH  pou  co?wmend 

28  pi  selfe  and  thi  frendis,  qwykke  and  dede,  in  the  handis  of  thi 
swete  Lorde  Ihe^-u  Criste,  and  say  one  pis  mane?'e. 

In  manus  tuas  Do??«'ne,  &  sanc^ontm  angelor?f??i  tuor«;H,  co?;i-  Morning  and 
J      •      1  /      1    T   \        •  Evening 

mendo  in  hac  nocte  (vel  die)  a?a??iam  meam  et  corpus  vaewm,  Prayer. 

32  ct  patre?)iet  matre?n,  fra^res  et  sorores,  amicos  familiares,  p/'opin- 

quos  parentes,  henefactorcs  meos,  et  om?iem  pop«l?nn  catholicu?«. 

custodi  nos,  Do?/inie,  in  liac  nocte  (vel  die)  per  mcrita  ^  intor- 

cessione??i  heate  Marie  ct  om»iu/u  sanntoYiun,  a  vicijs,  a  co?/cu- 

30  pis[c]cnc;js,  a  pecc«/is,  et  temptacio?ab?is  diahoH,  a  suhilauia  et 

0  a 
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Mommgand   iuprovisa  morte,  et  a   penis  infenii.     Illumiua   cor    nic\i?rt  de 

Evening 

Trayer.  SpMv'^u  Quucto  &  de  tua  saucfa,  gmcia,  et  fac  me  semper  tuis 

obedire  mandatis,  &  a  te  niviqiicwi  sepa?'ari  permittas,  qui  viuis  & 
regnas  Deus  &c^.    And  this  orysone  es  thus  mekiH  to  saye,  *  Lorde  4 
Iliesu  Criste,  in  fi  handis,  and  in  fe  handis  of  thyn)  haly  augeHs, 
I  gyffe  in  ]jis  nyghte  (or  in  J?is  day)  my  saule  and  my  body,  my 
ffadir  and  my  modire,  my  brothire  and  my  systirs,  frendis  and 
seruandes,  neglitburs  and  kynredyn),  my  gude-doers  and  aH  folke  8 
righte  trowande ;    kepe  vs,  Lorde,  in  fis  nygbte  (ur  Jjis  day) 
thurgli  pe  gud  dedis  and  jse  prayere  of  fe  blyssed  mayden)  Marie 
and  aH  thi  halous,  fra  vices  and  fra  wykked  jernyngez,  fra  synns 
and  fra  fandynges  of  pa  deueH,  fra  sodayne  and  [vnjavysede  tlede,  12 
and  fra  pe  paynes  of  heUe !     Lyght  my  herte  of  the  Haly  Gaste 
and  of  tlii  haly  grace  !    Lorde,  poii  make  me  to  be  bouxsome  euer 
mare  to  J^i  byddynges,  and  sullire  me  neuer  mare  to  twyn)  fra  the, 

By  prayer       endles  Ihe^'u,  Lorde  in  Trynite  !  Amen.'    My  dare  frende,  if  bui  16 

and  obedi-  _  ./  ./  / 

<'"';e  we  may   hafe  pis  manere,  pan  saH  pou.  hafe  ven-ay  knaweyngc  of  thi  selfe, 
knowied-eof  jfuj  thus  saysc  haly  Writte,  'If  bou  Hrayste  one  thy  selfe,  to  bi 

ourselves.  j  j  '  r  J  J  '         r 

[1  leaf  109]     selfe  pou  saH  be  takyn) ;  and  3if  pon  trayste  one  Gode,  and  noghte 

one  J)i  selfe,  to  God  pou.  sail  be  gyifen).'    And  this  mane?*  of  con-  20 
sederacyone  es  callede  medytacyone,  ffor  by  J)is  maner  of  knaw- 
ynge  of  pi  selfe  and  by  pis  maner  of  medytacyone  saH  pou  come 
YI.   to  pe  knaweynge  of  Gode  by  haly  co7?templacyone.     Wiet  pou 
The  three       pat  pare  68  tln'o  mancrc  of  contemplacyoue.     The  fjTste  es  in  24 

dilt'erent 

sorts  (,f cm-    creaturs.     The  tobe?*  es   in  haly   scripture      The  thirde  es  in 

tenililation,  '  J  i 

Gode  hym)  selfe  ia  his  nature.     Thow  saH  wyet  pat  co7?teinpla- 

cyone  es  na  noper  thynge  bot  thoghte  of  Godde  in  gret  lykynge 

in  saule,  and  to  se  his  gudnes  in  his  creaturs.     His  gudnes  in  28 

or  thinking     his  crcaturs  may  pou  see  one  pis  manere.     Thre  thynges  pryncy- 

])a]y  ere  in  Gode,  pat  es  to  say,  Myghte,  Wysdome,  and  Gudnes, 

IMighte  es  ajipropirde  to  Godd  pe  ffadire.     Wysdome,  to  God  po 

1.  Of  nis        Son).     Gudnes,  to  God  be  Haly  Gaste.     Thurgh  Goddes  nij^ghte  32 
jiigiit.  '  . 

ere  aH  thynges  made,  and  thurgh  his  wysdome  ere  aH  tliynges 

meruailously  ordaynede,  and  thurgh  his  gudnes  ilke  a  day  ere  aH 

tliynges  waxande.     His  powere  may  pou  see  by  paire  gretnes  and 

Wisdom.^        by  thaire  makynge ;  His  wysdum),  by  pau-e  fairenes  of  paire  or-  3G 
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(liiyny»ge:  Ilis  "udnes  may  bou  see  by  baire  encressynge.     paire  3.  ofGod'a 

Goodness. 

gretnes  may  jjou  sue  by  faire  foure  partynges,  ))at  es  to  saye,  by 
jjaire  heghte,  and  by  faire  depnes,  and  by  Jjaire  largenes,  and  by 

4  paire  longhe.  His  -wysdon])  may  J)ou  see  if  J)ou  take  kepe  how  he 
liase  gyfTei])  to  ylke  a  creature  to  be.  Som??ie,  he  liase  gyffen)  to 
be  anely  w<t/<-owtten)  mare,  als  vn-to  stanes.  TiH  o\ier,  to  ha  and 
to  lyffe,  als  to  grysse  and  trees.     TiH  ofer,  to  be,  to  lyffe,  to  fele 

8  als  to  bestes.   TiH:  ofer  to  be,  to  lyffe,  to  fele  and  wrt/i  resone  to 

deme,  als  to  mane  and  to  angelis.   Ifor  stanes  erre,  bot  Jjay  ne  hafe 

nojte  lyffe,  ne  felys  noghte,  ne  denies  noghte.    Trees  are,  pay  lyffe 

bot  thay  fele  noghte.     Men)  are,  fay  lyffe,  fay  fele  and  fay  deme, 

12  and  fay  erre  w/t/?  stanes,  i/my  lyffe  w/t/i  trees,  fay  fele  yxiXh  bestes, 

and  demys  with  angeHs.     Here  saH  f  ou  thynke  besyly  f  e  worthy-  The  exccl- 
nes  of  manes  kynde,  bow  it  oue?'passes  ilke  a  creature.    And  bare-  man's 

•J  '  i-  t  nature  ; 

fore  saise  Saynt  Austyn)  'I  wald  noghte  hafe  fe  stede  of  ane 
16  angeHe,  if  I  myghte  hafe  fe  stede  fat  es  pwrvayede  to  man).' 
Thynk  also  fat  man)  es  worthy  gret  schenschipe,  fat  wiH  noghte 
lyife  eft}  re  hys  degre,  and  eftire  his  co»dicyone  askis  ;  ffor  all  f e 
creaturs  in  fe  worlde  ere  made  anely  for  man).     )3ase  fat  ere   AUcreatires 

made  for 

'20  mcke,  ere  made  for  thre  skylles,  ffor  to  helpe  vs  at  trauayle,  a^s  W""- 

nete,^  oxen),  kye,  and  horse;  ffor  to  couer  vs  and  clethe  vs,  als  \>  Oi-nate] 
lyne,  and  wolle  and  lethire ;  ffor  to  fede  vs  and  vphalde  vs,  als 

bestes,  corne  of  fe  erthe,  ffysche  of  fe  see,  and  f e  noyande  crea-  Noyous 

animals, 

24  turs  als  ill  trees  and  venomous  bestes;  fe  wylke  are  made  for 
thre  thynges,  ffor  oure  chastyyng,  for  oure  amenderient,  and  for 
oure  kennynge.     ^Ye  ere  chastied  and  puneschet  when  we  ere   for  his 

liunisliiiiont, 

hurte.     And  fat  es  gret  mercy  of  Godde,  fat  he  will  chasty  vs 
28  bodyly  fat  we  be  noghte  puuescht  lastandly.     ^V^q  erre  ameiulid   [-  loaf  loa, 

iiack] 

when  we  thynke  fat  all  fese  ere  broghte  vs  for  our  syn).  ffor  his  amend- 
when)  we  see  fat  sa  lyttiH  creaturs  may  noye  vs,  fan)  we  thynke  ""^"  ' 
one  oure  wrechidnes,  and  fan)  we  ere  mekyde.     We  ere  eftir- 
32  warde  kende,  for-fi  bat  we  see  in  bise  creaturs  be  wondirfuH  mi'iiiis 

^  f     r  r  r  teaching. 

werkos  of  God  oure  Makere  ;  ffor  mare  vs  availes  tiH  oure  ensam- 

piH  and  edifycacione  fe  wcrkes  of  fe  pyssmowre,  fan  dose  fe 

slrenglie  of  fe  lyone  or  of  fe  here.     Als-swa,  righto  als  I  haiie 

3G  said  of  bestes,  rcght  swa  vndiistande  of  trees  ;  and  when  feu  haso 
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diomiQ  ou  J)is  manere,  raise  vj")  tliy  horte  vn-tiH  Godde,  and  thyiike 
how  it  es  grete  niyghte  to  make  aH  thynges  of  noghte  and  to 
gyffe  fam  to  bee,  and  grete  wysdom)  to  ordayne  para  in  sa  gret 
fairenes  and  in  swa  gret  bounte,  to  multyply  para)  ilk  a  day  for  4 
Tiiethoughts   oure  prowe.      A !   mercy  Godde !   how  we  are  vnkynde  !     "We 

this  should  r  J 

cause  in  us.     dispende  aH:  his  creaturs,  and  he  Jiam  makes  !     "We  coHfound 
pam),  and  he  pam)  gonernes.    We  distruy  pam)  ilke  a  day,  and  he 
pam  multy plies.    And  pare-fore  say  tiH  hym  in  thi  herte, '  Lorde  8 
for-pi  pat  pou  arte,  pay  ere ;  and  for-pi  pat  pou  arte  fayre,  pay 
are  faire  ;  and  for-pi  pat  pou  arte  gude,  pay  are  gude.     W/tA  gud 
ryghte  pay  loue  pe,  and  onoures  pe,  and  glory f yes  pe,  aH  thy 
creatures,    0  biyssed  Godd  in  Trniyte,  xiiili  gud  ryghte  pay  loue  12 
pe  for  paire  gudnos,  w/t/i  gud  ryghte  pay  anouren)  pe  for  thaire 
fairenes,  with  gud  righte  pay  gloryfye  pe  for  paire  profet,  aH  pi 
creaturs,  biyssed  Trinyte  !  of  wham)  aH  thynges  ere  thurgh  His 
powere  made;  thu[r]ghw^haym  aH  thynges  are  thurgh Hys  wysdom)  16 
gouernede ;  in  whaym  aH  th}^lges  are  thurgh  His  bounte  multi- 
pliede;  tiH  Hym  hono?M-  and  louynge  w?t7«-owten)  [ende].  Ameii).' 

ij''"  pars 

VII.   fJMiQ  tope?-  degre  of  conteniplacyone  es  in  Haly  "Wryte.     Bot  20 
Tiie  second     X    nowe  may  bou  say  to  me,  I  bat  knawes  na  letters,  how  may 

sort  of  con-  J    r  J  '       f 

^sofHoi"^      I  Quer  mare  com  to  co^templacyone  of  Haly  "Writte?     ISTow,  my 
Writ.  ^gj.g  frende,  vndirstande  me  swetely,  and  I  saH  say  perchance  to 

pe  aH  pat  es  wreten),  if  pou  kan)  noghte  vndirstand  Haly  "Writt.  24 
How  tiie        Here  gladly  pe  gud  pat  men)  saise  pe,  and  when)  pou  heres  Haly 

uuleanied  •  n  i       i  i 

may  profit      "Wryte,  owper  in  sermon)  or  m  p?'eue  collacyone,  take  kepe  als  tyte 

l>.v  Holy 

Writ.  if  pou  here  oghte  pat  may  availe  pe  tiH  edyfycacyon),  to  hate 

syn)  and  to  lufe  vertue,  and  to  dowte  payne,  and  to  3erne  joye,  to  28 
dispyse  pis  "worlde  and  to  hye  to  blysse,  and  whate  pou  saH  doo 
and  Avhate  pou  saH  lefe,  and  aH  pat  lyghtes  pin«e  vndyrstandynge 
in  knawynge  of  sothefastues,  and  aH  pat  kyndiHs  pi  lykynge  in 
brynnynge  of  charite,  ffor  of  pise  twa  gudnes  es  aH  ^7^at  es  wre-  32 
tyn)  in  preue  or  in  apperte.  Owte  of  haly  writte  saH  pou  draws 
and  cun)  witte  whiike  are  pe  seuen)  dedly  synnes,  and  pe  seuen) 

[}  leaf  200]    vertus,  and  pe  ten  ^comandmentis,  and  pe  tuelfe  artycles  of  pe 
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troutlie,  and  p<i  seucii)  sacrrtineiitis  of  lialy  kyrke  and  tho  scueii) 
gyftis  of  J)e  Haly  Gaste,  and  fe  scueii)  werkes  of  mercy,  and  J)e 
seuei))  vertuz  of  pe  GospeH,  and  Jjc  seuen  prayers  of  \iq  pater  naster. 
4  /77/ar  are  Jje  scueii)  dedly  sy/mcs —  VIII. 

-*-     Pryde,  and   Envy,   Ire,  Sloutii,    Couetyse,    Glotony,   and  deadly  sins, 
Leclierv.     Pryde  es  lufe  of  vnkyndly  hc'diynw,  and  bar-of  comes  ■'"  ^'^^• 

•^  •'  Jjojo)  r  Its  seven 

Jjir  seuen,  vnbouxomnes  agayne  God,  or  agayne  soue^'ayngne,  ))at  es  branches : 
8  to  say  to  lefo  fat  Jiat  es  co?umandyd,  and  to  do  ])at  that  es  def  endy  de.  dience, 
The  to])er  branch  of  iwide  es  surqnytry,  fat  es,  to  vndirtake  tliyug  J|"n  ""'^" 
oner  liis  powere,  or  wenys  to  be  mare  wyse  fan  he  es,  or  better 
fan  he  es,  and  au«?mtez  hym  of  gude  fat  he  base  of  ofe?*,  or  of 

12  iH  fat  lie  base  of  hym  selfe.     The  thrid  brannche  of  pride  es 

ypocr/syc,  fat  es,  wlien)  he  fcynys  hym  to  hafe  gudnes  fat  lie   Hypocrisy, 
base  noghte,  and  hydes  fe  wykkednes  fat  he  base.     Tho  ferth 
braunch  of  pr^Je  es  despyte  of  thyne  euenc?'/stcn),  fat  es,  when  Detraction, 

16  man  lesses  gudnes  of  ofer,  for-thi  fat  hym  selfe  sulci  seme  fe 

bettir.     The  fyfte  braunobe,   fat  es  wben  man  makes  lyknes   Scif-cxcus- 

iug, 

be-t\vj'x  his  aweii)  wykkednes  and  ofer  mens  wikkednes,  fat  his 

awen)   may  seme    be  lesse.      The  sexte  braunche  of  pryde  es  UnsUainc- 

J  r  1    J  fulness, 

20  vnschamef ulnes^  fat  es,  when  men  base  noghte  schame  of  iH  ded 

aperte.     The  seuen)  braunche  of  pryde  es  elacion),  fat  es,  when  a  Elation. 

man  base  heghe  herte,  fat  he  wilt   nojte  suffire  to  felawc  ne 

mayster.    Dere  frende,  bou  saH  wit  bat  thre  thynges  ere  whare-of  Three  thin -s 

•^  '  '^  ^  ''     °  on  which  a 

24  a  man  enprides  hym,  fat  es  to  say,  of  fe  gudez  fat  he  base  of  jnan  i>ridcs 

kynde,  als  fairciies,  or  strenghe,  or  of  gude  witte,  or  of  noblHe  Natural 

kynrcdyiD.     The  toff^r  thyng  es  f(^t  man  base  of  i)?<rchase,  als  ^cn'iji-eii 

cu;niyn!ie,   grace,  "u^d  loos  or  dygnyte  or  ofllce.      The  thirdc  *i""'''''^''*> 

J    o  '    o  JO  J!r.    .1  Karthly 

28  thynge  cs  erthely  thyngc  or  erthely  gude,  als  clethynge,  lions-  goods, 
synge,  rentez,  possession),  men3e,  horssyng   and   boiiowr  of  fis 
worlde.     Pride  makes  man  to  bo  of  gret  herte  and  heghe,  to 
despyse  his  euencristen),  and  to  ^erue  hcghenes  and  niaystry 

32  ou(^r  ofer.     The  tofer  dedly  syn)  es  envy.     And   fat  es,  joye  2.  Envy, 
of  o^er  mens  harme  and  sorowc  of  ofer  mens  wele-l'are.      And 
fat  may  lie  in  herte  wiiJi  lykynge,  or  in  moutli  wHIi   bakbyt- 
tynge,    or    in    Averke    w/'ih    of    mens    gudnes   wythdi'awyng,   or 

3(5  cHs  with  iH   pi'ocurynge.     Envye  mase   man   to   hale  fe  hcitc 
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3.  Anger. 


4.  SloDi. 

[1  leaf  200, 
back] 


5.  Covetous- 
iiess. 


6.  Gluttony. 


7.  Lechery. 


Its  out- 
comes. 


Why  these 
aie  deadly 

sins. 


IX. 


The  seven 
Christian 
virtues. 


lievy  of  J)at  he  sese  oper  men  mare  worthi  ]jan  lie  in  any 
tliyng.  The  tliird  deJIy  syii)  es  wrethe,  ])at  es,  aue  vnresonabyH 
temperoure  of  herte  ;  and  of  it  comes  stryfes  and  contekes  schame- 
fuii,  and  dyuerse  wordes,  and  deuyouse  and  wikked  sclandirs. 
^  The  f erthe  dedly  syn)  es  sloutlie,  and  jjat  mase  manes  herte  hevy 
and  slawe  in  gude  dede,  and  makes  man)  to  yrke  in  prayere  or 
halynes,  and  puttes  man  in  wykkednes  of  wanliope,  for  it  slokyns 
fe  lykynge  of  gastely  lufe.  The  fyfte  dedly  syn)  es  couetyse,  and 
J)at  es  ane  vn-mesurabili  luffe  to  hafe  erthel}''  gudes,  and  it  de- 
stroyes  cmd  blyndes  manes  herte.  And  J)are-of  co/?imes  tresones, 
ffalse  athes,  wykked  refto,  malice,  and  hardnes  of  herte  agaynes 
mercy.  The  sexte  dedly  syn)  es  glotony,  and  ]:at  makes  man)  to 
serue  and  to  be  bouxome  tiH:  wykked  lykynges  of  Jje  flesche,  J)e 
whilke  man  suld  maister  and  oue?*-come  with  mesure.  Of  glotony 
commes  vayne  joy,  lyghtnes,  and  littiH  vndirstandynge.  The 
seuen)  dedly  syn)  es  lecherye,  and  pat  mase  manes  herte  to 
melte,  and  to  playe  thare  ]jare  his  herte  lykes,  and  heldes,  and 
J)at  Wit/i-owten)  goue?'nynge  of  resoun).  Of  lechery  co??imes 
blyndynge  of  herte,  in  prayere  vnstabilnes  and  fulle  hastynes, 
lufe  of  hym  selfe,  hatreden)  of  Godde,  lufe  of  Jiis  worlde, 
vgglynes  and  whanhope  of  pe  blysse  of  heuen).  Dere  frende, 
thire  are  pe  seuen)  dedly  syimes,  and  wele  ere  fay  callid 
dedly  synues,  ffor  Pride  twynnes  fra  man  his  Godde,  Envy 
his  euencristen),  Ire  hym  selfe  twynnes,  Slouthe  hym  to?<r- 
mentes,  Couetyse  hym  be-gyles,  Glotony  hym  dessayues,  and 
Lecherye  hym  in  thraledome  settis.  Xowe  hase  pou.  herde  pe 
seuen)  sekenes  of  manes  saule.  Sythen)  aftirwarde  co??zmes  pe 
son^irayne  leche,  and  takes  |jere  medcynos,  and  waresche  man) 
of  J»ese  seuen)  seknes,  and  stabiHs  hym  in  fe  seuen)  vertusz, 
thuigh  pe  gyftes  of  jje  Ilaly  Gaste.  J5e  whilke  are  j^ese,  pe  gaste 
of  wysdom  and  vndirstandynge,  ]je  gaste  of  co»saile  and  of  stal- 
"worthenes,  fe  gaste  of  cunnynge  and  of  pete,  and  pe  gaste  of 
drede  of  Godde  Almyghty.  Thurghe  fese  gyftes  oure  Lord 
Ihefe'U  lerres  man)  aH  fat  he  hase  myster  tiH  fe  lyfe  ]}((t  es  callid 
actyfe,  and  til  fe  lyfe  called  co??templatyfe.  And  so  how  firste 
iiiaiD  suld  lefe  \>e  euyH  and  do  fe  gude ;  lefe  f e  cuyH,  fat  techc'S 
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vs  ]3e  guste  of  drede  of  God(k'  Alniyghty,  and  do  fc  gude,  lores 

vs  be  saste  of  ])ete.     And  for-///i  bat  twa  tliynges  are  bat  lettis  vs  Twoiiin- 

'^     °  '■  '^  J     o  r   ^  drancesto 

to  do  gude,  that  cs  at  saye,  wele-farc  and  trtbulacione  of  pis  worldc ;  doing gooU. 

4  ifor  wele-fare  desayues  vs  with  losenge/y,  tribulacyone  with  hard- 
nes  of  noyes  cmd  dysses ;  ior-thi  saH  \io\i  despyse  pe  wele-fare  of 
jjis  worlde  fat  Jjou  be  noghte  fer-wit/i  dessayuede,  and  pat  leres  pe 
the  gaste  of  cunnynge ;  and  J)ou  satt  stalhvortfily  suffire  tnbulacyon) 

8  fat  fou  be  noghte  ouer-co??nnen),  and  pat  teches  vs  pe  gaste  of  stall- 
worthenes.     And  pire  foure  suffice  tiH:  pe  lyfe  pat  es  callid  actyfe.   Fouroftiiese 

Virtues 

And  pe  tope?'  thre  fallys  to  pe  lyfe  pc/t  es  callid  co/itemplatyfe;  ^ffor  needful  for 
tlire  maners  [arel  of  coHtemplacion).  Ane  es  in  creaturs ;  and  pat  i'f«- 

■-        -■  '■  _  '  -^  [1  leaf  201] 

12  leres  pe  gaste  of  vndyrstandynge.    The  toper  es  in  Haly  Writte  ;  Theotiior 

tluee  for  tlie 

whare  bou  sese  whate  bou  doo  and  what  bow  saH  lete ;  and  bat  cuitemiiia- 

"^  '^       .  ■^  ^         tivelife. 

leres  pe  the  gaste  of  co/^saile.  The  thirde  manere  es  in  Godde 
hyni  selfe  ;  and  pat  leres  vs  the  gaste  of  wysdom).    Now  pou  sese, 

16  thurgh  pe  gyftes  of  Ihe6'u,  how  he  es  besy  abowte  oure  hele.   X. 

Eftire  pis  saH  pou  wiete  whilke  ere  pe  teii)  comandementis.     J5e  maudiuents. 
firste  comandemejit  es  pis,  '  Thow  saH  wirchipj)e  bot  a  Godde  pi 
Lorde,  and  tiH  hym  auely  pou  saH  seme.'     }pat  es  at  say,  wyr- 

20  chipe  hym  with  righte  trouthe,  serue  vn-tiH  anely  with  gude 

werkes.     Here  saH  bou  thynke  if  bou  hafe  lelly  serued  Godde   The  first 

"^      ,  ^  Coniniand- 

and  wirchiped  Godde ;  if  pou  hafe  seruede  hym  ouer  aH  thynge,  i^ent. 
if  pou  hafe  golden  hym  pat  that  pou  hyghte,  or  if  pou  hafe  done 

24  lesse  penance,  and  if  pou  hafe  3oldyn)  hym  pat  that  pou  hyghte 
hym  in  pi  cristyudom),  that  was,  to  forsake  pe  deueHe  and  aH  his 
werkes,  and  in  God  lelly  to  trowe.  And  thurghe  pis  co?7imande- 
nient  es  maii)  ordaynede  ynence  God  pe  ffadire.      [In]  \)q  toper  The  second 

28  co?/imandement  es  defendide  to  take  Goddes  name  in  vayne  :  and   "'ent  oJnd  of 

•'  Decalogue). 

lying  and  falsenes  pare-in  es  defendide ;  and  thurghe  pis  co?«- 
raandement  es  man  ordaynede  ynence  Godde  pe  Son),  pat  saise 
hym  selfe  'I  am  sotliefastnes.'     }?e  thirde  co?;iraandemento  cs,  Thethini 

Couiuimid- 

32  'vmbythynke  po  pat  pou  kepe  pi  haly-dayes,'  pat  es  to  saye,  in   niont(itii  of 
pine  awen)   herto    to    kei)u   pe   in  riste  and   jiccs,  Av/t7<-owtteii) 
se/'uago  of  syn)  or  of  bodyly  dedis.     And    pis  co?«mandement 
ordaynes  man)  to  reschayfo  po  llaly  Gaste.    Jjiso  thro  co?/imandc-  l-olltTiiif '"^^ 

30  mentcs  lerrcs  man)  howgatcs  he  satt  hafo  hym  ynence  Godde  po  to  goo!)"  ^ 
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{The  other      Trvnite,  to  whas  lyknes  he  es  made  in  saule.     )pe  oler  scncii) 

seven  ifi-e  on  "^  •"  _ 

man's  duty     co??imandementes  leres  man  liow  he  sali  hafe  hym  ynence  his 

to  Ms  .  . 

fellows.)         euencristen).     be  firste  es  '  bou  sail    honoii/*    bi  fadire    and    bi 

The  fourth  •"  ^  _  -^  '^ 

Couiiiiand-  modire  fieschely  and  gastely,  and  fat  in  twa  mane/'s,  jiat  es  to  4 
Decaiofe'ue).  g^y^  jjat  J)ou  be  bouxom  to  thaym  in  reuerence  and  honour,  and 
fiou  helpe  fam)  at  thy  powers  in  aH  thyngez  J)at  fay  hafe  myster, 
fat  f on  be  of  lange  lyfe  in  erthe  ;  ffor  if  f on  wiH  be  of  lange  lyfe, 
it  es  reson)  fat  fou  honoure  thaym)  of  whaym  fou  ]i;ise  fe  lyfe,  8 
libr  he  fat  wiH  noghte  honoure  hym  thurgh  whaym  he  es,  it  es 
The  nfih         noglitc  riglite  fat  lie  be  mare  fan  he  es.     ])e  toper  co/yanandemcnt 

Comiiiatiil- 

iiient((itiiof    es  bis,  'bou  ii^ali  sla  na  man.'     Here  sail  fou  wyt  fat  slaughter 

Deciilugue).  r     '     '  i  J     r  ^ 

es  of  many  mane^-es.  flbr  fcv  es  manes-slaghter  of  hand,  of  12 
tunge,  of  herte.  Mawnes-slaynge  of  hande  es  when  a  man)  slaes 
anofer  wiili  his  handez,  or  when  he  duse  hym  in  bandis  of  dede, 
als  in  preson),  or  in  ofer  stede  fat  may  be  encheson)  of  his 
dede.  Manes-slaynge  of  tunge  es  in  twa  maneis,  thurghe  IG 
co»nuanderaent,  or  thurghe  enticement.  jNIaues-slayng  of  herte 
cs  alswa  one  twa  maners,  fat  es,  when)  men)  jernys  and  couaytes 
iliikf  "°^'  ^"^^^  ^^  "f'^''''  ^^^^  when  lie  suflyrs  man  to  dy,  and  wiH  hioghte 
The  sixth        dclyuer  hym  if  he  hafe  powere.    \)^  thirds  co7/iniandemeiit  cs  f  is  :  20 

ConiMiand-  '  -ii  i 

iiient  (vtii  of    <■  hou  saH  do  na  lechery  ;    and  fat  es  ryglite.      \v  ha  sa  wiH  hate 

Dcoalogue).  .  . 

fe    lyfe    wit/i-owtten)   corupcyone    m    fe  joy    ot   heuen),    hym 
by  ho  lies  kepe  his  lyfe  fat  es  dedly  wit/i-owtteu)  corupcioiic  of 
The  sevciitii    body.     TliQ  fertile  co??iraandement  cs  f  is,  '  Jpou  sail  do  na  thyf to  24 

Coiiiiiiaiiil- 

nient  sth  of    ^0  na  falsenes,'  and  bat  es  ryghte,  ffor  he  bat  win  safe  of  er  menes 

Dccahigue).  '  '  J  o        i  r  ^  t 

lyfe,  he  saU  noghte  do  away  fat  that  moghte  his  lyfe  sustayne. 
Tiie  cishth      'IIlq.  fyftc  cojumaudemeut  es  f is,  '  Jjou  saH   noghte  here  false 

Coiiiiuand-  _  -no 

iiient  (!)th  of    wittnes   acraynes    thyne    euen-cristyii)  with    hym  bat  win  noye  28 

Decalogue).  o   J  J  .;  .         r 

liym  or  sla  hym.'     And  fat  es  ryghte,  ff^r  he  fat  wiH  noghte 

sckathe  his  euencristyn),  he  saH  noghte  consente  ne  na  consailc 

The  ninth       gyft'c  to  do  hym  iH.      TliQ  sexte  co?Mmandement  and  fe  seuende 

and  tenth  "^  .  .  ,     ,  ^  hot 

Command-      or  bii',  '  boLi  saH  noQflite  couaite  bi  neghtboure  wyfe,  no  bou  san  32 

nicnts(10th  r     ^     >  o  r  o  J      >  r 

I'fJl^!^^'  noghte  couaite  his  house,  ne  nane  of  his  gude  wrangwysly,'  ffor 
he  fat  base  wykked  wiH  and  iH  entente  in  his  herte,  he  may 
noghte  lang  wit//-haldynge  hym  fra  wykkide  dede ;  and  f  cr-forc 
if  fyu  wilt  noghte  do  lechciye,  fou  saH  noghte  co«sentc  to  man)  3G 


logue). 
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ne  to  -woiuaiiJ  ))at  it  duse  ;  and  if  jjou  wiH  noglite  stele,  Jjou  .saH 
noghte  coiiayto  other  me/aies  thynges  in  fi  herte.  Dere  frcude, 
|)ir  are  Jjc  ten  co??imandementes  fat  God  gafe  tiH  Moyses  in  tlie 
4  mou?ite  of  Synay.  The  tlire  fyrste  er  pe?*tenande  to  pe  lufe  of 
God,  and  tlie  tother  seuen)  to  Jje  lufe  of  fii  selfe  and  of  tliyn?«e 
euen)-crystyn).  Now,  efter,  saH  Jjou  wyt  whilke  ere  Ipc  seueii)  XT. 
vertiisz,  bat  es  to  saye  Trouthe,  Trayste,  and  Lufe,  Wysedoni),   Tiie  seven 

_  Christian 

8  and  Rightwysenes,  Mesure,  and  Iforce.     Of  fe  same  niatire  er  fe   virtues, 
seueu)  vertus  fat^  fe  ten)  co»imaiideiiientis,  bot  Jiis  es  fe  varyance      [i  =  asj 
be-twyx  thaym.     The  ten)  co/HUiandementis  keunes  vs  what  Ave   Differenpc 

lietweeii 

saH  do,  and  be  seuen)  vertus  kennes  vs  how  we  saH:  doo.     The   these  and  the 

'  Coiiiinand- 

12  thre  fyrste,  fat  es  to  say,  Trouthe,  Trayste  and  Lufe,  ordaynes,   we"ts. 

the  how  fou  saH  lyfe  als  to  Godde,  pe  tofer  foure  how  fou  saH 

ordayne  thyne  awen)  lyfe  fat  saH  lede  tiH  fe  joye  of  heuen). 

Dere  frende,  the  awe  to  wyte  fat  we  ere  aH  made  for  ane  ende, 
16  fat  es  to  say,  for  to  knawe  Godde,  to  hafe  hym  and  to  lufe  hym. 

Bot  thre  thynges  er  nedefuH  at  puruaye  tiH  oure  cu?mynge,  that  what  is  ve- 

quired  fiT 

es,  to  wyte  whedyr  we  saH  ga,  and  fat  we  wyH  com»je  tliedyre,   true  wisdom, 
and  fat  we  hafe  trayste  to  com  thedyre  ;  ffor  grete  foly  Avare  it  to 

20  be-gyn)  f  e  thynge  mane  may  noghte  ende  ;  3itte  one  f  e  tof  e/'  syde, 
fe  mane  fat  wiH  wyele  doo,  hym  nedide  to  hafe  wysdoni), 
niyghte,  and  wiH  ;  fat  es  to  say,  fat  he  konn)  doo,  and  fat  he 
may  doo,  and  fat  he  wyH  doo,     Bot  for-f i  fat  we  hafe  noghte   XIL 

24  cu?mynge,  myghte,  ne  wiH  of  oure  selfe,  for-f  i  hase  Godde  gyfen)   and  charity! 
vs  trouthe  for  to  fulfiH  f e  defaute  of  oure  myghte ;  Sothefaste 
lufe  es  for  to  ordayne  oure  wiH  to  fe  tane  and  to  fe  tofer, 
Trouthe  ordaynes  vs  to  Godde  fe  Son),  to  whaym)  es  appropyrde 

28  Wysdom) ;  Trayste  tiH  Godde  f  e  ffadyre,  to  whaym  es  appropyrde 
myghte;  Lufe  to  fe  Haly  Gaste,  tiH  whaym)  es  appropyrde  gudnes. 
And  fare  trouthe  makes  vs  to  hafe  knawynge  ;  and  fat  kiiaweyngo 
vs  sayse  fat  ho  es  wondyrfuH  fire,  es  he  fat  one  fis  manere  and 

32  f us  largely  gyiles  of  his  gudnes,  and  of  fat  comes  trayste  ;  and  [of] 

fat  knawynge  fat  sais  fat. he  es  gude,  co»mies  fe  thyrde  sothefast-   , "  ^,"  " 
nes,  fat  es  lufe,  ffor  ylke  a  thynge  lulles  kyndely  fe  gude.    -Dere   Thotw,-ive 
frende,  here  saH  f ou  wyto  whilke  are  f e  twelue  artycles  of  f c   the  Croed. 

oG  trouthe.     The  firsto  es  fis,  fat  Godde  cs  unc  in  hym  selfe,  and  ,iLa"ihi'co'."" 
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II.    THE    MIRROR.       PRUDENCE,    JUSTICE,    TEMPERANCE,    FORTITUDE. 

tlire  in  persones,  witR-owtteii)  begymiynge,  and  w/t/i-o\vtten)  end- 
yiige,  and  pat  aH  thynges  made  of  noglite  with  liis  worde.     )?e 
io\ier  artecle  es,  fat  Goddes  son)  tuke  Hesclie  and  blode  of  |)e 
blyssed  maydeix)  Marie,  and  was  borne  of  hire,  sotliefaste  Godde  4 
and  sothefaste  man).     Jpe  thirde  es,  fat  he  was  dede  and  grauen), 
noghte  for  nede,  bot  for  to  by  vs  of  his  fre  wiH.     The  ferthe 
artecle  es,  fat  fe  same  Ihe6-u  rase  fra  dede  to  lyfe,  and  we  saH  ryse 
alswa.   The  fyfte  artecle  es,  fat  f e  same  sothefaste  God  and  man)  8 
steighe  vp  in-tiil  heuen)  iu  manhed  and  godhede,  and  we  saH 
steighe  vp  alswa  thurgB  his  grace.    ]pe  sext  artecle  es  baptym^we, 
fat  mase  man)  clene  of  syn)  fat  he  drawes  of  kynde,  and  gyffes 
grace  to  dense.     The  seuende  artecle  es  co«firmacion),  fat  con-  12 
fermys  f e  Haly  Gaste  one  man)  fat  es  cristenede,     )jc  aughtened 
artecle  es  penance,  fat  duse  awaye  aH  mauer  of  syn),  dedly  and 
venyaH.     J5e  nynde  es  f e  sacrament  of  f e  auter,  fat  co«fermys 
fe  penance,  and  gyffes  hym  force  fat  he  fail  noghte  efte  in  syn),  IG 
and  vphaldes  hym)  and  reconsailles  hym.     ])c,  tende  artecle  es 
ordyre,  fat  gyffes  powere  tiH  f aym)  fat  are  ordeynede,  to  do  f aire 
offece  and  to  do  f  e  sacrament/s.     ]pe  elleuende  artecle  es  Matri- 
mone,  fat  defendis  dedly  syn)  in  werl<e  of  gene?-acyon)  by-twyx  20 
maiD  and  woman).     )pe  twelfed  artecle  es  enoyntynge,  fat  men) 
enoyntes  fe  seke  in  pereH  of  dede,  for  alegeance  of  body  and 
saule.     Dere  frende,  aftyre  saH   fou  wyt  whilke  are   fe  foure 
vertus  cardynalles,  thurgh  whilke  aH  manes  lyfe  es  goueruede  in  24 
f is  worlde,  fat  es,  Cu?znynge  and  Eightwisnes,  fforce  and  Mesure. 
Of  tlnx  foure,  saise  fe  Haly  Gaste  in  fe  buke  of  AVysdom),  fat 
fare  es  na  thynge  mare  profytabiH  tiH  man  in  erthe.     and  se 
nowe,  whare-fore  :  wha  sa  walde  any  thynge  Avele  do,  firste  \\j\xi)  28 
byhouys  thsii  he  konn)  chese  fe  iH^  fra  fe  gude ;  and  of  twa  gud, 
chese  f e  bettire,  and  leffe  f e  lesse  gude  :  and  f is  es  the  vertu  fat 
es  callede  ryghtwysnes^.    And  for-fi  fat  twa  thynges  lettes  man) 
to  do  wele  and  lefe  fe  yH,  fat  es  at  say,  wele-fare  of  fis  worlde,  32 
for  it  dessayfes  hym)  with  false  vanytes  ;  f  e  tof  er  es  tribulacyon), 
to  putt  hym  down)  w{t/i  many  scharpnes ;  agaynes  wele-fare  saH 

2  The  description  of  the  virtue  of  Prudence  is  here  given  to  Kighteous- 
ness  or  Justice — which  is  omitted. 
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])on  liafe  mcsure  pat  Ipoue  he  noglite  oner  hye.     And  Jiis  vertu  es  TenipcraTioo. 

called  temp(?rance.    Aud  agayne  adueyrfyte  saH  ))ou  hafc  lumlynes,  Fortitmie. 
Jjat  jjou  be  noghte  casten)  dowiiwe.     And  pat  vertue  es  callyde 

4  ffoi'ce  or  strenglie.     here-eftyre   saH    J)ou  wyte  why  Ike  are  pe  XVI. 

,„      The  seven 

seuen)  werkes  of  mercy.     The  firste  werke  of  mercy  es  to  gylle  works  ..f 

mercy. 

mete  to  Jje  hunngry.  The  tojjer  es  to  gyffe  drynke  to  fe  thrysty. 
Tlie  thirde  es  to  clethe  )?e  nakede.  pe  fertile  cs  to  herbere  po 
8  berberies.  )3e  fyfte  es  to  vesete  fam)  )jat  ere  ire  p?-eson«e.  ^T/ie  [' leaf  202, 
sexte  es  to  comforlB  fe  seke.  The  seuende,  to  bery  pe  dede. 
Thyse  are  pe  seuen)  werkes  of  mercy  fiat  are  langande  to  J)e 
body.  Bot  nowe  may  bmi  say  to  me,  'how  siilde  I  bat  es  in  Howtiiose 
12  rely^yon),  and  no'dite  base   to   Ryffe   at   ete  ne   at  drynke,  ne  religion '  can 

Jc-J         f  !3  oj  J  }  perforin 

clathes  to  fe  nakede,  ne  berbery  to  \)q  berberies,  ffor  I  am  at  f'^se. 

oJ)e?'  mens  wili  and  nogbte  at  myn)  aweii),  ffor-tbi  Avare  it  bett^'?' 

pat  I  ware  seculere,  pat  I  mygbte  do  pire  werkes  of  mercy.' 
16  A,  dere  frende,  be  nogbte  begylede.     Better  it  es,  to  bafe  pete 

and    co??ipassione   in   pi   berte   of   bym    pat   base    mysese   and 

wrecbednes,  thane  pou.  bade  aH  pis  worlde  to  gyffe  for  charyte ; 

ffor  it  es  bettir  wytb  compassion)  to  gyffe  pi  selfe,  als  pun  erte, 
20  pan  it  es  to  gyife  pat  that  pou  base.     There-fore,  dere  frende, 

gyffe  thi  selfe;  and  pan  gyffes  pou  mare  pan  es  in  aH  pis  worlde. 

Bot  now  may  pou  say  me  one  pis  manere  :  '  Sothe  it  es  pat  it  es 

better  to  gyffe  bym)  selfe  pan  it  es  to  gyffe  of  bis ;  bot  better 
21:  es  pe  tane  and  pe  toper  pan  es  ane  be  it  selfe,  for  lesse  es  a  gud 

pan  twa.'     It  es  nogbte  swa  :  ffor  whetbire  es  better  be  callede  Thebicssed- 

•*  ness  of 

Godde,  or  his  seruande.     Thow  wate  wele  pat  es  better  to  be  poverty. 
callede  Godde.     Bot  pasc  pat  sufbrs  bun?<gere,  thryste,  caulde 

28  and  defuute,  and  oper  wrecbidnes  and  mysese,  calles  oure  Lordo 
Ilie.9u  Criste  bym  selfe ;  ffor  he  saise  pus  in  pe  Gosepelle,  *  What 
als  pou  dyde  to  pe  leste  of  myn),  pou  did  to  me.'  Saynt  Bamardo 
says, '  tbire  pure  base  nogbte  in  erthe,  ne  tbire  riche  base  nogbto 

32  in  benen) ;  and  pare-fore  if  pe  riche  wilf  it  bafe,  thaym  by-houes 
i)ye  it  at  pe  pure.'  Now  wate  I  wele,  pou  couaytes  to  M'yte 
whilkc  are  yerray  pure,  and  whilke  noLrbte.     Now  bcrkcii)  w/ih   wiionrpiiie 

•^     ^  "  really  i«H.r. 

(U'.uocyon).  Sum)  are  pat  base  rcches  and  lufes  thaym,  ami  p.xso 
3G  are  pe  baldaude  ami  pe  couaytourse  of  pis  wurLle.     Uthere  aro 
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Tliose  to 
whom  I'iclies 
are  a  bless- 
ing. 


XVII. 

The  seven 
prayeis  of 
tlie  T'liter 
Noster. 


[1  ?  sulde] 
[••2  leaf  203] 


What  Prayer 


G(m1,  mir  Fa- 
ther. 


]?at  base  fam)  noghte  bot  thay  luffe  thaym),  and  tliay  walde  bafe 
thayiu)  gladly,  and  fase  are  fe  wrecbide  beggers  of  J)e  worlde, 
add  ]je  false  folke  in  religyon),  and  fase  are  als  ricbe  and  ricbere 
fan)  f)e  oj^er.     And  of  thani)  Ihesu   saise   in  J)e   gospeHe,   ))at  4 
'  lyghtere  it  ware  a  camelle  to  passe  tbnrgbe  a  nediH  egbe,  fian  ))e 
ricbe  to  com)  in-to  fe  blysse  of  beuen).'     Suni)  are   fiat   base 
reches,  bot  tliay  lufe  tbaym  nogbte,  nogbte  for-tby  fay  witt 
"wele  bafe  fam) ;  and   fase  are  fe  gud  men)  of  fe  worlde  fat  8 
dispendis  wele  tbat  at  fay  bafe,  Eot  fone  are  of  f ase.     5it  it  are 
ofe?-  fat  base  nogbte  recbes,  ne  lufes  nogbte  tbaym,  ne  wiH: 
nogbt   bafe   f am) ;    and    f ase   are    f e    gude   folke    fat   are    in 
religion),  and  fase  are  sotbefastely  pure,  and  fairs  es  fe  joye  of  12 
li('uen),  ffor  fat  es  tbe  benyson)  of  f e  pure.   Tban  it  behufes  fat  f e 
ricbe  bafe  f e  reue?-[s]e  of  fat  benyson) ;  and  fare-fore  may  I  say, 
'  Blyssede  be  f e  poue?',  for  f aires  es  f e  kyngdom)  and  f e  joye  of 
heuert.'     And  swa  may   I  say  of  fe  riclre,  for  fairs  es  pyne  16 
of  belle.     Alswa  pou(^;r  fay  are  f «t  base  poucrte  and  lufes  na 
recbes,   and  poucr  fay  are  fot  base  recbes  and   lufes  pouert. 
Now  aftire  f is,  awe  fe  to  wyte  wbylke  are  fe  seuen)  prayers  of 
fe  Pater  noster,  fat  duse  away  aH  iH  and  purcbase  aH   gude.  20 
And   fase  seuen)    prayers   er  co?<tende   in    fe  ^j^^^^er  noster,  fe 
wbilke  oure  Lorde  Ihesn  Criste  kennde  tiH  bis  discypwls  bow  fay 
^  pray  Godde  f  e  ffadire,  and  said  tbaym  one  f  is  manere, '  Wlien) 
je  -saH  praye  one  fis  wyese  saH  ^e  say,  Pater  noster  qui  es  in  24 
ce/is,  (^-c*.     Xow  my  frende,  wit  fou  fat  oure  Lorde  Ibe-yu  Cryste 
kennes  vs  in  fo  gospclle  to  make  fis  prayere.     And  fare-fore 
I  walde  at  fou  wyste  at  fe  begynnynge  wbate  es  p?'«yere  or 
orysone,  and  sytliyii)  fat  fou  vndir.stande  fe  prayere  of  fe  pater  28 
noster.     Prayere  or  oryson)  es  nogbte  dies  bot  ^ernyug  of  saule, 
with  certayne  tray.ste  fat  it  co??imes  fat  fou  prayes.     And  in  fat 
trayste  vs  settis  Ibe^u  Criste,  wbcn)  be  kennes  vs  to  calle  Godde 
oure  fadyre  fat  es  in  beuen),  ffor  in  Ilym  saH  man  bafe  certayne  32 
trayste  fat  He  may  and  "wiH  aH  gudnes  gyffe  fat  oure  saule  kan) 
^eriie,  and  mekiH  mare,  fe  wbilke  es  betakynde  by  fise  wordes, 
Qui  es  in  cells,  fat  es  to  say,  fe  wbilke  es  in  beuen),  Ifor  if 
Godde  win  caH:  hym  selfe  oure  fadyre,  fan  he  makes  vs  to  wiet  36 
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Jiat  he  lufes  vs  als  cliildyro,  and  at  lie  wiH  gyffe  vs  aH  that  we.  liafe 

mvster  of,     Bot  certanlv  if  aH  be  lufe  bat  eiier  had  fadire  or  The  infinite 

•^  J  r  r  ](,veofGod 

modire  vn-to  baire  cliildyre,  or  aH  other  lufes  of  bis  worlde  ^val•e  to  us,  His 

•*  ''  ■*  foes. 

4  gedirde  to-gedyre  in  a  lufe,  and  jit  pat  lufe  ware  multipliede  als 
mekiH  als  manes  herte  moglite  tliynke,  jit  it  raoghte  na  thynge 
atteyne  to  ]>e  lufe  pat  Godde  oure  fadyre  hase  vn-tiH  vs  pare 
-whare  we  are  hys  enmys.     And  pat  saH:  we  wele  see  thurgJi  pe 

8  grace  of  Godde,  if  we  se  one  what  manere  he  es  oure  ffadyr,  and 
whatt  he  hase  doia)  for  vs.  Wit  pou  pat  when)  God  made  aR 
creaturs  of  no^hte,  we  rede  no"hte  bat  he  made  any  creature  tiH   Nootiier 

°         '  or  J  ciciitures(li<l 

his  lyknes  bot  man)  allan/ie :  antl  bare-fore  Godd  he  es,  and  raakere   He  'I'aUe  in 

•^  '  '  His  luiiige. 

1 2  of  aH  thynges  of  pe  worlde,  bot  he  es  noghte  paire  fadyre ;  bot 
vn-tiH  vs,  thurghe  his  awen)  myghte  fuH  of  mercy,  es  he  Godde 
and  makere  and  ffadyr,  ffor  pat  oure  saule  es  lelly  lyke  vn-tiH  pe 
lyknes  of  pe  ffadyr,  and  pe  Sorj),  and  pe  Haly  Gaste,  pat  ere  hallyly 

]  G  a  Godde  and  persons  thre.  And  aH  pis  werlde  he  hase  made  to 
se?'ue  man,  whils  mane  wiH  duelle  in  His  lele  lufe  als  His  awen) 
cliildyre.  Bot  als  tyte  als  we  twyii)  fra  pat  lele  hife,  for  lufe  of 
pis  lyfe,  or  for  any  oper  thynge,  we  losse  pe  lordechipe  of  pis 

20  worlde,  and  becommes  thralles  dreryly  to  pe  deueHe,  pare  we  ware 
be-fore  fre,  and  ayers  of  pe  erytage  of  pe  kyngdonD  of  heuen)  and 
to  welde  pe  Avelthe  of  pis  werlde.  Alias  !  may  saye  Alias  !  Alias  ! 
what  here  es  a  sorowfuH  cliau??ge,  wha  sa  it  vndyrstode !     Wit   cod's  great 

/^ii  niercv  in  our 

24  pou  wele  pat  here  es  gret  lykynge  of  lufe, — when  Godd  pat  es   Creation, 
wit/i-owttyii)  begy?niynge,  and  es  Avzt/i-owtten)  chaungeyng,  and 
duellys  w2t7t-owttyn)  endynge,  for  he  es  al-pir-myghtyeste  and 
al/7arwyseste,   and   alswa  al^7/-ire-beste   pat   man?ies   herte   may 

28  noghte  thynke,  in  whaym  es  lufe  and  joy  endles, — here ;  I  say,  es 
takyn)  of  gret  lufe,  pat  he  deyned  hyra  to  make  vs  tiH  liis  awen) 
lyknes  ri!:,dite  als  we  had  bene  his  awen  chosen)  cliildyre,  and   tonmkeus 

_     _  _  His  own 

mnixhte  hafe  lofte  vs  to  be  a  litiiH  vyle  matire,  als  we  ware  made   ciiiuiicn, 

'^  J  >  instead  nf  a 

32  of  oure  modyr,  bat  vile  es  to  ncuen) ;   or  he  moghte  hafe  made   little  viic 

''    '   '  '  '^  nmtter.  or 

VS  at  his  wiH  anykyn)  oper  licst/.'?,  and  pan)  had  we  dyede  to-gediro   I'C'sts. 
bathe    body   and    .saule.       Bot   when    he    hade    made   vs    man, 
and  gafe  ^vs  pe  saule  to  his  awen)  lyknes  (louede  and  lulfede   ['  lenfjoa, 
3G  1)0  pat  Lorde  !)  for  to  be  ayers  of  pe  erytage  of  heuen),  and  lyfe  in 
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fat  gret  joye  Av/t7i-owtten)  enJe,  now  es  na  herte  sa  harde  \>nt  it 
na  moghte  nesche  and  lufe  swylke  a  Godde  with  ait  his  niyglite. 
And  his  herte  suld  melte,  filled  of  joy,  if  it  thoghte  sothely  of  jjat 
grace  fat  oure  Lorde  hase  don)  tiH  vs  bj'--fore  aH  opei'  creators.  4 
GofVs  great     And  aitt  did  he  mare  thurghe  his  mekiH  mercy,  flbr  whene  we 

mercy  in  mir  o  .- 

Rtdeini.tion.    ware  thurglie  oure  sorowfuH:  syn)  twyimede  fra  Godde,   oure 
sweteste  ffadire,  and  be-come  thralles  to  fe  iH  gaste,  than  he. 
He  sent  His    tliurglie  hys  maste  mercy,  sente  his  awen)  Soiuze,  bat  with  hym  es  8 

own  Sun,  _  J  ^ 

to  take  flesh,    Godde  in  his  Godhede,  for  to  take  flesche  and  blode  of  fe  A^irgyi:i) 
Marie,  mayden)  and  modyr,  lastand  in  joy ;  and  one  fis  niane;-e 

to  suffer         did  he  Jje  dede.     In  state  of  thraHe  tuke  he  oure  flesche  to  sufl're 

fe  gylteste  pouerte,  and  schamc,  and  noyes,  and  pay/mes,  fat  neue?-  1 2 
dyd  iH  ne  na  maner  of  syn),  and  sytheii)  delyuerde  Hym  tiH  fe 

and  die  the     vileste  dede  and  be  schamefuUeste  bat  man  moghte  thynke,  to 

vilest  dentil,  '  '^  o  J  ) 

to  tree  us       delyuer  vs  wreches  of  sorowfuH  bandis,  and  of  be  pynand  pre- 

froin  hell  ''  J  r       i  J  r 

and  brin^us   go,))  puttid  in  hcH,  and  to  make  vs  to  comme  tiH  fe  heglie  heuen),  10 
whare  we  saH  be  als  kynges  corounde  in  blyse,  if  w'e  do  fe  wiH 
of  fat  swet  Lorde,  fat  for  vs  ordeynede  hym  to  dye  one  f c  crosse 
als  fofe  he  had  ben»e  a  wykkid  thefe.     Dere  Ifrcnde,  nowe  hase 
fou  here  twa  thyiigez  in  fe  whylke  Godde  hase  schewede  vs  fat  20 
he  es  oure  fadire,  and  fat  he  lufes  vs  als  his  awen)  cliildyre,  fare 
we  are  agayne  hym)  with  oure  wykked  syn).     The  firste  es,  fat 
he  made  vs  tiH  his  awen)  lyknes ;  and  f e  tof er  es,  fat  he  l)oghte 
vs  fra  presoun)  with  his  precyouse  dede  of  his  manhede.    fTor  fe  24 
fjTste  es  man  halden)  tiH  hym  for  to  lufe  hym  with  aH  liis  herte. 
wiiat service   Bot  fan  may  fou  aske  'what  saH  I  do  hym  for  fe  tolper  thynge  V 
der  unto  God   flbr  if  I  saH  witS  pouerhede  lofe  Godde  be  ffadyr,  and  lufe  Hym 

f..r  His  good-  ^  r  J    ' 

ness?  j^^jj  seme  Hym  with  aH  my  saule  and  with  aH  my  herte  in  aH  28 

thynges,  for-f  i  fat  He  made  me  of  noghte  and  gafe  me  saule  aftir 
['  MS.  his       his^  awen)  lyknes  (als  it  was  co?»mandyd  in  fe  aide  lawe  be-fore 

hisj 

Godde  was  borne  and  be-com  man  for  vs),  what  moghte  I  now  do 
Hym  when)  He  for  me,  wrechid  synnere,  sa  mekiH  Hym  lawede  32 
fat  He  Avalde  be-cora?/ie  man),  and  He  gafe  Hym  to  me  when)  He 
thurghe  His  sweteste  mercy  walde  dye  for  me,  and  of  fe  maste 
jvpaTnijii  noyouse  and  f e  maste  vile  dede  fat  exier  was  thoghte  1  I  wate 
in'erc}\  ucuer  what  I  may  say  here,  ffor  if  I  myghte  lyffe  a  hundrethe  3G 


II.  THE  MinROR  OF  ST.  EDMUND.   THE  DUTV  OF  MEEKNESS.  33 

jei'G,  and  if  I  moghte  in  fat  tym,  ilk  a  day  at  a  tym),  dye  als  vile 

ded  als  he  for  me  dide,  jit  ne  ware  it  noghte  ynence  his  gret 

gyftez,  Avhen  he  es  sothely  said  Goddes  Son??e  of  heuen),  and  gafe 

4  hym  seKe  tiH:  vs  pat  tynte  was  thurgh  syn),  and  put  in  to  Jjc  pyne  of 

helle,  and  \)nre  in  fe  dispytte  of  hym  serucdc  to  ]je  deuelic.    How 

s\dde  we  fan)  jelde  hym  J?e  gudc  gret  gyfte,  when)  he  walde  sende 

liis  awen)  Sone  to  be  pynede  for  oure  syn)1    jSTow  I  saH  lere  the, 

8  if  God  gyffe  me  grace,  how  oure  dere  ffadir  askes  nane  o'per  store   Gori  only  re- 
quires of  US 
hot  that  we  w/t//  herte  knawe  oure  awen)  ifebillnes  and  oure   contrition 

anfl 

wrechidnes  fat  we  hafe  for  oure  awen)  syn).     ^  Thane  saH  we  be  humility. 
in  bitternes  of  penance,  and  crye  tiH  hym  faste  mercy,  fat  he  vs 

12  saue  for  his  haly  name ;  ffor  of  oure  selfe  hafe  we  noghte  hym  for 
to  jelde :  fare-fore  said  the  p?-(9phete  in  f e  psalme,  Q,uid  retr/buam 
Do??,' mo  pro  om?db?<s'  que  retrebuit  michi?  Calicem  salutaris 
accipiam  et  nomen  -Domini  invocabi,  &tt,  fat  es, '  what  saH  I  p  ms.  do- 

16  jelde  to  God  for  aH  his  gud  gyftes  ///at  he  me  gytfes  als  Lorde 
w/t/i-owttcu)  my  deserte  1  The  coppe  of  hele  I  saH  take,  and  caHe 
fe  name  of  my  lorde.'  The  cope  of  hele  whare-of  dranke  oure 
Lord  Ihesu  oure  Saueo??r,  fat  es  the  bytte?-nes  of  the  penance  in 

20  his  grete  pyncs,  and  fat  man  in  aH  his  thoghtez  calles  Godez 
name,  fat  sothefastely  knawes  fat  he  base  noghte  of  hym  selfe 
bot  sorowe  and  synne.  And  wit  thow,  fat  if  sothefastenes  be  sett 
faste  in  thi  saule,  f e  mare  fat  f ou  knawes  f e  for  Avrechide  and 

24  fcbyH,  fe  mare  saH  f ou  meke  f e,  and  caHe  one  hys  mercy.     And 

f  us  it  was  of  oure  swete  Lady,  mayden)  and  modyr,  ^for  scho  had   Sucii  Uumii- 
mare  of  grace  fane  any  in  this  lyfe  man  or  woman)  fat  euer  was  lueekness  us 


was  in  our 


borne,  thare-fore  sclio  helde  hir  lesse  and  lawere  fan  any  opcr  Lady. 

28  wyghtc,  and  mare  cryede  scho  mercy  fan  any  ofr?-  man,  when) 
sothefaste  Goddes  Son)  lighte  in  hir  wambc.     My  dere  frende,  se 
now  aftir-warde  wliy  oure  Lorde  Ihwu  kcnncs  vs  in  f o  Gospclle   wimt  is 
to  say  'oure  ffadire,'  and  noghte  '  my  ffadir,'  ifor  by  fat  wiH  ho   olt'-Fatiicr? 

32  kcnn)  vs  fat  we  suld  gedyre  aH  men  w/'th  vs  in  oure  p/r/yers  ;  ffor 
aH  ere  oure  brethire,  crystendeand  vncristende  men) ;  ffor  fat  aH 
of  ft  gouez-naylle  hafe  we  a  ffadyr ;  and  fat  fou  may  fis  thynge 
thurglie  fe  grace  of  God  clerclycrc  see,  gylfo  gude  ententi>.  tiH 

3G  fat  at  I  say.     llym  calhis  f^u  thi  llfschcly  brofo?-  fat  base  his 

HKF;.   riECES.  D 
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Tlie  fluty  of 

brotlierly 

luve. 


[1  leaf  204, 
back) 

God  the  lov- 
ing Fatlier 
of  all  His 
creatures. 


We  may 

tlierefore 
tiustfully 
call  upon 
Him. 


body  of  fie  same  mail)  and  ■\vomaii)  of  whaym  Jiou  hase  thyne, 
thane  saH:  ])o\i  wele  halde  hym  fi  hrothei;  ])(:<t  hase  his  saule  of 
fe  same  fadir  of  heuen)  of  whaym  ])ou  hase  J)i  saule,  and  of 
swylke  a  kynd,  and  of  swyllce  a  lyknes ;    ffor  als  wele  made  4 
Godde  ilke  man)  tiH  lyknes  of  fe  Trinyte,  als  He  did  J)e ;  and  fis 
broferhede  mare  suld  we  lufe,  and  mare  dere  halde  fan  Jje  brojjer- 
hede  of  Jje  flesche,  in  als  mekiH  als  Jje  saule  es  mare  nobyH  fan 
])e  flesche,  and  in  als  mekiH  als  Godde  oure  fadir  of  heuen)  es  8 
mare  nobiH  and  mare  for  to  lufe  fan  uure  fleschly  faclir.     And 
fat  suld  we  do  if  we  saghe  als  clerely  Avith  oure  gastely  eghe  als 
Ave  do  w^t7^  oure  bodyly  eghe,     Eot  for-thy  fat  Ave  see  noghte 
bot  with  fe  fleschely  eghe,  als  it  Avare  bestes,  we  hafe  na  knaw-  12 
ynge  ne  na  lufe  bot  of  fat  brof e?-hede  fat  co?nmes  of  f e  flesche 
stynkande  and  foule.     Alias !    Alias !    what  soroAvfuH   thynge 
thus  hase  blyndid  a's  !     Certis  na  thynge  mare  blyndis  manes 
saule  fane  lufe  of  crthely  thynge  fat  son?/e  takes  ende.     ffor-fi  16 
behufes  mane  lefe  his  propire  AviH,  if  he  AviH  pe?-fitly  knawe  fe 
lufesomest  hvoflicrhede.    Wharc-of  now  mekiH  I  hafe  spoken),  ffor 
Avhate-sa-eut/"  we  hafe  in  body  or  in  saule,  of  gudnes  or  of  faire- 
nes,  ^  we  hafe  it  of  oure  fadyr  of  heuen),  Godde,  fat  es  tiH  vs  fadir,  20 
and  euenly  tiH  aH  his  creaturs ;  noghte  anely  for  his  makynge  of 
noghte,  ne  for  his  gouernyng  of  his  gi-ace,  for  his  purchasynge 
fat  he  made  of  vs  fat  ware  tynt  childir,  witJi  his  flesche  and  his 
blode  fat  he  for  vs  gafe,  als  Saynt  Austyn)  f e  nobiH  clerke  witnes.  24 
He  sayse,  f e  fiadir  gaffe  his  Son),  thurgh  Avhaym  he  walde  by  vs 
thralles ;  he  gafe  f e  Ilaly  Gaste,  thurgh  whaym)  he  Avalde  pwr- 
chase  f e  thralles  in  his  chUdire.     )3e  Sonn  he  gafe  in  pryse  of 
raunson),  f c  Haly  Gaste  in  p?'euelege  of  p?»'chase ;  and  far-fore  28 
f c  fiadir  kepis  hym  selfe  in  erytage  tiH  his  childir  fat  he  p?<?'- 
chase.     And  fare-fore,  dere  frende,  na  man)  saH  mystrayste  of  f e 
lufe  of  his  swete  ffadu-hede  and  of  his  dere  pete,  ffor  mare  es  his 
mercy  fan)  aH  oure  Avykkednes  ;  ffor  Avha  sa  calles  tiH  hym  with  32 
aH  his  hcrtc,  AVit/VoAvten)  fade  he  AviH  here  hym),  for  he  es  fuH 
of  mercy.     And  fare-fore,  als  I  be-fore  saide,  with  ^ernynge  of 
saule  and  ccrtayne  trayste,  calle  appon)  hym  treAvely  with  aH  thi 
herte.     He  es  fi  fiadir  pereles  fat  p?;ychacecez  fe  pees;  and  saye  36 
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traystt'ly  tiH  liyiiL),  als  liyni  selfe  vs  Icrcde,  Pater  nostcx  qui  es  in 

celts,  |)at  es  to  say,  Oure  iladir  that  es  in  heueiD;  s?a\ci!ficet\xx  nomen 

tuum,  fat  es  to  say,  halyed  be  j)i  name ;  adneniat  regnuTH  tuum, 

4  it  com)  J)i  kyngedom) ;  ffiat  voluntas  tua  sicut  in  celo  et  in  terra,  pi 

■vviH  be  donne  swa  in  erthe  als  it  es  in  heuen),  ijancvn  nostrum 

cotidianum  da  nobis  hodle,  oure  ylke  day  brede  \)o\x  gyffe  vs  to 

day ;  et  dimltte  nobis  debita  nostra,  sicut  et  nos  dimittijnus  debi- 

8  fofibus  nostri.-<,  and  forgyfFe  vs  oure  dettis  als  we  forgyffe  our 

detto2</'s  ;  et  ne  nos  inducas  in  teniptacionem,  and  suffire  vs  noglite 

be  ledde  in-to  f andyng/s ;  set  libera  nos  a  malo,  bot  delyuer  vs  fra 

aH  IH  thyng^■s.    Amen!  )?at  es  to  say,  Swa  mot  it  be  !    Now,  my 

12  dere  frende,  Jjou  saH  wyt  Jjot  fiis  orysoii)  passes  aH  o\ier  prayers  The  Lord's 

.  .  ,  .    .        Praver  bo- 

pryncy pally  m  twa  thynges,  Jiat  es  to  say,  in  worthynes  and  in   fore  aii  other 

.    prayers. 

profyte.  In  worthynes,  for  fat  God  hym  selfe  mad  it,  and  for-thi 
do  J)ay  gret  schame  and  gret  vnreuerence  tiH  Ihe6'u  Goddes  Soil), 

16  jjat  takes  fam)  tiil  wordis  ry/mand  and  curi?/5,  and  leues  J)e  p?"ayere 
that  he  vs  kennede,  fat  wate  aH  fe  wiH  of  Godde  fe  ffadire,  and 
fe  wliilke  orysone  commas  mare  tiH  liis  plesynge,  and  whate 
thynges  fe  Avrechede  caytyfe  liase  myste/'  at  pray  fore.     Alswa, 

20  als  I  hafe  sayde,  he  wate  anely  aH  f e  tfadir  wyH,  and  he  wate  aH: 
oure  nede ;  and  fare-fore  a  hundrethe  thousande  er  dyssayuede 
with  multyplicacione  of  wordes  and  of  orysou»s ;  ffor  when  fay 
weiie  f((t  fay  hafe  grete  deuocyou),  fan)  hafe  f ai  a  fulle  fleschely 

24  lykynge,  flfor-thy  fat  ilk  a  fleschely  lykynge  delytes  fam)  kyndely 
in  swylke  tM?Tiede  langagii ;  and  fare-fore  I  walde  f «t  f ou  war 
warr^,  ffor  I  say  f e  sykerly  fat  it  es  a  foule  lychery  for  to  delyte   it  is  foul 

1      1    1  1  T  •  TO  lechery  to 

f  0  HI  lymmes,  and  slyke  gulyardy ;  Jit  one  a-nof  er  syde,  Saynt  deiigiit  in 

ryiues  and 

28  Austyne,  and  Saynt  Gregore,  and  ofe?-  halowes  fat  prayede  als  such  folly, 
was  f  aire  lykynge.     1  blame  noghte  prayers,  bot  I  blame  f  aso  Those  that 

1P1  111  •         leave  the 

fat  leiL'S  f 0  prayere  of  Godde  fat  hyni  sell  made  and  lerede  vs  lor  Lord's  rrny- 

er  for  others 

to  pray,  fat  es  2)''der  7/o.s-/(;r,  and  takes  fam)  tiH  fe  orysons  of  a  are  to  blame. 

32  synfuH  Saynte  whare  fay  fynde   it  wrettoii) ;    il'or  oure   Lorde 

\\\esus'^  hy?M  selfe  say.sc  in  the  '^GosepeH,  when  30  wiH  prayo,    ['  ms.  ihe] 
prayes  noghte  with   inauy  worilos,   Itot  jtrayes  one   fis  inaiu're, 
pater  nostcv  Sec'.     Dere  frende,  3it  .saH  fau  wit,  tmc  aunfc/-  syde, 

3G  fat  f(!  2"^der  iiostav  passes  aH   of'^r  p/'ayers  in  worthynes,  ffor 

D   2 
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The  Lord's      f  ^re-in  es  cowtende  aH  thynqcz  what  sa  we  hafe  niyste;*  of,  tiH  bis 

Prayer  con-  _  "^     o  ^  t 

tains  all         lyfe  01  tlH  bc  tobe?"  I  ffoi  we  praye  bare-in  Godde  iliQ  fladyr,  bat 

tilings  which      "^  r  i       J  t      J      Y  J    '  r 

we  need  to  \q  delyue?"  vs  of  aH  illes,  and  fat  he  gyffe  vs  aH  gudes,  and  pat 
he  make  vs  swylke  fat  we  may  neue?'  do  iH,  ne  fat  we  may  4 

[1  MS.  of  of]  noghte  fayle  of ^  gude.  And  now  aH  fe  iHe  fat  vs  greues,  ouf er 
es  it  iUe  fat  es  don?«e,  or  it  es  iHe  for  to  com),  or  elles  it  es  iHe 

now  we  pray   bat  we  suffire  no  we.     Of  bat  iUe  bat  es  don7ie  and  passede,  we 

to  be  deliver-    '  '  '  r  ' 

ed  from  evil,   praye  oure  swete  Lorde  fat  he  delyuer  vs  f er-of,  when)  we  say  8 
Dim'dte  nobis  dehita  nostra,  Sz&.     We  pray  hym  delyuer  vs  of 
iH  fat  es  for  to  com),  when)  we  say  et  ne  nos  inducas  in  temj^ta- 
ciunem.     Of  iUes  fat  we  suffire  nowe,  we  praye  hym)  fat  lie 
delyne?'  vs,  when)  we  say  set  libera  nos  a  malo.     3itj  dere  ffrende,  12 

iTc.wwei.rny  Oil  anofcr  sydc,  wit  fou  fat  aH  maner  of  gude  fat  es,  oufe?*  it  es 
erthely  gude,  or  gastely  gude,  or  gude  lastande  endles ;  ffor 
erthely  gude,  we  praye  when)  we  say  panem  nos,ir\xm  cotidiainixo. 
da  nobis  Jwdie ;  ffor  gastely  gude,  we  praye  when)  we  say  ffiat  1 6 
voluntas  tua  sicut  in  celo  et  in  terra  ;  ffor  endles  g\ide,  we  p?-aye 
when  we  say  adveniat  regnvm  tiiuni ;  and  confermy??g  of  aH  tlix?, 
we  praye,  when)  we  say  s^\\ciificet\xx  nomen  tuiim.  Now,  my  dere 
frende,  fese  ere  seuen)  prayers  of  f e  ewangclle  fat  oure  Lorde  20 
Ihe.s'u  Criste  kennede  tiH  his  dyscypiHs.     And  fou  saH  wit  fat 

What  is  fese  foure  wordes  fat  comes  be-fore,  fat  es  to  Avit,  ^xt^er  7iostev 

wonis'oiir     qui  es  in  celis,  leres  vs  how  we  saH  praye,  and  what  oure  selfe 

Father  which  n    •  n  i  /.  nj 

art  in  hea-       saH  DC  m  prayerc ;   nor  we  saH  in  ylke  ane  oryson)  haue  foure  24 

ven.' 

thynges,  fat  es  to  say,  perfite  lufe  tiH  hym  tiH  whaym  we  praye, 
and  certayne  tiayste  to  haue  fat  at  we  praye  fore,  and  stahiH 
trouth  in  hym  in  whaym  we  trowe,  and  sothefaste  mekenes  of 
fat,  that  of  oure  selfe  na  gude  Ave  haue.  Perfite  lufe  es  vndi[r]-  28 
standen)  in  fis  worde  pater,  ffor  ilke  a  creature  kj^ndly  lufes  his 
ffadir.  Certayne  trayst  es  contende  in  fis  worde  no.^tcv,  ffor  if 
he  be  ours,  fan  may  we  sekerly  trayst  in  hym  fat  he  es  haldeii) 
tiH  vs.  StabiH  trouthe  es  taken)  in  fise  wordes  Qui  es,  ffor  32 
when)  we  say  qni  es,  fan  graunt  we  wele  fat  Godde  es  fat  we 
Truth  or  neuer  sawe,  and  fat  es  ryghte  trouthe,  ffor  trouthe  es  na  nof er 
lieviny;  what   thyug  bot  trowyng  of  thyng  fat  may  noghte  be  sene.     Sothe- 

ciimiot  1*G 

seen.  fastc  mekeiies  es  betakynde  in  fis  Avorde  l7i  celis,  ffor  when  we  3G 
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thynke  how  he  es  hcghe  in  joy,  ami  how  we  are  here  lawc  in 
besynes,  than)  we  are  mekide.  Eot  when)  we  hafe  festcncde  jjerc 
foure  thynges  in  oure  hcrtes,  fan  may  we  hardyly  praye,  and  sayo 

4  yfiih  aH  oure  aff eccyon),  ^Sianctt^ce^ur  nomen  tuum,  fat  es  to  say,   '  Hallowed 
lialy  be  tin  name  ;  als  swa  stabiH  pi  name,  fat  es,  ffadir,  in  vs,  fat   Nam«.' 
we  be  one  fat  manere  f i  childire,  fat  we  do  na  thyng  fat  be 
agaynes  f i  wilt,  and  that  eue/*  mare  we  doo  fat  at  commes  to  f i 

8  plesynge,  thurgh  grauntynge  of  f i  grace.     And  for-thi  fat  we 

may  noghte  euer  mare  do   fat  perfitely  Avhyls  we  ere   in  fis 

caytifede  worlde,  fare-fore   pray  we    fus  and  sayse,  Adueuiat   'Tiiy  king- 
dom come.' 
regnum  tmim,  f'<t  es  to  say,  it  com)  till  vs  fi  kyngdom),  fat  we 

12  rcgne  in  fe,  Ihftsu,  in  fis  lyfe  thurgh  thi  grace,  and  fou  in  vs  in 
f e  tof er  lyfe  thurgh  joy.     And  fis  ilke  we  p?r<ye  for  f ase  fat  are 
in  nurc;atorie.  and  for-thi  bat  we  neue?'  mare  may  hafe  ^  i)arte  with   V  leaf  205, 
joye  of  heuen)  if  we  do  noghte  thi  wiH  in  erthe,  fare-fore  wo 

16  praye  thus,  ffi.at  voluntas  tua  sicut  in  celo  et  in  teira,  fat  es  to   'Thy  win  be 

done  ill  eiutli 

say,  thi  wiH  be  donne,  als  in  heuen),  swa  in  erthe.    Alswa  say  make  asinheaveu,' 
vs  to  do  f i  wyH,  fat  es  to  say,  fou  gyfFe  vs  grace  to  do  aH  fat 
fou  coj/anandes,  and  to  lefe  all  fat  fou  defendis,  and  fat  swa  in 
20  erthe  als  in  heueii),  fat  es  to  say,  als  Michaelle,  and  Gabrielle, 

and  Raphaelle,  cherubyn)  and  seraphyn),  and  aH  f  e  of  cr  angeHs  as  Rai.imei 

and  the 

and  archangeHs,  and  aH  fase  fat  are  ordeynede  to  fe  eudles  Archangels 
lyfe  in  joy,  in  ilke  a  kynde,  in  ilke  ane  ordire,  and  in  ilke  ane 
2-4  elde,  thi  wille  duse ;  and  for-thi  fat  we  may  noghte  do  f i  wiU 
whiHs  we  lyffc  in  fis  body  if  fou  ne  sustayne  \3  noghte,  fare- 
fore  say  we  fus,  vanem  nosirwn  cotidianuva.  da  nobis  hodie,   'Give  us  this 

day  our  daily 

fat  es  to  say,  oure  ilke  day  brede  fou  gyffe  vs  to  day ;  als  swa  bread.' 
28  say  thon,  gyffe  vs  fforce  in  body  and  in  saule,  and  hele  if  it  be 
fi  wiH  of  fe  tane  and  offe  fe  tofer.     And  here  es  for  to  wit 
fat  fare  es  thre  maners  of  brede,  fat  es  bodyly  brede,  fat  cs  to   Throe  kinds 

of  breatl. 

say,  ffode  and  clethynge ;  fare  es  brede  gastely,  fat  es  to  say, 
32  of  haly  Avrytte  fe  leryng ;  and  fare  es  fe  brede  of  eukarysto,  fat 
es  fe  grace  in  fe  sacrament  of  fe  autere,  for  to  comforthe  fe 
kynde  of  fe  tane  and  fe  toper.  Bot  for-thi  fat  wo  ere  worthi 
na  gudncs  whills  we  ere  bownden)  in  synn),  fare-fore  say  wo 
3G  fu.'^,  Diiniltc  nobis  dcbita  noiira,  sicut  ct  nus  diniit/inais  dcbi- 
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'Forgive  us    torihvis  nostris.  bis  es  to  say,  fFor-cryffe  vo  cure  dettis  als  we 

ourtres-  "^  "^  °"^ 

passes,  as  we  forgyffe  oure  dettours  :  fou  saH  wy t  fare  cure  synns  byndis  cure 
that  trespass  dettouTS  to  pyBiie,  fare-fore  we  pray  IhesM  to  for-gyff  vs  synnes, 
pat  es  to  say,  aH  fat  we  hafe  synnede  in  thoghte  in  worde  and  in  4 
dede ;  and  J>at  ryghte  als  we  f or-gyffe  till  fase  fat  hase  mysdone 
agaynes  vs.  And  for-fi  fat  a  lyttiH  vs  helpes  to  hafe  forgyfnes  of 
syn),  if  we  may  nogtte  kepe  vs  fra  syn),  fare-fore  pray  we  f us, 
'Lead  lis  not  et  716  uos  inducus  111  temptacionevd,  and  bis  es  to  sav,  lede  vs  8 

intotcmpta-  _  j.  ^  r  j} 

tion.'  no3te  in-to  na  fandynges ;  als  swa  say,  suffere  vs  noghte  be  ouer- 

commen)  in  fandyngez  of  fe  deucH,  ne  of  fe  flescB,  ne  of  fe 
werlde.  And  noglite  allanly  we  pray  fat  we  be  delyuered  of  aH 
euyH  fandyngez,  bot  alswa  we  pray  fat  Ave  be  delyuered  of  aH  IH  1 2 

'Diit  deliver  thynge,  wheri)  we  say,  set  libera  nos  a  malo,  and  fis  es  to  say,  bot 

iwl'romevil.' 

delyuer  vs  of  aH  iH  thynge^t,  fat  es,  of  body  and  of  saule,  of  syn) 
and  of  pyne,  ffor  syn)  fat  now  es  or  satt  be.  Say  we  Amen,  fat  es 
to  say,  swa  be  it !  and  for-thi  sayse  oure  Lorde  Ihesu  Criste  in  f  e  1 6 
Gospelle,  what  sa  f  ou  prayes  my  fadir  in  my  name,  he  saH  do  it ; 
and  fer-fore  say  at  fe  ende,  ^^er  Dovummn  nosimm  /esurn 
Christum, _/?Z«<m  tuum,  &&.  And  now,  my  dere  frende,  vndirstande 
When  the       noghte  fat  f ou  saH  say  f i  pater:  woster  with  mouthe,  als  I  hafe  it  20 

words  are  i      p  -n 

said  with  the  here  wretyi:i)  be-fore  f  e.     Bot  say  aH  anely  f  e  nakede  lettir  wiili 

mouth  their 

meaning         fi  moutlie,  and  thynke  in  bi  herte  of  this  bat  I  hafe  said  here,  of 
ought  to  be      r  J  J  r  r  » 

thought  of  in  iike  a  worde  by  it  selfe ;  and  rekk  noghte  fof  fou  ne  multyply 

1116  ii6Ari>a 

many  ixiter  nosters,  fifor  it  es  better  to  say  a  ^:>a^er  nost^v  with  24 
Devotion  the  gude  deuocyon),  fan)  a  thousande  wit7;-owtteii)  deuocyon);  ffor  f  us 

imiwrtant  •      r,  -i-*      i 

tiling.  sais  Saynte  Paule  appertly  :  he  sayse,  *  me  ware  leuer  say  fyve 

wordes  in  herte  deuotely,  fane  fyve  thousande  with  my  mouthe 
[I  leaf  206]    ^w«t/i-owtten)  lykynge.'     And  one  fe  same  manere  saH  fou  say  28 
and  do  at  thyne  offece  in  f e  qweire,  for  swa  sayse  f e  prophete. 

Also  sing       Psallite  sapienter,  and  fat  es  to  say,  synges  and  versy  wyesly,  fat 

and  verse  ^  -  ^  -, 

wisely.  es,  to  Say  or  to  synge  wyesly,  fat  es,  Jiat  thi  herte  be  one  fat  at  fou 

saise ;  and  one  fat  at  of er  saise,  fat  fou  here  it  besyly  ;  fifor  if  f i  32 
body  be  at  thi  seruyce,  and  f  i  mouthe  speke  one  a  wyse,  and  thi 

The  mischief  herte  thynke  of  wrechidnes  caytcfly,  fan  es  fou  twynnede ;  fifor 

ofindevout  i         /.     • 

ser^cc.  when  fou  swa  es  tw}Tinede,  fou  tynes  f e  mede  of  f i  seruyce,  ffor 

fe  awe  to  serue  Godde  with  aH  fi  herte,  with  aH  thi  saule,  and  36 
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w/t/i  aH  \>i  vertu,  and  swa  \>on  may  pay  J)i  GodJe.     Bot  fare  cs 

many  thynges  pat  ere  cause  of  swylke  wrechcde  twyiuiyiige,  als   Causes  of 

mete,  drynke,  reste,  cletliynge,  layke,  discorde,  thoghte,  laboure,  t"  I'rayer. 

4  hethynge.  These  makes  hippyngc,  homerynge  of  medles  momel- 
lyiige.  And  fare-fore  take  kepe  wliat  oure  Lorde  Thesu  Crista 
saise  in  fe  GospoHe.  ffirste  he  saise, '  sekes  pe  kyngdoin)  of  heuen), 
and  aH  fat  30  hafe  myster  of  saH  be  gyffen)  30we  with  owttyn) 

8  any  askynge.'     Thare-fore,  dere  frende,  f on  saH  wit  what  fou  satt   XVIII. 
hafe  in  fc  blysse  of  heuen) :  wit  fou  Avele  fat  f ou  saH  hafe  seueii)  the  feitiifui 

„.,,,  .  ~,.  .,,        sliall  have  in 

gyftes  m  body  and  seuen)  in  saule,  fat  es  to  say,  iiairenes  m  body   heaven. 
w/t7?-owttyn)  fylth,  lyghtenes  wzt7/-owttyn)  slewth,  fforce  Wit7<-owt- 

12  ten)  fFeblesce,  ffrenes  wit/z-owtten)  tliralledome,  lykynge  wz't/i-owt- 
ten)  noye,  lufelynes  with-ovfttjrd  envye,  hele  wft/i-owttyn)  sekenes, 
lange  lyfe  wzt/i-owttyn)  ende.  Thou  saH  hafe  in  saule,  wysedome 
w/t/i-owtten)  ygnorance,  fFrenchipe  wit7^owtten)hateredyn),  accorde 

16  Wi'tZi-owtten)  discorde,  myghte  w«t7i-owtten)  wayknes,  honoz*/'  w/t7/- 
owtten)  dishonor/*,  sekirnes  w^'t7i-owtten)  drede,  joy  wzt7i-owtten) 
sorowe.     Bot  fe  wreches  in  helle,  aH  fe  reuerce,  both  in  body  Tiierenaiues 

of  helL 

and  in  saule ;  fat  es  to  say,  ftylth  w/t7^owttyn)  fairenes,  slouthe 
20  w/t7i-owtten)  lyghtenes,  ffeblesce  w/t7i-owtten)  force,  thraledoni) 
w/t7i-owtteu)  freenes,  angwyse  ■w/t7i-owtten)  lykynge,  sekenes  w«t7i- 
owtten)  hele,  ded  wzt7i-owtten)  ende.    Thare  saH  be  in  fair  saules, 
ignorance  w2t7i-owttyn)  wysdome,  hatredyn)  wiit7i-owtten)  lufe,  dis- 
24  corde  wit7i-owtten)  accorde,  feblesce  w«t7i-owtten)  powere,  schame 
Wit7/!0wtten)  honour,  drede  wlth-owtteri)  sekernes,   and  sorowe 
w^'t7;-owtten)  joy.     And  for  fis  saH  ^fou  seke  with  aH  fi  myghte  saiicf/us 
fat  f ou  may  wyn)  f e  joye  of  heuen) ;  ffor  fare  es  sa  gret  joye,  and  Tiiercforc 
28  sa  mekiH  swettnes,  fat  if  fou  myghte  lyll'e  fra  fe  bcgy??nynge  of  the  joys  of 

heaven. 

fe  worlde  vn-tiH  f e  ende,  and  hafe  aH  fe  lykynge  fat  f ou  couthe 
ordeyne,  3it  f ou  sulde  w/t7i  gret  ryghte  lefe  aH  fase,  for  to  be  a  day 
in  f  e  joy  of  heuen).     And  thus  endys  f  e  tof  ^;-  degre  of  contem-   Ti>is  is  sum- 

.  cioiit  of  the 

32  placyonc,  fat  es  to  say,  f e  co?itemplacione  of  haly  writte  ;  of  f e   se.im.i  imrt 
whylke  if  fou  take  gud  kepe  in  f i  herte,  it  saH  be  lyghtc  vuto   I'latiou. 
fe  ilke  a  worde  to  haldc.     One  ane  ofcr  syde,  if  fou  hafe  matrr 
to  spekc  vn-to  f c  cierkez,  l)e  fay  neutv  sa  wyse,  or  to  lewede  luon, 

3G  be  fay  neucv  so  ruydo,  of  fe  clerkes  fou  mufe  soin  matirs  of  fis, 


T 


40  II.    MIRROE    OF    ST.  EDJIUXD.       THIRD    PART    OF    CONTEMPLATION. 

and  alswa  at  pou  may  leie  more.     And  wlien)  \>ou.  spekes  tiii 
['  leaf  206]     syrnpiH  men)  and  ruyde,  ^gladly  Jjou  lere  jjam)  vf/th  swettnes  ;  ffor 
fou  base  enoghe  whare-of  Jjou  may  speke,  and  liow  fou  saH:  fi 
lyfe  amende  and  gouerne,  and  ofer  men?«es  alswa.  4 

Vie  thirde  degrc  of  co?itemplacyon)  es  in  Godde  Hy??i  selfe. 
And  fat  may  be  on  twa  maners,  pat  es,  witb-owtten)  in  bis 
XIX.   manbcde,  and  jn,  in  bis  Godbede  so  blyscbede.     iFor  pus  saise 
^.'irtV.f  roii-     Saynt  Austyn) :  flfor-pi  be-come  Godde  man),  ffor  to  make  mane  to  8 
?s  of  gocl"     se  Godde  in  bis  kynde  ;  ffor  wbejjer  som)  be  3ode  with-in  or  with- 
owtten),euer  mare  mogbte  man  fynde  pasture;  wit72-OAvtten),tburgb 
consederacyon)  of  bis  manhede ;  w/t/i-in,  tburgbe  contemplacyon) 
Tiiciiiaii-        of  bis  Godbede.     Of  bis  manbede  saH  jjou  tbynke  tbre  tbyngez,  12 

hood  of       • 

Christ.  Jje  meknes  of  bis  incarnacyon),  pc  swetenes  of  bis  conue?'sasioii), 

and  pe  grete  cbarito  of  bis  passione.     Bot  pis  may  pou  nogbte 

do  aH  att  anes ;  and  pare-fore  bafe  I  tw}-nned  tbe  tbaym  by  pe 

Some  ].artof  seuerD  houres  of  pe  daye  pat  pou  saise  in  pe  kyrke,  SAva  pat  nan)  16 

thou-htofat  boure  passe  tbe  pat  pou  ne  saH  be  swetely  ocupyede  in  pi  berte. 

eiicli  of  the  .  MT  -11 

.seven  hours.    Eot  noAve  for  to  do  pis,  pan  saH  pou  wit  pat  tin  like  ane  boure 

of  pe  daye  es  dowbyH  medytacyon),  ane  of  bis  passyon),  and 

XX.   anoper  of  pe  toper  seson).     Now,  dere  frende,  be-fore  matyns  saH  20 

mid  Bc-trayai   ]>ou.  tbyiike  of  pe  swcte  byrtlie  of  Ibesu  Cryste  alper-fyrste,  and 

tins.      ''      sytliyn)    cftyrAvarde  of   bis   passion).     Of   bis  byrtb,  saH  tbou 

tbynke  besyly  pe  tyni),  and  pe   stede,  and  pe   boure  pat  oure 

Lorde  Ibesu  Criste  was  borne  of  bis  modir  Marie.     J)e  tyme  24 

The  Birth  in    was  in  myd-wyntter,  wben)  it  Avas  maste  calde ;  pe  boure  was  at 

at  iiii<hiif<ht,  raydnygbte,  pe  bardeste  boure  pat  es ;  pe  stede  was  in  mydwarde 

in  a  shed.  . 

pe  strete,  in  a  bouse  Ave't/i-owtteii)  walles.  In  clowtis  Avas  be 
Avonden),  and  als  a  cbilde  Avas  be  bundeii),  and  in  a  crybbe  28 
by-fore  ane  oxe  and  ane  asse  pat  lufely  lorde  layde  Avas,  for  pare 
was  na  nope?-  stede  voyde.  And  bere  saH  pou  tbynke  of  pc 
kepynge  of  Marye,  and  of  bir  cbilde,  and  of  bir  spouse  losepb — 
Avat  joye  Ibesu  pam  sente.  Tbou  saH  tbynke  also  of  pe  byrdes  32 
pat  saAV  pe  takyn)  of  bis  byrtbe,  and  pou  saH  tbynke  of  pc  SAvete 
felacbippe  of  angeHs,  and  rayse  vpe  tbi  berte  and  synge  Avilb 
XXI.  pam),  Gloria  in  excelsis  Deo,  4'c-  Of  pe  passion),  saH  pou  tbynke 
Tiiemockiui;  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^,^g  ^^^  swylke  a  tym)  of  pe  nygbte  betrayed  of  bis  3G 
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deseyple,  and  taken)  als  a  traytoure,  and  Lowndcii)  al.s  a  tliefe, 
and  ledde  als  a  felon).  Be-forc  pryme,  fjou  saH  thynkc  of  Ipa 
pn.ssion'*  of  Ihe.s'U  and  of  his  joyfuH:  ryssynge.  Of  his  passyon), 
4  saH  piAi  thynkc  how  fe  lewes  leddc;  hyni  in-to  fiaire  coun.saile,  and 
bare  false  Avytnes  agaync  hyin,  and  put  apponc  hym  fiat  he  had 
saide  hlasefeme,  ]3at  es,  sclandyre  in  Godde ;  and  }:«t  he  had  said  accusations, 
]jat  he  sidd  haue  distroyedc  fe  temple  of  Godde,  and  make  agaync 
8  anojjtr  w/t/i-in  the  thirde  day  ;  and  fan)  pay  hygan)  to  dryfe  hym 
tiH  liethynge,  and  to  fulle  hym  als  a  fule,  and  spite  one  hym)  in 
dispytc  in  his  faire  face ;  and  sythyn)  thay  hide  his  eghen),  and 
gafe  hym)  bofetes  grete,  and  sythen)  asked  hym)  whate  he  was   beating, 

1 2  fat  hym  smate ;  and  sythen)  fay  ledde  hym  dreryly  to  fe  dede,   death, 
^and  3itt  neuer  he  sayde  tiH  tliaym  anes  why  fay  swa  dydc.     [•  leaf  207] 
Many  othyre  wykkydnes  fay  dide  hym,  fat  lange  ware  to  telle. 
^itt  be-fore  pryme  saH  f ou  thynke  of  fe  haly  rysesynge  ;  f«t  at  fat   and  Resnr- 

16  tyme  of  fe  daye  Ihe.^u  joyfully  ruse  fra  dede  to  lyfe,  when)  fat  he   foienime. 
hade  destruyede  helle,  and  delyue?-ede  haly  sawles  owto  of  fe 
powere  of  fe  deuelle.     3itt  be-fore  vndrone  saH  fou  thynkc  of   XXII. 
fe   passion)   and  of   fe   witsondaye.     Of   fe    passion)    saH  fou 

20  thynke,  how  fat  tyme  oure  Lorde  Ihesu  Cryste  dispytousely  Avas 
dyspuylede,  nakkynde  and  bownden)  tiH  a  tree  in  Pylate  house, 
and  swa  wykkedly  scourgede  and  dou?zgen),  fat  of  his  swete  Thescomf;- 

J  •'  o  o       >    T  ingandthe 

body,  fra  f e  hcued  tiH  f e  fute,  noghte  was  lefte  hale ;  and  at  fat 
24  ilkc  hourc  fou  saH  thynke  of  fe  witso?mday,  how  fe  tyni)  of  fc 

day  oure  Lorde  Ihe.su  Criste  sente  be  Haly  Gaste  tiP  his  disciples,   giving  of  the 

•^  I  J  ^         '     Spirit  iHfuio 

in  liknes  of  fyre,  and  of  tun»ges,  iu  takynnynge  fat  fay  suldc  hafe   Uudroun. 
abowndance  in  wordc  and  brynnyngc  in  lufe,  and  fat  ryghte  es 

28  f  c  p^/rueance  of  oure  Lorde  pzw'uayde ;  ffor  in  twa  maners  f  0 
wykked  gaste  be-gylede  man)  iu  paradyse,  fat  es  to  sayc,  with 
Avykkcde  entycement  of  his  tunge,  and  wiMt  fe  caldnes  of  his 
venym).     and  fov-thi  come  the  Haly  Gaste  in  lyknes  of  tung 

32  agayne  the  entycement  of  tho  deuelle,  and  in  fyrc  for  to  distruye 

i/m  caldnes  of  his  venym).     15e-fore  myddayc  .siH  \xiii  thynkc  of   XX III. 

.  •  \irTi  ■      s         c  •  •■^Ul.  Tl»'  Aniiun- 

fc  anu//ciacyon)  and  01  llu',su  passion).    01  pe  ainu/ciacuni',  san  p'ni   riation  nn.i 

Till  /~i    ■  1-t.i.i         Crncillxioii 

tliynke  of  fc  grctc  mercy  oi  oure  Iconic  Ihc.vu  Ciistc,  win  fat  lie   iH'f.nu  nmi- 

day. 

36  waldo  be-co»jmc  man),  and  llbr  vs  sullirc  fc  dcdo  iu  fat  swcto 
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How  Christ 
was  crucified 
between  2 
tliieves. 


XXIV. 

Tlie  Deatli 
and  Asceii- 
sidii  before 
Noue. 


Tlie  words  of 
Jesus  on  tlic 
Cross. 


[1  leaf  207, 
back] 


Tlie  tokens 
of  Olirist's 
deaclu 


manlieJe,  sen)  he  moghte  hafe  boglite  vs  agayne  on  ope)-  ruanere. 
And  fat  dyde  he,  for  tiH  drawe  tiii  hyirf  tJn  luffe.    ffor  if  ane  hade 
bene  pi  maker,  and  anoper  thi  byere,  and  hade  sufferde  in  thaire 
bodyes  aH  oure  sorowe  for  to  by  aH  oure  lufe,  than  hade  noghte  4 
oure  trouthe  bene  anely  in  ane.    Off  pe  passion),  saH  pon  thynke  at 
pat  houre  how  oure  Lorde  Ihe^'U  was  done  one  pe  Crosse  be-twyx 
twa  thefes,  ane  one  his  ryghte  syde  and  anopcr  one  his  lefte  syde  ; 
and  hym  selfe  pay  hangede  be-twix  paru)  twa,  alls  maystev'  of  8 
thefes ;  ffor  if  aH  pe  sekenes  of  pis  werlde  and  aH  pe  sorowe  ware 
in  pe  body  of  a  man)  anely,  and  pat  man  myghte  consayfe  alls 
mekiH  noyc  and  angwysce  and  sorowe  in  his  body  als  aH  pe  men) 
of  pis  werlde  moghte  thynke,  3itt  it  ware  fuH  littiH,  or  eHs  noghte,  12 
to  regarde  of  pe  sorowe  pat  he  sufferde  for  vs  ane  houre  of  pe 
daye.    Be-fore  no/ine  saH  pou  thynke  of  pe  passion)  and  of  pe  glo- 
riouse  ascencion).     Of  pe  passione  saH  pou  tliynke,  pat  at  swyike 
a  tym)  of  pe  daye  dyede  pe  makere  of  lyfe  for  pi  lufe.    And  here  16 
saH  pan  thynke  of  pe  wordes  pat  Ihesn  spake  on)  pe  crose,  and  of 
pe  foure  takyn)s  pat  be-feHe  in  his  dede.     The  fyrste  worde  was 
pis  pat  he  spake,  'fFadire,  for-gyffe  pam)  pis  syn),  for  pay  wate 
noghte  whate  pay  doo.'    The  iother  worde  was  pis  pat  he  said  to  20 
pe  thefe,  '  If  or  sothe  I  say  the,  pis  day  saH  pan  be  vfitli  me  in 
paradyse.'     The  thirde  was  pat  he  saide  to  his  modire,  of  Sayne 
loh^n  his  cosyn?ie,  '  Woman),  lo  pare  thi  son) ! '    And  to  pe  dis- 
cyple  saide  he,  'IMan^e !  lo,  pare  thy  modire ! '  The  ferlhe  worde  pat  24 
he  saide  was  this,  'Godde,  my  Godde!  ^  whi  base  pou  lefte  me  pn&V 
The  fyfte  was,  *  Scicio,'  pat  es  to  say,  '  I  haf  thriste.'     The  sexte 
worde  was  this,  '  In  mamis  tuas  Doroxne,'  <^c  Avhilke  es  for  to 
saye,  '  ffadir,  in-to  pi  hanndis  I  gyffe  my  sawle.'     The  seuende  28 
worde  Avas  pis,  CoTisummatum  est,  pat  es  to  say,  '  Now  es  pe  pro 
phecye  fulfillede  ; '  and  with  pat  worde  he  helde  his  hede  downe, 
and  gafe  pe  gaste.     Xow  pe  takyrOs  pat  ware  in  his  dede  ere 
pire.     ffirste,  aH  pe  ertlie  by-gane  to  tremble,  and  pe  vaile  of  pe  32 
temple  braste  in  twa  aud  felle  doun),  pe  stanes  raue  in  sou?Klire, 
pe  graues  opynede  and  pe  dede  men  rase,  and  pe  son?^e  yviih- 
drewe  his  lyghte  fra  pe  werlde  fra  myddaye  to  iio?aie.     Of  pe 
ascencione  saH  pou  thynke,  tJaxt  swylkc  a  tym)  of  pe  daye  wente  36 
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vpe  cure  lordo  Ilie*'U  Criste  iii-tiH  fe  mounte  of  Olyuete,  searide 
his  discyples  and  his  swete  modire  !Marie,  how  he  steighe  in-tiH 
heuen),  and  sett  hym  one  [his]  ITadir  rights  hande,  and  how  his 

4  dysciples  turnede  agayne  into  f>e  cete,  and  ware  in  fastynge 
and  in  prayere  vntiH  pe  cownnynge  of  J)e  H;dy  Gaste,  and  pare 
ware  to-gedire  a  hundretli  and  twentty  in  a  house  for  to  abyde 
fe  co??imynge  of  fe  Haly  (iaste,  als  oure  Lorde  conjniande  pani) 

8  before.     Be-fore  euensange  saH  ])oii  thynke  of  Ihe^'u  passion)  and  XXV. 
of  his  supere.     Of  pe  passion)  saH  pon  thynke,  how  Joseph  of  dowii'fi("a 
Aramathy  p?«'chaste  Ihesu  body  of  PiUite,  and  how  pey  come  to  and  the 
be  crosse  bare  he  hange,  and  bay  brakke  the  twa  thee-banes  of  be  per,  befi.ix- 

Evensong. 

12  twa  thefes.  And  fare  was  a  knyghte  rcdye  -with  a  spere,  and 
pe?'chede  fe  syde  of  Ihesu,  and  smate  liym  to  fe  herte ;  and  als 
sone  come  rynnande  downe  Jje  precyouse  blode  and  watire.  And 
fat  was  the  rawnsone  of  f e  whilke  I  be-fore  spake — louede  be  tha.t 

16  Lorde  !  And  fan)  loseph  tuke  hym  downe  of  fe  crosse,  for-fi  fat 
na  bodye  sulde  duelle  on  f  e  crosse  in  so  hye  a  daye  als  was  one 
f e  morne.     Of  f e  supcre  of  Ihesu  saH  f ou  thynke,  how  fat  tym)  The suppir 

of  the  Lurtl. 

he  gafe  his  p?-ecyorise  flesche  and  his  blude,  in  lyknes  of  brede 
20  and  of  wyne  fat  we  may  see ;  and  it  es  sothefastely  flesche  and 
blude  of  Ihesu  Criste,  fat  we  may  noghte  see  with  bodyli  eghcn). 
)pe  thirde  thynge  es  gastely,  f e  grace  fat  we  rescheyue  when)  we 
take  fat  flesche  and  fat  blude.     We  se  fare  lyknes  of  brede  and  The  bread 

Clip  1      •  IT  1  C  1  ^^'^   ^^'"'^    '^'''' 

24  of  wyne,  and  it  es  noghte;  bot  we  trowe  fat  fare  es  sothefastely  tmiyciirist's 
fe  flesche  and  fe  blude  of  Ihesu  Criste.     And  noghte  forthi  fe  Wood. 
lyknes  of  flesche  ne  may  we  noghte  see.     And  fare-fore  fare 
whare  we  sulde  hafe  vgglynes  als  vn-tiH  oure  body,  for  to  etc 

28  flesche,  and  drynke  blude  of  man),  oure  Lorde  Ihesu  Criste 
turnede  his  flesche  and  his  blude  in  liknes  of  brede  and  of  wyne, 
for  to  comforthe  oure  bodily  wittc  thurghe  swylke  fude  als  wo 
ere  Avountc  for  to  see,   and  alswa  for  to  helpe  oure   trouthc, 

32  thurghe  fat  fat  we  see  a  thynge  and  trowes  anof er.     And  fare-  Tiic  disi-.^si- 

t'""  it'<iuired 

lore,  dere  frende,  when)  f r>u  sari  gaa  for  to  rcscJiaife  fat  swcto  in  us. 
flesche  and  fat  l)lude  of  Ihesu  thi  saueoj^r,  luko  at  pun  liauo 
verray  contricyon),  and  repentance,  and  clensyngo  of  thi  syn)  in 
36  thi  herte,  IFor  faro  fou  rcssayfcs  in  sacrament  rcghto  als  fou 
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ressayfede  hyni)  in  flesclie  and  blude — blescede  be  jjat  grace  ! 

XXVI.    Be-fore  complyu)  sali  Jiou  thynke  how  fat  losepli  and  Xicodem?<s 

[1  leaf  208]     ■\vande  Ihesa  ^body  in  faire  sclietis,  and  enoynte  it  with  precyouse 

Before  Com- 

i.iine,  tiie       oynementes,  and  laide  it  in  a  monuraente  of  stane,  and  sett  baire  4 

Agony  and  J  '  >  r 

tiie  Burial,      seles  apon)  J)e  stane,  and  knj^ghtes  j?at  sulde  it  kepe.     The  toper 

[a  MS.  the]    thynge  fat  Jjou  saii  thynke  in  pe  same  tyme  es  pis,  how  Ihestcs"^ 

ill  ])e  days  of   supere,  when  he  had  souppede,  he  jode  in-tiH; 

a  gardyn)  with  his  discyples,  and  felle  downs  in  orysoun),  and  8 

bygann)  for  to  swete  one  swylke  manere  fat  \>g  droppis  of  blode 

XXVII.   droppede  of  his  blyssede  face  vn-tiH:  jje  erthe.     Novr  hase  pou 

matire   and  manere  for  to  thynke  of  Goddis  manhede.     And 

Tiieeontem-    eftirwarde  sali  bou  wit  how  bou  saH:  thynke  one  hym  in  his  12 

Illation  of  Hie  '^  r  J  J 

Godhead.  heghe  Godhede.  To  fat  saH  f ou  wit  fat  Godde  temperde  swa  his 
knaAveyngc  fra  f c  begynnynge  of  mankynde,  fat  he  walde  noghte 
aH  lially  schewe  hym  to  man),  ne  aH  lially  hele  liym)  fra  man) ; 
Ifor  if  he  hade  aH  hally  schewede  hym  to  man),  fan  hadde  trouthe  16 
noghte  bene  worthe,  and  mysbileue  had  noghte  bene  fan)  ouer- 
comen) ;  ffor  trouthe  es  of  thynge  fat  may  noghte  be  sene ;  fan 
fat  at  I  see,  es  noghte  trouthe ;  and  if  he  had  aH  hallily  helede 
fra  man),  fan  had  trouthe  noghte  bene  helpede,  and  mysbileue  20 
hade  bene  excusede ;  and  for-thi  fan)  walde  he  in  party  schewe 
hym),  and  in  party  hele  hym).     Bot  now  may  f  ou  aske  me  in  how 

God  reveals     many  maners  he  walde  schewe  hym).     I  say  in  twa  maners,  ane 

Himself  in 

twosii.eiai     -vvith-in,  anofer  with-owtten).     Witli-in  he  schewede  hym)  thurgh  24 

in.uiners. 

reuelacyon)  and  thurgh  resoun).  With-owtten),  thurgh  halye 
writte  and  thurgfi  creaturs.  Thurgh  reuelacyon),  when)  he 
schewede  hym  till  any  folke  thurgh  inspiracion)  and  thurghe 
myracle.  By  resoun),  commes  he  tiH:  f e  knawynge  of  man)  one  28 
f is  manere :  like  a  man)  may  wele  see  in  hym  selfe  fat  at  he 
The  inwnrd     es,  and  fat  at  he  hase  bene ;  bot  he  may  wele  wit  fat  he  hase 

revehition  of 

God.  noghte  bene  ay  ;  and  for  fat  he  wate  wele  fat  sum)  tym)  he  began) 

for  to  be,  fan  was  fare  sum)  tym)  when)  he  was  noghte.     Bo,t  32 
when)  he  was  noghte,  fan  moghte  he  one  na  wyese  make  hym) 
selfe :  and  f  is  seghcs  man)  in  his  creature,  ffor  he  sees  ilke  a  day 

[3  JIS.  iha.y 

ene  noghte     sum)  ga  and  sum)  com);  ffor-fi,  sen)  ilke  thjTiges  erre,and  fay  eiTe 

of  lha,y  ere 

noghte  of]      noghte  of  ^thaym)  selfe,  fare-fore  it  be-houes  nedc  fat  fare  be  ane  30 
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to  crvffe  aH  thynws  to  be,  bat  os  to  .^ayo,  of  ■wliayiu  alle  thynges   Reason 

^•^  "     "  '  '  ''  •  teaches  iis 

are;   bare-fore  it  behoues  of  force,  bat  he  tliurc,'lie  whaym  alle   the  external 

•^    '  '  •'  .-  ./  existence  of 

thynges    erre,   be   w?'t72-owtten)  begynnynge.      ffor   if   he   hade   ^'^'^^ 
4  begyunyng,  than)  it  behoufede  fat  he  had  begynnyng  of  sum) 
o\er,  Jjaii)  had  he  noghte  bene  fe  firste  autoM?*  and  }je  firste  be- 
gynnyng of  aH  thyngez,     Bot  J^are  was  na  thynge  be-fore  hyni) ; 
fan  he  come  of  na  no\p.i\  fan)  hade  he  neuer  na  begynnynge. 
8  And  fare-fore  it  behoufes,  one  aH  nianer  of  f e  wcrlde,  fat  fare  be 
a  thynge  fat  neuer  hade  begynnynge ;  and  when)  reson)  of  man) 
sese  of  force  fat  it  may  na  nofer  wysse  be,  fan  he  begynnys  for 
to  trowe  stabilly  fat  a  thynge  fat  was  w/t/i-owtten)  begynnynge, 
12  fat  es  awto?(r,  and  makere,  and  gouernere  of  aH  thynges  fat  ere. 

And  hym  calles  men)  Godde  by  this  skiH,  ffor  tU\s,  Avorde  Dens,    ^(us,  from 

''  J  J  J     r/.Mt,  means 

fat  es  to  say,  Godde,  co??imes  of  a  worde  of  grewe  fat  es  called  ""e  ■'"'>' 

theos,  and  fat  es  ^als  mekiH  for  to  say  als  ane  anely  Godde.     And  l\'.u'f  "'^''' 

in  fat  betakyns  fis  worde  Godde.     And,  dere  frond,  fou  awe  to  wit  XXV 11 1, 
fat  fare  ne  es  bot  a  Godde  ;  and  f ou  awe  to  wit  fat  na  gude  may 

faile  to  Godde.     Bot  forthi  fat  swete  thynge  and  gud  thynge  es  And  that 

PIP-,-,  "^  "^  tliere  must 

comforthe  of  felaschepe,  fan  may  noghte  Godd^  be  w/t/;-owtten)   beiMontii.in 

one  liersiin 

20  gutlnes  of  felaschipe.     Than  be-houede  it  nede   bat  bare  ware   intheG...i- 
many  pe?'son)s  in  Godde,  fe  liegheste  gudnes.     And  forfi  fat 
felyschepe  may  noghte  be  be-twyx  faere  fan)  twa,  fare-fore  be- 
houes it  be,  fat  in  Godde  be  at  f  e  leste  twa  person)s  :  and  for-thi  not  only  2 

'  persons,  but 

24  that  felj'schipe  es  littiH  worthe  wliare  fare  es  nan)  alyance  ne  three, 
lufe,  ffor-thi  it  be-houes  fat  f e  thirde  person)  ware  in  Godde,  fat 
ware  the  alyance  and  fe  lufe  be-twyx  the  twa.     And  for-f i  fat 
anehede  es  gude  and  manyhede  alswa,  fare-fore  it  behoiiede  nede 

28  fat  anehede  and  manyhede  bathe  ware  in  Godde,     And  by  fis  Onehoodand 

niaii.v)iiuMl 

.skiH  commes  man)  to  fe  knaweynge  of  Godde,  fat  he  es  a  Godde   an-  iH.th  in 
in  hym)  selfe,  and  thro  in  pe/'sones.    And  fis  like  may  man)  see  in 
hym  selfe  ;  ffor  he  sese  at  f e  begynnynge  fat  he  base  in  hym  selfe 

32  powere,  and  sythen)  eftir  powers.'  he  base  wysdom).  And  sython) 
begane  he  for  to  lufe  fat  wysdom),  and  fan  begynnes  he  for  to 
knawe  apertely  fat  fare  es  in  fe  saule  mighte,  and  of  fat  myghto 
commes  wysdom),  and  of  thayme  bathe  comes  lufe  ;  and  when 

3G  man)  sese  fat  it  es  one  swylke  maiuTc  in  hym,  of  f,it  awe  hym) 
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The  three 
Persons  of 
tlie  Trinity. 


Power  the 
nttriliutc  of 
till'  Fatlicv, 
Wisfloiu  ot 
the  Son, 
Love  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 


XXIX. 

Three  de- 
grees of 
Contcni)ila- 
tion. 

[1  leaf  200] 


The  nature 
of  the  Soul. 


to  Avit,  J>at  one  swylke  maner  awe  it  to  be  in  Godde  ]3at  es  abouen) 
liym),  |)at  es  to  say,  fat  in  Godde  es  ruyghte,  and  of  fat  co??imes 
liis  wysdomwie,  and  of  powere  and  wysedoni)  bathe  comes  lufe. 
And  for-jji  ])at  of  ]>c  fyrste  pe;-son»e  co?»nies  fie  to])er,  and  owte  4 
of  thayni)  bathe  conies  ])e  thyrde,  ffor-thi  calles  he  ]>&  firste  per- 
sonwe,  Godde  fie  ffadire ;   fje  tof?er,  Godde  f)e  son»e ;   f?c  thirde, 
Godde  fie  Haly  Gaste.    And  for  fiat  it  wounte  to  be  thus  in-manges 
men),  j^at  pe  ifadir  was  mare  ffebiii  fian  fie  son«e  for  his  elde,  and  8 
|)e  son?ie  mare  vnwyse  fjan  fje  ffadire  for  his  ^outhe ;  and  for  fjat 
a  man  sulde  noghte  wene  fiat  it  ware  swa  of  Godde,  thare-fore  es 
powere  appropirde  to  Godde  fie  ffadir,  wysdoni)  to  Godde  fse  son?«e. 
And  for-f)i  J)at  fiis  worde  Gaste  sownnes  su?/iwhate  into  fellenes,  12 
ft'oi-fji  es  swetnes,  lufe,  and  gudenes  appropirde  to  J?o  Haly  Gaste. 
Oppoii)  ))is  mane?"  coimnes  maiD  firste  to  fie  knaweynge  of  his 
Gudde,  how  he  es  w/t/i-owetten)  begynnynge,  and  whi  lie  es  called 
Godde,  aue  in  substance  and  thre  in  persones,  and  whi   f>e  firste  16 
persone  es  callede  Godde  f>e  ffadir  ;  fie  tofer,  Godde  f)e  so»ne ;  f  e 
thyrde,  Godde  fe  Haly  Gaste ;  and  Avlii  powere  es  appropirde  to 
Godde  f5e  ffadir,  and  wysdoni)  to  Godde  fe  so?me,  and  gudnes 
to  Godde  f>e  Haly  Gaste.     In  swylke  nianere  saii  fjou  knawe  f)i  20 
Godde.     The  fyrste  degre  of  contemplaciori)  es,  fiat  pe  saule  be 
ledde  agayne  to  fe  selfe,  and  gedire  it  aH  w?t7/-in  fie  selfe.     The 
tofjer  degre  es,  f)at  man  see  whate  he  es  swa  gedyrde  to-gedire. 
The  thirde  degre  es,  fat  he  lefte  hym  selfe  abouen  liym  selfe,  ^and  24 
payne  hyin  for  to  luke  one  his  Godde  in  his  awen)  kynde.     Bot 
tin  selfe  may  he  neuer  mare  co?»me,  vn-tiH  he  hafe  lerede  to  resayfe 
ilke  a  bodyly  ymagynacyone  erthely  and  gastely,  fat  co»mies  to  his 
awen)  herte,  owfier  of  herynge,  or  of  tastynge,  or  of  sweloynge  or  28 
of  any  opcr  bodily  wite,  to  refuse  it  and  to  defule  it,  fat  it  may 
see  the  selfe  swylke  as  it  es  wz't/i-owtten)  f e  bodye.     Thare-fore, 
dere  ffrende,  take  gud  hede  how  f  e  saule  es  wondiifuH  in  f  e  selfe, 
and  howe  it  es  ane  in  fe  kynde,  and  noghte  forthi  3it  it  duse  32 
d}aie?'se  thyuges ;  if  or  f  e  selfe,  it  sese  fat  at  f  ou  sese  with  thyn) 
eghne,  heris  with  thyne  eres,  swolowes  with  tlii  mouthe,  smelles 
with  f i  nese,  and  al  swa  fat  at  f ou  touches  with  aH  fi  menibris. 
Thynke  3it  eftyrwarde,  howe  f i  saule  es  grcte,  fat  aH  anely  with  3G 
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a  thosrlite  it  may  comprelieude  heucii)  and  ertrie,  and  aH  tat  in   its  power  of 

°  •'  ^  '  tUought. 

thayni)  are,  if  pay  ware  a  hundreth  falde  grettere  )jan)  J)ay  are  or 
may  Le.     When  manes   lyfe  es  grete,  and  swa  nohiH  fat  na 

4  creature  may  vndirstande  it  pCT-fitly,  thane  grcte  and  nobiH:  es   Thefcreat- 
he  bat  swa  nobiH  thynge  made  of  noghte.     He  es  abouen)  aH   Maker  of  the 

'  •'     "  "  soul. 

thynge,  and  yvith-'m  aH  thynge,  and  wit//-owtten)  aH  thynge,  and 
be-netfie  aH  thynge.  He  es  abouen)  aH  thynge,  aH  thynge  gouer- 
8  nande  ;  be-nethe  aH  thynge,  berande  aH  thynge  ;  wit/i-in  aH 
thynge,  if  idfillande  aH  ;  AVit/i-owtten)  aH  thynge,  abowte-gangande 
aH.  Swylke  manere  of  co«templacione  engendyrs  in  man)  ffaste 
troutlie  and  sekire  deuocyone.     Eftir  fis  saH  fou  thynke  liowe  TUebouniy 

1 2  jjat  lie  es  large  ;  ant  fat  may  fou  see  one  many  maners.  See  at 
fe  begynnynge  howe  fat  he  es  large  of  erthely  gude,  how  he 
gyfes  his  gudes  als  wele  to  f e  iHe  als  to  fe  gude,  in  alle  thynges 
fat  fou  sese  in  ertlie.     Sytheu)  efterwarde  sec  howe  fat  he  es 

16  large  for  to  iforgyife  ;  ffor  if  a  mane  hym  ane  hade  donne  aHs   Hisgrcnt 

.  ,  mercy. 

mekiH  iHe  als  aHe  fe  men  of  fis  werlde  moghte  doo,  3itt  sulde 

he  be  mare  redy  be  fe  hundrethe  parte  for  to  fforgyffe  hym,  fan 

fat  caytife  sulde  bee  for  to  aske  of  hym  forgyfenes.     Xowe,  my   XXX. 

20  dere  ffreiide,  if  hon  lyfe  efte?'  bis  kennyn<;c,  ban  saH  bou  lyfe   Tinsknow- 
'       r         J  r  J    c,  ■>  r  r         j        ledge  is  tlio 

hono?<rabily,  and  bat  es  be  fyrste  parte  of  oure  sermon)  bat  I   way  to  live 

J '  r  r        J  1  r  lionmuably, 

touchede  at  f e  begynnynge ;  and  eftir  fat  saH  fou  studye  to  lyffe   ty'''^-''.,r''' 
lufely  als  to  thyne  euencrysten) ;  and  vntiH  fat,  saH  fou  sette  aH  ^il^.'^;,"',*''® 
24  hally  bi  myghte  to  lufe  and  for  to  be  lufede.     Thou  saH  lufe  aH   Next  you 

''   '         ''O  ^  must  study 

men?«e  in  Godde,  fat  es  at  say,  anely  in  gudues,  and  noghte  for   to  live  in 
fairc  fairenes  of  bodye  for  to  lufe,  ne  for  force,  ne  for  na  nof cr 
bodily  vcrtu  ;  il'or  fay  fat  lufes  in  swylke  manere,  fay  lufe  noghte 

28  for  Goddes  sake ;  and  for  to  lufe  man)  in  Goddc',  es  na  nof  cr 
thynge  bot  for  to  lufe  hym)  for  any  thynge  fat  may  noghte  bo 
lufede  w/t7/-owtteiO  Godde,  als  for  gudues  or  for  rightewysnes,  or 
for  sothefastenes.     If  we  do  gude,  fane  hafe  we  na  frende  bot 

32  gude,  ne  nane  enemy  bot  iH ;  ami  far- fore  faso  fat  er  gude,  saH 
wo  lufe  for-thi  fat  fay  er  gude  ;  and  f e  illo  saH  we  lufe  for-thi  fat 
fay  may  be  gude.  Tn  fis  manere  lufe  f r^u  nathynge  bot  gudnes, 
soiO  fat  fou  lufes  aH  thynges  for  gudnes  ;   and  if  fou  wiH  bo 

3G  lufede,  sclicwc  thi  selfo  lufely.     He  fou  wiH  be  lufely,  rosayfe 
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The  way  to     these   thre  wordes  ■w/t7;-owtten)    forgctynge !     Do   bat   at   man 

show  true 

love.  biddis  pe  or  praies  fe  fat  gude  es ;  take  jjat  at  man)  gyffes  \>g 

and  gruche  noghte  ;  and  pat  at  men  wiH  say  )?e,  suffire  it  mekely, 
and  wretlie  the  noghte.     If  fou  lyfe  thus  lelely,  pan  lyfes  thou  4 

The  way  to     lufely.     Dere  syster  and  frende,  syeu)  efLirwarde  saH  pou  studye 

live  meekly. 

Two  ways  of  ^OT  to  lyffe  mekely ;  and  to  pis  saU  pou  c"\vn)  wit  pat  are  twa 

meekness:  maners  of  mekeiies.     The  tane  cowmes  of  sothefastenes,  and  pe 

[1  leaf  209,  tope/"  co?nmes  of  charite.    ^  By  pe  firste  may  pou  hafe  knaweynge  of  8 

First,  from  thi  selfe,  fPor  thou  may  noghte  in  na  manere  of  pis  werlde  see  pi 

knowing 

ourselves;      selfe  whate  pou  artte  in  sothefastenes,  if  pou  be  noghte  mekyde. 
Second,  from   The  topcT  manere  of  meknes  may  pou  hafe,  if  thou  thynke  of  pe 

tlie  example  i      i      i  n 

of  Christ.        meknes  of  Ihe^^u  Criste,  how  pat  he  mekid  hym  pat  neuer  dj'de  12 
These  three     syn) ;  and  swylke  mekenes  cowmes  clenely  of  charyte.     Now,  my 
live  hon-        dcre  syster  and  ffrende,  wate  pou  whate  it  es  to  lyffe  honoMrabili, 

ourablv,  '  rv  r>    i  -v-^ 

lovingly,  and  lufely,  and  mekely,  and  tat  es  to  lyite  perfitly,    isow  oure  swete 

meekly.  c  i  i    i  (^ 

make  u]>  the  Lorde  Ihesu  Criste  Rvffe  vs  grace,  swa  Godde  for  to  hono?<r,  and  IG 

lierfeet  life.  °*'  °  ' 

cure  euenecristen)  for  to  lufe,  and  oure  selfe  for  to  meke,  pat  we 
may  for  oure  honoz^rynge  be  honourede,  and  for  oure  lufe  bo 
lufede,  and  for  oure  mekenes  be  lyf tede  vp  in-to  pe  heghe  blysse 
of  heuen),  pat  he  boghte  vs  to  Ihesu  with  his  swete  blude  and  his  20 
p?"eciouse  passion) !  Amen) !  expliculu??z  speculu??i  sa?ic^i  Edmuwdi 
C3intvia.nensis  Archiepiscqpt.  Dulce  nomen  do??imi  nos^ri  Ihesu 
Christi  sit  benedictuwz  in  secida  seculovuin  !     Amen) ! 
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THE  ABBEY  OF  THE  HOLY  GHOST. 

\_Thonito)i  MS.,  100/211.1 


III. 

liELiGio  S^iiVcrr  Sr//j/rt/o.     Eeligio  Munda. 

Off  the  abbaye  of  Saynte  Spirite,  that  es  in  a  place  that  es 
callede  conscyence.     A,  dere  brethir  and  systirs,  I  see  bat  Because 

ifiaiiy  are 

4  many  walde  be    in    reliffyoii),  bot  bay  may  no^hte,  owthir  for  himiered 

poue/'te,  or  for  drede  of  thaire  kyn),  or  for  band  of  maryage  ;  and  aiiy  tailing 

for-thi  I  make  here  a  buke  of  fe  religeon  of  pe  lierte,  fat  es,  '^"^^*''  *|;^|j 

of   }?e  abbaye  of   the    Holy  Goste,  that   all   tho  fat   ne   may  "f^'j.V;,!:""'' 

8  noghte   be    bodyly  in  religyon),  fat   fay  may  be   gostely.     A,  }jfa'rt  ""^  ""^ 
IheA'U,  mercy  !  whare  may  f  is  abbay  beste  be  funded,  and  f  is 

religione ?     Kow  certis,  norwhare  so  wele  als  in  a  place  bat  es  Tiie  Abipy 

°  .  ^  '^  of  the  Holy 

called  conscyence :  and  who  so  AviH  be  besy  to  fiinde  bis  holy  «'»"«*  found- 

•J  '  -^  '  ■'     ed  in  a  plat'e 

1 2  religion) ;  and  fat  may  ilke  gud  cristyn)  man)  and  woman  do,  fat  mailed  Con- 
wiit   be   besy  fe?'-abowte.     And  at   fe   begynnynge,  it   es  by- 
houely  fat  f e  place  of  thi  co?iscience  be  clensed  clene  of  syn) ;  to 
f e  wilke  clensynge,  tlio,  Haly  Goste  satt  sende  two  maydyns  fat  Tiie  Maidens 

that  (dcanse 

16  ere  conande,  the  one  es   callede  Kightwysnes,  and  be  tober  es  thfjdaceare 

^        J         '  r        r  Kif^iiteous- 

called  Luffe  of  Clennes.     Thiese  two  saH  cast  fro  be  conscience  "''^^s  and 

'  Purity. 

and  fro  fe  herte,  aH:  maner  of    fylthe  of   foule  thoghtes   and 
desyris.     When)  fe  place  of  fe  conscience  es  wclc  (^denscd,  than 
■  20  saH  fe  grownde  be  mad  lange  and  dope  ;  and  thies  two  maydenes    ,,  9,„ai<ersi 
saH  be  made^ ;   be    one  cs  callede  Mekenes,  bat  saH  make  be   Jieckncss 

'  ^  '^       and  Poverty 

grownde  depe  thorowe  lowlynes  of  hir  selfo ;  the  tof'ir  cs  callede   iTe^arethe 
Poue/'te,  fat  makis  it  large  and  wyde  abownc,  fat  castis  ower  ylko 

24  a  lialfe  fe  erthe  owte,  fat  es  to  say,  alle  erthely  lustes  and  worldcly 
thoghtes  ferrc  fro  f c  licrte,  fat  if  fay  hafe  erthely  gudis  wiXli  luffe 
fay  for-gete  f aym)  for  f c  tym),  and  castis  no  lufo  to  f am)  nor  hase 
noghte,  ne  settis  noghte  for  fat  tyme  faire  liertes  no  thynge 

28  one  bam).     And  thies  ere  callede  pure  in  spyrito,  of  wham)  God   They  mniNO 

'  I  IJ         >  foikimroiu 

spckes  in  f e  Gospclle,  and  sayso  fat  *  thaircs  es  f e  kyngdom)  of  siiirit. 
heueu)'  be  thies  wordes,  Bcati  [Kuq^ves  .s;^>irit//,  ^uonia/u  i_i)»orm\\ 

UEL.    PIECES.  E 
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est  regnum.  celornm.     Elyssed  es  faii)  ]3at  religyon)  fat  es  fnndide 

in  pouerte  and  in  meknes.     This   es  agaynes  many  religyoiis 

The  Abbey      fiat  are  couetous  and  prowde.     This  ahhaye  also  saH  be  sett  on 

is  built  on  a 

good  river,      a  gud  reuer,  and   bat  saH:   be   be  rcuer  of  teres.     1  or  swylke  4 

The  River  of 

Tears.  abbaycs  pat  ere  sett  one  swylke  gude  ryuers,  Jjay  are  wele  at  ese, 

[1  leaf  271,      and  be  more  dylecyous  duellyng  es  per.     ^One  swylke  a  reuer 

back] 

Avas  Mary  Mawdelayne  fowndide,  ifor-thy  grace  and  rechesse 
come  aH:  to  hir  wiii,  and  for-thi  sayde  Dauid  thus,  ffluminis  8 

[2  MS.  loti-     impettis  letificat^  ciuitatem,  ]jat  es  to  saye, '  the  gude  reue?'  mase  fe 
ccte  lykande,'  for  it  es  clone,  sekyr,  and  ryche  of  aH  gude  mar- 
chandyse.     And  so  pe  reuer  of  tcris  clenses  Goddis  cete,  fat  es 
mannes  saide,  fat  es  Goddes  cete.     And  also  fe  holy  man  sayse  12 
of  fylthe  of  synn),  fat  it  brynges  owtc  f e  reches  of  vertus  and  of 

Tiie  walls       alle  gude  thewcs.    And  when  fis  grownde  es  made,  fan  saH  eonio 

are  raised  by 

Obedience      a  dameselle,  Bowsomiies,  on  be  tone  halfe,  and  dameselle  INIisere- 

aiid  -Murey. 

corde  one  fe  tofer  halfe,  for  to  rayse  fe  walles  one  hcghte,  and  16 
to  make  fam  stalworthe,  w/t/t  a  frc  hert  largely  gyfande  to  f e 
pure,  and  to  fain)  fat  myster  hase ;  ffor  when)  we  do  any  gud 
(Deeds  of       werkes  of  charite  thorow  fe  grace  of  Gode,  als  ofte  sythis  als 
stones  of  our  we  fam  do  in  f  e  lufe  and  tlia  louynge  of  God,  and  in  gud  entent,  20 

house  in 

heaven.)         als  many  gud  stonys  we  laye  one  owre  howssj'nge  in  f  e  blysse  of 

heuen),  festenande  to-gedir  wztA  fe  lufe  of  Gode  and  oure  euen) 

[3  jis.  made   crysten).     We  rede  f'/t  Salomon)  made  his-'^  howssynge  of  grete 

precyouse  stones.     Thiese  precyous  stones  are  almos-dedis  and  24 
werkes  of  mercy,  and  holy  werkes  fat  saH  be  bowndeii)  to-gedir 
[4  MS.  of  of]   wiili  ([wyke  lymc  of'*  lufe  and  stedfaste  by-leue  ;  and  for-thi  sayse 
The  Love  of    Dauid,  Omnia  opi-'va  eais  in  Jide,  fat  es  to  saye,  'alle  his  werkes 
right  Faith     be  doue  in  stedfaste  by-leue ' ;   and  als  a  walle  maye  not  laste  28 

are  the 

cement.  wzt/i-owtten)  syment,  or  more,  also  no  werkes  fat  we  wyrke  are 

noghte  worthe  to  God,  nor  spedfuH  tiH:  oure  sawles,  bot  fay  be 
done  in  the  lufe  of  God  and  in  trewe  by-leue ;  ffor  alle  fat  f e  ^ 

Patience  and  synfuH  dose,  aUc  OS  loste.     Sythen)  dameselle   Sufferance  and  32 

strength  "^  ,  ^.  . 

shall  raise       dameseH  Forte  saH  rayse  f  e  pelars,  and  vndirsett  fam)  so  strangly 

the  pillars.  «•  i  i 

fat  no  wynde  of  wordes,  angre  of  stryne,  fleschely  nor  gastely, 
sowre  ne  swete,  caste  fam)  do\vne.  A,  dere  brethir  and  systers, 
3itt  by-houys  fe  cloystyre  be  made  one  foure   corners,  and  it  3G 
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es  callede  '  cloyster '  for  it  closys  and  steskys,  and  warely  saH  be  ^^re  {|J)^^s^^ 
lokkede.     'My  dere  brejjer  and  systyrs,  wylke  of  30W  as  wiH  halde   ^'^^'^^p  ^'■"'^ 
this  gastely  rcligyou),  and  be  in  ryste  of  sawle  and  in  swetnes  of 
4  hert,  haldc  ]?e  ^\'i\.h-in)  fe  cloyster;  and  so  sparre  ]>ou.  j?e  3ates,  and 
so  warely  kepe  pun  )?o  wardes  of  ])i  cloyster,  fat  no  noJ?er  fand- 
yngcz  nor  eiiyHe  styrrynges  hafe  in-gate  in  tlie.  and  make  /h'r  thy 
sylence  ;  ^and  [no]  for  to  [fonde]  the  2,  or  styrre  the  to  synii),  steke     ['  leaf  272] 
8  thyn)  eghne  fro  fowle  syghtes,  thyn)  heres  fro  foule  herynges,  thy 
moiithe  fra  foule  speche,  and    thyn)  herte  fra  foule  thoghtos. 
Scrifte  saH  [make]  thi  chapitir,  Predicacion)  saH  make  thi  fra-   Shrift^s^iwii 
ton);  Oracion)  saH:  make  thi  chapeHe,  Contemplacione  saH  make   j^^^^P^f" 

12  thi  dorto?</-e,  fat  saH  be  raysode  one  heghte  with  heghe  jernynge,   ^e''pj.!|"f^r ; 
and  \\'ith  lul'e  qwykkynynge  to  Gode,  and  pat  saH  be  owte  ofe   chai"i';""^ 
Avorldly  noysc  and  of  worldly  angyrse,and  besynes,  als  fere  furthe   [ion!"the^*" 
als  pan  may  for  pe  tym)  thorow  grace  for  pe  tym)  of  p?-«yere.      °"'"  °^^' 

16  Contemplacion)  es  a  dcuote  rysynge  of  herte,  with  byrnynge  lufe 
to  God  to  do  wele  ;  and  in  his  delitcs,  joyes  his  saule,  and  somdele 
ressayues  of  that  swetnes  fat  Goddis  chosen)  childir  saH  hafe  in 
heuen).    Rewf ulnes  saH  make  the  fermorye,  Deuocion)  saH  make  be   Pity,  the 

•'    '  '        Infirmary; 

20  celere,  Meditacion  saH  make  the  gernere  :  and  when  aH  be  howses  J^«^votion, 

'  a  }  I  tljg  Cellar ; 

bene  made,  fan  be-houes  fe  Holy  Gaste  ordeyne  fe  couent  of  ?,'^'^g^*''^'* 
grace  aiid  of  vcrtu ;  and  fan  saH  f e  Holy  Gaste  fat  f is  religyone  ^"^^^^^ 

The  Holy 

es  of,  bee  warden)  and  visiture,  the  whilke  God  f  e  Fadir  funded   Ghost  shall 

rule  the  coii- 

24  thorow  his  powere,  ffor  bus  saise  DaMidOfffundauit  earn  altissimns,  vent,  and  be 

•^  '  its  Warden 

and  this  es  to  saye,  '  tlie  heghe  Gode  fe  Fadyr  ffundide  this  relc-  and  Visitor. 

gyone.'    The  Son)  thurgli  his  wyscdom)  fan  ordayned  it,  als  Sayne 

Paule  witnes  it.  Que  adeo^  ordlnata  sunt,  fat  es  at  saye, '  aHe  fat  es     p  ?  ab  to] 

28  of  God,  the  Sone  it  rewlis  a7id  ordayncs.'  The  Holy  Goste  3cmys 
it  and  vesettes  it,  and  fat  saye  [we]  in  holy  kyrko  when)  we  saye 
fis,  Vent  Creator  ^S^^irituA-,  w<t/i  Qui  XMxaclitus  diceris,  fat  es  for 
to  saye,  *  come  f  ou  God  f  e  Haly  Gaste ;  and  thyne  f  ou  vesete,  and 

32  fulfiH  bam)  with  grace  ! '    And  than  the  gude  lady  Charite,  als  scho   cimritysiviii 

'  °  '^  "^  lie  the  Lady 

fat  es  most  worthy  by-fore  alle  ofer,  saH  be  abbas  of  this  soly   Abbess, 
abbaye.     And  also  als  fay  fat  arc  in  relogyone  saH  do  no  thyngo, 

2  There  is  some  confusion  in  this  sentence  from  tlic  omission  of  one  or 
more  words.     Is  it,  'And  in  order  not  to  tempt  thee,  or  &c.'  ? 
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Nothins 
must  be 
done  in  the 
Abbey  with- 
out the  leave 
of  Charity. 


How  few 
now  obey 
Her! 

[1  leaf  272, 
back] 


Wisdom 
shall  be  the 
Prioress. 


Meekness, 
the  Sub- 
Prioress. 


Blessed  are 
they  who 
keep  the 
bests  of 
Charity, 
Wisdom,  ar.d 
Meekness. 


ne  saye  tliynge,  ne  gange  in-to  no  stede,  ne  take  no  gyfte,  wit/i- 
owtteii)  leue  of  J»e  abbasse.     Also  gastely  sali  none  of  swylke 
thyngys  be  done  w/t/i-owtteiD  leue  of  charite,  ffor  thus  co???mandes 
Sayno  Paule,  Omnia  festra  in  caritate  fiani ,  fiat  cs  wliat  so  36  do  4 
or  saj'e  or  thynke  w/t/i  lierte,  alle  ^e  nion  do  in  cliaiite.     A,  dere 
brefer  and  systirs,  whate  here  es  harde  comandemo?;t !  bot  it  cs 
noghte  fuH  ili  to  oure  sawles  fat  oure  thoghtes  and  oure  wordes 
and  oure  werkes  be  onely  done  for  lufe.     "Wayleawaye !    if  I  8 
durste  saye  !  for  many  are  in  religione,  bot  to  fewe  relegious  ))at 
pay  no  done  pe  coniandment  of  saynte  Paule,  or  jje  conceile  of  J)e 
^gnd  lady  Charite  jjat  es  abbesse  of  this  cely  relegyon).     And  for- 
thi  ])ay  lose  mekiH  tyin),  and  losses  Jiaire  mode,  and  ekes  thairc  12 
payne  gretly,  bot  if  fay  amende  fam.     Whare-fore,  leue  brejx.^/- 
and  systirs,  bese  euc;*  more  wakirc  and  warre ;  and  in  aH  ^ouro 
werkes  thynke  depely,  fat  whate  so  3ee  doo,  be  it  done  in  fe  lufe 
of  Gode,  and  for  fe  lufe  of  fe  lady  Wysdome  fat  sail  be  p>7'oresse,  16 
for  scho  es  worthi,  nam  ^mor  onmixxm  cxeat\tii-\ar\iini\  est  sajn- 
encia,  fat  es,  '  alf cr-firste  es  Wysedome  made,'  and  thurgh  f e  lare 
and  f e  concele  of  f is  p?•^oresse  saH  we  do  alle  fat  we  do  ;  and  this 
sayse  Dauid,  Omnia  in  sapiencia  fecisti,  fat  es  at  saye,  'alle  fat  20 
fou  base  made,  fou  base  made  wj'-sely.'     The  gud  lady  Meknes 
fat  aye  elyke  makis  hir  selfe  lowly  and  vndir  alle  of^r,  saH  be 
supprjoresse  :  liir  saH  3e  hououre  and  wirchipe  with  buoxomnes. 
A  Ihe.^u !  blyssede  fat  abbaye,  and  cely  es  fat  religione,  fat  hase  24 
so  haly  ane  abbas  as  Charyte,  a  pr/oresse  as  "Wysedome,  a  sup- 
prioresse  as  Mekenes  !     A,  dere  brefe?-  and  systirs,  blyssede  and 
cely  are  fay,  fat  es  to  saye,  those  sanies  are  cely,  fat  haldis  f e 
comandme7tt  of  fe  abbas  lady  Charite,  and  fe  teehynge  of  fe  28 
priores  lady  "Wysdome,  and  the  concele  of  fe  supp)7orese  lady 
Mekenes ;  ffor  who-so  cs  bouxome  to  thir  tlire  ladyse,  and  f  aire 
lyffe  rewlis  aftir  fairc  teehynge,  the  ffadir,  the  Sone,  the  Holy 
Goste,  fam  saH  comfurthe  w/t/i  many  gostely  joyes,  and  fam  32 
helpe  and  socoure  in  alle  fandi??ges,  in  angirs,  fat  fay  ne  be 
noghte  ouercomei;i) ;  fam  thare  drede  no  wrenkis  ne  no  wylis  of 
the  fende ;  for  why,  God  es  vfith  fam),  and  standis  aye  by  fam)  als 
a  trewe  kepere  and  a  strange,     and  for-fi  says  Dauid  thus,  36 
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Dom'vms  inotedor  vite  mee,  a  quo  trepldaho  ?   als  if  he  sayd 
'  God  es  my  cliampyone  stalewortlie  and  trewc,  fot  for  me,  fat 
OS  so  wayke  and  so  vnmyglitfuH:,  agayucs  myii)  encmyse  liase 
4  vudir-tanefortofy"hte  :  wluune  tliarc  nie^baiDdredc'?  nowtrcwly  ['  MS.  thare 

''  '^  ^  MM  thiire  me] 

riglito  none  ! '  "We  rede  in  a  Luke  of  ])anycle  fat  a  niyghtfuH 
Avas  fat  men)  callcde  N'abogodlionosore,  f«t  sett  in  IJome  tlire 
men)  fat  soldo  do  and  ordayue  and  stabyH..  als  baylyes,  alle  f e 
8  rewme,  so  fat  f e  kynge  herde  no  noyse,  ne  no  playnte,  bot  ^ai  he 
myghtc  be  in  pese,  and  in  joye,  and  in  ryste  in  his  rewme.  And 
rights  so  f e  rewme  of  f e  sawle  fat  thiese  thre  baylyes  are  in\  and 
f e  religione  fat  thies  thre  prelates  are  in),  fat  es,  Charite,  Wyse- 
12  dome  and  Mekenes,  thare  es  pese,  ryste,  and  lykynge  in  saule, 

and  comforthe  in  Ivfe.     Damesele  Discrecyone,  fat  es  witty  and  Discretion 

•^  J         ^  f^  •>  shall  be  the 

be  fuU  ware,  saH  be  tresorere  ;  scho  saH  hafe  in  hir  kepynge  alle,   abbey's 

'  '  -  rj     D  J    Treasurer. 

and  -^ernely  lake  fat  alt  go  Avele.     Orysone  salle  be  chaunterese,     [2  leaf  273] 

16  fat  vfiih  hcrtly  p;Y7yers  saH  trauele  daye  and  nyghte.  and  whate   chauntress. 
Orysone   es,  fe   holy  man)    sayse,   Oracio  est  Deo   sacrijiclam, 
anr/clis  solacium,  dlaholo  tormentam,  fat  es  to  saye,  '  Orysone  es 
a  lonely  sacrafice  to  God,  solase  and  lykynge  to  angeHs,  and 

20  turment  to  f e  fende.'  It  witnes  in  iha  lyfe  of  Saynte  Barthil- 
mewe  f «t  it  es  turment  to  f  e  fende,  for  f e  fende  cryede  to  hym 
and  sayde,  Bartlwlomee  ince\ii\dui\t  me  oraciunes  hie,  fat  es  to 
saye, '  Bartilmew,  thi  prayers  byrnys  me.'    And  fat  es  lykynge  to 

24  angels,  Saynte  Bartilmew  w-ytnes  it,  and  sayse,  '  when)  we  praye 
y^iih  deuocyone  of  hert,  the  angels  standis  by-fore  daunsesande 
and  prayeande,  and  bcris  oure  prayers  vp,  and  a  present  of  fain) 
to   fe   ffadir  of  heucn).'     ))o  wliilkc  p;v/yers   oure   Lorde   com- 

28  mandes  to  Avryte  in  f e  buke  of  lyfo,  fat  es  sacrafyce  to  God  :  this 
are  of  fam)  fat  hym  moste  paycs,  and  for-thi  he  askes  vs  it  }per 
he  sayse  thus,  Sacrijicinm  laitdix  honorijicahis  me,  fat  es  to  saye, 
*  26   salle   wYrchine   with   sacrifice   of   louynge.'     lubilacio  hir  Jubilation, 

7  ''  '■  "     ^  tlie  htli'cr 

32  felowe  saH  heh'/e  :  and,  Avhat  lubilacion)  es,  a  seynt  it  telles,  and   oftiio 
sayse  fat  ' jubylacion)  es  a  grete  joyo  fat  es  co?/sayuiHlo  in  tt'ris, 
thorow  byrnnande  luffo  of  spirilc,'  fat  may  iioglile  bo  in   aH 
schewcde,  no  in  alle  hyde,  als  it  fallis  somtyme  of  tho  f(ft  God 

30  hertly  lufes,  fere  cikr  fat  fay  hafe  btnio  in  pr^yero  and  in  ory- 
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sone,  pay  are  so  Ij'gbte  and  so  Ij'kande  in  God,  Jiat  whare  so 
f'ly  gO)  p(^}'  hertes  synges  inurnynge  songes  of  lufe-longynge  to 
Jjaiie  lefe,  |)at  ))ay  ^erne  with  armys  of  lufe  semlyly  to  falde,  and 
with  gastely  moMrny[n]ge  of  his  gudues  swetly  to  kysse,  and  jit  4 
vmwhile  so  depely,  pat  wordis  jjam  wanttis,  for  luf-longynge  so 
ferforthe  rauesches  thorow  liertis,  fat  somtynO  ])ay  ne  Avote 
Devotion,       noghte  whate   fay  do.     Deuocione    es   celeresse,  bat  kepis    be 

the  Cel- 

laress.  wy/mes,  bothe  Jje  white  and  fe  rede,  with  depe  vmbythynkynge  8 

of  fie  gudnes  of  God,  and  of  fe  paynnes  and  of  fe  anguyse  pat 
he  tholede,  and  of  the  joyes  and  fe  delytes  of  paradyse  fat  he 

Penance,  the   hase  ordayned  to  his  chosen).     Penance  sali  he  kychynnere,  fat 

with  grete  hesynes  trayueHs  dayc  and  nyghte  for  to  plese  aHe,  12 
and  ofte  swetis  with  bitte/-  teris  for  angyre  of  hir  synnes.     Scho 
makes  gud  metis,  fat  es  many  bitto*  sorowes  alle  for  liir  gyltez, 

[1  leaf  273,      and  ^  theys  metis  fedis  fe  saule,  hot  scho  sparis  hir  selfe  thorow 

back] 

abstynence,  and  etys  hot  littiH,  ffor  do  scho  neue?-  so  mekiH  ne  so  16 
moiiy  folde  of  gud  Averkes,  ay  sernys  sclio  hir  selfe  vn worthy  and 
Temperance,   synf uH.     Atemperance  seruede  in  the  fratozw,  fat  scho  to  ylkone 

the  Waiter. 

SO  hikes  fat  mesure  be  oue?"  alle,  fat  none  ouer  niekiH:  nere  ouer 
Soberness,      lytt-iH  ete  ne  drynke.     Sobirnes  rcdis  at  the  borde  the  lyucs  of  20 

tlie  Header.         ,      ,     ,      r  ^    t 

the  haly  fladirs,  and  sy??ges  and  reherces  Avhate  lyfe  fat  fay  lede  for 
to  take  gud  ensampiHe  to  do  als  fay  dyd,  and  f ere-thorowe  slyke 
Pity,  the        mede  to  Avyn)  als  fay  now  hafe.    Pete  es  spensere,  fat  dose  seruesse 
Mercy,  the      to  gud  aH  fat  sclio  maye.     And  Mercy  hir  syste?*  salt  be  amby-  24 

Almoner. 

nowre,  fat  gyffes  to  aHe,  and  noghte  kane  kepe  to  hir  selfe.     The 
Dread,  the      lady  Drede  es  portere,  fat  kepis  besyly  f e  cloyste?-  of  f e  herte 

Porteress.  ,  i       n       • 

a7id  of  f 6  co?JScience,  fat  chases  owte  alle  vnthewes,  and  calles  in 

alle  gud  vertus,  and  so  speres  fe  jatis  of  fe  cloyster  and  f e  wyn-  28 

dows,  fat  none  evylie  hafe  none  ingate  to  fe  herte,  thorowe  fe 

jatis  of  fe  mouthe,  ne  thorowe  fe  wyndows  of  fe  eghne,  nere  of 

Honestj',  the   f 6  eris.    Honeste  es  maj^stresse  of  f e  nouyce,  and  teches  fain  alle 

thfcjfovices.    curtasye,  how  fay  saii  speke  and  gauge,  and  sytt  and  stande,  and  32 

how  fay  sail  here  f am)  AV^'t7^-owtten)  and  wz't/^iu) ;  liowe  to  God, 

how  to  man),  so  fat  alle  fat  f am)  sese,  of  fam  may  take  ensampitt" 

Cnurtesy,       of  alle  guducs,  and  alle  gud  thewes.     Dameselle  Curtasye  saH 

the  receiver 

oftiieguests,   be  liostelerc ;  a7id  fat  fay  comande  and  byddes,  fat  scho  sail  fam  36 
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lesafe  lienJely,  so  j^at  ylke  one  may  spekc  of  hir ;  and  for-thi  put 
i.o\Y\)er  saH;  be  by  faui)  one  emaiige  the  g(?stes, — ffor  it  myglite 
fille  {jat  damesele  Curtasyc  soldo  be  oure  balde  a  oner  hardy, — 
4  for-thi  saH  sclio  hafe  a  felawe  damesele  Symplese;  for  bay  two  witusim- 

lilicity  to 

al/ede  to-gcdir  thorovvc  felawchipe  are  sekyre  aud  semande,  for  aid  her. 
]>e  tone  witA-owtten)  J)o  to\)er  vni  while  es  littiH  worthc  ;  ffor  oue?* 
giete  symplesse  may  make  of  jje  symple  a  sott,  or  oner  nyee,  and 
8  o\ei'  grete  curtasye  may  be  somewhile  ojjcr  to  lyghte  chere  or  to 
gxide,  or  ouer  balde  for  to  paye  fe  gestes ;  hot  fayre  and  wele, 
aid  \v^■t/^owtten)  fandynge  of  blame,  may  ))ay  do  faire  offece 
b)the  to-"cdir.     Daniesfle  Rosone  saH  be  p?<ruerere,'  ffor  scho   Reason  the 

'^  ^  Purveyor. 

12  siH  ordayne  with-iii  and  -w/t/^owttyii)  so  skilfully,  fiat  pere  ne   [isoinMS.] 
be   no    defaute.     Damesele  Lewte  saH  be  fermoresse,  b«t  saH   Loyalty 

sliall  attend 

trmielle  abowte  aud  bosely  se/-ue  pe  seke.   and  for-|)i  sen  put  in  ))e   j-'^^^'^e 
fermory  of  this  rcligyon)  are  moo  seke  pan)  hole,  mo  febyH  Jjan)   ^fj^^jj^?^^^ 
16  wighte,  and  es  oner  grete  trauelle  to  serue  jjam  alle  hyr  one,     ^  leaf  274] 
2ffor-thi  saH  scho  hafe  a  felawe,  damesele  Largesse,  put  saH  see   i.argessshaii 

heliJ  her. 

fuH  Avele  to  ylkone  aiter  ])at  pam  nedis.     Damesele  Conande 

and  Wysse,  bat  es  callede  Meditacyone,  or  Poleschesy,  es  garuero  :   Meditation 

■•  shall  be 

20  scho  saH  gedyre  and  sembyH  gvide  whete  and  oper  gud  cornnes  the  store- 

to-gedir,  and  pat  fully,  with  grete  plente,  thorow  tho  whilke  alle 

be  "ud  ladvse  of  be  howse  may  hafe  baire  sustenance.     Medita-   (She  is  in 
r     o  J  r  J  r  ^     tlum-litof 

cion)  es  in  gud  thoghtes  of  God,  and  of  his  werkes,  and  of  his   God  and  His 

°  '^  worlvs.) 

24  wordes,  and  of  his  croaturs,  and  of  his  pay»nens^  )jrd  he  tholede,    (s  soinMS. 

for  jMi/ncs] 

and  of  his  grete  lufe  pat  he  liad  and  base  to  J)am)  ^or  whaym)  he 
tholede.  Tliis  gai'nere  had  pe  gud  kyng  Dauid :  ilovfhi  was  ho 
ay  riche  and  in  plente,  and  for-thi  lie  sayse  in  pa  psaliyre,  la 

28  omnilms  oj^Gvibns  tids  meditahar  die  ac  node,  pat  es  to  saye, 
'  Lorde,  in  thi  lawo  I  thynko  nyghte  and  daye.'  This  es  I)e-gyn- 
nyiige  of  aH  pc/'feccioii).  Than  when)  man)  settis  and  stabyHs 
his  herte  in  depe  thynkyngo  on  God  and.  on  his  wcrkcs,  ffor  ofto 

32  es  betto'  a  gud  thoughto  in  haly  meditacyou)  pan  many  wordes 
sayd  in  p?-rtycre,  ffor  pa  holy  thoghtes  in  meditacion)  crycs  in 
Goddes  oris,  ofto  it  falles  tlatt  fho  herte  cs  so  ourv-tane  and  so 
raueschede  in  holy  meditacyou)  t/iat  it  woto  noghte  Avhat  it  dose, 

36  hei'is,  nor  sayse  or  scys  so  depely  es  tJ/c  herti'.  fe.stcnode  in  God 
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How  in 
Meditation 
men  cry  to 
God. 


Meditation 
is  the 
Abbey's 
Granary,  • 
wliere  the 
red  and 
wliite  bread, 
Christ,  is 
kept. 

[1  leaf  274, 
back] 


Devotion  is 
tlie  Abbey's 
Cellarer. 
Pity,  the 
Pittancer. 

[3  MS.  fru- 
nenti] 


The  wheat, 
wine,  and  oil 
oftheAbbey. 


and  in  his  werkes,  iJiat  wordis  hy»i  wanttis;  and  the  stillere  tha*j 
he  es  in  slyke  nieditacion),  the  kiddere  he  cryes  in  Goddis  eris,  and 
pei'-iore  sayd  Dauid  thus,  Quoniam  taciii  dam  clamarem  tota  du, 
as  if  he  sayd,  '  Lorde  !  lo  liere  the  wiiiHs  myn)  herte  was  in  depe  4 
thoughtes,  in  the  and  of  thi  werkes,  it  cryed  one  the  in  hoy 
medytacyons,  and  was  styHe  as  beynge  domme.'     And  fer  sayse 
J)e  glose,  the  grete  cryes  fat  we  crye  to  God  fan,  are  oure  gre.e 
desyres   and   oure    grete    ^ernynges.     And    this   sayse   Sayn'.e  8 
Denyse,  fat  sayse,  '  "When  f e  lierte  es  lyfte  and  raueschede  to  Je 
Life  of  God  wiili  gelouse  3ernynges,  he  ne  may  sownde  w^tft 
worde  fat  fe  herte  thynkis.'     This  holy  Meditacione  fat  es  JB 
gernare  fat  kepis  3erely  fe   wlieto  fat  es  rede  w^t//-owtc  and  12 
white  w/tA-iu),  fat  liase  f e  syde  chjueu),  of  f e  wliilkc  men  mase 
gud  bredc,  fat  es  called  Ihe.su  Criste,  fat  Wit/<-owtteii)  was  rede 
of  hisn)  awen)  hlode,  and  wliitte  w^t/i-in)  thorow  his  awen)  mekenes 
and  clennes  of  lyfe,  and  hade  ^his  syde  clouen)  \fith  a  spere.  16 
Tliis  es  fe  brede  fat  we  ressayue  and  etis  in  fe  sacrament  of  fe 
altyr.     And  wele  fou  weite  fat  the  gerner  saH:  be  a-bown)  fe 
selare,  also  saH   be  meditacion)  be-fore   deuocion) ;    and  for-thi 
Meditacion)  saH  be  gernare,  Deuocion)  celerrere,  and  Pete  pene-  20 
tancere^.     Of   thiese  thre   sayse  fe   p;Y>fete  Dauide,  A  ffrndu 
fnaneiiti^  vini  et  olei  sui  mnllipUcati  sunt,  fat  es  at  saye,  '  of  the 
frayte  of  f e  whete  and  wyne  and  oyle,  fay  ere  fulfillede.'     In  f e 
aide  lawe  in  many  stedis  Gode  takis  to  his  chosen)  thiese  thre.  24 
*  Serue  me,  he  sayse,  wele,  and  I  saH  gyffe  3owe  plente  of  whete 
and  wyne  and  oyle.'    Plente  of  whete,  es  hertly  to  thynke  one  f  e 
croyce,  and  euer  haffe  f e  passyon)  of  Ihesu  Crist  hertly  in  mynde  : 
This  es  Meditacion).     Plente  of  wyne,  fat  es  fe  weHe  of  teres,  28 
wele  for  to  Avei^e  :  this  es  Deuocion).    Plente  of  oyle^  fat  es  for  to 
hafe  delyte  and  sauoyre  in  God ;  and  this  es  comforthe ;  for  f  e 
oyle  gyffes  odoure  to  metis,  and  lyghtes  in  f e  kyrke,  and  byrnys 
in  the  lanipe.     Also  when)  Goddis  seruandes  base  depely  thoghte  32 
with  schire  herte  on  Gode,  and  on  his  werkes,  with  lufe-longynge 
to  f am),  fan)  base  God  pete  of  f am),  and  sendis  f am  petance  of 


-  So  in  MS.;  but  '{ pittancere,  i.  e.  the  officer  who  served  out  the  rations. 
The  Prioress  had  charge  of  the  discipline. 
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conifortlie  and  of  ffaslelv  ioye  :  and  this  "vfros  hyni  at  be  be-gyn-   ood  pivps  us 
iiyn^e  mcditacioii),  and  bis  es  be  whete  bat  God  hy'dittes  vs,  and   MeJit!itioii, 
deuocyone  \)(d  men  consayues  in  medytacyon).     Than  sendis  God  ^^J^^^'qjj 

4  snne  after  J;o  wyne,  fat  cs  i^lentc  of  teris,  and  after,  J)e  wyne  ^^tSi"'''*' 
of  swete  teris  ;  tlian  sendys  he  fc  oyle  of  consolacion),  that  gyffes 
\>i\u\)  simonr,  and  lyghtnes  his  Icnaweliggynge,  and  schewes  to 
Jjani  of  his  heuenly  pr/uatyse,  ]?at  es  hide  fro  pain)  jjat  folowes 

8  fleschely  desyris,  and  gyffes  fiani)  selfe  aHe  to  ))e  "wysedome  of  ])e 
worlde  and  his  fantasyse,  and  so  cnllawnies  fiani  Av/t/i  pe  blysse  of 
Ids  lufe  f>at  pay  taste  somcdelle  and  fele  how  swete  he  es,  how 
gud  he  es,  how  luffande  he  es ;  hot  noghtc  aHe  fully.  I  wote 
.2  wele  pat  none  may  fele  it  fully  hot  if  his  lierte  solde  bryste  for 
lykynge  of  joye.     Sayne  Austyne  tolles  of  a  presto  pat,  when)  he   Saint 

Austin's 

liorde  any  tliynge  of  God  pat  lykynge  ware  in),  lie  Avoid  be  so   story  of  a 

priBSLa 
raueschede  in  joye  pat  he  walde  fall  downe  and  lyggc  als  he  ware 

16  dede.     And  also  in  p«t  tyme  if  men  layde  bymande  fyre  to  his 

flesche  nakide,  he  felid  ^it  no  more  pan  dose  a  dede  corse.    Sayne     [i  leaf  275] 

Eernarde  spekes  of  pe  Avordis  of  lob,  per  he  sayse,  Abscondif   Saint  Ber- 
nard on  tlie 
lucem  in  maiiibns,  pat  es  as  at  say,  '  God  base  lyghte  hyde  in  his   light  of  God. 

20  handis.'  }3ou  Avote  wele  he  pat  base  a  candiH  lyghte  by-twcne 
his  handis,  he  may  hyde  it  and  scheAve  it  at  his  owenn)  Aviif. 
So  dose  oure  Lorde  to  his  chosen).  When)  he  AviH,  he  opynis 
his  handes,  and  lyghtenes  pam  -with  heuenly  gladnes ;  and  when) 

24  he  AviH,  he  closis  his  handis,  and  AvithdraAvcs  pe  lykynge  and  pe 
comforthe  fro  pam).  He  AviHe  noghte  pr<t  pay  fele  it  fully  aye, 
bot  here  he  gyffes  pani)  as  for  to  taste  and  SMionr  somedele  hoAV 
swete  he  es,  hoAV  gud  he  cs,  als  Dauid  sayse,  Gudate  et  vldete  qwam  Taste  and  see 

i-itii     "iww  sweet 

28  suauis  est  Dominus,  als  if  God  sayd  to  vs,  '  be  pis  comforthe  and   the  Lord  is. 
this  lykynge  pat  pou  pis  schorte  tyni)  base  of  me,  pou  may  taste 
and  fele  how  SAvete,  how  gude  I  ame  to  my  chosyn)  in  my  blysse 
in  pe  werlde  Avtt/t-owtten)  ende ' ;  and  pus  he  dose  for  to  draAve  a"s 

32  fro  werldly  besynes,  and  pe  lykynge  pc/--of,  and  for  to  enflaAvmo 
oui(!  licrtes  Av/t/i  lufe-jernyiiges,  ll'or  to  Avyii)  and  to  liafo  po 
lykynge  of  prtt  joye,  aHe  at  p(!  fuH  in  body  anel  saulc,  wiih  \\ym 
for  to  bo  ouer  more  Av/t//-o\vtloii)  cndo.     A  damcscllo  Avyse  and   Khaii  bo 

3G  veil'  taglile,  pc/t  meiD  callos  Gelosye,  pat  es  ay  Avakyrc  and  ln'sy    kiejier. 
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Cloi^ks  for 
workers  and 
merchants. 


Before  the 
clock  strikes, 
God's  serv- 
ants weep 
and  pray. 

p  leaf  275,  • 
back] 


Blessed  are 
they. 


Four  Evil 
Damsels 
introduced 
into  the 
Abbey — 
Envy,  Pride, 
Grumbling, 
Evil-thiuk- 
ing. 


encrylykc  wele  for  to  do,  saH:  kepe  fe  orloge,  and  saH  waklij-ii)  ]je 
ojje/-  ladyse,  and  make  ))am)  arely  to  ryse  and  go  J»e  ■\vylljlyere  to 
|)aire  seriiysse.     \)er  es  orloges  in  towne  \iat  wakyns  men)  to  ryse 
to  bodily  tranayle,  and  ])at  es  Jie  seke ;  and  fer  es  orloges  in  Jje  4 
cete  J)at  wakynnes  po  marchanntes  to  wende  a-bowte  faire  mar- 
cliandyce  Jjat  es  pe  wynde  fat  blawes  daye.     And  \>er  es  orloges 
in  relegione  of  contemplacioii).     And  tliis  es  of  this  holy  rele- 
gyone  pat  es  fundede  of  pe  Haly  Gaste,  and  pis  es  Jelosy,  and  8 
this  es  sauoyre  of  pcrfeccion).     And  ofte  it  falles  in  relegion), 
be-fore  pat  pe  orloge  falles  or  any  belles  rynges,  Goddes  gostely 
seruandes  are  lange  wakonedo  be-fore,  and  base  wepede  by-fore 
God,  and  base  waschen)  Jiani)  -w/ih  ])aire  teris,  and  fairc  spyrit  12 
base  ^vesete  with  denote  prayers  and  gastely  comfortlie.     And 
"vvhy  rose  fay  so  arely  and  so  tymly  1    Witterly,  for  fe  orloge  of 
lufe  and  damesele  lelosye  had  wakened  Jam)  be-foro  pe  tyme 
pat  pe  handmayde  orloge  fcHe.     A,  dere  hvether  and  syster,  sely  IG 
ar  tho  sawles  fat  pe  lufe  of  God  and  longyng  tiH  hhn  wakyns, 
and  slomers  noghte  no  slepis  noghtc  in  pe  slowtbe  of  fleschly 
lustes !  llbr-thi  he  sayso  in  Canticis,  Ucce  dormio  et  cor  meum. 
vigelaf,  fab  es  at  saye, '  when  I  slepe  bodily,  my  flosche  for  to  ese  20 
and  ryste,  my  herte  es  ay  wakyre  in  gelosy  and  in  lufe  3ernynge 
to  Gode.'     That  saulc  fat  f us  wakes  to  God,  me  thynke  hole 
couscyence  fat  werldly  men)  thynke,  and  fat  es  this,  leo  ay  le 
quer  a  leche  rauayle  par  amours,  pat  es  at  saye,  *Myn)  herte  es  24 
styrte  fro  me,  wakened  with  lufe,'     Whate  es  this  fat  mase  fe 
herte  fro  fe  flesche  to  wake,  and  for  fat  cs  it  as  it  were  fremde 
to  hym  1   Wittirly ,  jeloussyc  with  lufe,  teres,  and  wnirrijrige,  with 
lufe-longynge  co?«sayucde  in  denote  vprysynge  of  herte.     When  28 
this  abbaye  Avas  alle  wele  ordayncde,  and  Goddes  witt  seruede  in 
ryste,  and  in  lykynge,  and  in  pese  of  saule,  than  come  a  tyrante 
of  fe  lande  thorowe  his  iiowere,  and  did  in  this  holy  abbaye 
ffoure  doghtyrs  fat  he  hade,  fat  were  lothely  and  of  euyH  maners,  32 
fat  fe  fende  was  fadir  of  thiese  doghtirs.     Jje  firste  fe?'-of,  fis 
foule  barne-tyme  highte   Envye ;  the  tof  e?"  highte  Pride ;  the 
thirde  highte  Gruchyne ;  the  ferthe  highte  ffalse  Demynge  of 
of er.     Thiese  foure  doghetirs  fan  base  f e  tyraunt,  f e  deueH  of  36 
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helle,  for  euyH  wiH  and  malese..  done  in  this  holy  abbaye,  and 

bay  \v^t/i    bairo   foule  vnclennes   be  couent  hase  ^euede  and   The  mischief 
r  J  r  r  &  the  evil 

harmede,  so  ))at  fay  no  riste  ne  no  pete'  may  hafe,  nyghte  nor   Damsels  did. 

4  daye,  nor  lykyiigc  in  saule ;  and  wlien  tlto.  gud  lady  Charite  saw  read  'i.ece.'] 
this  pat  was  abbas,  and  the  lady  Wysdorae  J)at  was  prioresse, 
and  tha  lady  IMekenes  siipprwresse,  and  Jje  tojjcr  gude  ladyse  of 
this  holy  abbaye,  that  the  holy  abbaye  was  in  poynte  for  to 

8  worthe  to  noghte  thorowe  |je  wykkydnes  ^of  thir  foure,  than     [2  leaf  276] 
range  the  chapeto»7'  belle,  and  gedirde  fam   aH  to-gedyr,  and 
asked  concele  whate  was  beste  to  do  ;  and   than  lady  Dyscre-  The  counsel 

'  "^        -^  of  Lady  Dis- 

cyon)  fam)  concelde  Jtat  fay  solde  alle  falle  in   prayers  to   fe   cretion:sciid 
1 2  Holy  Goste,  fat  of  this  abbay  es  vesetoztr,  fat  he  haste  hy??i  for  Ghost, 
to  come,  as  fay  grete  myster  hade,  thare  for  to  help  and  vesete 
wUh  his  grace.     And  fay  aH  at  hire  consaile  w^'t7^  grete  deuo- 
cyon)  of  herte  vn-to  hym  songe  alle  w/t7i  a  swete  steuen),  Veni 
16  Creator  ^piritus !     And  also  sone  be  Holy  Goste  come  at  baire  The  visitor 

.  of  the  Abbey 

desyrynge,  and   fam  comforthede  w/t7i  his  grace,  and  chasede   expels 

tlie  evil 

owte  f  e  fowle  wyghtes,  f  ose  lothely  fendis  doghetirs,  and  clenesede  Damsels, 
f  e  abbaye  of  aH  f e  fylthe,  and  ordayned  it  and  restorede  bette?* 

20  fan)  it  was  by-fore.     Xow  I  p?T<y  30W  aH  in  charite  of  God,  fat  ipmyyou 

aH  ba  bat  of  this  relegion)  redis  or  heris.  fat  fay  be  bouxome  cimrity, 

'^      ■•  _  °  ■  r        r   J  Wisdom  and 

w/t//.  aH  faire  m5'-ghte,   and  suffire  fat  fe  gud   ladys  be-fore   Meekness 
nainede  do  faire  offece  ilke  daye  gastely  w/t/i-in  faire  hertes.   j"'^""' 

24  And  luke  ylkoue  wysely  fat  he  ne  do  no  trispase  agayne  fe 
rewle  ne  fc  obedyence  of  f is  relegion),  and  of  faso  lufe  frayners, 
and  if  thorow  vnhapc  faHc  fat  any  of  thiese  foure  fendis 
doghetirs  seke  one  any  wyse  any  iiigate   for  to  hafe,  w/t/i-in 

28  3oure  hertis  for  to  dueHe,  or  ingate  hase  wonne  and  with  30W 
duellis,  do  so,  after  f e  conceHe  of  fe  lady  Discrescion),  and  gyiro 
30W  to  deuocion)  w^t/i  hertly  prayers,  in  hope  of  Goddes  hclpo 
and  of  his  socoure,  and  je  saH  be  delyuerde  thurgli  be  mercy  of  that  ye  may 

'  '  ''  '^      '  •'  be  free  thro' 

32  oure  Lord  Hi^*^u  Cristc  there.     Blyssede  mot  he  be  wztA-owtten)  t'lo  mercy  of 
ende  !     Amen) ! 

Explicit  Eelegio  Srt«c/i  Spt/v7ws.     Ameu). 
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IIELIGIOUS   POEM 


WILLIAM    OF    Is^ASSINGTOK 


IV. 


[leaf  189]  Incipit  tractatus  WilleZmi  Nassyngton,  quonda?/i  aduocati  cum 

'Ehoraci,  de  Trinitate  et  Vnitate,  cu?/i  declarac/ojze  operum  Dei,  et 
de  passione  Domiui  nostri  Ihe^'u  Christi,  &c. 


Thanks- 
Riving  to  the 
adorable 
Trinity. 


Tlie  nature 
of  God. 


Eternal, 


almighty, 
alwise, 

[leaf  189, 
back] 


ALorde  God  of  myglit^\>"  maste, 
,  Fadere,  and  Soii),  and  Ilaly  Gasto  I 
fEader,  for  iliow  erte  almyglitty ; 
Son),  for  thow  ert  aH-wytty ; 
Haly  Gaste,  for  thow  att  wylt, 
That  gude  is,  and  na  thynge  ytt. 
A  Gode  and  ane  Lorde  yn  threhede, 
Ande  thre  persons  yn  anehede. 
Thus  was  thow  aye  and  euere  saH:  be, 
Thre  yn  ane,  ande  ano  yn  thre. 
And  begynnynge  ande  end  of  aH;  thatt  is, 
Ande  |)«t  euere  was  bathe  mare  and  lesse. 
Begynnynge,  w<t/<-outen)  begynnynge, 
Ande  ende,  w«t7<-outen)  endyngc. 
Thatt  be-for  any  thynge  wer  wroghtf, 
Or  any  begynnynge  was,  or  oghtt' ; 
Ande  befor  aH  tymes  Gode  Avas  thow, 
And  allmyghtty  and  wysse,  as  fou  ert  now. 
Thy  myght  and  thy  witt  of  thy  selfe  Avhas  tane, 
For  neue;-  God  was  bo[t]  ihuu  ane. 


12 


16 


20 
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And  alis  ]io\x  was  Gode  ay  suthefastc, 

Swa  saH  thi  Godliede  cner  mare  laste. 

And  alls  Jjou  began  aW  jjrtt  euer  was, 

Swa  saH  Jjou  ende  aH  pat  saH  passe. 

Loucde  and  blyssedc  ay  mote  J)ou  Le, 

And  Av/t/i  aH:  my  lierte  I  tlianke  the, 

Of  aH  J)at  pen  has  done  and  wroghte, 

fira  fe  firste  tyme  ])at  jjou  began  oglite, 

ffor  me  and  for  aH  man-kynde  ; 

Whare-fore  vs  aghte  ay  haue  J)c  in  myndo, 

And  lone  the  for  foil  lias  done  to  mane, 

Als  I  here  tliurgh  pi  grace  rehersc  cane. 

ffyrste,  heuene  and  evtTi  for  man  foil  made, 

And  aH  pis  werlde  here  wyd  and  brade, 

And  al  tliyng  pat  es  per-in ; 

For  wit/i-owtten)  the  cs  noghte  bot  synn, 

The  wilke  was  neiier  thurgh  the  wroghte, 

Jjer-for  in  haly  writt  es  synn)  called  noghte. 

Heiien)  pou  made  wharc  pan  diielles. 

For  oure  endles  wonny[n]ge  with  angeHs. 

And  pe  werlde  owre  siiget  here  to  be, 

To  seme  vs  pat  we  fare-in  senie  pe. 

The  firmament  fou  made  moiiande. 

To  noresche  aH  thyng  fare-vndire  lyfando, 

And  the  sonne  to  schede  pe  day  fra  pe  nj-gl't. 

And  pe  mono  and  pe  stcrnes  to  talc  faire  lyghte. 

Of  the  Sonne  for  to  schyne  one  nyghte  clerc, 

In  takynyTZg  that  we  saH  reschaife  here 

The  lightc  of  groce  fat  gastely  gifte  es, 

Of  f e  fat  es  sonne  of  ryghtwisnes. 

The  mono  lyghte  Ihow  made  to  waxc  and  wane, 

AH  semes  fat  ensample  per-hy  es  taue. 

Of  owre  lyfe  fat  passes  here  sofie, 

And  waxes  a7ul  wanes  als  lyghte  of  the  mofie. 

The  sterncs  fou  made  on  fe  sky  standiimle, 

And  the  pianettes  in  fcirc  course  passande, 


24 


28 


everlasting. 


I  thank  tlice 
for  Thy 
works 


for  men. 


32 


Ry  Go<l  all 
things  were 
made : — 


Heaven, 


earth, 


snn,  moon, 
and  stars. 


36 


40 


44 


48 


The  Moon  is 
a  tvi'c  of  our 
52    lite. 


50 
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The  4  Ele- 
ments, 


and  all 
Cieatuies, 


are  for  our 
profit  and 
blessing. 


Some  things 
have  life, 
some  are 
without  life. 


Man  shares 
being  with 
stones, 
feeling  with 
animals, 

reason  with 
angels. 


ffor  ensau??2ple  til  vs  to  knawe  and  se, 

How  we  sulde  liflfe  here  in  ilke  a  degre. 

The  foure  elementes  fou  mad  sere, 

To  sustayne  oure  bodyly  kynde  hero,  60 

And  aH  o\er  creato?/;'es  als  was  tlii  wiH, 

In  sere  kyndes  fou  made  for  ccrtayii)  skyH:. 

Of  wilke  som)  are  noyeand  tiii  vs  kyndly, 

And  som)  are  profytable  and  esye ;  64 

And  aH  are  they  for  owre  profet  wroghto, 

Bathe  they  "pat  noyes,  and  Jiat  noyes  noghte. 

The  noyeand  fou  made  vs  for  to  chasty, 

And  to  dense  vs  here  of  owre  foly,  68 

And  to  make  vs  to  knawe  and  se 

How  febiH  and  how  frele  are  we. 

Tlie  vnnoyeand  to  sustayne  vs  and  fede, 

And  to  helpe  vs  and  ese  vs  in  owre  nede.  72 

Thy  creato?<;'s  are  ay-wliare  in  sere  stede, 

Of  whilke  som)  are  qwyke  and  som)  are  dede. 

ffor  som)  semes  noghte  hot  als  dede  thynges, 

Als  stanes  fat  has  noghte  hot  bcynge,  76 

Som),  als  gryse  and  treez  J)«t  men)  sese  sprynge, 

Has  beyng  and  lifynge,  bot  na  felynge. 

Som),  als  bestes  fat  crepis  and  rynnys, 

And  als  foghles  with  fcthirs,  and  fische  vfiili  fynnes,    80 

Hase  bathe  beyng,  lyffynge,  and  felynge, 

Bot  na  witte  ne  skyH  of  demyng. 

Som),  als  mcii)  and  angeHs,  has  tlmrghe  the 

And  tlmrghe  J)i  myglite,  beyng  and  lifynge  fre,  84 

And  feli??g  bath  of  gude  and  iH, 

And  discrecyone  of  witte  and  skyHe. 

Thus  has  man  beyng,  als  men  sese, 

Wz't/t  stanes,  and  lyfe  w^'th  grysse  and  treez,  88 

And  felynge  vfith  bestez  of  sere  kynde, 

And  w«t7i  angells  skiH  and  mynde. 

Thus  walde  fou,  are  poii  oghte  be-gane, 

Jjat  somwhat  of  ylke  creato«?-o  hade  man).  92 
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Mane  thow  made  maste  dynge  creato?we, 

And  maste  scmly  of  scliape  and  of  stature, 

Of  aH  o])er  creato?i?'s  mare  or  lesse ; 

For  jjou  mad  liym  aftire  thyn)  owen)  likncsse, 

And  gafe  hym  lordccliipe  and  powere 

Abowen)  aH  olper  vnskillwise  creatures  sere ; 

And  to  f(;wle  liym  with  witte  a7id  skyH, 

And  for  to  knawe  bathe  gud  a7id  IE. 

"Wharc-fore  gret  lufe  to  man  fou  kide, 

"When  ])'ju  this  fore  man  ordaynede  and  dide; 

It  semes  fou  hade  gret  bjfe  tyii  man, 

Be-fore  are  J?ou  oghte  begane. 

Lorde,  I  am  man  for  whaym  Jjou  dide  thus, 

And  ]>ctt  man  es  ilke  man  a7id  woman)  of  vs, 

And  als  wele  aH  pis  \)on  did  for  me, 

Als  for  ilk  man  or  woman)  fat  are  made  tlmrghe  the. 

And  for-thy  pat  I  am  fat  man, 

For  whaym)  pon  al  thyng  bc-gane, 

I  awe  thurghe  ryghte  the  to  lufe  ay. 

And  to  lone  the  bathe  nyghte  and  dayc ; 

And  to  wirchipe  the  with  saule  and  body, 

Righte  als  jJou  had  done  ali-anely. 

Lord  Gode  Almyghtty  !  3it  thanke  I  the, 

That  mekiH  mare  walde  doo  for  me, 

And  aH  for  man-kynd  for  thy  gudnes. 

And  thy  mercy  pat  tiH  vs  ay  rcdy  cs ; 

That  fra  heuen)  til  erthe  down)  walde  com, 

To  brynge  vs  here  owt  of  thraledoni), 

And  of  pe  fendis  dawngere  that  we  ware  iu, 

Thurghe  oure  foremaste  fadire  syn). 

Lorde !  mekyH  pou  mekede  the  for  owre  sake, 

j)at  come  fra  so  heghe,  oure  kyndc  to  take ; 

And  vouchede-safe  swa  laws  to  lightc, 

j)at  swa  heghe  a  lorde  es  of  grctt  myghto. 

Bot  lufe  the  made  of  vs  mercy  to  hauc, 

]pat  fra  the  was  tynt,  vs  for  to  saue, 


Man  is  tlie 

)|iglllSt 

creature, 


96  rnade  in  the 
lilicnoss  of 
God, 


100 


104 


108 


11: 


116 


120 


124 


128 


Thprcfore  is 
he  hound  to 
love  God. 


[leaf  100] 

Man  has  a 
higher  bless- 
ing than  the 
other  crea- 
tures, in  the 
Hi'demp- 
tion. 
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IV.    NASSINGTON  S    TOEM.       THE    BIRTH    OP    JESUS. 


Gorl  born  of 
a  Virgin. 


Called  Jesus 
Saviour. 


Born  in 

lowly 

fashion. 


Circumcised 
tlic  eightli 
day. 


[1  MS. 
twesfte] 

Worsliipt  Tiy 
Kings  on  the 
12th  day. 


Thurglie  p?'ocesse  of  lyfe  pcct  ]>on  walde  lede, 

In  erthe  in  oure  kynde  of  manhede. 

fiirste  J30u  lyghtede  in  a  may  den)  chayste, 

pat  conceyuede  the  of  fe  Ilaly  Gaste ;  1 32 

And  of  hir  body  Jjrtt  was  ay  wemlesse, 

Thow  tuke  flcsche  and  blude  and  oure  lyknesse, 

And  oure  kynde  here,  and  of  nan  oj)er, 

And  be-come  mane  for  vs,  and  oure  brothire ;  136 

And  for  the  lufl'e  })ou  bade  tiH  vs, 

Walde  be  borne  of  hir,  and  calde  Ihesus. 

ffor  Ihesus  as  als  mekiii  for  to  saye, 

AHs  '  hele  or  helere,'  ]j«t  aH  hele  maye.  140 

Thow  come  to  hele  vs  pat  ware  lorne  ; 

Bot  in  na  reaH  place  fou  was  borne, 

Nowthire  in  palays,  casteH,  ne  toure, 

!Ne  in  non)  othir  stede  of  honoin^e,  144 

Lot  in  a  lawe  hows ;  and  laid  pou.  was 

In  a  crybe  be-fore  an  oxe  and  an  asse. 

Thow  wald  nowthir  in  p?/rpure  ne  byse 

Be  lappede,  ne  in  nan)  oper  clothes  of  pryce,  148 

Bot  in  vile  clowttes  for  to  couer  tlii  body, 

ffor  we  sulde  take  ensample  Jjer-by, 

To  lufe  mekenes  and  gastely  poue?'te, 

And  fra  reches  and  ponipes  w/t/i-draw  oure  herte,       152 

One  jjc  augliten)  day  of  thi  byrthe  here. 

That  J)e  firste  day  cs  of  po  newe  3ere, 

Circu?»sysede  in  body  walde  pou  be, 

AHs  J)e  law  was  fan)  in  sere  centre.  156 

In  ffasynge  of  pQ  lawe  and  in  fuUfillyngfi, 

And  in  ensampiH  titt  vs  and  in  takenynge, 

Tliat  als  J)ou  was  circu??isisede  in  body, 

Swa  sulde  we  circu?«sise  vs  here  gastely.  160 

That  es,  we  sulde  schere  fra  vs  awaye, 

AH  pat  til  luste  aiid  lykyng  styre  vs  maye. 

One  the  twelfte^  day  pou.  was  vesete  with  kynges 

And  wirchipede  with  thre  p?-ecyous  thynges,  164 
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That  es  at  say,  yvith  golde  aiul  ensence, 

And  myre,  Ipat  fey  offerde  in  jji  presence. 

Be  ]je  golde  may  vndirstand  be, 

That  J)ou  arte  kjTige  of  maste  poust^  1G8 

The  ensence  Ipat  fe  was  offerde  nexte, 

Be-takyns  fot  pon  art  souerayngne  priste, 

The  myre  fat  kepis  aH  thynge  fra  rotynge 

Be-takyns  thy  dede  and  J)i  beryenge.  172 

The  thritty  3ere  of  fe  elde  of  fe, 

Of  Sayn  lohcm  wald  Jjou  bapteste  be, 

In  Jje  flom)  Io?i?"dane  specyally, 

For  to  gyfe  vs  ensample  ther-by, 

That  aH  sulde  be,  fat  tiH  heuen)  suld  passe, 

Baptizede  in  "watyr  als  fou  was. 

Bot  for  na  cause  of  syn)  in  the  hyde, 

Was  fou  baptizede,  fat  neuer  syn)  dide ; 

fEor  in  the  neuer  was  funden)  gyle, 

'Ne  nathynge  pat  any  saule  myght  fyle ; 

Bot  for  to  lere  vs  howe  we  sulde  begyn) 

To  wesche  vs  of  fe  origenaH  syn). 

And  for  to  mak  vertue  in  aH  watirs  to  be, 

ffor  to  get  vs  agayne  vfith  grace  to  be  fre. 

Sythen),  when)  fou  had  fasted  fourghe  myghte, 

ffourty  dayes,  and  fourty  nyghte, 

Thow  suffcrd  thi  selfe  tenip[t]ed  to  be 

Of  f e  deuell,  fat  fare-to  had  leue  of  the ; 

To  lere  vs  to  wrestyH  and  stand  styfly 

Agayne  fe  fandyng  of  fat  enmy.  192 

Thow  lett  the,  of  ludas  trayto?</-  balde, 

ffor  thritty  penys  to  fe  lewes  be  saulde. 

Thow  lette  the  aHs  tliefe  bo  tane  bodyly, 

Of  fe  lewes  fat  tiH  fo  hade  envye,  196 

The  wilke  tiH  Anna  house  the  ledde. 

And  than  aH  thi  discypiHs  fra  fe  flode. 

TiH  the  was  don)  thare  at  f  e  bo-gynnynge 

Many-fawldc  dispyte  (oul  hcthyngc.  200 

REL.    PIECES. 


Wors1ii]i](e(J 
by  Kinys 
with  tlirte 
precious 
gifts. 


At  tliirty 
years  old 
baptized, 


176    for  our 
example. 


180 


184 


Tempted  ir 
the  wilder- 
188    ness. 


Betrayed  for 
thirty  pieces 
of  silver. 


Made  to 
sullVr  indig- 
nities. 


66 


IV,    NASSIXGTON's    poem.       the    passion    of    JESUS. 


Sent  to 
Htnul  and 
PihiU;. 


Scourged. 


[leivf  100, 
back] 


Crowned 
witli  tlioms. 


With  a  reed 
foruscciitie. 


Mocked  and 

condemned 
to  the  Cross. 


flfirste  J)ey  spittede  appori)  fe  tliare, 

And  gafe  ]>e  many  bufettes  sare. 

And  thyne  eglme  v;iiJi  a  clatlie  fey  hide, 

And  smate  \>e,  and  askede  wha  it  dide.  204 

Sitlien)  fiey  dide  ]>e  mare  hethynge  ; 

They  lede  fe  to  Herodes  hows  Jjb  kynge, 

That  helde  pe  a  fule  as  hym)  thoghte, 

ffor  J)ou  titt  his  speche  ansuerde  iioghte.  208 

He  did  clethe  fe  in  whitte  garment, 

And  til  Pilate  agayne  he  J)e  sente. 

Eftirwarde  Jjou  was  skowreghide  sare. 

In  Pilatez  hows,  nakynde  bare,  212 

Tliat  thi  hide  was  aH  to-reueii)  than), 

And  J)e  blude  one  ylke  a  syde  down)  ran?ie. 

The  knyghtes  aftire  Jjat  skourgegynge, 

Abowte  fe  lappede  a  mantiH  in  hethynge,  216 

That  w'l't/i  J)e  blude  tiH  tlii  body  cleuede ; 

Sythen)  drew  fay  it  ofe,  and  fat  fe  greuede. 

And  racede  of  aH  fe  skyne  fat  tyde, 

ffor  tin  that  clethynge  cleued  faste  f  i  hyde.  220 

And  Avlien)  fey  had  don)  f e  f is  payne, 

They  ciede  f  e  in  f  i  awen)  clothyng  agayne ; 

And  thryste  fan)  appon)  f i  heuede  tliare, 

A  crow^ne  of  thornnos  fat  prykkede  f e  sare,  224 

Of  wilko  f e  prykkes  ware  swa  scharpe  fan). 

That  fey  percede  nero  thurghe  f i  herne-pan?2e. 

They  gafe  f e  a  rede  in  thi  hande, 

In  steds  of  a  ceptire,  the  skornande,  228 

And  knelide  be-fore  fe  in  hethynge, 

And  said  tiH  f  e,  '  haile,  lewes  kynge  ! ' 

Sythen)  was  f one  demede  at  f e  lewes  voyce, 

Thurghe  Pilate  to  be  liynged  on)  fe  croyce,  232 

The  wilke  f  ou  bare  to-warde  f  e  stede 

Whare  f  ou  was  ordeynede  to  be  don)  to  dede. 

Sithen)  was  fou  straynede  on)  fe  crosse  so  faste,  235 

Thurghe  f e  lewes,  fat  f i  vaynes  and  synows  al  to-brast[e]. 
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And  naylede  Jje^'-one  tlmrghe  hand  and  fute, 

ffor  hele  of  iny  saule  and  for  my  bute. 

And  ^vllell)  Jjcy  had  naylide  \q  on)  ]?e  crosse  swa, 

They  did  fe  aftire  strange  payne  and  Ava; 

ffor  they  reysede  fe  crosse  w/t/t  Jsi  body, 

And  fychede  it  in  a  tre-mortasse  vyolenttly. 

In  "wilke  fe  crosse  svvilke  a  rage  tuke, 

}pat  J)i  body  thurghe  weghte  al  to-schoke ; 

Than  rane  thy  wondes  thurghe  fute  and  hande, 

And  ware  sene  fuH:  wyde  gapannde. 

And  Jje  joynetes  of  ilk  lyni  and  bane, 

And  Jje  vaynes  Avare  strydand  ilkane. 

Sithei])  J)ou  said,  hyngande  on)  Jie  rude  tree, 

The  threstede ;  and  pan)  fe  lewes  bed  the, 

A  fuH  bittire  drynke  ]3ot  was  wroghte, 

Of  ayseH:  and  gaU  pat  pe  lykede  noghte  ; 

Neue?'-J»e-lattere,  to  taste  it  pou  was  bown) ; 

Bot  pou  Avalde  noghte  swelowe  it  doAvn), 

iior  pat  thirste  was  noghte  eiis  pan), 

Bot  a  3ernynge  aftyre  pe  sawle  of  man). 

Thow  suflfirde  many  repreues  pat  tyde, 

Bathe  on)  pe  thefe  pat  hange  on)  pi  lefte  syde, 

And  of  othire  maysters  of  pe  lewry, 

That  mekiH:  schame  pe  dide,  and  velany. 

At  nonne  of  tho.  daye  pou  cried  '  Hely,' 

And  jeldide  pi  gaste  to  pi  fadir  Ahnyghty. 

Thus  pou  diede  to  make  vs  free 

ffra  pe  grett  thraldome  in  whilke  ware  we. 

Bot  mekiH  payne  and  mekiH  reprefe, 

])Q\\  tholed  be-fore  pi  dedc  fore  ouro  lufe. 

And  noghte  for  to  bye  vs  agayrie  anely, 

ffor  why  pi  dcde  nioghte  suflice  vs  aH  to  bye. 

But  for  wo  sulde  pare-by  cnsampiH  take, 

To  be  pacyente  in  angers  for  pi  sake. 

And  for  the  to  thole  aH  pat  harde  es, 

AHs  pou  tholedc  for  vs  tlmrghe  pi  gudnes. 


Crncifled. 


240 


244 


248 


Cried 
'  I  thirst.' 


252    Given  gall 
and  vinegar. 


256 


260 


264 


Cried 
•Eli,  Eli.' 


Died, 


for  our  de- 
li veiaiipo 
268    audcxaiiiple. 


27 -J 
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IV.    NASSINGTOXS    POEM.       THE    SINFULNESS    OF    MAN. 


Pierced  in 
the  right  side 
with  a  spear. 


Praise  to 
the  Saviour 
for  His 
mercy. 


Tlie  unwor- 
thiness  and 
sinfulness  of 
man. 


He  is  more 
blame- 
worthy than 
Judas,  and 
the  Jews. 


EUs  thurte  pe  liafe  tholede  nan)  o]ier  payne, 

Bot  ]>e  dede  anely  for  to  bye  vs  agayne. 

Sythen)  was  Jjou  smetyn)  in  pi  reglite  syde, 

'With  a  spere  pat  tiH;  pi  herte  gun)  glide,  276 

ffra  whilke  owt  rane  to  oure  saluacyone, 

The  precyous  blode  of  owre  rau/^sone, 

"With  pe  water  of  baptyin)  clere  and  tliyn), 

fEor  to  wesclie  vs  liere  of  pe  oregynaH  synn).  280 

Lorde,  for  fire  bitter  paynes  and  feli, 

'With  otliire  ma  pat  I  kane  teH, 

That  pou  swa  mekiH  suffire  wakle, 

fEor  me  synfuli,  Jii  traytoure  baukle,  284 

I  thanke  pe  here  in\va;dly, 

With  ail  my  herte  and  my  body, 

A,  Ihesu.  Crist,  Lorde,  fuH:  of  myghte, 

AVlien)  I  thynke  outhire  day  or  nyghte,  288 

Of  swa  mekiH  kyndiies  of  pe, 

And  of  pe  paynes  jjat  fou  tholide  for  me, 

And  of  myn)  vnkyudnesse  many-fawlde, 

And  how  I  to  wrethe  the  ay  hafe  bene  bawkle,  292 

Of  myn)  hard  herte  fian  es  gret  wondire, 

pat  it  for  sorowe  bristez  noghte  in  su«dyre ; 

Eot  flescly  herte  in  me  semes  nan), 

ft'or  my  herte  es  hard  als  it  ware  stane.  296 

A,  Ihesu,  I  grante  to  pe  my  trespas, 

And  knawes  pat  I  am  wers  pan)  ludas  was, 

That  the  bytrayede  als  traytoure  balde. 

And  til  Jje  lewes  for  thritty  penys  sawlde.  300 

fEor  I,  synfuli  Avreche,  has  ofte  sawlde  the 

fEor  a  littiH  worldly  vanyte. 

And  for  a  littiH  fleschely  delyte ; 

Whare-for  I  am  mare  fan  ludas  to  wyte.  304 

I  halde  me  jitt  Averse,  and  mare  wode, 

)?an  pe  lewes  ware  pat  did  pe  one  pe  rude ; 

if  or  why,  fay  dide  pe  bot  anes  pat  dede, 

And  fey  knewe  f e  noghte  Gode  in  manhede ;  308 


IV.    NASSINGTON's   poem.       the    resurrection    of   JESUS. 
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And  I  ]?at  wate  and  knawes  righte 

)jat  ])0VL  arte  Goile  ay  fuH  of  niyghte, 

Tliurghe  myn)  awen)  malece,  as  I  wave  wode, 

ffuH  ofte-sythes  hafe  I  don)  ]>&  one  Jjc  rude. 

fPor  als  ofte  als  I  liafe  done  dedly  syn), 

And  tlmrghe  malece  wetaudly  fallyn)  tliere-in), 

Alls  ofte  hafe  I  done  fe  one  pe  rude, 

In  ]jr(t  Jjat  in  me  was,  and  scliede  J)i  blude. 

Lorde,  aH  if  I  hafe  done  swiike  foly, 

Putt  me  noghte  awaye  fra  fi  mercy, 

Eot  grau;?te  me  gyace  J)at  may  me  Avysse 

To  amende  me  of  fat  I  hafe  done  mysse ; 

Sen  fat  fou  saide  J)i  selfe  fou  wiH  noghte 

The  dede  of  synfuH  )j«t  fou  has  boghte, 

Eot  fat  he  tiu^ne  hym)  to  doo  fi  wiH, 

And  lyfe,  for  fou  wiH  na  man  spyH. 

Lord  !  swylke  grace  \o\x  me  gylfe, 

Jjat  I  may  turne  me  to  f e,  and  lylfe ! 

A,  Lorde  Ihe^^u  Criste  !  ^it  thanke  I  the, 

)5«t  aH  fis  and  mare  hase  done  for  me, 

And  for  paluacyone  of  mankynde, 

ffor  whaym)  fou  Avas  swa  bitte?-ly  pynede, 

And  sufferde  dede,  als  I  be-for  saide, 

And  lett  fi  body  be  in  sepulcre  layde. 

Thow  ^ernede  sa  rnckiH  agayne  to  wyne 

AH  fas  fat  fou  hade  loste  for  syn), 

That  when)  fow  was  dede  and  3eldede  fe  gaste, 

Als  tyte  tiH  lieH  fou  gu/?.  fe  haste. 

In  saule  and  godliodo,  als  was  fi  wiH, 

Thy  body  M-Jiils  in  fe  sepulcre  lay  8tyH ; 

TiH  fou  at  lieH  come,  fou  wahle  noghte  stynte, 

And  ware  sesede  of  fas  fat  fou  hade  tynte. 

Thow  spoylede  heH  when)  fou  come  fare, 

And  tuke  owt  with  the  att  fat  thyiie  ware. 

Bot  fou  leftc  fas  fare  fat  walde  noghte  trowe 

In  fi  lawe,  no  in  f i  biddynge  bcwe. 


Christ  cruci- 
01  n  fled  again  by 
oiZ    sm. 

[kaflOl] 


316 


Prayer  for 
mercy. 


320 


324 


328 


332 


336 


Christ  de- 
seended  into 
hell. 


340 


ZU 


And  spoiled 

it  of  His 

IIWII, 

but  ii-rt 

iiiiliil.uvers 
thfiu. 
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IV.  nassixgton's  poem,     the  future  judgment. 


Christ  rose 
again  the 
third  day. 


All  men 
shall  rise  in 
their  bodies. 


Christ 
remained 
on  earth 
forty  days. 

Ascended 
into  heaven. 


On  the  tenth 
dav  after, 
the  Holy 
Ghost  came 
down. 


Sythen)  when  fou  come  fra  ])at  stede 

At  pe  thred  day  aftyre  Jji  dede, 

To  vpe-ryse  fra  dede  fon  vouchede  safe, 

To  eke  fe  trowhe  ])at  we  here  hafe,  348 

And  schewede  the  bodily  in  thi  manhcde, 

To  conferme  fe  trowthe  for  our  niede. 

"Whare-fore  J)i  bodily  vp-ryssyiige, 

TiH  vs  ensample  es  and  takynny[n]ge,  352 

That  we  saH  ryse  all  gene/-ally 

At  J)e  day  of  dome  in  saule  and  bodye. 

Thane  saH  aH  fat  are  fundyii)  reghtewisse, 

Thurghe  thyn)  vprysynge  to  blysse  ryse;  356 

Bot  J)ay  Ipat  lyffes  iH  vn-to  feire  endynge, 

Gettes  na  parte  of  thyn)  vpe-rysynge, 

Bot  fay  saH  ryse  with  dule  pat  day, 

TiH  pe  fire  of  heli  pat  lastes  aye.  360 

3itt  thi  rysyiige  forbyseri)  tiH:  vs  es, 

ffor  aH  pat  rase  fra  dede  til  blyse  endlesse, 

Swa  sulde  we,  fat  til  blysse  wyli  wyn), 

Gastely  ryse  fra  dedely  syn).  364 

Eftire  fi  risesjnige,  alo  pe  buke  sais, 

j)o\i  duellede  in  crthe  3itt  fourtty  dayes. 

And  at  pe  fourtty  day  pon  stey  vp-righte 

Til  f i  fadire  in-tiH  heuen)  bryglite,  368 

To  teche  vs  pe  way  pat  we  saH  wende 

Til  pe  gret  blysse  fat  has  nan  ende. 

And  sittis  fare  one  f i  ffadire  reghte  hands 

Als  God  and  Lorde  alweldande,  372 

That  es  to  saye,  in  Godhede  eiieri) 

WitJi  tlii  ffadir  atid  owrs  in  henen). 

The  tendaye  aftire  pat  pon  vp-wente, 

At  vndrone  fe  Haly  Gaste  downe  fou  sente  376 

TiH  thyn)  AppostiHs,  als  fou  fern)  hyghte, 

j)at  f eire  hertes  comforthede  and  made  fern)  lyghte, 

Thurghe  whame  lyghtenede  and  leride  ware  we : 

Of  aH  f  is,  Lorde,  I  thanke  f  e.  380 


IV.    NASSINGTON  S    POEM.       CHRIST    THE    ONLY    HOPE    FOR    SINNERS. 
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A,  Lorde  Ihcwu  !  at  ])c  dredfuH  daye  of  doilie, 

"Wlien  Ipon  saH  i'lM  heueii)  come 

'With  tliyne  aiigoHs  bryglite  and  clero, 

And  AposteHs  ajid  o'per  halowes  sere, 

In  j)G  same  fownne  of  man  cmd  lyknesse 

In  willfe  Jjou  Avas  demyde  here  giltelesse, 

To  deme  gud  and  iii  of  ilke  lande, 

Schewande  Jii  wondes  al  bledande, 

That  J)ou  walde  thole  for  synfuH  mane — 

What  saH  I  say,  or  what  saH  I  do  ]jaii)  1 

When)  aH  oure  werkes  pat  cuer  we  dyde, 

SaH  ])an)  be  schewedc,  ajid  nathyng  hide, 

Of  wliilke  we  saH  ^elde  acownte  straitly, 

And  be  demyde  aftire  we  are  worthi. 

And  I  than  -witJi  me  na  gud  saH  brynge 

Be-fore  sa  heghe  domesmaii)  and  kynge, 

Bot  synnez  Tpat  are  swa  many-faulde 

That  J)ey  may  noghte  by  touge  be  tawlde, 

Certes  I  am  ))arefore  fuH  dredand, 

IMy  herte  for  dred  aghtc  to  be  fuH  tremblande, 

When)  discussione  saH  be  of  aH  dedis, 

And  fii  wrethe  saH  be  maste,  )3(<t  aH  men)  dredis. 

Certes  I  ne  wate  whate  I  may  say  )jan), 

Bot  alls  Dauid  did,  fie  haly  man) — 

'Do  jjou,  Lorde,  with  ])i  seruande, 

Eftyre  fi  mercy,  J3«t  es  ay  sauande ; 

And  In-tiH  dome  come  ])on  noghte 

"With  fi  seruande  J3«t  Jjou  has  boglite ; 

ffor  I  hafe  had(i  gr.ite  drede  in  thoghte 

Of  jji  dome?,  (iiiif  pat  drcde  lolFe  I  noghte ; 

fibr  Jjon,  Lorde,  arte  reghtewysse  domes-mane, 

That  aH  thyiig  reghtewissly  deni  kane.' 

And  thi  reghtwysse  dome  a?id  reghcwyssnes 

Demes  synfuH  men)  to  payne  endlese, 

That  of  feyro  wikkidnesse  wiH  noghte  blyn), 

And  J)i  mercy  here  may  nott  wyn). 


Chnst  Rli.-ill 
ciiine  ngitiii 
tujudgiuciit. 


Tlie  strict 
account  tliat 
I  mist  he 
given  then. 


384 


388 


392 


396 


400 


Tlien  can  we 
only  utter 
404    ^'"'  I'riiyur  of 
David, 

'  Do  with  me 
acconliiiy  to 
Thy  mercy ! ' 


408 


41-J 


4l<i 


[Icnnoi, 
l.:ukj 
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IV.  nassixgton's  poem,     lord,  have  mercy  on  me  ! 


None  can  be 
saved  who 
has  not 
obtained 
Cluist's 
mercy  here. 


Lord,  grant 
me  Thy 
mercy  row ! 


ffor  sekere  of  mercy  nane  getes  he, 

In  Jjis  life  bot  lie  turne  hym  tili  J)e ; 

And  nane  may  fat  daye  be  saffe, 

Bot  he  pi  mercy  in  J)is  lyfe  hafe,  420 

Of  whilke  \>ou  erte  large  and  leberaH, 

To  grante  it  bathe  grete  cmd  smalle. 

That  mercy  askes  and  folowes  fare-to. 

And  dos  fare-fore  fat  fern)  falles  to  doo.  424 

Whare-fore,  Lorde,  seii)  fou  arte  ay  redy 

To  grauwte  till  ilke  a  man)  f  i  mercy, 

That  sekes  f ar-to  whils  fay  here  lyffe, 

Swilke  grace  in  fis  lyfe  fou  me  gyffe,  428 

To  tw/Tie  me  aiid  to  fie  syn), 

}3at  I  may  here  f  i  mercy  wyii),  Amen) ! 

Thurghe  whilke  I  may  at  f e  dredfuH  day, 

Ee  led  to  f e  blyse  fat  saii  last  ay.     Auien  !  432 
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HYMN  TO  JESUS  CIimST. 


[leaf  211] 


Jesu, 
dwell  in  nie. 


help  me, 


V. 

Ihesu  Criste,  Saynte  Marye  somio, 
Thurgfe.  wliaym)  J)is  werlde  was  worthily  wroghte, 
I  pray  fe  come  and  in  me  wonne, 
And  of  aH  filtlies  dense  my  tlioghte.  4 

Jhesxi  Criste,  my  Godde  verray, 

J3at  of  onre  dere  lady  was  borne, 

Jpou  helpe  now,  and  euer,  and  aye, 

And  lat  me  newer  for  syn)  be  lorne !  8 

Jasii  Criste,  Goddes  sone  of  lieuen), 

)3at  for  me  dyede  one  pe  rude, 

I  pray  fe  here  my  symple  steuen), 

Thurghe  fe  vertue  of  thi  haly  blude,  12 

Ihesn  Christ,  pat  one  pe  thirde  daye 

ifra  dcde  to  lyffe  rase  thurgh  thi  myghte, 

j3ou  gyffe  me  grace  the  serue  to  paye. 

And  ])6  to  Avirchipe  day  and  nyglite.  16 

Ihesu,  of  whaym)  aH  gndnes  sprynges, 

Whaym  aH  men)  awe  to  hife  by  righte, 

Thou  make  me  to  ^cmc  thi  biddynges, 

And  thaym  fullliH  w/tA  aH  my  myghte.  20 

IhesM  Crist,  pnt  tliolede  for  me 

Paynes  cmd  angers  bitti^r  and  feHe, 

Late  me  neue?'  bo  partede  fra  pe,  nnd  not 

Ne  thole  fe  bitter  paynes  of  lieHo !  24   luu'i '° 


g-.ve  ine 
grace 


to  do  Thy 
biddiu^, 
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Jesa, 

forgive  me, 


be  my 
coinfurter," 
[leaf  211,  bk] 


teach  me  to 
love  Thee, 


to  .ioy  only 
in  Thee  J 


Make  me 
L'  sek  1 


V.    HYMX    TO    JESUS.       BLESSINGS    OF    THE    LOVE    OF    JESUS, 

Ihesu  Ci'iste,  Avelle  of  mercy, 

Of  pete  and  of  ail  gudnes, 

Of  aH:  Jie  synnes  ])ot  euer  did  I, 

I  pray  fe  gyffe  me  forgyffnes !  28 

Ihesu,  to  fie  I  make  my  mane ; 

Ihesu,  to  \>e  I  caHe  and  crye, 

Late  neuer  my  saule  with  syn)  be  slane, 

ffor  J)e  mekillnes  of  fi  mercy  !  32 

Ihe^u,  fat  es  my  saueoure, 

}5ou  be  my  joy  and  my  solace, 

l\Iy  helpe,  my  hele,  my  co??ifortoure, 

And  my  soconre  in  ilke  a  place  !  36 

Tlie^^u,  pat  with  tlii  blude  me  boghte, 

Ihesu,  Jjou  make  me  clene  of  syn), 

And  with  pi  lufe  f ou  woiinde  my  thoghte, 

And  late  me  neuer  mare  fra  pe  twy?me !  40 

Ihesu,  I  couayte  to  lufe  the. 

And  )?at  es  hally  my  ^ernynge ; 

)pare-fore  to  lufe  f>e  ])ou.  lere  me, 

And  I  thi  lufe  saH:  [euer]  synge.  44 

Ihesu,  thi  lufe  in-to  me  sende, 

And  with  thi  lufe  ])ou.  me  ffede ! 

Ihesu,  J)i  lufe  ay  in  me  lende, 

Thi  lufe  euer  be  my  saule  mede.  48 

Ihesu,  my  herte  with  lufe  Ipon  lyghte; 

Thi  lufe  me  make  euer  to  forsake 

AH  werldly  joy,  bathe  day  a7id  nyghte, 

And  joy  in  Jje  anely  to  make.  62 

Ihesu,  J)i  lufe  me  chaufe  w/t/^-in, 

So  fat  na  thynge  hot  the  I  seke ; 

In  thi  lufe  make  my  saule  to  bryn?ie, 

Thi  lufe  me  make  bathe  mylde  and  make !  56 


V.    HYMN   TO   JESUS.      THE    SOUL   SEEKING   JESUS. 
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Ihe^u,  my^  joy  and  my  louynge, 
Ihesu,  my  comforthe  clere, 
Ihesu  my  Godde,  Ihesu  my  kynge, 
Ihesu  witli-owtteri)  perc, 

Ihe,9u,  J)at  aH  hase  made  of  noghte, 
Ihesu,  ]jat  boghte  me  dere, 
Ihesu,  joyne  f»i  lufe  in  my  thoghte, 
Swa  fat  fay  neue?'  be  sere  ! 

Ihesu,  my  dere  and  my  drewrye, 
Delyte  Jjou  arte  to  synge ! 
Ihesu,  my  myrthe  and  my  melodye, 
In-to  thi  lufe  me  brynge  ! 

Ihesu,  Ihesu,  my  hony  swete. 
My  herte,  my  co??zforthynge, 
Hiesu,  ali  my  bales  fou  bete, 
And  to  J)i  blysse  me  brynge ! 

Ihesu,  in  thi  lufe  wounde  my  thoghte 
And  lyfte  my  herte  to  the  ! 
Ihesu,  my  saule  fat  fou  dere  boghte, 
Thi  lufere  male  it  to  bee  ! 

Now,  Ihesu,  Lordc,  fou  gyffe  me  grace, 

If  it  be  thi  wiR, 

That  I  may  come  vn-to  tld  place. 

And  wonn)  ay  w/tA  the  styiie  !     Amen' ! 

Explicit  tractatus.     Explicit.     Amen) ! 

Thornton'.     Amen' ! 


Jesu,  my 
love, 


my  King, 


60 


my  darling. 


68 


my  comfort. 


72    brinfrineto 
Thy  bliss, 


76 


anrl  let  me 
.^  ever  dwell 
80    with  Thee  I 
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HYMN  TO  THE  TRINITY,  THE  YIEGIN, 
AND  JESUS  CHEIST. 


VI. 


[leaf  211,  bk, 
col.  2] 

Tri-une 
Lord, 


forgive  my 
misdeeds, 


pity  and  heal 


Father 
Almighty, 
lead  me  in 
the  right 
way, 


and  help  me 
in  my  need ! 


radir  and  Son)  and  Haly  Gaste, 
Lorde,  to  Jie  I  make  my  mone, 
Stedfaste  kyng  of  mj'ghtes  maste, 
AHe-weldeand  Gode  sittand  in  trone. 
I  pj-aye  \)c,  Lorde,  yat  )?ou  pe  haste 
To  for-gyffe  fc/t  I  liafe  inysdone. 

Lorde,  hafe  mercy  of  my  syn), 
And  brynge  me  owte  of  all  my  care  ! 
Euylle  to  doo  I  couthe  neuer  blyn), 
I  hafe  ay  ■\vroghte  agaynes  pi  lare. 
Jjou  rewe  one  me  bathe  owte  and  in, 
And  hele  me  of  my  woundes  sare ! 

ffadir  of  henen)  pat  nH  may, 
I  pray  fie,  Lorde,  ]jat  pou  me  Icde, 
In  stabyH  tronthe  pe  ryghte  Avay, 
At  myn)  endynge  when)  I  saH:  drede. 
Thi  grace  I  aske,  bathe  nyghte  avd  day, 
Hafe  me?'cy  now  of  my  mysdedez  ! 
Of  myn)  askynge  say  me  noghte  nay, 
Bot  helpe  me  Lorde  att  aH  my  nede  ! 


12 


16 


20 


VI. 


TO    THE    TRINITY    AND    VIRGIN.       THE    INTERCESSION    OF    THE    VIRGIN.       77 


Swete  Ilu'6'U,  fat  for  me  was  borne, 
j)ou  here  my  prayere  loude  and  stiHe ! 
ffor  paynes  fat  me  ere  laide  be-forne, 
ffuH  ofte  I  syghe  and  wepis  my  fyHe ; 
ffuH  ofte  haf  T  bene  fur-swourue, 
When  I  liafe  wroghte  agaynes  pi  wiil ; 
Thou  late  me  neuer  be  furloriie, 
Lorde,  for  my  dedis  iHe, 


Sweet  Jesus, 


24 


let  ine  not  be 
lost  for  my 
28    iU  deeds! 


Haly  Gaste,  I  pray  to  the, 
]S"yghte  and  day  with  gud  entente, 
In  aH;  my  sorowe  \)ou  co?/iforthe  me, 
Thi  haly  grace  be  to  me  sente. 
And  late  me  neue?"  bownden)  bee 
In  dedly  syn)  fat  I  be  schente, 
ffor  Marie  lufe  fat  mayden)  free, 
In  whaym  fou  lyghte  verraymente. 


32 


Holy  Ghost, 
comfort  me, 


and  keep  me 
from  sin  for 
Mary's  sake  I 


36 


I  pray  the,  Lady  meke  and  mylde, 
\)at  fou  pray  for  my  mysdede, 
ffor  f e  luUe  of  fat  ilke  childe 
)3at  fou  saghe  one  fe  rude  blede. 
Ewire  cmd  ay  haf  I  bene  wylde, 
My  synf  uH  saule  es  euer  in  drede : 
Mercy,  lady  meke  and  mylde, 
Jjou  helpe  me  euer  at  aH  my  nede ! 


Lady,  for 
the  love  of 
thy  Child  on 
the  Cross, 


40 

0eaf212] 
44    help  me  I 


Mercy,  Mary,  mayden)  clene, 

Jjou  late  me  neuer  in  syii)  dueHe ; 

Pray  for  me,  fat  it  be  sene. 

And  schelde  me  fra  f e  fyro  of  hoHe  1 

Certis,  lady,  welo  I  wene 

J?at  aH  my  faameii)  may  fou  fcHej 

ifor-f i  my  sorowe  to  fe  I  mcne, 

Wit/i  drory  mode  my  tale  I  tcHe. 


Pnre 
Maiden, 


48  shield  mo 
frdiu  hell- 
flro! 


Tl'.ou  pnnst 
fell  my  foes. 


62 
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VI.    TO    THE    TRIXITT   AXD    VIRGIN.       HELP    ilE,    MARY    AND    CHRIST  ! 


Tliou  Flower 
of  Women 


help  me, 


and  couDsel 
me! 


Be-thynke  fe,  lady,  euer  and  ay, 
};at  of  wonien)  pou  beris  f>e  &our, 
ffor  synfuH  meii),  als  I  Jje  say, 
Oiixe  Lorde  base  done  Jje  gret  lionoMr. 
Helpe  me,  lady,  so  wele  jjou  may  ! 
j)e  behouse  be  my  cowsailloure ; 
Of  consaile,  lady,  I  ]je  praye. 
And  also  of  helpe  ajid  of  socoure. 
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64 


Comfort 
me  in  my 


Lady  fair 
and  free ! 


Xygbtc  and  day,  in  wele  and  wa, 
In  ail  my  sorowe  fou  co?nforthe  me, 
And  be  my  schelde  agayne  my  faa, 
And  kepe  me,  gyffe  |)i  AviHes  bee, 
ffra  dedly  syn)  |)at  wili  me  slaa ! 
Mercy,  lady  faire  and  ffree, 
])oii  take  Jjat  Tpe  es  fallen)  fraa, 
ffor  thi  mercy  and  fi  pete ! 


68 


72 


At  my  death. 


Lady,  help 
me.  for  love 
of  Clirist's 
Cross ! 


At  myn  endynge  pou  stand  by  me, 
Heyn)  when  I  saH:  fou?/.de  and  ffare, 
When)  I  saH  qwake  and  dredfuH  be, 
And  aH  my  synnes  sowe  fuH  sare  ! 
Als  ay  my  hope  base  bene  in  the, 
I  pray  fe,  lady,  helpe  me  pare, 
ffor  ])e  luffe  of  fe  swette  tree, 
Jjat  Ihe.su  sprede  one  his  body  bare ! 


76 


80 


Jesu, 


at  my  death 
too, 


Thon  help 
and  keep 
me! 


Ihe^ii,  for  pat  iike  harde  stounde 

)5at  pou  walde  one  pe  rude  tre  blede. 

At  myne  endynge  when)  I  saH  founde, 

Hafe  mercy,  Lorde,  of  my  mysdede,  84 

And  helpe  me  pare  of  pe  dedes  wounde, 

And  kepe  nie  pare  at  aH  my  nede. 

When  dede  me  takes  and  brynges  to  grounde, , 

Jjorde,  pare  I  sail:  thi  domes  drede.  88 


VI.    TO    THE    TRINITY    AND    VIRGIN.       PRAYER    FOR    AID    AT    THE    LAST. 


79 


ffor  my  synfies  to  do  penance 

Be-fore  my  dede  Lorde,  graunt  pou  me, 

And  space  of  verray  repentance 

Inwardly  I  beseke  the  ! 

In  tbi  mercy  es  my  fyaunce, 

Of  my  foly  pun  bafe  pete, 

And  of  me  talvC  pou  iia  vengeance, 

Lorde,  for  ])i  debonerte  ! 


92 


Grant  me 


spare  for 
reiieutance ! 


Take  not 
vengeance 
96    on '"« 1 


Lorde,  als  Jiou  erte  fuH  of  myglite, 

Wbase  lufe  es  swetteste  for  to  taste, 

My  lyfe  amende,  my  dedis  ]3ou  rygbte, 

ffor  Marie  lufe,  ])e  mayden)  cbaste  ! 

And  brynge  me  to  ])at  ilke  sygbte, 

One  Jje  to  sec  Jjare  joy  es  maste, 

One  }?e  to  see  fat  joyfuH  sygbte, 

ffadir  and  Sonn)  and  fe  Haly  Gaste,     Ameii). 


Lord 
Almighty, 


nienfl  my 
life,  for 
1 00    JIary's  sake ! 

Bring  me  to 
the  sight  of 
the  Trinity ! 


104 
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MOKAL  POEM:    "WITH  E.  I.  0." 


(AND    CENTRAL   EYMES.) 


VII. 


[leaf  213] 

When  Adam 
dug,  wher^ 
was  man's 
pride? 


We  are  bom 


to  travail, 


set  here  for 
ciixe; 


and  we  go  to 
weal  or  woe. 


Think  what 
ve  are,  were, 
and  slrnU  be. 


(1) 

When  Adam  dalfe  and  Eue  spane, 
Go  spire  if  fou  may  spede, 
"Wliare  was  pAvd  J?e  pride  of  man), 

)3at  nowe  menos  liis  mede? 
Of  erthe  and  lame  as  was  Adam, 

!Makede  to  noye  and  nede, 
"We  er,  als  he,  maked  to  be, 
WhiHs  we  pis  lyfe  saH  lede, 
'With  I  and  E,  home  er  we, 

As  Salomon)  vs  highte, 
To  traueH  here  whitts  we  er  fere, 
As  fewle  vn-to  Jic  flyghte. 

(2) 
In  werlde  we  ware  casten)  for  care, 

To  we  Avaie  worth i  to  wende 
To  wele  or  wa,  ane  of  J)ase  twa 
To  welde  w/t/i-owtten)  ende. 
ffor-thi  whills  ]jou  may  helpe  pe  nowe, 

Amend  fie  and  hafe  mynde, 
When  Jiou  saH  ga,  he  bese  thi  ffaa 
)3at  here  was  are  thi  ffrende. 
With  E  and  I,  I  rede  forthi, 

Vnithynke  fe  ay  of  thre, 
"What  we  er,  and  whate  we  warre, 
And  whate  fiat  we  saH  be. 
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Vir.     'with    E.   I.   O.'       MAX's    rKUISIIING    STATE. 
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"Ware  fou  als  Avyssc,  praysede  in  prycc 

Als  was  Salomon), 
"Wi;le  fairere  fade  of  bane  and  blude 

)5at  was  Absolon), 
Strengliely  and  strange  to  wieke  tld  wrange 

As  eue;-  was  Sampson), 
]}o\\  no  myghte  a  day,  na  mare  ])an  fay, 
]5e  dede  w/t/i-stand  allone. 
"\Y^t^  I  and  E,  ]3e  dede  to  fe, 

Sail  come  als  I  pe  ken), 
Eot  Jjou  ne  wate  in  wliatekyn  state 
iS'e  how,  ne  wliare,  ne  when?ie. 

(4) 

When  hemes  saH:  hlawe,  rewly  one  rawe, 

To  rekkenynge  buse  vs  ryse, 
When  he  sali  come  vn-to  pat  dome, 

Ihe^<fu  to  sitt  justyse, 
J9at  are  was  leue,  jjane  mon)  be  greue, 

When)  ali  gastis  satt  ryse  ; 
I  say  jjat  pan)  to  synfuH  man) 
Sary  bese  pat  assise. 

We't/i  I  and  E,  he  saH  noghte  flee, 

If  all  he  his  giltes  fele, 
lie  ne  may  liyni  hide,  hot  pare  habyde, 
!N^c  fra  \ia\,  dome  appidle. 

{-) 
Of  aH  thyne  aiighte,  pat  pe  was  ranghte, 

SaH  pou  noghte  hafe,  I  lieto, 
Bot  seiien)  fete,  pare-in  to  rote. 

And  a  wyndynge  schete. 
ffor-pi  \i()\\  gyfTc,  whils  pou  may  lyfe, 

Or  aH  gase  pat  p^Jii  may  geto, 
Tlii  gaste  fra  Oodd^-,  pi  gudes  oloddo, 

Thi  llesche  foldes  vndir  fete. 

REU  PIECES. 


Were  we  as 

wise  ns 
Suluiiion, 


as  strong  ns 
SaiMiisoii, 


we  could  not 
witlistaud 
32     l^eatb. 


36 


At  the  last 
Doom, 


40    wlien  Jesus 
is  judge. 


44 


48 


we  sinful 
men  sliall 


neitlier  fleo 
nur  hide. 


We  shall 
have  only  7 
footdf  earth 
to  i-ot  in, 


52     '^"'l  "  wind- 
ing-slicut 


5G 
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YII.     '  WITH    E.   I.  O.'       man's    PERISHING    STATE. 


[leaf  213,  bk] 

Our  Ex- 
ecutors '11 
not  Cuje  for 
us. 


At  the  Doom, 


no  Latin  or 
law  '11  help 


We  shall  go 
to  weal  or 
woe. 


Of  word  and 
deed  shall  we 
give  account. 


and  be  dealt 
witli  accord- 
ingly. 


All  our  fair 
faces  and 
merry 

mouths  shall 
go  to  dust. 


"With  I  and  E,  fuH  sekire  pan  be, 

jpat  tliyfie  executurs 
Of  Jje  ne  witt  rekke,  bot  skikk  ande  skekke 

FuH  baldely  iii  tlii  boures.  GO 

(6) 
To  dome  we  drawe,  fe  sotlie  to  scbawe, 

In  lyfe  pat  vs  was  lente ; 
No  latyn)  ne  lawe  may  helpe  an  hawe, 

Bot  rathely  vs  repente.  64 

The  croice,  \>e  crowne,  fe  speve  bese  bowne 

}3at  Ilie.su  ruggede  and  rente  ; 
The  nayles  ruyde  saH  J?e  conclude 

'With  thyne  aweu)  argument.  G8 

With  E  and  0,  take  kepe  Jjare-to, 
Als  Criste  hym  selfe  ys  kende ; 
We  co??2me  and  goo  to  wele  or  avo, 

That  dredfuH  dome  saH:  ende.  72 

(7) 
Of  wiH  and  witt  f)at  vesettis  it 

In  worde,  and  Jiat  we  wroghte, 
Eekken)  we  mon),  and  3elde  reson) 

FuH  rathely  of  oure  thoghte.  76 

SaH  no  faUace  cufere  o?/r  case, 
'Ne  consaile  gette  we  noghte, 
Ko  gyfte  ne  grace  no'per  pare  gase, 

Bot  brwke  as  we  hafe  broghte.  80 

With  E  and  I,  I  rede  forthi. 

Be  warre  nowe  w^t7^  thi  w'erkes, 
ffor  terymes  of  3ere  base  pou  nane  here, 

Thi  medes  saH  be  tlii  merkes.  84 

'    (8) 
What  so  it  be,  pat  we  here  see, 

}5e  fairehede  of  thi  face, 
Thi  ble  so  bryghte,  thi  majme,  thi  myghte, 

j)i  mouthy  pat  myrthis  mase, —  88 


VII.     '  \VITn    E.   I,   O.         man's    rERISIIIXG    STATE.  83 

AH  moil)  als  was,  to  jiowdir  passe, 

To  graue  wheii)  fat  pou  gase, 
A  grysely  geste,  Jjan  bese  jjou  preste 

In  amies  for  to  brace  92 

"With  I  and  E ;  for  leue  jjou  me, 

]>ese  iiane,  as  I  jje  hete, 
Of  aH  pi  kytn  dare  slepe  fe  witfi  ^"11^]™'' 

A  nyghte  vndire  pi  schete.  9G  o'rshea'."" 


84 


HYMN   TO   JESUS    CHRIST. 


VIII. 


[leaf  219] 
Jesu ! 

earthly  love 
is  bitU'i-  be- 
side 'f  liiije. 


Set  my  heart 
on  Thee, 


the  King  of 
Love, 


aiifl  make 
it  wliDlly 
Thine  ! 


Thou  art  the 
first  wlinm  I 
should  love, 


for  Tlion 
bouglitest 
me  Heaven. 


(1) 

IHesu,  thi  swetnes  \\\m  nioglite  it  se, 
And  )?are-of  hafe  a  clere  knaweynge, 
AH  ertliely  lufe  suklc  bitte/'  bee, 

Bot  thyne  allane  w/t/^-owtteii)  lesynge. 
I  i>ray  jjc,  Lorde,  fat  lare  lere  mee, 

Aftir  fii  lufe  to  hafe  langyiige, 
And  sadly  sett  my  herte  one  J>e, 
In  Jji  lufe  to  hafe  lykynge. 

(2) 
So  lykand  lufe  in  eitlie  nane  es, 

In  saule  wha  sa  coutlie  hertly  se, 
To  lufe  hym  Avele  ware  mekiH  blysse, 

ffor  kyng  of  lufe  callede  es  he. 
"With  trewe  lufe  I  waldo,  I  wysse, 

So  harde  to  hym  bownderi>  be, 
Jjat  my  herte  ware  hal]y  hys, 

And  o^er  lufe  lykcde  noghte  me. 

(3) 
If  I  for  kyndnes  suld  luf  my  kyn). 

Ay  me  thynke  jjus  in  my  thoghte, 
By  kyndly  skyH  I  sulde  be-gyn) 

At  hym  Jjat  me  gun)  make  of  noghte. 
Hys  semblant  he  sette  my  saule  w/t7i-in. 

And  this  werlde  for  me  he  wroghte ; 
As  fadir  of  fude,  my  lufe  to  wyne, 

ffor  herytage  in  heuen)  he  me  boghte. 
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VIII.     HYMN    TO    JESUS    CHRIST, 
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0) 

As  modir,  of  hyni)  I  may  make  myncle, 

]5at  are  my  hyrtlle  to  me  tuke  hede, 
And  seyn)  vv?t7i  baptym)  wescliede  ])at  strynde 

With  symi)  was  fylede  -with  Adams  dede.  28 

'With  nobiH  mete  he  nureschede  my  kynde, 

&0V  with  his  flesche  he  Avalde  me  fede ; 
A  better  fude  may  iia  man)  fynde, 

fl'or  to  lastande  lyie  it  wiH:  vs  lede.  32 

My  hvo])er  and  system  he  es  by  skyH, 

ffor  he  saide  and  lerede  Jjat  lare, 
j)at  \vha  sa  dide  his  fadyr  wiH, 

Systers  and  brejjcr  tiH  hym  )5ay  ware.  36 

]\ry  kynde  also  he  tuke  )jare  till, 

fliuH  trewly  I  tryste  J)are-fore, 
Jjat  he  win  neuer  lat  me  spyH, 

Bot  with  h[i]s  mercy  saue  my  sore.  40 

(G) 
Eftyr  his  hife  me  bude  lange, 

tfor  he  has  myn)  fuH  dere  boghte, 
When  I  was  went  fra  hym  with  wrange, 

ffra  heuen)  to  erthe  he  me  soghte.  4-4 

My  Avrechede  kynde  for  me  he  fange, 

And  aH  his  nobla}'  sette  at  noghte ; 
Pouerte  he  suffirde,  and  penance  strange, 

To  blysse  agayue  are  he  me  broglite.  48 

(') 
When)  I  was  thralle,  to  make  me  fre, 

i\Ii  lufe  fra  liiMicii)  tiH  crllie  hym  IcMlch^ ; 
My  hife  allane  hafe  walde  lie,  51 

And  ))at  my  saule  sidde  saiiede  bee  : 

}3are-fore  he  hiide  liis  lyfe  in  wc'dd(>,  53 

Wz't/i  ni}^  f:ia  ho  fanglitc  fnr  nifo  ; 

Woundidi'  111'  was  (n/(/  bitt'vly  blcddc ; 
Ills  p/rcyous  lihiilc,  t'liH  d  jilriitiM', 

ffuH  potcvoscly  for  me  was  .schedc;  57 


Tliou  wflst  a 
Mother  to 
me, 


and  fpddest 
me  with  Thy 
flcsli. 


Brother  and 
Sister  art 
Thou  to  uic 
too; 


mv  nature 

TliDU 

toukcst. 


Thou 
l)iiU;;htest 
my  love 
lull  dearly 


Thou 

sutlViPdst 

poverty. 


and  wnst 
woumlud ; 
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VIII.     HYMN    TO    JESCS    CHRIST. 


Thou  wast 
pierst  witli 
a  spear, 


and  gavest 
Thy  Ufe  for 
me. 


I  was  the 
cause  of  all 
Thy  woe. 


Thou  didst 
rise  to 
Heaven 
when  Thy 
tight  was 
won. 


Tliou  askest 
only  love  f<ir 
Thy  travail. 


Whnt 

coul list  Thou 

do  iiioie  for 

nie? 

I  ought  to 

love  Thee. 

and  do  Thy 

will. 


(8) 
His  sydes  fuH  bla  and  bludy  ware, 

That  sumtyrn)  ware  fuli  briglite  of  blec, 
His  herte  was  percbede  with  a  spere ; 

His  bludy  woundes  was  reuthe  to  see  : 
My  raunson)  I-Avys  he  payede  Jjare, 

And  gaffe  his  lyfe  for  gylte  of  me ; 
His  dulefuH  dede  burde  do  me  dere, 

And  perche  myn)  herte  for  pure  petee. 

(9) 
ffor  pete  myn)  herte  burde  breke  in  tAvo, 

To  his  kyndenes  if  I  tuke  hede  : 
Encheson)  I  was  of  aH:  his  wo, 

He  sufferde  fuH  harde  for  my  mysdede ; 
To  lastand  lyfe  for  I  sulde  goo, 

The  dede  he  tholede  in  his  manhede. 
When  his  wiH  Avas  to  lyfe  also, 

He  rasse  agayne  thurghe  his  Godhede  j 

(10) 

TiH  heuen)  he  wente  W2't/i  mekiH  blysse, 

When)  he  hade  venqwyste  his  bataile; 
His  banere  fuii  brade  displayede  es. 

"When  so  my  faa  AviH  me  assaile, 
"Wele  aghte  myn)  herte  Jian)  to  be  his, 

ffor  he  es  fat  frendc  Tpat  ncue?"  wiH  faile, 
And  na  thynge  he  wiH  I-wys, 

Lot  trewe  lufe  for  his  trauaile. 

(H) 

Thus  waldc  my  spouse  for  me  fyglite, 

And  woundide  for  me  he  was  iuR  save, 
ffor  my  lufe  his  dede  was  dyghte — 

What  kyndnes  myghte  he  do  me  mare  1 
To  ^elde  hym  his  lufe  hafe  I  na  myghte, 

Eot  lufe  hym  lelly  I  sulde  ])are-fore, 
And  wyrke  his  wiH  viiih  werkes  ryghte, 

That  he  me  leryde  -with  lufely  lore. 


61 


65 


69 


73 


77 


81 


85 


89 


VIII.     HYMN    TO   -TESUS    CHRIST. 
(12) 

His  lufly  Lire  wi\7t,  weikcs  fulfiH, 

Wele  aghte  me  wreche,  if  I  ware  kynJc, 
Nygbte  ami  dayc  to  -wirkc  liis  AviH, 

And  eaer  mare  hafo  liym  in  mynde. 
Bot  gastely  enemyse  greues  me  iH, 

And  my  frele  flesche  makes  me  tlynde, 
Tliare-forc  his  mercy  I  take  me  till, 

fi'or  Lettirc  bate  I  kane  nane  fynde. 

(13) 
Bettire  bute  es  nane  to  me, 

Bot  tiH  his  mercy  trewly  me  take, 
That  with  his  hlude  made  me  fre, 

And  me  a  wreche  his  suii)  walde  make. 
I  praye  jjat  lorde  for  his  pete, 

ffor  my  synn)  noglite  me  for-sake, 
Bot  gyffe  me  grace  syn)  for  to  flee, 

And  in  his  lufe  lat  me  nener  slake. 

A,  Ihrsn,  for  ]}e  swetnos  ]>ni  in  the  es, 

Hafe  mynde  of  me  wlien  I  saH  Avcnde  ! 
^Y)ih.  sledfa?=te  troutho  my  wittcs  vysse, 

And  dcfende  me  fra  )?e  ft-nde  ! 
ffor  pi  mercy  forgyffe  me  my  mysse, 

That  wikkede  werkes  my  saule  ne  schendc ; 
Bot  brynge  me,  Lorde,  vn-to  ]>[  blysse 

W/t//  ]>v  lo  wonn)  ^v/t//-()\vtt^•n^  onde  !     Amcii) : 

Explicit. 
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But  sjii  ritual 
foes  iiml  my 
frail  fli'sh 
hiudur  ine. 


97 


I  bf  t.ikc 
me  tf>  His 
mercy, 


101 


and  ]ir,iy 
Him  fi>r 
105    gnice  to  flee 
from  sin. 


Ah,  Jesu, 
rememlier 
me  at  my 
death, 


109 


au<l  let  me 
(hvrll  with 
Tliee  for 
1 1  ■>    ever  ! 


r^ote  the  chan-e  m  the  rymes  of  st.  1—ahaahab  nislcad_  .>f 
ahabah  Line  r> I ' is  d..ul.lless  ihc  later  inserli-ni  of  some  copier. 
Is  the  -fun,  of  lines  38,  87,  for  -fare;  and  are  its  rymcs  mre, 
lure,  for  sarc,  lard 
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[leaf 231]     QF   SAYNE   lOH^N    77/E   ElJyl  6'NGELIST. 


[Note  how  the  last  rj-me-word  of  the  long-line  part  of  each  stanza 
starts  the  short-line  one  following,  save  ia  st.  IG.] 

IX. 


Of  all  men 
the  worthiest 
was  Jolm, 


called  of  him 
wlio  was 
bom  in 
Bethlehem. 


A  bright 
jewel  among 
men, 


dearly  loved 
of  that  Lord 
who  gave  us 
life. 


(1) 

Of  aH  niankynde  j^at  he  made,  |)at  niaste  es  of  myghte, 
And  of  fie  molde  merkcde  and  mesured  that  tyde, 
"Wirchipede  he  J?ou,  Eiu^^/ugtiHst !  with  eue/'-ilke  a  wyghte 

J3at  he  wroghte  in  this  wei-lde  wonnande  so  wyde,  4 

Louede  he  f)ou  hifely  higede  in  lyghte  ! 

To  hfe  ay  in  lykynge  fat  lorde  the  relyede, 
That  in  Bedleme  was  home  of  a  hyrde  hryghte. 

That  harne  hrynge  vs  to  hlysse  J)are  heste  es  to  hyde ;      8 
To  hyde  in  his  hlysse, 
Thare  he  es,  and  his 

Dysciph'S  ilkone.  11 

Wharc  niyi'the  may  noglite  mysse, 
That  Avaye  })on  vs  wysse, 

Euamigehst  Ihon) !  14 

(2) 
lolirm,  as  J)e  gete  or  germandir  gente,  15 

As  jasper  fe  joweH  of  gentiH  perry, 
So  was  fou  daynte  as  drowry  derely  endent 

In  his  dedis  fat  for  dule  endeynede  hj'iu  to  dye.  18 

Jjou  was  lufed  of  fat  lorde  fat  vs  lyfe  leiite, 

j)ave  Avas  na  lyueande  lede  he  lete  mare  hy, 
JS'e  na  wyghte  in  fis  werlde  with  hym)  fat  went, 

And  hy  thi  werkes  I  wate  fat  fou  was  worthi.  22 
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Wele  worthi  jjou  ware, 
ffor  thi  werkes  ay-wliare, 

And  dedis  by-dene. 
Now  forthir  to  fare, 
Of  thi  mekenes  mare 

With  moutlie  wiH  I  mene. 

(3) 


25 


28 


29 


In  Galylee  g?'ffythely  gome  was  ])0U  get, 

As  Godd  of  his  gudnes  graunted  fe  g?-ace ; 
Zehede,  thi  fadir,  the  fude  fat  the  fet, 

He  fedd  the  and  fosterdc;,  ])at  faire  was  of  face ;  32 

}?ou  was  myldeste  of  mode  pai  euer  man)  mett ; 

Thi  modir  highte  Mary,  swylk  menesyng  men)  mase. 
The  seet  scho  aste  for  hir  sondes  niyght  hir  thynk  wele  sett, 
And  of  thaire  syttynge  for-sothe  hafe  sere  solace.  36 

Solace  was  it  to  \ie, 
The  pereles  of  pouste 

Called  the  fuH  styH  ;  39 

Jpou  forsukc  thi  fadir  fre, 
Schipe  and  neLt  of  pe  see, 

And  went  hym  vntiH.  42 


IwilHellof 
St.  John's 
iiieekiiess. 


He  was  bnm 
in  Galilee,  of 
Zebetko  and 
Mary. 


(4) 
Thi  modir,  thi  mohles,  aH  maner  of  thyng, 

}jat  any  man)  in  his  mynde  aftir  myghte  mene, 
Of  aH  Jje  welthe  and  fe  wanes  thou  hade  in  kepynge, 
To  cayre  with  pat  cu?»Iy  Ihdu  keste  the  fuH  clene.^ 
'With  jjat  lorde  for  to  leude  was  thi  lykynge, 
And  for  his  lufe  aH  lytlics  lefte  thou  by-dene. 
By-dene  lefte  pan  it  att, 
J?at  was  thyne  in-with  walle. 
The  werldc  pun  I'or-.suke; 
Thare-by  sett  thou  hot  smalle 
"When  thou  com)  to  his  callc, 
As  witnese  tlie  buke. 

Thou  was  witty  and  wyse,  tlii  werkes  vn-wylde, 
)pou  werede  the  fro  wyrkynges  wrechid  ])at  ware, 


43 


46 


He  left  his 
father  and 
Iiis  nets,  and 
went  to 
Jesus. 


His  mother 
ami  all  his 
worMly 
yooils  he 
abandoned 
to  fi)llow  his 
Lonl. 

[1  ?  two  lines 

missing.] 


PenfiSl,  bk 


48 


61 


64 


55     ft.  .Tohn  wiv 
wuso. 
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St.  John 
WHS  lueek 
and  jmro 
and  good. 


Akin  nfter 
the  flesh  to 
tlie  Siiviour, 
8t.  .Idlin  was 
Ilis  {aithli.l 
fiilldwer  in 
all  things. 


In  tho  Trans- 
hguration 


nml  nt  tho 
HnitjuT  s]ie- 
cial  grace 
was  slu'.wn 
to  hilii. 


69 


j)ou  -was  methe  and  inel;e  as  maydeii)  for-mylJe, 

Till  mynde  nioued  pan  fro  myse  one  ilk  a  manere.  58 

Thou  was  faire  and  fayutlcs,  w/tA  na  fylthe  filede, 

ISTe  with  na  fandj-ng  tlii  flescho  defoulede  w/'t/<  na  fere, 
ifor-tlii  was  J)ou  chosen)  chaste  as  a  childe, 

Oure  cliet'taiie  he  chose  the  vncliangide  of  chere.  62 

Thi  chere  was  fuli  chaste 
fi'ro  weikes  aii  waste, 

Xoghte  assentand  to  syn).  65 

ffuH  glide  was  thi  gaste; 
I^a  filthe  had  defaste 

The  veri'ay  vivgyii).  68 

(6) 
Tliow  was  sybbe  oure  Saueoure,  hir  syster  sone, 

Wlias  semely  sydis  saluede  oure  sare, 
]?at  was  j?e  l);yTde  so  bryghte  with  birdyne  ^ode  buii, 

And  j?e  barne  alj)e?--beste  of  body  scho  bare, 
loathe  frenchipe  ami  faythe  to  frayste  it  bese  fun), 

111  Jjat  fiely  fade  to  I'olowe  his  fare, 
Ifur-thi  w/t//  Jjat  wortlii,  Tolvni,  wald  pon  wonii\ 
And  with  hym  walke  whate  way  ]jat  his  wiH:  ware. 
Ware  his  wiH  was  to  wende, 
Or  hym  lyked  to  lende, 

Bathe  niyldely  and  stiH 
}3ou  lu'lde  fie  ay  with  |jat  hende, 
And  ferde  forthe  wiih  thi  frende, 
And  wroghte  at  his  wyH. 

{-) 
Thou  was  pi'oue  with  |iat  pryiice  in  euer-ilk  a  place ; 

To  the  he  pui)l'schede  Jje  poyntis  of  his  preuate 
ffirste  when  fat  frely  transfegurede  his  face, 

To  a  fone  of  his  folke  a  ferly  to  see. 
Seficn)  at  the  supere,  thorghe  souerayne  grace, 

j\Iany  selcouthe  syghte  scIieweJe  he  to  Ipe. 
ffor  pull  was  trayste  and  trewe,  and  folowede  his  trace, 

And  take  at  his  techyng  fat  faythfuH  es  and  free. 


7G 


79 


8-2 


83 


86 
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ffree  fro  thralle  vs  to  hrynge, 
Hegho  one  rude  -walde  he  liynge, 

So  lawe  wald  he  Icnde.  93 

And  J)ou  liis  derlyiig, 
His  modir  in  kepyng, 

To  pe  he  be-kende.  9G 

(«) 

Thou  was  bouxsom)  and  bayne,  hir  body  to  tent ;  97   st.  .loim 

And  to  liis  byddyng  bowand,  to  blysse  fat  vs  broghte ;  imiy  i,„.tiicr 

Thou  s^-^-uede  |jat  semly  tiH  hir  souc  sent  "'"'  '•'■*>• 

Aftir  hir  hyra  selfen),  and  sytlien)  bou  soghte,  100   After  her 

il(]Piirtiue, 

In-to  Asye  Jie  way  warely  thou  went,  went  into 

Thare  worthyly  werkes  of  wirchipe  bou  wroghte,  [leaf  2:!2] 

Asia,  ami 

Prechide  appe/'tely  the  puple  repent,  103  pieadiecL 

Thorghe  prikkynge  of  penance  fra  paynes  foil  tliayni)  broglito; 
Jjou  broghte  thaym  to  blysse 
Thorowe  mendynge  of  mysse ; 

Gret  kirkes  pon  made.  107 

J)e  Emperoure  of  j?is 
Was  warrfi,  as  I  wysse, 

And  hiitrcde  he  hade.  110 

(9) 
Doniycyane,  bat  deuyls  ]ym)»e,  dedeyned  at  bi  dcde,  111    Dmnitian. 

tlie  liiMtlien 

And  detnyd  the,  for  thi  doynge,  wiUi  dule  for  to  dye:  emi.cn.r, ii^.i 

liiiii  seized, 

"VV/t//  tyrauntcz  he  tuk  the  als  (heefc  in  Jjat  thude, 

Thay  toyledc  the  by-t\vene  thayni),  and  tlireted  the  thraly. 
Thase  licherouse  lurdafis,  laytheste  in  lede,  115 

To  portf'latyn)  thase  lad'les  the  ledden)  fuH  laytlicly ; 
Thane  the  boustoure  baldo,  with  barett  ho  be(Ule 

That  thay  thi  body  suld  bare  with  bale  for  to  bye.  118 

To  by  was  |jou  made  lure, 
And  done  in  a  tonn)  Iharc, 

With  oylc  wellande  hate;  1-1 

Scfien)  wald  fay  noghto  spare, 
jpay  sett  tlic  fuH  sare 

One  ane  yren)  plate.  124 


and  Iiciilcd  in 
oil;  th.'n 
];ihI  (in  an 
irou  idatc. 
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But  )io  tor- 
tures could 
hui't  him. 


Therefore  lie 
WMsbaniolied 
to  Patuios, 

where  he 
wrote  the 
Apocalj^ise, 


(10) 

Of  aH  J)e  Jedcs  ]?ay  coulhe  doo  fat  dorfe  -ware  and  diH,     125 

Thou  d3"edp  noghte,  for  ]?aire  dide  no  dere  vn-to  the; 
ffoulely  foidede  fiay  thi  flesche,  ^it  felid  Jjou  iiaiie  ilie ; 

ffor-thi  J)i  fameii)  the  flemede  owte  of  cuutre  :  128 

J5an  to  Pathmos  a  place  passcde  J)ou  vn-tyli ; 

The  apocalips  in  th&t  place  "witli  a  peri)  free 
Wysely  Jjou  Avrate  it,  witli  Avitt  and  Avith  wiH, 

And  for  thi  werke  )3ou  ware  worthi  wircliipedc  to  he.    132 
To  he  wirchiped  w/t/i  niyghte, 
])o\x.  Avare  •\vorthi  fuH  ryghte 

In  euer-ilk  a  jilaco.  135 

Thou  was  witnes  of  lyghte, 
Tli^t  wysses  eufr-ilk  a  wyghte. 

Thi  name  es  Goddes  grace.  1 38 


I?ut  Donii- 
tiau  being 
slain, 


\w  rctuniod 
to  Ei»ln-,sus, 


wliere  he  ia 

joyfully 

received. 


[leaf  232,  bk] 

He  raises 
Drucyane 
to  life. 


Grotc  gmcc  was  )?o  gylfcn)  avd  grauntedc  also,  139 

Tluirghe  his  gudnes  J)at  gyfes  vs  aH  gyftes  of  niayno. 
Whils  )30U  suggeourned  in  {)at  suyle,  Domycyanc  thi  foo, 

At  a  senile  )jat  segge  in  certayne  was  slayne.  1-12 

Jjaii  fiou  gysed  the  gerne,  and  gafe  Jje  to  goo 

TyH  Epliesyni)  graythely  jje  gates  ])at  ware  gayne. 
ffecle  folke  ware  thi  frendes  |)are  J?ou  ferde  froo. 

And  for  to  frayste  of  thi  fare  )je  to]?er  ware  fayne.         1 IG 
ffayne  Avare  ]je  folke  free. 
And  come  rynnande  to  the, 

And  hailsed  the  hame.  149 

And  saide  jjiis  vn-to  the, 
'  Blissedc  ay  mote  he  he, 

jjat  c('??2mes  in  Goddes  name  !  *  152 

(12) 

Thane  was  Drucj-ane  dede,  thi  derlynge  so  dere,  153 

And  suldc  to  delfynge  be  done,  dredles  pat  daye ; 

Bot  pou  bade  thayme  habyde  and  sett  downe  ))o  here, 

Thou  blyssede  ])e  body,  bare  Jiare  it  laye.  ISH 

Scho  sett  hir  vp  softely  with  a  blytfie  chere, 

Als  scho  hade  slcpede  it  semede,  sothe  for  to  saye. 
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})ny  hade  wondir  of  |);it  wyglite,  J)e  wyes  J)at  ))erc  ware, 

And  aH  wiivhipedo  tlii  werke  j^at  weutc  Ly  fe  waye.         160 
By  pG  way  Jja}'-  fiat  went, 
)3ay  Icftc!  landis  and  rent 

"W/t//  tlie  for  to  wentle.  163 

To  no  thyng  tnlce  paj  tent ; 
And  sone  sum  of  thayin  repent. 

By  fondyng  of  ])G  fende.  166 

(13) 
]5ay  ware  cu??i"byrde  in  couetyse,  )je  caytefs  had  care,  1G7 

ffor  paire  knaues  ware  cledde  in  clethyng  fuH  clene. 
And  fay  hade  no  thyng  in  liande  as  fay  liad  hadde  are, 

And  ware  noghtc  halden)  so  niyghty  as  fay  hade  are  bene, 
ffor-thi  wroghte  fou  faire  wiH  :  of  w^andes  fat  ware, ,  171 

Thow  made  gold  f uH:  glide,  and  gafe  f am  I  Avene ; 
Smale  stanes  of  f e  see  saynede  f ou  fare, 

And  fay  warre  saphirs  for-sotlie,  was  nane  swylke  sene.    174 
Sene  swylke  was  fare  none, 
ffor  fyne  pj'ecyouse  stone. 

The  wandos  when)  fou  hadde,  177 

J3ay  Avare  golde  ylkone, 
)3ou  gafe  thaym)  Avelthe  mare  wone 

j)an  fay  eue?'  hadde.  180 

"When)  fay  had  welthe  more  wane  fan)  fay  ener  hewanwe,    181 

Jjay  wente  home  by  f e  Avaye,  vnwysely  fay  Avroghte. 
A  3onge  barne  in  fat  burghe  was  dede  ryghte  thanwe ; 

}?at  ilke  body  fat  hyni  bare,  to  bale  scho  Avas  broghte.      181 
His  modir  come  m?irnande,  Avith  hir  many  mamie, 

To  the  made  thay  thayre  mane,  mele  myghte  thay  noghte ; 
And  for  thay  grett  so  grysely,  to  grete  fou  by-gan?ze, 

To  Godd  of  his  gudnes  sefen)  fou  be-soghte.  188 

Jpou  be-soghte  Godd  of  myghte ; 
J?an)  fe  childe  rase  vjie-ryghte, 

And  tolde  fam)  fuH  euen)  191 

}5at  lett  by  f  i  lare  lyghte. 
And  couctedc  fe  golde  bryghte, 

IIow  fay  liadd  loste  heuen).  194 


St.  John 
tiinis  sticks 
into  gold, 
and  makes 
precious 
stones. 


He  raises  a 
cliild  to  life, 
who  testiCies 
against  the 
lovers  of 
gold. 
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The  gold- 
lovers  do 
penance,  and 
the  gold  and 
precious 
stones  turn 
back  again. 


[leaf  233] 


A  ctmning 
clerk  called 
Craton  oj)- 
posed  John, 


nnd  tried  to 
poison  him. 


Tlic  poison 
sl;iys  two 
prisoners, 


but  John  re- 
stoied  them, 
and  drank 
the  cup 
witliout 
harm. 


(15) 
Than  thay  wepede  and  woiyede  jjaire  Averke  and  jjaire  "wyH,  195 

\)at  ]jay  for  "welthe  of  ]>e  -weiide  sulde  wende  vu-to  woo  ; 
Thow  said  "  wiR  ^e  suffire  sothely  and  stiH 

Seuen)  dayes  penance?"  and  sonwe  said  thay  '300.'  198 

Thay  tuke  at  tlii  tecliynge  and  traysted  J)ar-tyH, 

J5ay  had  forthyukyng  in  thoghte  f)at  ))ay  it  fledde  froo. 
pe  pj'ecyouse  stones  semly  to  see  appon)  syH, 

And  fie  golde  in  thaire  kynde  a-gayne  gun)  fiay  goo.  202 

Thay  go  a-gayne  in  degre 
As  f)aire  kynde  was  to  bee 

Stones  as  ])ay  Avare.  205 

The  golde  tuinede  to  wandis  free  : 
pan)  fat  syglite  fra  thay  see, 

Myse  didd  fay  na  mare.  208 

(16) 
In  fat  ciintre  was  a  clerke  knawen)  and  kende ;  209 

)pay  callede  hym  '  Craton)  f  e  cunande  '  thurghe  owte  clergy ; 
AH  f e  lande  and  fat  lede  fat  he  gun)  in  lende, 

With  his  lawes  and  his  lare  warre  fay  ledd  by;  212 

Jjat  philosopliir,  aH  fe  folkc  faste  he  defende 

That  thay  suld  noghte  in  thi  faythe,  lohan,  fani)  affy. 
pns  mcrrede  he  fe  men)  faire  niysse  for  to  monde, 

And  thurghe  mawmetis  he  made  mony  a  maystry,  21 G 

Thurgh  thajmi  the  he  soghte, 
fl'or  the,  lohcai,  forsothe  he  Avroghte, 

A  puyson)  to  profe  the.  219 

He  saide,  as  he  thoghte, 
If  it  noyede  the  noghte, 
pan)  wahlc  he  lufe  the. 


(1") 
Bot  fat  puj'son)  to  profe,  that  prouddeste  in  palte, 

Profirde  it  two  presoners  Avas  puneschedo  in  pyne ; 
Als  faste  als  fay  felyd  it,  doAvne  dede  gun)  fay  falle, 

So  was  it  fell  for  to  frayste,  fe  fylthe  W'as  so  fyne. 
Bot  J)Ou  sauede  thaym)  alsone  seande  thayni  aile, 

And  saynede  f  e  coppe  SAA'etely,  and  suppede  it  off  syne, 
TliOAV  hade  no  harme  :  fat  be-helde  fat  hendeste  in  haH ; 

And  to  the  hally  fay  heledide,  bathe  he  and  his  hyne. 


222 


223 


226 


230 
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Ilis  hyiie  holly  and  he 
Trewely  trowede  Jjare  to  ])g, 

Be-come  fare  thi  brothire.  233 

Yion  saide  to  jjat  meii^e, 
"Luke  fat  30  hifande  be, 

Ilkone  to  o]?c/-."  236 

(18) 
Thou  bade  thaym  be  free  to  frayste  in  paire  fare,  237 

ffaythefuH  and  frendely  tiH  euerilk  a  fere  : 
'  What  may  fis  niene,'  quod  these  men),  '  mone  it  vs  mare, 

We  hafe  no  mencyon)  ne  mynde  of  fis  matere.'  240 

"  It  es  fe  co??«ma[n]deme/it  of  Criste  fat  I  30W  declare, 

To  kejje  it  be  connande  aH  mankynde  clere, 
Luke  3e  releue  ilke  a  lede  fat  lykes  joure  lare, 

To  lufe  ilk  man)  as  3oure  selfe  this  lesson)  36  lere.  244 

To  lere  nowe  f  is  ryghte, 
Gret  Godd  of  his  myghte 

Graunte  30W  fe  grace  !  247 

And  IhgA'U,  fat  worthi  wj'ghte, 
Helpe  vs  aH  to  fat  lyghte 
For  to  see  his  face."  250 

(19) 
Wyse  meii)  and  witty  fat  of  thi  werkes  wyste,  251 

Weled  the  for  wo[r]thi  wirchipe  to  welde  ; 
To  be  f aire  beschope,  blethely  fay  bodde  the  so  blyste, 

ffor  fou  myghte  in  thaire  bale,  beste  be  thaire  belde,        254 
Thay  menskede  the  Avith  manhede  with  mytir  vn-myste. 

And  folowed  thi  fare  freely  in  lathe  and  in  felde ; 
Thus  thow  lyffede  in  the  lande  wliils  oure  Lorde  lyste ; 

And  when)  hym  lykede,  he  laglite  the  thi  gaste,  fou  gun) 
hym  3elde.  258 

ffor  to  3elde  the  thi  mede, 
In  heuen)  for  thi  gude  dede, 

When)  fou  hefen)  paste,  261 

He  was  redy  we  rede. 
To  fat  lyghte  he  vs  Icdc, 

)5at  cue/-  more  saH  laste  !     Anion)  1  264 

Explicit 


lie  preaches 
brotherly 
love  and 
clxarity. 


Tlie  wise  men 
of  Ejihesus 

[leaf  233,  bk] 

desire  John 
to  be  their 
bishop. 
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[leaf  279] 


EAPiTH   TO   EARTH. 


Man  made 
of  earth 


Sfts  all  his 
thoughts  on 
eiiitli,_ 


and  not  on 
how  he  must 
go  liark  to 
earth, 
[leaf  279,  bk] 


He  wins 
castles  and 
towers. 


and  goes 
glittering 
in  gold ; 


but  when  he 
is  earth  he 
will  stink 
foully. 


X. 

Memento  Homo  ftuod  Sinis  Es, 
Et  in  cenerem  Eeuerteris. 

(1) 
Erthe  owte  of  ertlie  es  wondirly  wroghte, 

Erthe  hase  getyn  one  erthe  a  dignyte  of  noglite, 

Ertlie  appuu)  erthe  hase  sett  alle  his  thoghte, 

How  Jjat  ertlie  appon)  erthe  may  be  lieglie  hroglite.  4 

(2) 
Erthe  appoii)  erthe  wolde  he  a  kynge ; 
Bot  ho  we  \)at  ertlie  to  erthe  saH,  thynkis  he  no  thyuge. 
When)  erthe  bredis  erthe,  and  his  rentis  home  brynge/ 
Thane  schalle  erthe  of  erthe  hafe  fuH  harde  partyiige.  8 

(3) 
Erthe  appoi))  erthe  wyiinys  casteHs  and  towrrys, 
Thane  saise  erthe  vn-to  erthe,  '  this  es  aHe  owrris ; ' 
When)  erthe  appon)  erthe  hase  bigged  vp  his  bowrris, 
Thane  schalle  erthe  for  erthe  snffire  scharpe  scowrrys.  12 

(4) 
Erthe  gose  appon)  erthe  as  golde  appon)  golde : 
He  that  gose  appon)  erthe  gleterande  as  golde, 
Lyke  als  erthe  neiie/-  more  goo  to  erthe  scholde, 
And  3itt  scliaH  erthe  vn-to  erthe  3a  rathere  fan)  he  wolde,     16 

(5) 
Xow  why  fat  erthe  liiffis  erthe,  wondire  me  thynke, 
Or  why  fat  erthe  for  erthe  scholde  ofer  swete  or  swynke ; 
ifor  when)  fat  erthe  appon)  erthe  es  broghte  w/t/<-in  brynke, 
Thane  schaHe  erthe  of  erthe  hafe  a  foulle  stynke.  20 

Mors  Soluit  Om??ia 


In  the  margin  are  these  lines  : 
Lim«s 
Homo 
Prira?A<t 
Sordeus. 


Mu[t]are  Nequimus, 

Vnde  Superbimus 

Terram  Terra  [or  Terre  Redimus]. 


^  This  line  is  repeated  in  the  MS. 
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INDEX  OF  NAMES. 


Alisalom,  81 /28. 
Aaam,  4/12,  80/l. 
Anna,  65/197. 
A})08tles,  Christ's,  7O/377. 
Asia,  91/101. 

Austine,  St.,  35/28;  liis  story  ufa  Priest, 
57/13. 

Bartholomew,  St.,  5.'^»'20. 
Bernard,  St.,  29/30,  57/ 1 8. 
Bethlehem,  88/7. 

Bowsomeness  (Obedience),  Damsel,  50/ 
15- 

Canticles,  58/19. 

Charity,  the  Lady  Abbess,  51 /32,  52/ 

11,59/4. 
Contemplation,  the  builder.  51/ii. 
Courtesy,  the  Receiver  of  Guests,  54/ 

35- 

Craton,  a  Clerk,  94/2 10. 

Cunning   (Knowledge),    the   Granary- 
keeper,  55/18. 

Daniel,  the  Book  of,  ,58/5. 

David,  50/27,  51/24,  71/404,  &c. 

Devil,  the,  58/36. 

Devotion,   the   CcUaress,   51/ 19,   54/7, 

56/29. 
Discretion,  Damsel.  03/13.  5O/29. 
Doniitian,  that   Devil's   limb,    91/iii, 

92/ 141. 
Dread,  the  Portress,  54/26. 
Drucian,  92/153. 

Edumnd,  St.,  Arcidip.  of  Canlerbur}^,  p. 

15,  4H/21. 
Eli,  67/261. 
Envy,  Damsel,  58/34. 
KEL.   PIKCEa. 


EiihesuR,  92/144. 
Eve,  4/12,  8O/1. 

False-Deeming,  Damsel,  58/35. 
Forte  (Strength),  Damsel,  5O/33. 

Gabriel,  Angel,  37/20. 

Galilee,  89/29. 

Gaytrige,  Don  John,  1  'i. 

God,   1/12,   13,  &c.,  U2/152,  9.3/188-9, 

&c. 
Gregory,  St.,  35/28. 
Grudging,  Damsel,  58/35. 

Ilerod,  fiG/206. 

Holy  Ghost,  3/9,  76/1,  &c. ;  his  Abbry, 

p.  49—59. 
Honesty,  the  Mistress  of  the  Novices, 

54/31. 

Jealousy,  the  Time-keeper,  57/36. 
Jesus  Christ,  8/7,  &c. 
Jewry,  67/259. 

Jews,  the,  65/194,  66/230,  &c. 
Joim,  the  Apostle,  88/14,  <^c. 
John  the  Baptist,  65/174. 
Jordan,  the  River,  60/175. 
Jubilation,  the  Channtress,  5.3/31. 
Judas,  the  Trailni',  65/193,  68/304. 

Largesse,  the  Almsgiver,  55/17. 
Love  of  Cleanness,  ;\Iaidi>n,  49/17. 
Loyalty,  the  Hospital-Nurse,  55/13, 

Magdalene,  Maiy,  5O/7. 

Mary,  the  Virgiu,  3/32,  73/i,  77/45,  '^^/ 

34.  &t-. 
I\Iatliew,  St.,  9/7. 
Matthew,  F.  D.,  p.  14. 
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Meditation,  the  Granary-keeper,  51/20, 

55/19,  56/20. 
Meekness,  Maiden,  49/21. 
Meekness,     the     Sub-prioress,     52/21, 

59/6. 
]\Iercy,  the  Ahnoner,  54/24. 
Michael,  Angel,  37/20. 
Miserecorde  (Pity),  Damsel,  5O/15. 

Nassington,  William,  p.  60. 
Nebuchadnezzar,  5.5/6. 

Oration  (Prayer),  the  builder,  51/il. 
Orison,  the  Chauntress,  53/15. 

Patmos,  92/129. 

Paul,  St.,  38/26,  52/4,  10. 

Penance,  the  Cook,  64/ii. 

Pilate,  66/210. 

Pity,  the   Butler  or  Pittancer,  54/23, 

56/20. 
Porte  Latyn,  91/ii6. 
Poverty,  Maiden,  49/23. 
Predication,  the  builder,  51/io. 
Pride,  Damsel,  68/34. 


Raphael,  Angel,  37/21. 
Reason,  the  Purveyor,  55/ll. 
Righteousness,  ]\hiiden,  49/ 16. 
Ruefulness,  the  builder,  51/ 19. 

Samson,  8I/30. 

Shrift,  the  builder,  51/io. 

Sinnnons,  Canon,  p.  14. 

Simplicity,    Courtesy's    fellow-damsel, 

55/4. 
Soberness,  the  Reader,  54/20. 
Solomon,  5O/23,  8O/10  ;  8I/26. 
Sutlerauce  (Patience),  Damsel,  5O/32. 

Temperance,  the  Waiter,  54/i8. 
Thoresby,  Archbp.,  p.  1,  heading,  1.  2  ; 
p.  14. 

Wisdom,  Book  of,  28/26." 
Wisdom,  the  Prioress,  52/i6,  59/s  ;  the 
Granary-keeper,  55/19. 

Zebedec,  89/31. 
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A,  adj.  one,  8/4,  15/g. 
Abowte-gangande,  surrounding,  47/9. 
Affy,  vh.  trust,  have  confidence  in,  94/ 

214. 
Agayne-stande,  vh.  resist,  17/l8. 
Alegeance,  sb.  lightening,   alleviation, 

8/22,  28/22  (0.  Fr.  Alef/eance). 
Alkyn^  adj.  all  sorts  of,  5/6,  8/10. 
Als-tite,  adv.  as  soon,   at  once,  I8/31, 

22/26. 
Althire-beste,  adj.  best   of  all,   3I/27. 

Althir  =  genitive  aller. 
Alfjir-myghtyeste,  adj.  mightiest  of  all, 

31/26. 
Althirwyseste,  adj.  wisest  of  all,  3I/27. 
Alweldande,  adj.  ruling  over  all,  70/ 

372.  76/4. 
Ambynowre,  sb.  almoner,  54/24. 
Anehede,  sb.  unity,  45/27. 
Anence,  adv.  anent,  concerning,  2/35. 
Anlypy,  adj.  single,  unmarried,  13/22 

(A.-S.  a)ili]iiij). 
Anonren',  vb.  honour,  22/13. 
Anykyn*,  adj.  any  sort,  3I/33. 
Apertely,  appertely,  adv.  openly,  45/34, 

91/103. 
Apperte,  adj.  in  apperte,  openly,  22/33. 
Are,  adv.   erewhile,   before,  8I/41,  93/ 

170. 
Assethe,  sb.  restitution,  6/24.    The  early 

form    of    the    word    '  Assets.'      See 

Glossary  to  I'ricke  of  Conscience  (ed. 

M.irris). 
Assoylede,  pp.  absolved,  6/24,  30. 
At,  prep,  to,  21/17. 
At,  that,  48/1. 
At  he,  sb.  oath,  6/26. 
Anghte,  sb.  one's  own,  possessions,  81/ 

49- 
Aughten\  adj.  eighth,  6/7;  aughtencd, 

28/13. 
Avowtry,  sb.  adultery,  I3/24. 


Avj^sede,  adj.  foreseen,  expected,  20/i2. 

(No  doubt  '  [unjavysede.') 
Awe,  irb.  ought,  owe,  I/27,  5/2,  8/20. 
A5'ers,  sb.  heirs,  31/21. 
Aysell,  sb.  vinegar,  67/252. 

Barott,   sb.    fierceness,  savage   enmity 

(Halliwell),  9I/117. 
Barne-tyme,  sb.  progenj',  58/34  (0.  E. 

bearn-tedm). 
Bathere,  yen.  of  both,  8  '32. 
Baylyes,  sb.  governors,  .o3/io. 
Bayne,  adj.  ready,  9I/97. 

"So  hayn  were  >ay  b(i]'e  two  his  bone 
for  to  wyrk." — Allit.  Poems,  c.  136. 
Bedleme.  sb.  Bethlehem,  88/7. 
Behouse,  vb.  behoves,  7^/62. 
Bekende,  vb.  committed,  entrusted,  91/ 

96. 
Belde,   sb.    protection,    95/254.      Also 

used  as  a  verb,  to  be  in  safetj*. 

"Ewyre  to  byde  and  to  hcldc  iu  blysse 
with  hyin  selvene." 

Mortc  Arthitrc,  1.  8. 
Bernes,  si.  trumpets,  8I/37. 
Benysone,  sb.  blessing,  3O/13. 
Bese,  vb.  is,  88/94. 
Besily,  adv.  busily,  heedfully,  88/32. 
Betakynde,  betokened,  3O/34. 
Bete,  vb.  make  better,  heal,  75/71. 
Bewaiine,  vb.  won,  a  stronger  form  of 

waiine,  93/i8i. 
Bigged,  vh.  buildod,  9fi/ir. 
F^inlyiic,  s1>.  burden,  90/71. 
Ble  or  blee,  sh.  coniplcxiou,  82/87. 

"Us  bus  liiive  a  blode  baudo,  or  )>i  lie 
ciiangc." — MorU:  Arl/mre,  2.")7l). 
Blynnes,  vb.  cease.*!,  2/i. 

"And  f^ot  no  ku^o  he  nogt  hliinu; 
For  to  (Ion  an  oSor  sinin'. " 

G'ciusi.s  (did  Kcodiis,  2S9. 
U    2 
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Bolleuynge,  sh.  swelling,  12/ii. 
Boste,  sh.  boasting,  II/32. 
Boustoure,  sb.  boaster,  tyrant,  9I/117. 
Boiixonie,  adj.  obedient,   6/27,  2O/14, 

91/97. 
Bowiie,  aJj.  ready,  82/65. 
Bowsomnes,  buxomness,  50/ 15. 
Brwke,  vb.  enjoy,  receive,  82/8o. 
BryTike,   sb.    ?  edge    of    grave,    bank, 

mound,  96/19. 
Brynnynge,  sb.  burning,  22/32. 
Bun,  adv.  promptly,  90/7 1. 
Burde,  vb.  beloved,  86/64,  66. 
Bus,  Buse,  Bude,  vb.  belioves,  bebovcd, 

8/5,  81 /38,  85/41. 
Bute,  sb.  boot,  remedy,  87/97. 
l}y-dene,  adv.  tliereto,  besides,  89/25  - 

strajghtway,  89/48. 
Bye,  vb.  abye,  abide,  endure,  91/ii8. 
Byliouely,  adu.  fittingly,  properly,  5/i2. 
Byrde,  sb.  lady,  virgin,  88/7,  90/7 1. 
Byse,  sb.  fine  linen,  64/147  (JNI.  (iotliic 

bwssaun,  Gr.  fivaaoQ,  Hebrew  Bills). 

"Sum  man  was  rich  and  was  clotliid  in 
purpur  and  hiys,  and  he  eet  ech  day 
schynyngli." 

Luke  xvi.  1 9.     TVickliffc. 

Cardinal  Virtues,  Four,  28/24. 

Carpyng,  sb.  speaking,  7/22. 

Catell,  sb.  chattels,  goods,  property,  6/ 

2J. 

"Bekfinnes  >e  catd  to  >e  kyng,  >at  he 
cajt  h!xde."—AllU.  Poems,  1296. 

Cayre,  vb,  turn,  go,  89/46. 

Caytefly,  adv.  wretcliedly,  .38/34. 

Caytife'de,  adj.  wretched,  37/ 10. 

Cely,  vide  Sely. 

Chasty,  vb.  chastise,  correct,  9/ 17,  21/ 

26  (0.  Fr.  chastier). 
Chaufe,  vb.  warm,  74/53  (Fr.  chauffer). 
Chese,  vb.  choose,  II/3. 
Clatheles,  adj.  clothesless,  9/lo. 
Clede,  vb.  clad,  66/222. 
Clowtis,  sb.  cloths,  4O/27. 
Collacyonc,  sb.    lecture,   22/26.     Coni-_ 

pare  Mod.  Fr.  conference. 
Connnunprs,  sb.  partakers  of,  l/io. 
Comonyngo,  sb.  communion,  3/17. 
Complyn',  sb.  the  last  or  closing  service 

of  the  eveTung,  44/2. 
Conabilly,  adv.  carefully,  18/8. 
Couaude,  adj.  cunning,  skilful,  49/i6. 


Conandel)',  adi\  carefullv,  thoroughly, 

14/2,4- 
Conaundenes,  sb.  care,  skill,  thought, 

12/34. 
Contekes,  sb.  contests,  24/3. 
Contende,  contained,  86/30. 
Cufere,  vb.  cover,  ct^nceal,  82/77. 
Cumly,  adj.  comely,  fair  one,  89/46. 
Cun,  vb.  to  know,  to  know  how,  to  be 

able,  1/27,  2/30  (A.-S.  cunnan). 

Dalfe  {prct.  of  delve),  dug,  8O/1. 
Debonerte,  sh.  kindness,  gentleness,  79/ 

96. 
Ded,  dede,  sb.  death,  8/22,  26/19. 
Dedeyned,  vh.   disdained,   was   angr^', 

91/III. 
Defaute,    sb.    lack,    want,    29/28    (Fr. 

Defaut). 
D<'fend,  vb.  forbid,  37/i9. 
Defulo,   vb.    overcoiuf,   46/29    (0-   Fr. 

dcfoiller). 
Denie,  vb.  think,  judge,  8/24,  2I/9,  91/ 

112. 
Demyng,  sh.  thinking,  reasoning,  judg- 
ing, 62/82. 
Dere,  sb.  mischief,  harm,  92/i26. 
Derely,  adv.  richly,  88/17. 
Derfe,  adj.  strong,  92/125. 
Dill,  adj.  secret,  cunning,  92/125. 
Do,  vb.  put,  58/31. 
Dolven',  vh.  buried,  4/io. 
Do  owte,  put  away,  turn  out,  8/15. 
Dortour,  sh.  the  dormitory,  51/i2  (Fr. 

Dortoir). 
Doungen*,  vb.  beaten  violently,  41/22. 
Dowte,  vh.  do  out,  i)ut  away,  avoid, 

22/28. 
Dredles,  adv.  certainly,  92/154. 
l>rorylj-,  adv.  nn'serably,  31/20,  41 /i 2. 
Drewry,  sh.  love,  75/6^;  jewel,  88/17. 
Dule,  si.  sorrow,  trouble,  88/18,  91/li2. 

Comp.  O.  Fr.  Doler,  Kouffrlr. 
Dynge,  adj.  worthy,  6H/93  {Fr.  Dic/ne). 
Dysses,  si.  want  of  ease,  discomfort,  25/5, 
Dyssessede,  vb.  disseized,  made  to  give 

up,  6/28  (Fr.  Dessaisir). 

Efter,  prep,  according  to,  7/13. 

Kke,  vb.  increase,  7O/348. 

Elacion,  sb.  pride,  self-sufficiency,  23/ 

21. 
Elde,  sh.  age,  2/26,  7/13. 
Klyke,  adv.  alike,  52/22. 
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Encheson\  sh.  reason,  cause,  15/ii. 
Emlent,  adj.  fixed,  set,  88/17. 
Eiuleyiiede,  vh.  condescended,  deigned, 

88/iS. 
Enpridc,  vh.  pride  oneself,  2.3/24. 
Esehape,  vb.  escape,  16/32  (0.  Fr.  Es- 

diaper). 
Eiien-cristyn,   sh.    fellow-christians,  2/ 

19,6/18,10/27. 
Eveiilietl'',  sh.  moderation,  II/12. 
Euynly,a(it;.  evenly,  equally,  11/4,34/21. 

Fallace,  sh.  deceit,  82/77  (Lat. /aZZada). 
Falles  (till),  vb.  belongs  to,  15/6. 
FaineiP,  sh.  foemen,  77/50,  92/i28. 
Fande,  vh.  try,  endeavour,  tempt,  6/32, 

11/26,  17/17. 
Fandynge,  sh.  temptation,  II/9,  20/i2. 
Fare,  vh.  go,  78/74. 
Fasynge,  sh.  performing, 64/157.   Comp, 

Fr.  fuisant. 
Felawrede,  sh.  fellovs^ship,  8/17. 
Fellenes, sJ.  bitterness,  awfidness,46/i2. 
Ferde,  vh.  went,  90/8i,  92/145  (pret.  of 

fare,  A.-S.  faran). 
Fere,  adj.  vigorous,  alive,  8O/1 1.    {King 

Horn,  1.  149.) 
Fere,  sh.  companion,  comrade,  90/6o, 

95/238. 
Ferly,  sh.  wonder,  90/86. 
Fennorye,  sh.  infirmary,  5I/19,  55/15. 
Fet,  vb.  fetcbed,  89/31. 
tfeele,  adj.  many  (Ger.  viel),  92/145. 
Firtbe,  sh.  enclosed  land,  95/256. 
Fleniede,   vb.  banislied,  92/ 128  (A.-S. 

jieina,  a  fugitive). 
Flom>,    sh.    river,    65/175.      (Used    in 

MandeviUe.) 
Flytynge,  sh.  contention,  I2/13. 

"Stynst  of  ])y  strot  and  fyne  to  flyfe 
And  sccli  hys  blyj'e  full  swefte  and 
swyfe." — Allit.  rueins,  A.  353. 

Fondyng,  temptation,  93/i66.    See/a»- 

dymj. 
Fone,  adj.  few,  3O/9,  90/86. 
Forbysen',  sb.  example,  7O/361. 
Force,  sh.  necessity,  45/2  :   a   French 

usage. 
Forhewe,  vb.  despise,  reject,  avoid,  11/ 

1 9   (A.-S.   for-hiujian,    Genesis   and 

Exodus,  .3814). 
Forluke,  sh.  foresight,    predestination, 

4/13. 


Forme-fadyrs,  sh.  forefathers,  I/16,  20. 
For-thynkyngo,  sb.  sorrowfully  tliiuk- 

iiig    over,    repenting,    8/4,    94/200. 

The  for  iiiteiisitive,  as  in  for-sjjent, 

foi-strauglit,  for-wept,  for-lorn,  &c. 
Founde,  vh.  journey,  78/74,  83. 
Fourtede,  fortieth,  4/20. 
Fratour,  sh.  the  hall  where  the  bretliren 

met,  51/10. 
Frayste,  vb.  try,  9O/73,  92/146,  95/237. 
ffreenes,  sh.  freedom,  liberty,  39/21. 
Frenmiede,  adj.  not  of  kin,  5/36. 
Fulle,  adj.  foul,  11/9. 
Fulle,  vh.  befoul,  defile,  4I/9, 
Fun',  vh.  found,  9O/73. 
Fyaunce,  sb.  trust,  79/93. 
Fyle,  vh.  defile,  7/17,  65/i82. 

Gates,  sh.  ways,  92/144. 

Gayne,   adj.    near,   92/144.      Compare 

usage  of  against,  in  "Against   the 

gate." 
Gelery,   sb.    cheating,   trickery,  I2/33. 

See    Glossary    to    HampoWs    Short 

'Treatises. 
Gente,  adj.  graceful,  88/15. 
Germandir.  sh.  V  some  precious  stone, 

88/15. 
Gerne,  adv.  readily,  eagerly,  92/143. 
Gt-rte  or  gere,  vh.  make,  cause,  6/27. 
Gete,  sh.  jet,  88/15. 
Gome,  sb.  man,  89/29. 
Gouernaylle,  sh.  governor,  33/34. 
Grauen',  vb.  buried,  28/5. 
Graythely,  adv.  truly,  89/29 !   readily, 

quickly,  92/144  (Gloss.  Allit.  Poems). 

"As  mathcw  melej  in  3our  messe, 
In  snthful  gospel  of  god  al-myjt, 
lu  sample  he  can  full  qraythchj  gesse." 
Allit.  Poems,  A.  496. 

Grete,  vh.  cry,  9.3/187;  Grett  (pret.  of 
grete),  cried,  lamented,  93/187. 

Grewe,  greek,  45/14. 

Gruche,  vh.  grudge,  48/3. 

Gryscly,  adv.  terribly,  93/187. 

Grysse,  sb.  grass,  21/7,  62/88. 

Gude-docrs,  sb.  benefactors,  20/8. 

Gulyardy,  sb.  trifling,  vanity,  35/27. 

Gun',  vb.  began,  68/276,  69/336.  Fre- 
quently used  as  an  auxiliary.  See 
Glossary  to  Pricke  of  Conseience. 

Gylteste,  adj.  V  meaning,  32/i2. 

Gysed,  vh.  prepared,  92/143. 
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Habade,  vh.  waited  for,  lJ^/i6. 
Hailsrd,  vh.  saluted,  92/149. 
Haldande,  adj.  grasping,  2H/36. 
Halowes  or  halous,  si.  saints,  5/19,  20/ 

II. 
Hannkede,  p7?.  entangled,  II/24. 
Hateredyn^  sh.  hatred,  I2/3. 
Hatten',  vh.  hight,  called,  named,  II/35, 

13/19. 
Hanynge,  sh.  ability,  jjower,  ?  wealth, 

5/34- 
Hawe,  sh.  a  trifle,  tlie  least  bit,  82/63. 

From  tlie  beiry  of  the  hawthorn. 
Hede-thewe,  sh.  chief  quality,  IO/5. 
Hele,  adj.  safe,  8/21. 
Heledide,  vh.  {j)ret.  of  helde),  yielded, 

submitted,  94/230. 

"Than   they  heldcde  to  hir  hest  alle 
holly  at  ones." 

Mortc  Arthurc,  3369. 
Hi'k'lynge,  sh.  hiding,  G/5  (A.-S.  helau). 
Hendc,    adj.    graceful,    gentle,   90/8o ; 
hendeste,  94/229. 

"And    the   hendeste   in   hawle    undire 
heveue  riche." 

Mortc  Arthurc,  3880. 
Hendely,  adv.  with  grace,  55/ 1. 
Herbere.  vh.  harbour,  29/7. 
Herberles,    adj.    without    harbour    or 

shelter,  29/8. 
Herbery,  sh.  harbour,  refuge,  29/13. 
Herne-panne,  sh.  brain-pan,  skull,  66/ 

226. 
Heryede,  vh.  harried,  spoiled,  4/ii. 
Hete,  vh.  tell,  promise,  88/94. 
HeJ^eti*,  adv.  hence,  8/25. 
Hethynge,  sh.  scorn,  mockery,  ridicule, 

39/4,41/9,66/229. 

"And  henttej  Jiem  in  he\iyng,  an  usage 
vn-cleue." — Allit.  Poems,  710. 

Heuede,  sh.  head,  power  over,  5/25. 

Heyn\  adv.  hence,  78/74. 

Hippynge,  si.  hopping  over  or  omitting 

piirt  of  the  service,  39/4. 
Homerynge,  sh.  nuitiering,  mumbling, 
.      39/4. 

Hopes,  vh.  thinks,  II/31. 
Horssyng,  sh.  equipage,  state,  23/29. 
How-gates,  adv.  how,  in  whut  way,  25/ 

36. 
Howss3'nge,  sh.  building,  50;2i. 
Hyghte,    vh.    said,    promised,    25/23; 

hyghttes,  promises,  57/2. 


Hyne,  sh.  servants,  94/230.  95/i. 
Hyrdes,  sh.  shepherds,  4O/32. 
Hyr  one,  by  herself,  bbjib. 

Ingate,  sh.  entrance,  51  6,  59/27. 
In-manges,  prep,  among,  46/7. 

Kenne,  vh.  teach,  86/21. 
Kennynge,  sh.  instruction,  2I/26. 
Kide,  vh.  shewed,  63/ioi. 
Knaweliggynge,  sh.  knowing,  57/6. 
Koune.     See  Can. 
Kycliynnere,  sh.  cook,  54/ii. 
Kynde,  sh.  nature,  28/ii. 
Kynredyn',  sh.  kindred,  I7/33,  23/26. 

Lache,  vh.  abandon,  leave,  I3/9.     Fr. 

Ldclte.r. 
Laghte,  vh.  took,  95/258. 
Lame,  sh.  loam,  clay,  8O/5. 
Langes,  vh.  belongs,  I/25. 
Lare,  sh.  lore,  doctrine,  I/25,  6/2. 
Large,  adj.  bountiful,  47/ 12,  13,  16. 
Latesomnes,  sh.   slowness,   delay,    un- 
willingness, 13/8. 
Lathe,  adj.  loath,  18/13. 
Lawede,  adj.  lewd,  ordinary,  c]iposed 

to  Icrede,  5/17;  lawede,  vh.  lowered, 

hmnbled?,  32/32. 
Layke,  sh.  strife,  39/3. 
Laythel}-,  adv.  wickedly,  91/ii6. 
Laj'theste,  adj.  most  vile,  hateful  (A.-S. 

lath),  91/115. 
Lede,  sh.  people,  88/20,  9I/115,  94/211. 
Lefte,  vh.  lift,  46/24. 
Lelly,  adv.  h.yally,  truly,  25/26,  81/14. 
Lende,  vh.  tarry,  remain,  9O/7S,  91/93- 

"They  put  up  pavilyons  rouiiJ 
And  Icndid  there  that  night. " 

Halliwcll'ti  Did. 
Ijesse,  vh.  lose,  6/27. 
Lessynge,  sh.  lessening,  8/24. 
Lesynges,  sh.  lies,  6/9. 
Lete,  vh.  set,  88/20. 
Leue,  adj.  dear,  b'lli2,. 
Leuer,  adj.  rather,  88/26. 
Licherouse,  adj.  rascally,  9I/115. 
Loos,  sh.  praise,  renown,  28/27  (0-  Fr. 

Los). 
Lome,  adj.  lost,  64/141. 
Losenger}',  sh.   lying,   deceiving.   25/4 

(0.  Fr.   Jost-ngerie).      See    Gloss,    to 

All  it.  Poems. 
Lowssynge,  sh.  loosing,  8/33. 
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Lowte,  vh.  worship,  5/5. 

Liife  frayners,  sb.    tliosc  who  domar.d 

love,  to   whom    love  is   justly  due, 

59/25. 
Lui'esuinly,  adv.  lovingly,  15/ig. 
Lugede,  vb.  lodged,  88/5. 
Lnrdans,  sb.  villains,  wrctclies,  9I/115. 
Lyfelade,  sb.  livelihood,  5/33. 
Lygand,  vb.  lying,  IG/i. 
Lyghtere,  adj.  easier,  HO/5. 
Lyghtnes,  vb.  enlightens,  57/6. 
Lykynge,  sb.  joy,  pleasure,  II/12,  13/ 

12,  39/29. 
Lyne,  sb.  lynt,  flax,  21/22. 
Lyte,  sb.  unwillingness,  hindering,  13/8. 
Lythe,  sb.  property,  6/14,  6/29. 

"For  both  lande^  and  lyUws  frulle  lyttile 
by  he  settes." — MorLe  Artlmre,  994. 
Lyueande,  living,  88/20. 

Mad,  made,  I/17. 

Male-eese,     sb.     distress,     I8/25     (Fr. 

malaise). 
Manyhede,  sb.  plurality,  45/27. 
Mase,  vb.  makes,  23/36. 
Mawmetis,   sb.   idols,   images,   94/2 16. 

Deiived  from  Mahomet. 
Mawmetryes,  sb.  idolatries,  5/6. 
Mayne,  sb.  power,  force,  82/87,  92/i4o 

(A.-S.  moigan). 
Mfdefull,  adj.  profitable,  9/24. 
Medles,  adj.  useless,  profitless,  39/4. 
Meke,  vb.  humble,  make   meek,  37/2, 

48/12,48/17. 
Mele,  vb.  speak,  93/i86. 
Mene,  vb.  speak,  tell,  77/51. 
Menesyng,  sb.  remembrance,  mention, 

account,  89/34. 
Mongede,  vb.  mingled,  4/31. 
Monskede,  vb.  did  honour  to,  95/255. 
Menje,  sb.  suite,  reiinue,  23/29,  ^5/234- 
Merres,  vb.  mars,  8O/4. 
Merryng,  sb.  marring,  injuring,  3/34. 
Mesure,  sb.  moderation,  27/8. 
Metlie  or  Methefulness,  sb.  temperance, 

•ll/ii. 
Mett,  sb.  limit,  bound,  II/14. 
Mobles,  moveables,  goods,  89/43. 
]\loiuellynge,  sb.  nnunbling,  39/4. 
Moiie,    vb.    admonish,    teach,    95/239 

(Lat.  moneo). 

"  By  a  tale  y  shal  30U  monc 
That   fyl  betwy.\   ilic  fadyr  and  the 
soiie. " — Ilalliiccll. 


More,  sb.  mortar,  50/29. 
Mukke,  sh.  filth,  dirt,  IO/19. 
;\lyghtfull,  adj.  strong,  jiowerful,  53/5. 
Mynynge,   sb.  diminishing,   lessening, 

3/35- 
j\Ivsse  or  Myse,  sb.  wickedness,  87/ 1 10, 

'90/58,  91/106,  94/208. 
Mystcr,  sb.  need.  9/13,  24/34. 

"And  swa  wyde  and  largo  fat  it  nio.st 
kepe 
Alle  fe  creaturs,  les  and  mare, 
Of  alle  ]je  world  if  myitter  ware." 

Frickc  of  C'o)iscicHcc,  7373. 

Na  notlier,  no  other,  45/7. 

Neddyre,  sb.  adder,  1 1  /26  (A.-S.  nedder). 

Neghtebuure,  sb.  neighbour,  6/17. 

Nere,  conj.  nor,  54/ 19. 

Nerre,  adj.  nearer,  IH/2. 

Nesche,   vb.    melt,    soften,    32/2.     See 

Glossary  to  I'riclxe  of  Conscience. 
Nete,  sb.  neat,  cattle,  21/2 1. 
Neuen',  vb.  name,  speak,  5/13  ;  nevynn', 

I6/20. 
Noyan(le,afZ/. mischievous,  21/23,62  63. 
No3'es,  sb.  troubles,  discomforts,  25/5  > 

vb.  62/66. 
Nyende,  adj.  ninth,  G/12. 

Of,  prep.  ?  instead  of,  33/34. 
Oftesythes,  adv.  oft-times,  2/4. 
Okyr,  sb.  usury,  I2/32. 
Olodde,  8I/55. 

One, prep,  on,  17/ii,  9I/92  ;  =  in,  2/34. 
Orloge,  sb.  clock,  58/3,  10. 
Overhope,  sb.  presumption,  IO/20. 
Owterage,  sb.  excess,  ll/ii. 

Palle,  sb.   pall,  clerical  habits,  94/223 

(Lat.  Palliuni). 
Parischenes,  sb.  parishioners,  2/23. 
Pave,   vb.    please,    gratify,   55/9.     S'-'*' 

Glossary  to  Fricke  of  Conscience. 
Penetancere  (r.  petancere,  v.  petanco, 

1.  34),  the  distributor  of  the  portions 

or  conmions  in  the  monastery,  06/20. 
Perawnter,  adv.  perad venture,  2/5. 
Pereles,  sb.  without  e-iual  34/36,  89/38. 
Perry,    sb.    jewellery,    88/16    (0.    Fr. 

Perre).  ('on:p.  Perriere,  a  word  used 

for(iuarry  in  some  Frencli  provinces. 
Polesehcsy,  sb.  meditation,  55/l9  (?  Gr. 

7ro\i»(,-ir(ct»//ic). 
I'ouste,.^/'. power,  dignity,  G5/l68, 89/38. 


104 


GLOSSARY. 


Priuatyse,  si.  secrets,  57//. 
Puple,  sb.  people,  9I/103. 
Pure,  adj.  poor,  29/31,  33,  34. 
Purvaye,  vb.  provide  fur,  give,  21/i6, 

27/i"7,  41/28. 
Purueance,  sb.  providence,  care,  41 /28. 
Puttid,  vb.  put,  placed,  32/ 16. 
Pyne,  sb.  suffering,  30/i6,  33/4,  94/224- 
Pyssrnowre,  sb.  pismire,  ant,  2I/34. 
I    Pystill,  sb.  epistle,  2/9. 

Qwaynte,  adj.  witty,  wise,  I6/34. 
"If  I>ou  with  quayjityse conquere  Ut, 
I  quyte  Je  fy  mede." 

Allit.  Poems,  B.  1632. 

Racede,  vb.  tore,  66/219. 

Rase,  vb.  rose,  4/25. 

Ratliely,  adv.  early,  in  time,  82/64. 

Raughte,  vb.  reached,  procured,  8I/49. 

Reail,  adj.  royal,  64/142  (0.  Fr.  Beal). 

Refte,  sb.  ?  robbery,  24/ll. 

Rekk,  vb.  care,  38/23. 

Relyede,  vb.  called,  88/6. 

Reuynge,  sb.  pillaging,  6/4. 

Rewfulness,   sb.   sadness,   sorrow,   51/ 

19. 
Rewly,    adv.   sorrowfully,    dreadfully, 

81/37. 
Rude,  sb.  cross,  4/7,  9 1/92. 
Ruggede,  vb.  tore,  pierced,  82/66. 
Rynnand,  adj.  35/l6,  evidently  should 

be  rymmand,  ryming,  see  35/27. 
Ryuely,  adv.  strictly,  6/32.    From  riiyt, 

to  strive.     See  Oloss.  to  Allit.  Puems. 

Samen\  adv.  together,  8/27 ;  sammen', 

10/17. 
Samenly,  adv.  equally,  8/9. 
Sane,  vb.  heal,  85/40:  printed  saue. 
Sauoyre,  sb.  pleasure,  56/30. 
Saynede,  vb.  blessed,  93/173,  94/228. 
Schende,  vb.  injure,  ruiu,  87/ill. 
Schenschipe,  blame,  punishment,  2I/17. 
Schente,  vb.  (part,  of  schende),  injured, 

lost,  p.  77/34. 
Schere,  vb.  cut,  sever,  64/i6i. 
Schire,  adj.  pure,  clean,  66/33. 
Sckathe,  vb.  injure,  26/30. 
Scowrrys,  sb.  96/i2. 
Scrifte,  sb.  shrift,  confession,  8/7. 
Segge,  sb.  man,  92/142. 
Sekyrly,  adv.  securely,  certainly,  8/22. 
Selcouthe,  adj.  strange,  90/88. 


Sely,  adj.  blessed,  holy,  venerable,  51/ 
33.52711. 

SembL'uit,  sh.  likeness,  84/21. 

Seinhyll,  vb.  as-semble,  get  together,  55/ 
20. 

Semle,  sb.  assembly,  meeting,  battle, 
92/142. 

Semly,  n.  seemly  lady,  the  Virgin 
Mary,  9I/99. 

Sere,  adj.  several,  3/i2,  I2/19. 

Serue,  sb.  service,  73/15. 

Seven  Deadly  Sins,  7  Virtues,  23/3,  4 ; 
Seven  Works  of  Mercy,  7  Prayers  of 
tlie  Pater  Noster,  23/2. 

Skikk  and  skekke,  vb.  quarrel  and  con- 
tend, 82/59.     Hallhvell. 

Skyll,  sb.  reason,  I/7.  Skilhvyse,  adj. 
reasonable,  I/12,  8/16;  skillwysly, 
11/15. 

Slake,  vb.  slacken,  87/105. 

Sleghte  or  Sleghenes,  sb.  wisdom,  prud- 
ence, 10/34. 

"When  he  stey  tylle  heven  on  halghe 

Thursday, 
pat  wate  he  best  thurgh  wytt  and 

sleght. 
What    space    >at    way  contened    of 

heght," — Pricke  of  Coiiseienec,  7696. 

Slewthe,  sb.  sloth,  13/6. 
Slokyns,  vb.  slackens,  24/7. 
Slomers,  vb.  slumbers,  58/i8. 
Slyke,  adj.  suchlike,  35/27. 
Soceryes,  sb.  sorceries,  5/7. 
Somdele,  adv.  somewhat,  bljij. 
Sonnondayes,  sb.  Sundays,  2/l4- 
Sothefaste,  adj.  true,  3/6,  10. 
Sothefastly,  adv.  truly,  3/8,  26. 
Sothefastnes,  sb.  truth,  I6/11. 
Sott,  sb.  fool,  55/7  (Fr.  sot). 
Sownnes,  vb.  sounds,  46/i2. 
Sparre,  vb.  shut,  bar,  5I/4. 
Speres,  vb.  closes,  fences,  54/28. 
Spire,  vb,  speer,  ask,  enquire,  8O/2. 
Spousebreke,  sb.  adultery,  I3/25. 
Spyces,  sb.  species,  sorts,   II/32   (Fr. 

Espece). 
Spyli,  vb.  go  to  ruin,  9ibl2,^. 
Stallworthe,  adj.  stalwart,  strong,  7/35. 
Stalworthnes,  sb.  strength,  II/3. 
Stamerynge,  sb.  impediment,  obstacle, 

13/18. 
Stede,  sb.  stead,  place,  8/2,  26/15. 
Steke.    See  Steshys. 
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Steskys  or  Stekys,  vl.  shuts,  encloses, 
bars,  51/l,  7. 

"For  qwho  his   eris  frome  the  puple 
stekith." — Sir  Lmicelut. 

Steuen',  sh.  voice,  59/i5. 

Steve  or  Steighe,  vh.  aacencle(l,4/2 1 ,28/g. 

Stounde,  sh.  moment,  portion  of  time, 
78/81. 

Strynde,   sh.   strain,    generation,    race, 
85/27  (A.-S.  strynd). 

Siigettes,  sh.  members  of  their  congre- 
gation, 2/23,  2/28. 

Surqiiytry,  sh.  arrogance,  presumption, 

23/9. 
Swylke,  a<l).  such,  I4/5. 
Swynke,  vh.  labour,  toil,  I3/15. 
Sybb,  adj.  near  of  kin,  6/36,  I3/27. 
Syll,  sh.  ornament  of  jewellery,  94/20i 

(A.-S.  si  (/el). 
Syte,  sh.   disappointment,   annoyance, 

11/35.     See  Glusmry  to  Allit.  J'ueins. 
Sytlieii',  adv.  afterwards,  then,  2/25. 

Tade,  sh.  toad,  I6/2T. 

Takyn),  sh.  token,  42/ 18. 

Tane,  one,  6/34. 

Tente,  vh.  try,  6/20. 

Terymes,  sh.  terms,  periods,  82/83. 

That,  conj.  than,  81 /28  ;  as,  27/9. 

Thede,  sh.  land,  country,  9I/113  (A.-S. 

]}e6d). 

"Such  a  knight  in  this  thede 
Saw  I  never  naue." — /S'?/?'  Percival. 
Thee-banes,  thigh-bones,  4.3/ii. 
Thewe,  sh.  quality,  haliit,  10/ 13,  .54/3$. 

Hedethewes,  chief  ipialitics,  IO/5. 
Tholede,  vh.  bure,  endured,  4/4  (A.-S. 

]p6lian). 
Thole-mode,  adj.  patient,  9/2o. 
Thrallcs,  sh.  slaves,  .31/20. 
Thraiy,  adv.  harshly,  cruelly,  9I/114. 
Threhede,  sh.  Trinity,  GO/7. 
Threted,  vh.  threatened,  9I/114. 
Thurte,  vh.  prat,  of  iA«r,  to  need  {(/loss. 

to  Fricke  of  Conscience),  G8/273. 
Thus  gate,  adv.  in  this  way,  I9/4. 
YiW,  prep,  to,  15/6,  7. 
Tite,  adv.  soon,  quickly,  I8/31,  22/26, 

.31/ 1 8. 
To-reuen\/)p.  utteily  ri veil  orcut, on/2 1 3. 
Totlier,  adj.  second,  3/5,  36. 
Toylede,  vh.  carried  off,  91/i  14  (V  O.  Fr. 

toiler). 


Trauajde,  sh.  labour,  I/23. 

Tray,    sh.    vexation,    annoyance,    I/23 

(A.-S.  trega). 
Trayste,   sh.    trust,    faith,   27/i2 ;   adj. 

trusty,  90/89. 
Tre-mortasse,  wooden  mortice,  67/242. 
Trouth'-,  sh.  faith,  IO/7,  27/12. 
Trowhe,  sh.  faith,  7O/348. 
Twyn',  vh.  sever,  divide,  20/ 15,  24/23. 
Tyde,  sh.  time,  88/2. 
Tyne,  vh.  lose,  88/35. 
Tynte,  adj.    lost,  ruined,  I8/11,   33/4, 

69/340. 

Umbethynke  or  Umthynke,  vh.  re- 
member, I6/24,  25/32,  8O/22. 

Unbylowkede,  vh.  included,  6/34. 

Unknawlechynge,  sh.  ignorance,  2/32. 

Unschamefulness,  sh.  want  of  shame, 
23/20. 

Unskilwyse,  adj.  unreasonable,  12/i8. 

Un-wylde,  adj.  g<>i>d,  virtuous,  89/55. 

Vers}',  vb.  verse,  repeat,  38/30. 

Vgglynos,  sh.  horror,  24/21,  43/27.  Seo 
Glossary  to  Fricke  of  Conscience. 

Vnboussomnes,  sh.  disobedience,  stub- 
bornness, 11/33,  '^■'^/7- 

Vndirlowttes,  sh.  dependents,  2/ii. 

Vndirsett,  vb.  lay  the  foundations  of, 
^0/33. 

Vndroiie,  sh.  oneof  the  mediaeval  service 
hours,  9  o'clock  A.M.,  41/i8. 

Vnhamlynes,   sh.   strange    affectation, 

H/33- 
Vnmyglitfuil,  adj.  powerless,  53/3. 
Vn-myste,    adj.   good,    honourable,    or 

not  cloudy,  bright,  shining,  95/255. 
Vimoyeand,  adj.  innuceut,  62/71. 
Viiskilwyse,  adj.  unreasonabh',  12/l8. 
Vntiiewes,  sh.  bad  habits,  54/27. 
Vppe-rysynge,  sh.  llesurrection,  3/21. 

Wakire,  ad/,  wakeful,  active,  52/14. 

Walde.     See  Wclde. 

Waiidreth,  sh.  adversity,  II/5. 

Wane,  vh.  won,  93/i8l. 

Wanes,  sh.   abodes,   houses,  property, 

89/45. 

"  Deth  woikmI  Ml  the  wonc.s;" 

J'icrs  rhncman. 

Wiinhope,  sh.  despair,  IO/18,  24/7,  21. 
W.uesclic,  vh.  huals,  24/28. 
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Warre,  adj.  cautious,  52/i4. 
Watlies,  sh.  dangers,  difficulties,  IO/35. 
Wnxande,  vh.  growing,  2O/35. 
Wedde,  sh.  pledge,  80/53. 

"  Hath  any  mon  upon  a  u-rdde 
Borowet  at  the  oglit  in  nede  ?" 

IlalliwelV s  Diet. 

Welde,  vh.  possess,  wield,  govern,  80/ 

16. 
Wellande,  adv.  boiling,  91/i2i. 
Wemles,  ((d,j.  without  harm  or  blemish, 

19/19,  64/133. 
Wende,  vh.  go,  8/28. 
Were,  sh.  ware,  guard,  7/28. 
Werede,  vh.  guarded,  89/56. 

"  i\Iy  woodljine  so  wlonk  that  wered 
my  hevede." — Allit.  Poems,  C.  486. 

Weryede,  vh.  warried,  cursed,  94/195. 

"pal  sail  roery   pe  tyme  fat  Jai  war 
wi'oght." 

Pricke  of  Conscience,  4422. 

Wetandly,  adv.  knowing!}',   6/27,   69/ 

314- 
Whatekyn,  what  kind  of,  8I/35. 
Wilnes,  vh.  desires,  wills,  12/ii. 
Wilnynge,  sh.  desiring,  I2/28. 
Witter-w^'ssynge,  sh.  instructor,  guide, 

i:i'i8. 
Wode,  adj.  wood,  mad,  68/305. 
Wonden',  pp.  wound,  wrapped,  4/9,  40/ 

28. 


Wonnynge,  sh.  dwelling,  6I/40. 
Worthe,  vh.  to  nought,  go  to  nought, 

59/8  (A.-S.  ivur^iun). 
Wrangwyse,  adj.  wrongful,  I2/28  :  the 

adv.  occurs,  12/31. 
Wrenkis,  sh.  tricks,  stratagem,  62/34. 

"  For  it  ledes  a  man  with  wrenkes  and 
wyles 
And  at  the  last  it  hym  begyles." 

Pricke  of  Conscience,  1360. 

Wretlie,  vh.  wrath,  enrage,  48/4. 
Wj'es,  sh.  men,  98/159. 

"Sythyne  wente  into  AVales  with  his 
wyes  alle." — Morte  Arthitre,  56. 

Wyllylyere,  adv.  more  readily,  68/2, 
Wysse,  vh.  teach,  make  known,  IO/34, 
69/319,  88/13. 

Ydillchipe,  sh.  idleness,  5/io,  13/i2. 
Ynewca,  prep,  on  account  of,  anent,  con- 
cerning, towards,  26/30,  33/2. 
Yrke,  vh.  be  weary,  24/6. 

^eme,  vh.  cares  for,  practises,  7/6,  73/ 
19;  guards,  protects,  II/12. 

^erne,  vh.  desire,  eagerness,  delight  in, 
6/21,  6/12,  17. 

^ernely,  adv.  carefully,  eagerlj',  63/15. 

^ode,  vh.  went,  4O/9. 

golden,  vh.  yielded,  26/23. 

500,  adv.  yes,  94/198. 

3yfe,  conj.  if,  I7/36. 
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